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INNOCENCE LOST: ENVIRONMENTAL IMAGES AND
POLITICAL EXPERIENCES AMONG THE WEST GERMAN GREENS

The new [character of social movements] does not make its appearance
as a comprehensive program, as a winged utopia, as an irresistable
wave; rather, it manifests itself as an expression of doubt with
respect to current conditions, as an apprehensive search for a more
fulfilling way of 1life, as new forms of human communication, as
citizen initiatives against large-scale technocratic insanity, as an
argument involving [those developments] that have’ not yet been
argued against, as a new map [for society] upon which no final
destination has yet been drawn, one that indicates in any event the

very next stopping point and the township after that.

--Erhard Eppler

Wege aus der Gefahr -

A "failed connection" between established political parties as the agents
of representative government, on the one hand, and the requisites of the "New
Politics" grounded in qua]ﬁty-of-]ife issues, on the other, has contributed to
an increase in the protest potential found within the West European industrial
states.l For many environmental protesters of the i980's, nuclear power has

become a European metaphor for the destructive forces of unbridled




techno]bgica]ideve]gpmeht and unrestricted corporéte growth. Among é]ements
of the"new]y formed ecology or  "Green" Aparties, in particu]ar; nuclear
techno]ogy simu]téneous]y invokes the images of Hiroshima, the ChinaVSyndrome,
the Pentagon, Big Science and Big Business in collusion with Big Government;
it moreoVer calls forth visions of ecdﬁomic exp]éitatioﬁ and“maSS‘dep;ivation
associated with arms sales to Third World nations. ‘

In surveying what now appears to be a réther wé]]-éntrenched coalition of _
environmental, peace and anti-nuclear _groupé,’ one fs tempted to -présume a
degree of continuity exists between protest movements past and present. At.
issue -is whether or not the veterans of protest from the late sixtiesvand
early seventies have reemerged from their respective political closets, intent
on rallying "a ‘"successor generation" to ‘address long-standing social
grievanceﬁ.' | |

Leftist - protesters “of the 1960's campaigned for radical. system
transformation. Their frustrations, anger and cfitidues were direCted against -
the ’performance failures of the capita]ist system- ber se. Their senSe‘ of
urgency has;persisted; but it fs no longer based on the idealism of protests
part, bdt réther on the will to preembt the next crisis, for fear that it
could be tﬁé‘ 1asf, The scale, the scope and the quaSi—institufioﬁa]ized
charactef of the protest events that have charged the political climate siﬁce
, 1980 suggest the-presénce,of sbmething new, as we}] as something borrowed.
Agajnst-the ba;kdrop'df the relative ideological pufi;y that’U]timaté]y led to
tﬁe se]fAAestkuction of the Sixties' movements,“protesters of the eighties
appear to comprise a rather motley crew. They are inclined to“fohm ostensib]y
bizarre coalitions around a complex of dispékate fssuesg'on occasion they have
been known to adopf contradictory strategies and tactics. In the process of

adopting and assimilating new protest thémes, subsequent- generations of



political activists have nevertheless become increasingly conscious of a need
to express their opposition to specific policies through behaviors consonant
with their substantive goals. What is striking about this new wave of
protesters is that they seem committed to taking on the powers-that-be on
their own turf, the environmentalist David assaulting the capitalist Goliath.

They call for a transformation from within, rather than the overthrow of "the

system." Nuclear anxieties and poétmateria]ist values, e.g., the emphasis on

self-actualization and greater individual autonomy, havé effected significaht
changes in attitudes toWards participation and protest among citizens at.
large. They have called forth a new sensitivity with respect to environmental

issues, along with new images of progress and reform.

This essay attempts to develop a catalogue of images critical to the
evolution of the Green and Alternative movements in the Federal Republic
of Germany. Locating the roots of contemporary peace and ecology movements in
the EXtra;Parliamentary Obposition (APO) experiences of the fifties and
sixties, the first section addresses the question of T1linkages between
anti-nuclear energy and anti-nuclear weapons groups of the eighties; these
links are seen to derive from shared organizational and political learning
experiences. The second section discusses the emergent body of environmental
images prevalent among the Greens, focusing on the constructs of _ﬁggggyg;

5kopo]itﬁk, Okosozialismus and Okotechnik (that is,"Eco—peace, Eco-politics,

Eco—socia1ism and Eco-technology, respectively). The essay concludes with a
short synopsis of basic econdmic, political and environmental relations that’
apparently bind protesters to the system while also enabling them to pursue a '
rapidly evolving Eco-ideology.

I. NEW PROTESTS, NEW POLITICS AND NUCLEAR POWER

Protest sentiment in the Federal Republic reached an all-time postwar



high during the "hot autumn" of 1983, both in terms of the intensity of the
debate and the extent of citizen participation in protest events held
throughout the country. Targeted against the 1979 NATO decision to deploy
additional theater nuﬁ]ear forces in Western Europe, a rapidly mobilized peace
movement was quick to find its roots in a thirty-year tradition of peace and
extra-parliamentary protest.2 Peace protests gained momentum in 1952 in
conjunction with proposals set forth by Occupation officials for the possible
rearmament of Germany under an intergrated NATO command structure. Drawing
support from pacifist'factions within the Lutheran Church as well as from the
ranks of the German Trade Union Federation, mobilization efforts intensified
in 1957 when it was learned that rearmament would not be 1limited to
conventional weapons -- in fact, by March, 1957 it was discovered that a
number of American-supplied tactical nuclear weapons had already been deployed
on West German soil.3 Opposition became quasi-institutionalized (with
identifiablé national "leaders") by way of a “Fight Atomic Death Campaign"
. that attracted thousands of participants between 1957 and 1959.

By 1958 nuclear arms opponents began to realize that protests érticu]ated
through the normal channels of parliamentary debate, petitions, referenda and
public opinion surveys were unlikely to compel a positive response from Konrad
Adenauer, the‘“Chance11or of the Allies." After losing a critical Bundestag
vote in late 1957, anti-deployment activists resorted to a strategy of
"extra-parliamentary" mobilization that included such tactics as silent
marches, nation-wide May-Day demonstrations and work stoppages. Support from
the Social Democratic Party declined rapidly following a series of electoral
losses at the Lander level, and the forces of organized labor withdrew not too
Tong thereafter.

It was a 1958 Federal Constitutional Court decision prohibiting




Land-level plebiscites on the nuclear issue that led to the 'ﬁévement's
ultimate demise. In retrospect, the "Fight Atomic Death Campaign"
nevertheless proffered an important learning experience for subsequent protest
generations. In shifting to unconventional forms of political articulation
and assembly, once the normal channels for participation no longer guaranteed
recourse, anti-nuclear activists of the 1950's set an important precedent for
a second wave of protesters that emerged in the late 1960's.

Cold War tensions between the superpowers increased considerably at the
outset of the sixties, but the domestic scene remained relatively quiet (by
German standards) during the early part of the.decade. Two major exceptions
were the reactions to the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 and the
‘mobilization of the Eastér March movement, modeled after the British Campaign
for Nuclear Disarmament. The Easter Marches initially éerved as a forum for
protests of conscience revolving around a vaguely defined peace 1issue bﬁt
later developed into a vehicle for manifesting opposition to specific security
policies (after a twelve year pause, the Marches were revived in 1982).
Profiting from the spread of German student protests, March coordinators
witnessed a rapid expansion of their organizational baée and, consequently, a
marked increase in their mobilizational capacities.

| Rebapitized the Cémpaign for Democracy and Disarmamenf, the Easter March
movement underwent a substantive transformation as more participants joined in
the struggle against new "Emergency Powers" legislation deliberated by the
Bundestag in May, 1968. The new laws were seen to add significantly to the
powers of the Chancellor in the event of a national crisis; this was construed
by opponents as a first step in the preparation for West German involvement in
Vietnam through NAT0.4 Anti-Emergency Powers groups Jjoined students ‘and

others in opposing Bonn's support for the Shah's regime in Iran and backing of




American engagements in Southeast Asia. This fusion of causes and groups gave
birth to a:new school of protest-thought more critical of the system as a
whole; its outward wmanifestation was an Extra-parliamentary Opposition

movement -- Ausserparlamentarische Opposition or AP0, as it was dubbed by its

constituents. While Willy Brandt's election to the Chancellorship in 1969
raised the reformist expectations of sohe, the formation of the Grand
Coalition (1969-1972) was judged by others to have e]imfnated the prospects
for voicing "fundamental opposition" within the parliamentary chambers
themselves: hence, dissenters perceivéd a need to step outside the
established institutions for greater political leverage.d

What beganvas a "free speech" movement at the universities soon became a
campaign for a more radical democratization of major political and economic
institutions; this theme -- implying an assault on monopoly capitalism -- was
soon meshed with opposition to alleged American-imperialist encroachment in
Vietnam. An ambitious university expansion and reform program was scaled down
'cohsiderab1y (for reasons described at length elsewhere),® and the Vietnam War
ended rather abruptly in 1972; the level of mobilization among campus leftists
was still quite high, their ideological fragmentation notwithstanding. About
this time, the newly elected social democratic-liberal coalition announced its
intention to continue with a major nuclear energy plant construction program;
it was caught off guard when thousands of critical, politicized, newly
enfranchised citizens suddenly shifted their protest focus and redirected
their organizational skills against nuclear power and environmental hazards.
The economic shock waves generated by the 1973 oil embargo made the Bonn
coalition all the more determined to continue the development of indigenous
nuclear energy capabilities, despite growing opposftion. The post-embargo

recession put a virtual halt to the university expansion program just as an




exptosion in student enro]]mentsvwas in fu]]fsuing; hence, the universities
remained a caldron of polittcal disaffection»and_potentia]jrecruitment grounds
- for ongoing movements

' Many of those who- had contributed to the "spirit of '69" nonetheless
completed their personal marches through the academic 1nst1tuttons and moved .
on/tovthetlabor market,rand tofz"real 1ife" issues as we]]t Between,1972’and
1977, West German society witnessed a transfer of protest momentUmffrom one. .
socia] movement to another,d'as students, ‘farmers, feminists, -experienced
pacifists and -blooming‘ eco]ogists'ifound common cause in the threatd of
environmental destruction. A new form of 'protest organization emerged,

namely, locally-based citizen action,groups or Bﬁrgerinitiativen (described -

below). Residents' opposition to nuclear energy plants at specific sites, in
particular, was a drjving force-in the~pro]iteration of protest initiatives at
the local and regional levels. ' |

The younger un1vers1ty educated segments of the movement began to
emphasize what they considered to be a logical connect1on between the dangers
inherent to both the civilian and m111tary applications of-nuc]ear_techno]ogy.
Leftist and pacitist groups of the fifties and sixties, in contrast, had
responded more- or Tless supportively to atomtc research for civilian purposes
(“Atoms for Peace“), at the same time rejecting outr1ght nuclear research and
deve]opment of a m111tary character.”/ Wh11e radical trade union e]ements
brought much of the German Trade Union Federationiin 1tneawith the’anti—atomic
marchers of the fifties and sixties and soiidified the protest-bonds during:
-the-anti-emergency laws campaign, the spectre of mass unemployment'split-the’
protest front a ha]f decade later; many jndividual unions'were seen to forge
coalitions nith pro-nuclear power forces, especially after the 1973 eneroy

crisis.



Throughout the seventies, the organizational tactics as well as the issue
focus proved much more effective in rallying the forces of protest with
respect to the Anti-Nuclear Energy movement (AKK) than had the student and
pacifist movements of earlier decades. Successful (at least .temporarily)
efforts to block plant construction at Wyhl, Brokdorf, Grohnde, and elsewhere
conveyed the lesson that smaller, locally based groups were able to mobilize
more demonstrators, much faster. Organizers learned that a decentralization
of protest activities generated alternative sources of information for
conéciousness-raising purposes; it also proved less intimidating to Tess well
educated supporters whose Tives were nonetheless directly affected, e.g., area
farmers, elderly nature lovers. Smaller units moreover presented an antidote
to a growing sense of bureaucratic alienation and disi]]usionment with the SPD

at the national Tlevel. Thus, it can be argued that dissatisfaction with

policy outcomes, and a growing demand for more citizen partfcipation in the

policy process gave the AKK movement a dual causa belli.

The first “citizen initiative" \groups formed during the late sixties
(opposing highway construction through a certain neighborhood, or establishing
. "anti-authoritarian” day care centers, for example) were viewed at the outset
as political action committees appended to a not-yet-entrenched SPD; their
activism in the environmental field, esﬁécia]]y, was expected to complement
efforts to add this plank to the party's platform. By the mid-seventies, the

Bﬂrgerinitiativen (BI's) had become an antonomous force; in view of Bonn's

commitment to nuclear power, ‘they assumed the role of a reincarnated
extra—parliamentary opposition in their dealings with the "system parties."8
By 1980, there were an estimated 38,000 such BI's in the Federal

Republic, claiming a collective membership of 2-3 million, backed by some 15

million ‘“sympathizers."9 They are loosely housed under a national




Confederatﬁon of Citizen Initiatives for Environmental Protection (BBU) forged

by 15 Tocal groups in 1972 (now over 1,000) to serve as a communiééting;

coordinating, networking center.. Their ranks inﬁ]ude many former activists
from the APO/Long March generat{on. Membership étudies indicate .that
participants share upper-middle class backgrounds; they‘areAhighly»edUCéted,
" often scientifica]Ty savvy, critiéé]ly - conscious and ;elf-conffdent} with

respect tbiﬁheir own political-organizational ski11s.10  Qver the 1last . ten

years, BI activists have gradually developed a more systematic bo]iticaT

critique -of  the perils and costs of unrestricted economi; growth and

* technological, nuclear-based destruction of the environment -- a theme they.

haveAcome to share with the bofn-again peace movement.
" Reignited by the NATO DpubTe’Decision of 1979, the current anti-nuclear

- weapons movement evinces -far less ideological purity than did the peace groupé

of two ‘decades ago. Comprising the grassroots of what has 106se]y beeh‘

labeled -"the movement" is a strong religious component,  an expanding

ecological componeht, and a small but influential "“alternative culture"
movement. - Thus far, the peace movement appears toAhave_paésed through three

ideﬁtifiab]e mobilization phases. Insecurity based on rising unemp]oymént

figures and outbursts of youth unrest set the stage for initial - surges of

peace protest in June, 1981 wheh some 150;000 uninvited youth descended upon

the 19th annual Congress of the ‘Germah Evangelical Church in Hambdrg.

Grounded in a growfng, albeit .amorphous sense-of existential Angst, this wave

- peaked ~in a’ nonviolent demonstration of 300,000 church and ecology group '

activists in Bonn on October 10, 1981. Statements attributed to Ronald Reégan

concerning the‘prospects for ‘a conceivably “winnab]e;' Timited nuclear war

later - that month gave rise to a second phase, ering which nuclear Angst

acquired a concrete foundation as Central European residents discerned how
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"flexible response" would affect them. 'AdditionaT eco]ogicé],'political and

professional groups began to ally themselves nublicly'with’the peace cause;
their efforts culminated in the June, 1982 anti-Reagan demonstrations in Bonn
and Ber]in. An ex officio national Coordinating Comnittee dominated the third
stage, when Helmut Kohl's election to the Chancellorship in March, 1983

cleared the path for the initial Pershing II deployments at the end-of the

“year. This stage -- saying "No" to a specific NATO decision -- climaxed with

‘a nationwide “Action Week," October 15-22, 1983 that rallied 2-4 million

direct participants. The Coordinating Committee, which began to experience

splits along traditional 1lines (i.e., _churth_ groups backing away. from

hard-core communists and vioTence—prone "autonomous” groups, eco]ogy'groups
who feared cooptation by Social-Democratic e]ements), disbanded in November,
1984. Local and regional mobilization efforts are continuing on both -the

,religious and ecological/alternative fronts, often over]apping

The Green Party, forma]]y constituted as a national - -party in 1980, has

‘played an important role, but not the dominant ro]e_in the resurgent peace
movement; ;Against the backdrop of an.estimated 2—3'mi11ion peace movement
*activists, die Granen boast an official’membersnip of.roughly 25,000-30,000; a
larger percentage of supporters identifies with the Social Democratic. Party.ll

Nonethe]eSS,rby projecting4themse1vesias the exp]ieitly poiitica] wing- of the
ecology movement and as the only party waéing an unqua]ified opﬁdsition
campaign against recent and future deployments, vthe ‘Greens have made

impreséive’e]ectora] gains over the last five years. This is especially true

at the'state and local levels, the spring, 1985 defeats,in the Saarland and in

Northrhein- Westphalia notw1thstand1ng 12

Resurrected political causes, cr1t1ca1 consc10usness and newiy ‘acquired

'} organizational skills are now being rechanneled into the political .
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estab]ishmént through the Green, Ecology and Alternative Pafties that have

taken root not only in the Federal Republic, but in Sweden, Britain, France,

- and” Italy as- well.13 ~ The electoral peculiarities of fhe 'éombined

single-member district and proportionately fepresentétive party-list ballots |
used in the FRG have un]ocked‘the doors to new parties; but the numerical

imperative of the "5 percent clause” prevented the Greens from crossing this

~ threshold at the national level until 1983. Regional and local brqgreés has

nonetheless been substéntial; Pro-ecology parties have ithus far attaingd 
1égis1atiVe seats in Hamburg k1978), Bremen (1979), in the CDU-stronghold of
Baden—wﬁrttemberg (1980), in Berlin (1981),-Hesse (1981), deér Saxony (1982)
and Schleswig-Holstein (1983). pontinenté]]y,' the Greens generated 3.2
percent in the ffrst direct elections to the European Parliament (1979),
fo]]bwed by»an impressive 81pefcent showing in 1984. . '

Having attained hafiona] fepreééntation for the first time in Mafch, 1983

(27 seats in the-Bundesfag); the Greens remain a very loose confederation of

| pro-ecb]ogy, anti-nuclear, grassroots democrats who lack a coherent idéo]ogica]

base in the traditional (e.g., Marxist) sense. Characterizing themselves --
still -- as an “anti-party party," they -are as committed to a radical

democratizatibﬁ of the established decisioh-making structurés and”procedureé,

as they:akebinsistent that substantive policy outcomes rest on “deeb-eco]ogy“

principles.14 To these ends, they have adopted a dual. strategy} as an

official party, they are undertaking the "long march through the‘ihstitutions"

of government . to achiéve the Tatter; as an_'anti-pakty, their key
“responsibility is to enhance the strength and to open new .channels for

-‘participation sought by the extra-parliamentary oppdsition ‘qua citizen

initiative forces.

The relative strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures of the
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aforementioned ‘movements 1eading.upfto the founding of the Greens cannot be
jana]yzed in detail here. At a minimUﬁ,.howevef, it can-: be arguéd that the
'coé]ition-bui]ding skills, the sense of poTiticd] efficacy-qnd,the demands  for
greater citizen participation -- all of which have contributed to the fﬁsion
of diverse protest mbvements in rgéent:yéars -- are indicative that thé
political culture of the Federal RepubTic has undergone a »fundamentaT'
trénsformation since May 8, 1945. \MWhile écé]ogy has. clearly :become their
-pivotal focus, neither the Greens' political objectiVes nor their'images of
postindustrial society are Timited to the environmental dimension. 'I'now turn
to examine four dominant classes of images being édvanced bytthe West German
_ Greens, the rudiments of én‘emerging.ECO—ideo1ogy.

I ECO-CONSCIOUSNESS AND THE RISE OF THE SUPERINDUSTRIAL STATE

A. Organizatjonal‘dynamiés

The Green and A]ternativé List (AL) Pa;ties are tied to eéch other and tbi
mahy_additional protest groups by virtue of their common emphasis on autonomy,
direct participation, solidarity, eanrohmental compatibility, trénspérancy of
decision-making and variety. Diversity is reflected in the fact that there
©are free-Greens, Eéd~Greens; - bfdwn-Gfeens, 'bTackFGreens‘ "~ and
mu]ticd]ofed-Greens, though members have tried to avoid splits along
ideo]ogfca]- lines by“proclaimihg they move “neither left nor right but
fdrwa?&s.“15 Disparate positions regarding the‘acceptébi1ity of more radical
direct action téctics and the role of violence produced significant confusion
"amOng the }anks during the early eighties; although this issue has'apparently ’

since been Taid to rest.l6 The Aiternatjve List-Berlin best exemplified this
Vambiva1ent stance in midsummer, 1952.7 After expreséing its public support. for
an illegal anti-Reagan demonéfkatibn involving punks;'squatters and assorted

" autonomous" radicals,'-the AL had to crawl out from under the debris 'f— 



13

11teré]1y and figuratively -- following a retaliatory firebdmbing_ of “fts
headquarters.l7 |

Even more significant, however, is the ongoing struggle between the

'Party‘s4two majof factions,«the environmental Fundamentalists or “Fundisf and

the political pragmatists. or "Realos."  The main point. of contention is

whether ~or not Greens would ‘eompromise their own principles and betray

grassroots elements - by 301n1ng in a coaTition with the Social Democratic'
»Party - The “Fund1s“ are unw1111ng to accept formal pos1t1ons w1th1n such a
_government under any c1rcumstances, while the "Realos" would be w1111ng to

participate under specific cond1t1ons. The tendency up to -now has been to‘

“tolerate" a minority SPD government; two of the more active]y'cooperétive
experiments conducted in Hamburg and Hesse lasted less than a year. - Now that

the SPD has proved capab]erf’seCUring an absolute majority,in the Saarland

and‘in'Ndrthrhein—westpha1ié‘(spring 1985), the qUestion may become a moot

one. - "Moderate" Greens who stand opposed to a reideologization and renewed

left-right polarization (in contrast to an ecology-first orientation) distance

themselves from the orthodox communists, the “pelics of yesteryear." Formerly

called the ,K;gfoups, the -1atter have nonetheless carved out their own

| intra—perty niches, now labeled "Group z."18
With respect to the "failed connection” mentioned at the outset of this

-essay, one can argﬂexthat through the late 1970's and early 1980'$'(giVen the

resurgence of - protest and the v101ence associated w1th 1t), “that the West
German SPD seemed to expend more energy distancing 1tse1f from its own radical
youth w1ng, the Jusos, than it did cultivating new~recru1ts. SPD executive

director Peter Glotz summarized the prob]em'thus: "The Party awakened false

hopes- that parties could change lives and alter the re1ationships amoné human.~'

beings."18 With respect to recent German developments, Glotz and others now
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picture a society divided into “two cultures" -- the political establishment

~and the "alternative scene."

Who or what -is "alternative" has consequently become the new.64 million

D-Mark question, as po]itica] s¢ientist “and Netzwerk Selbsthilfe. cofounder

Joseph Huber points out. The "alternative" spectrum encompasses .a plethora of

"people, milieus, motives and opinions."20  The "second culture" appeafs to

Vconsist of three strata, with threé strategic’orientations. -Neither the Long

March- nor the APO strategy has been cbmpletely abandoned by the politically
disillusioned of the eighties. Their strategic repertoire has in a way been

expanded by the addition of the "drop-out" option. The last Categbry.is»not

limited to the teen and squatter scene. A more low-profile variety includes
- many former sixtiesl activists and once-radical commune dwe]]erst These

"individuals 1live in Wohngemeinschaften,  buy their.:Mﬂsli and‘ bread in

’

alternative shops, patronize"cboperative bookstores, read only newSpapers from
leftist presses, baby-sit in-anti-authoritarian day-care centers, work in

small self-organized businesses, view old Bogdrt movies in "off-cinemas," and

“are ultimately proﬁd of the" fact that they have had no contact with "the

outside" for several years.2l Among the consciously organized groups, a few

are radicalized, some operate -nation-wide; many are depoliticized, all are

decentralized and decidely post-materialistic. Those who continue to engage

in pd]jtics locate along an ideological spectrum stretéhing from left-wing

~social democratic, to radical democratic, to anti-parliamentarian.

Alternative groups concern themselves with everythihg from religious

'sects to therapy groups, from agricultural life-styles to urbah wel fare

services, from civil liberties to Third World initiatives. " Huber estimates

that- there are over 11,500 projects in the FRG, involving 80,000 activists.

| "If- all sympathizers are taken 1into. account, the figure falls between
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300,000-400,000. The breakdown of project types finds 12 percent devoted to
PproduCtion;f' 70 pércent to “serviées" “and 18 percent pursuing "political
~wo§k“;.29 percent entail handwork, 71 percent of the projects call for mental

1abor.22’ From this vantage point, thé;amount of ‘media coverage devoted to the

estimated 25,000-30,000'registered Greens over the last few years has been-

quite disproportionate to the degree of influence fhey actually command‘within
fhe a]terhativé,\ protest and"citiien initiative movements. A similar
disproportion exists wfth respect to the Greens and the West German peace
-movement, the dimensions of which I now turn to'consider.v

For obvious historical reasons and‘beCause of its now-powerful standing
‘withih the European  Community, the Federal 'Republic, has come to occupy a

pivotal position among the westefn peace movements. A widescale deployment of

Sovief $5-20's carried out in 1977-78 induced thgn-ChanceT]Or,He]mut Schmidt

== an outspdken opponent of nuclear weapons during the 1950's -- to push for a

Us fesponse to the Warsaw Pact modernizations. The outcome of subsequent
discussions, based on perceptions of Soviet nuclear’ superiority in the

European theafér, was the NATO "two-track" decision of December 12, 1979.

The kaleidoscopic nature of the anti-an]ear protest coalition dictated a
lowest common denominator- strategy in the determination of peace movement
goais‘in the FRG through 1983: the single shared objective was the prevention"

of the initial deployments following the breakdown of US-Soviet negotiations'

in Geneva. The -common. conviction was and remains that additional theater

nuc]eaf forces will render the Federal Repub1f§ a "ground zero" in the event

of a superpower confrontatioh. But the tactical questions regarding the .

future course of the movement are unresolved, now that the "minimal consensus"

~on No-to-Pershings has sel f-destructed. Individual Qroups hold conflicting

R VT VTV TV T T
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opinions with respect to the desirability -of uni]atera] or .multilateral
disarmament agreements. They dlffer 1nterna]1y as we]] as - extérnally as 1in
regard to the definition of parity and the logical 11m1ts of deterrence.

Supporters are divided over whether -or not to demand -simultaneous reductibns

in the Eastern bloc, and uncertain how to deal with nuclear proliferation in

the Third World. No clear answer emerges to the question whether or not a

~ build-up of conventional forces offers a morally or politically -acceptable

alternative. Nor does one discern a single position with respect to the

feasibility of a nuclear-free zone, prospects for alternative . defense
concepts or the inevitability of a political-bloc concept of security. It has
therefore beenenecessary;for organizers to avoid mobilizing around a single

political party, which could put an end to the tenuously balanced massbbase.

Emergent tensions are nonetheless judged to be less lethal than the prospects.
of .a nuclear exchange. Perhaps the movement's most important contribution to -

date rests with the- fact that it has ended a 40~year tabu on a public debate

of national secur1ty 1ssues

Green 1mages bearing ,0“ .the relation between peace and ecblogy are

intellectually grbunded in the works of  Robert Jungk, Jonathan Schell and -
- Erhard Eppler. Jungk's 1977 Book,'Der-Atomsteat, painted a vision of advanced

industrial futures dominated by “nuclear energy imperialism," the hazards of

‘which allegedly know no bounds.Z3 In spelling out the relationship between
the need for guaranteed energy supplies and questions of national security,.

Jungk ma1nta1ned almost a decade ago:

~ From now on, any discussion of nuclear technology must confront the
issue that there cannot be any separation of _1ts peaceful _and
military implications. Recognition of this fact has come slowly -- -

perhaps too s]dw]y_-- but the weight of experience allows no other
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conc]usion.24- _ _

Hence, ™eco-peace" evinces both ‘ah» iﬁternationa] and a dbmestic;‘
componeﬁt. The_'focus; is not 1fmited .to the -potential destruction of the
physicaf environment, but also encbmpasses a grave threét to éivi] liberties
in'1igh§ of possib]é acts of nuc]éar terrorism or domestic sabotage. Jungk
sounded the ominous warning, "clearly, the atomic age is made to .order fof'
tota1itarianAstates. Such governments are nof'plagued by citizens' ianiries
or protests.“ZS- He anticfpated “the creation ofia new type of mah’or woman
who wou]d.funCtion as tfreTéss]y, insensitively, and automatically as a éojlin:

a machine" -- the “Tiveware" (asvobposed to "hard" or "software") of nuclear

technology.26

Schell's reflections on The Fate of the Earth “have supplied the

biological underpinnings for therfears of nUc]ear déstrﬁction‘among European
ecologists a]readyv fueled by the accident at Three Mile Isiand in 1979l27 ,
Schell develops the empirical case for Jungk's thesis that the Major
differenée between,nuc]éar,destruction and other industrial or toxic accidehts
rests with the comp]ete irrevefsibj]ity»and the much.1qnger-range-nafure of
the conseguences such ant“accident" will inevitably produce. The prospects of
a "nuclear winter"rrepreSent the ultimate -linkage between peace and eéo]ogyb
po]icies pursded by national Qovernmenté, thus -1inking domestic with
internafiona1_¢oncerns. | |
In his search for "the ways ¢Ut of danger," Eppler has echoed many of the

connections outlined in the Brandt - Commission's - North-South Report,

emphasizing the threat to global peéce posed by arms-proliferatidn, capital
exploitation and human suffering in,underdevé1oped nations.23_ Formerly a high

ranking Social Democratic Party official, Eppler stresses the relation between

-domestic unrest and the lack of meaningful emp]oyment,Opporfunities at home.
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He moreover dismisses as untenable the proposition that disarmament can be

achieved only through.the development and deployment of ever more horrendous
and sophisticated - weapons systems, based on dépersona]ized,. computerized
Techho-Commandos intended to sanitize the u]timate.poiitical-military*decison.

.Eppler also touches upon a dimensfon;of the 559235 phenomenon that has

gained in salience and notoriety over the Tlast few years, namely, the

Gefmah;nqtional or “neutro-nationalist"™ thrust behind the peace ‘movement.

Survey . data: indicate that Greens and their supportersv are interested ih

decoupling German foreign po]icy priorities from the seTf-interested,i

globalized wranglings of the two superpowers. A 1981 survey showed-that 70 of

100 Green voters'wére4pfepared to become- or already were active]y.invoived in

the peace‘movement} while 52 percent rejected fhe NATO Double Decision in

pafticu]ar; 82 percent supported:the concept of a neutral-Germany in general,
éommitted»to néither‘the Atfantic nor the Warsaw a]iiance, only a:slight drop
from the‘85 percent who oppose outright the construcfion of additional nuclear
energy plants.29 The,'emphasis on a Gérman ,withdréwal “from NATO is: not
universally shared by cdnstituent,groups within theapeacevmbvement, howevek.
A February, 1983 poll analyzed Ey Rattinger found 73 percent of the Greens
questioned (66 percent for the SPD and FbP, and 40 percéht- for the CDU,
respectively) opposedAto/any_new deployments in the FRG. Asked whether‘NAfO

is/is not necessary for German security in May, 1983, 56 percent of the Greens

- kesponded*affirmative1y, 43 percent negafive]y.30

The. Federal Republic has wftnessed a proliferation of pub]ic opinion

surveys on security-related topics since 1980. The fact that during the

- preceding thirty five years, citizens had >Virtua11y no say in either the
decisions to deploy theater nuclear forces or to develop nuclear enérgy_

capabilities has figured significantly in the political imagé advanced by the

S e AL, Laadrmbais
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Greens, considered next.
C. Okopolitik | |
The Greens-recognize ongoing threats. to the eco-system as the product of

- a persisting set of sociopo1itica1 power relations; in short what po]icies

'are adopted are seen as a function .of how po11t1ca1 dec1s1ons are formu]ated ’

and 1mp]emented. The qua11ty of a democracy is perceived to -depend on its

ability to fu1f111 a number ‘of substantive as Well-as-procedural prerequ1sites;

'simultaneously. The po]itica] and programmatic'a1ternatives advocated by the

Greens are founded upon four “"pillars": the New Politics will be ecological,

~conducive to social welfare, decided in a grassroots, non-violent manner -

‘(okologisch, sozial, basisdemokratisch, gewaltfrei).  Wolf-Dieter Hasenclever,

"Joseph Huber, and Martin Janicke offer cogent summaries of Basisdemokratie as

a statement of principles for a threefold democraticization. At issue are 1)
‘the extension of participatory rights throughout advanced industrial society
, at-1arge;,2j the redefinition ofvparty-representation and majority-minority»"

relations  within parliament; and 3)" the establishment ©of greater

party-internalf democracy. Time and space constraints permit only' a brief
_synthesis of their findings here.3l
In their 1980 federal platform, the Greens defined grassrootsipoliticsaas

a development leading to the strengthened implementation and actualjzation_of

decentra]ized direct democracy, in a way that ensures the Basis>(grassroots)"\

pre em1nent 1nf1uence in the dec1s1on making process Decentra11zed units,

easy to mon1tor and e]ectora]]y accountab]e at township or county 1eve1s are

to be guaranteed autonomy and the right to self- determ1nat1on 32
With respect to the democratization of society-at-]arge Green supporters
call for. the repeal of numerous statutes 1nh1b1t1ng free speech (spec1f1ca11y,

f§88a, §90a EEE‘_EISBE'of the Cr1m1na1 Code) that have frequent1y been 1nvoked

e
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by the state to intimidate citfiens brotesting nuclear energy‘and constrdction

of the now infamous airport runway in Frankfurt, Startbahn-West.33 They call

for ajstrengthening of the federalist princip]é, to‘warrant a steady_flow of
financial resources to the reéiona], communal and 10cé] levels, and for ,
increased access to the infofmation' collected and- used by stéte and
‘county-Tevel offitia1§ for the purpose of .land-use planning. (At least oné :
'-faction a]éo exprésses strong ;upport» for more frequeﬁf utilization - of
polling, referenda and other p]ebiséitarién instruments. Finally,
- eco-politicos féCognize the need to démdcratize' eébhomic as well as state .
power structures thrbhgh extended participatory rights at the workplace.

‘The 1983 national elections allocated 27 seats (5.6 percent) to the
Greens, entitling them to active participatioﬁ_fn the Bundestag for the_first,“
time since their. founding -in 1980. While direct repregentation in par]iéhent
can be construed as a méjor mobi]izational victory, the:Greens view their
involvement in parliament. as but one aspect of théir~comﬁ1tment'tq a. dual
po]ifica1’>strategy. Al though - they cohtinué in>.the sixties' tradition of
instigating a "long march through the institutions," the Greens.éscribe only
»secbndary importance to. their .parliamentary engagement§ the more important

function of engaging citizens in acts of‘extka—parliamentary oppositioh rests

with the Burgerinitiativen who CQmpriée their electoral constituency. ~Labeied
~ everything from an "Antj-Pahty Party” -to a "Party of the New*Typé,""thé :
erens-jn;Par]iament-remain han moveménf-ha]f pérty; committed to the role of
"fundamenfa1 opposition,”" their ambivalence regardfﬁg _coa]ition' politics
notwithstahdfng. The Greens: seek to desfroy the "infdrmatibn- barriers®
erected‘by se]f-}nterested bureaucrats, lobbyists énd estab]ishment-dfiénted
media, in an effort to render parliamentary dééisioh-making more transparent.v

In stark contrast to the anti-democratic charges mounted against them by
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leading elements of the "system parties," Green suppdrteré argue that an

extra-parliamentéry emphasis'éhould not be eqdated with an anti-parliamentary
bfientation. The need to identifyAwith a party of their own making sooner

indicates a fundamental commitment to - demdcrétic‘"institutions -and

‘constitutional principles.34

Ecopolitical elements argue that an internal democratization of existing

party structures  is ~a prerequisite for the ‘maximizatiOh of external

participatdry opportunities. Hence, measures to attain -a higher . level of

internal party democracy have led the Greens to adopt six rules for the

establishment of a “party organization of the new type." They include: 1)

Mitgliederoffenheit - Membership and participation in official 'meétings

committees. and .plenary sessions are open to all. 2) Impératives Mandat -
Parliamentary delegates are required to vote "the party line" at all times, as

determined by-the membership plenum. 3) Rotation - All po]jtical'offices are _

subject to the rotation of their respective occupants, on a two to six year

basis, whereby an individual office-holder may be granted a one-time-renewal

. ' ) . 1] : ; .
under extraordinary or extenuating circumstances. 4) Keine Amterhaufung - No-

accumulation or simultaneous office holding is permitted, e.g., combininb

posts in party and government or entertaiﬁjng a-bosition of leadership at both

the local and regional ’1eve].‘:5) 'Ehrenamt1ichkeit - Office holders are

entitled to compensation for official expenses; in some cases they may receive
a salary amounting to no more than'tﬁe average wage of a skilled laborer. The
remainder of one's MP earnings 'are paid into the party coffers to cover

extraparliamentary. expenses. Delegates -are not perm%tted to collect

~ consulting fees or personal honoraria. 6) Minderheitenschutz - Protection of

minority groups within the party'is to follow frdm the procedural emphasis on -

" consensus building, in contradistinction to the majority vote principle.35

e aaie At
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In theory, all decision-méking' occurs on the basis of the consensus

principle; . - debate in the ~  local and plenary assemblies

» (Mitg]iedervo]lVersammluhgen) continues until a common position emerges. With

tWo"years' experience in the Bundestag _and‘ three to five years of direct -

engagement at the land and local levels now behind them, the costs of a strict

‘adherence to these principles have become all too apb?rent (e.g., lack of

experience). In - pafticu]ar, the rotation principle has generally “been
subjected to reformulation to permit de]egatesrfo complete at Tleast one full

- term.
Elected - “representatives are often caughf between internal

direct-democratic prbcedures (requiring them to check back fréquently with the

Basis), on the one hand, and the imperatives of the parliamentary brocess»-

(calling for an emergency or unscheduled vote), on the other. A decision to
abstain unti) a.conéeﬁsus has evolved at the grassroots may sooner serve the
. purposes’of an even less acceptable partnéf‘than the SPD, name]y,’the-CDU
governhent. : Orders to boycott -specific parliamentary 'debatés in those

~ instances where all the available policy alternatives are deemed unacceptable

by the base denies Green delegates the right to be ‘taken seriously as .

lTegislators in the long run. - The »anti-préfessiona]ization stance that is
imp]icit in- the rotation principle hinders effective parliamentary aétiOn,'as
delegates have a]ready discdyered with respect to the'Bundestagrcommiftees and
caucuses where most of the .1egis1atfon tend§ to be pre-formulated.
-Furthermore, the-larger the regiona]]y-based parties grow, the harder itlwill
be to adhere to qundamenfal1y—démocratic“ decision procedures. :Qonsensus>is
- much hakder to reach in a plenum of several thousand than in one of several
hundred; Michels"' spectre of oligarchy lurks in the po]iticé] wings.

The ultimaie‘ barrier to a redistribution -of pd]itical. resources and



23
Opportunities, however, is just as likely to lie in the -structure of economic
power, where a number of alternative conceptions -have ‘also begun to evolve.

2] T
D. O0kosozialismus

Criti;s have sought " to disparage the Greens -among potential, mbre
conservative constituencies~by designating them a “"melon party" -- green on
thé outside, red on the fnside. The juxtépositidnrof an envifonmenta] focus
and an ideological consciousness'beCOmés'especia]]y‘evidgnt in fhe debate 0vef
ecologica]t préserVation versus economic growth. Green elements are fairly

united in their rejection of Western monopoly capitalism and the perpetuatidn

of socio-economic. inequalities it engenders; but'they are just as adamant in

their rejection of the Eastern models of "real existing socialism" (with the
exception of "Group Z" adherents). The:entrepreneurial'sbirit‘evinced within

the context of many "alternative" projects speaks to an ‘image of an

: eco]ogica]1y-ébund "free market" ‘that has in facf been liberated from vésted

conglomerate interests. The state is not-expected to "wfther awéy;“'but'ft
will have ifs regulations and supervisdryufunctions redefihed. In short, the-
Greens are not dinterested in the kind of head~on confrontation with either'
“capitalistf or "communist" ideo]bgy that served as their quixotic windmf]]
during the_]até sixties. -

‘One membef of the Eco-socialist camp, exf]ed GDR;dissident_RUddlf Bahro
testifies that the Greens are perhaps not as ideology-free as they might
presumé. Bahro holds that the “Sociaiists need the Greens because ‘the

guarantee of survival 1is the condition: under which their objectives of old

‘remain- attainable. The $ocia11$ts are 1ikeWise needed by the Greens, because
" survival can- only be assgred when the dfiving mechanisms of - monopoly

competition have been rendered inoperative."36

‘But the economic planks set down in the party's 1982/83 platform (e.g.,
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plans to revise the patent laws to prévent the monopolization of scientific

innovations by a particnlar ‘interest-bloc, to brovide for independent sources

~of consumer information) also convey an implicit compatibility with certain -
~ fundamentally “capitalist" principles. The emphasis is on demonstrating that

~environmental conservation need not. be sacrificed on - the altar of economic

growth. As Epp]er contends, the two are highly 1nterdependent, not mutua]]y

'exc]us1ve options:

If econom1cs is the Tesson -of manag1ng househo]ds and budgets, and
[the search for] a method to ut111ze scarce resources purpos1ve1y
- and effectively, if ecology deals_w1th the relationships of ]1v1ng
thingsk among ‘each other and with their 6fganic and nonorganic
N environmenf, then it does not follow from the definition, why the
tWo must neceésari]y stand in contradiction to each‘other. Aftér
all, we know from biologists that nowhere are materials and energy
more efficiently Budgetéd than in nature....When ecology asks how
living beings -- inc]uding hnmén'beings -- should behave in relation -
to each other, if their existence and their variety are to be
secured; if economics is really supposed,to question how mankind can
come. to those goods and services it needs with a minimum of
investment, then the presdmption emerges that a rational approach to
)economy and rationa1 use of ecology have mone to do with each other
than we have been conscious of to date.37
The tentativeness of core e]éments of therGlr'eens‘l econdmic platform is
best 111ustrated by the description of the1r po]1cy objectives regard1ng

taxes, currency, secur1t1es and capital- f1nanc1ng Whereas all of their

_pr1or1t1es and. initiatives under the subheadings of 1abor market, techno]ogy,

energy, peace, agriculture, etc. take up two‘pages each in the Bundesprogramm,
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under "Taxation..." stands only the cursive‘note,>“this4part of the platform
is still being [reviewed and] revised."38 1Insofar as the economic platform |
advanced by'the Greens is not‘yet as fully developed as the ecoiogica] aoenda,
learning to Tive with the apparent inconSistenCies between the two pOSitions

cited above is simply part of what it takes to become and to remain a ‘Green

Party member.
Members do agree‘ that selective growth, not wasteful COmpetition and .
- unfettered industrial expansion, is the keyito environmental preservation, one
that can prov1de a’ source of new anp]oyment opportunities ‘as well. The -
1nterdependent character of economics and eco]ogy is manifest even in those
instances where the two might appear to feature a classic confrontation:

citizens opposed to the construction of Startbahn=West,'for example, have seen

fit to adopt "system-conform" economic arguments; they note the cost of
millions of trees- destroyed to benefit an investment whose profitability
remains a dubious prop051tion in light of rising  fuel prices and growing
airlines deficits. Similarly, arguments against the skyrocketing costs of
nuclear reactor construction have been used to turn the tables on proponents
of the "hardpath" energy a1ternative.3~9

Eco—socia]ism, in’contrast to the more orthodox Marxist position, does
‘not amount to a call for stateiownership‘of the means of production or even
control by ‘a “vanguard“ partya On the contrary, the focus is on.the 299121
“function'as well as on the redistributive aspectsrof new modes of enterprise;'
Based on- the concept of self-he]p} the-reconomically ‘solidaristic social
function comprises”.an attempt "to prOVide 'alternative and complementary-
‘services in an increasingiy bureaucratic,‘professiona] and‘infleXibie social
and medical system; and to indicate ways in‘which to compensate the decay of

traditional family. structures with new ways of 1iving together...."40 1In
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other words, although the'Greens have not yet forged a consensus wfth respect
to a preferred set of economic sfrhctures and relationships, it is clear that
any balance between market forces énd state subsidization they may evehtua]]y
deem acceptable will have to proclaim as a primary aim the enhancement of the
"qudiity of life." -

In distinguishing prospective "new enterprises” frrom mofe conventional
forms of market interaction, political scientist Hahs.Maiéf 160ks beyond those

businesses whose activities are limited to filling particularistic consumer

gabs through new or improved products; e.g., the baker who begins to sell

whole-wheat bread to accommodate ‘those“dissatisf{ed7 with the ‘“uniform

Wonderbreads" sold in supermarkets. Maier -sets the -parametersr for an-

eco-socialist economy by  proposing three criteria. A truly “alternative
entrepreneurial system 1s’one that promotes:. 15 the devé]opment of néw'models

of property ownership which serve to transform the conventional owner/employee

re]atiohship; 2) . the development of new, co]1e¢tive- models  of

work-organization ‘among colleagues that downp]ay hierarchy andl incorporate

f]exib]e»work-hours;‘3) the planning, production and distribution of'goods and

services deemed socially safe and usefui, as well as the development of

ecologically and socially adjusted technologies and production processes.4l

The overall organizational thrust is geared toward the creation of a more

~ decentralized, humanized working environment, "to achieve smallness within
‘large organisation.” From this "small is beautiful" orientation, one |nay ,

correctly infer that the writings of E, 'F. Schumacher are an off-quoted"

source, if not required reading for eco-entrepreneurs.42 The preference for
small, self-managed enterprises. rests on' a - belief that democratic
decisipn-hakihg can only occur 1in the presénce of decentralized economic

relations.
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But decentralization is no substitute for capital formation, and small

businesses as a rule are less likely to find easy access to credit. Hence,

one question that provokes dissension among many ecology-minded producers is -

whether or not to accept state subsidies for a]terhative projects. Some fear

cooptation; others are adamant in their rejection of the system as a whoTe.

Netzwerk Selbsthilfe has provided one alternative source of capital for
projects, based on sympathiiers' vo]uhtary contributions to a mu]ti-purpbse

fund.  Their errat1c Vcr1t1c1sms of monopoly cabita]ism‘ notwithstanding,

“eco- act1v1sts have also been known to make trips to the public troughs about

which some are more red-faced than others. Huber estimates that 1ess than 40

percent of the>organized ﬁa]ternative“ brojects.are sel f-financing, whi]e‘30
percent'receive dtrect subsidies from church or state. institutions and another
30 :percent - are - dependent upon indirect subsidies, . grants,
“solidarityecollectionsT and'prirate incomes.#3 As Maier points out; however,
those who reject any - form of state subsidizatien may in fact Be the most
politically consistent among the alternative produeers,- insofar as their
"drop-out" lifestyle itself refleqts a total rejection’ of the system and,

therefore, a radical concept of political economy.

Neither- Huber nor Maier -overlook the' class .dimension inherent to the .

creation of a° secondary or "dual" economy. On the one hand, many of those

seeking greater personal fulfillment in self-owned and -operated businesses
are representatives of a new,‘prdfessiena1 middle class who lack neither the

motivation nor the skills necessary to pursue “the alternative careers route.

These are the true post-mater1a11sts who have enJoyed so much academ1c_'

attention of 1ate,447 But the alternative economy:a]so draws a s1gn1f1cant

number‘of recruits from the ranks of the socially marginal, e.g., unemplqyeds

youth, »potehtiaT de1ihquents,' drug users and Ausgeflippten, embittered or

e
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‘resigned academics.#® While attempts to incorporate the broad array of

a]ternqtive‘ business ventures and projects into. a ~1oose1y coordinated
"Self-Help Network" system (rep]étev with its own fjhancihg mechanisms and
revénue sdurcesj may enhance their -economic ‘significance in the short run,
some fear that the -netWOrk can just as ‘easi1y be reduced to a;.kind of

surrogate welfare syétem; relieving both the state and the,brivate market of

‘their social security and service responsibilities. ’'In 1light of the

"self-help" orientation, it is not surprising that the'conservativeVEDU'has

offered both moral and fiscal support'to al ternative entrepreneurs in BerTin;

for example.46 ' The theoretical parallels aside, the- actual products,,and-

it
techno]ogies advocated by Okosozialismus proponents are less likely to enjoy

“the widespread support of more conventional industrialists, however.

1]
E. Okotechnik

Not 5urprising]y; the works of Aﬂvih Toffler aé well as the Global 2000
Report compiled under :the Carter Administration are frequently citéd in

EufOpéan ecological circles -- probably to a greater degree.than they are in.

their country of origin.47 Techno-optimists find themselves pitted against

'Eco-pessimists; Zero-Growthers and Pro-ThirdWOrlqers, in a confrontation that

has been rendered much more direct by the reverberations of the 1973 energy

crisis.. Efforts to move beyond crisis management to more combrehensive,

reforms have in part been stymied by divisions within the scientific community

called upon to weigh economic cohsequences against ecologicé1 imperatives. At

the basis of an Eco-technological image of society is a réCognitidn on thei
part of thekereens thét,_fafher than juktaposing the dictates»of Nature and -
.TechnoTogy, there is a pressing need to determine the proper re]atiohship
_ between the two. Ecologists no-]onger~cohcentrate on a generalized criticism

of all forms of technology -and innovation; they quect instead to specifit:
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technoTogies,- especially those controlled ~by major corporate powers,

Criticisms stem from those who have'pafticipated in techho]ogica] development,

_as well as from groups immediately affected by it. Moreover, the reagtion to
technology involves not solely negative criticisms, but also positive

recommendations and alternatives (outlined below), which ‘have only become

possible through the processes of advanced industrialization.
The premise behind Eco-technology advanced by Huber is that "there are

alternatives

industrial society."48  This ‘position is analogodé' to the mixed-economy
inclinations cited earlier. .The objective is not to wiﬁe~out the;systém per
se, but to go far beyond a mere tfeatment of deruptive Symptoms in. the body
politic. . No one can afford to or wants to oppose ecology openly. The main
problem is one df_ estab]ishihg a consensus regarding‘ what.. kind - of
envfrohmental‘ po]icieé and prescriptions will bénef%t society' most. ‘The
“1imits: to grthh“ climate is expected ;to have a braking effect on
superindustrialization, that is on fhe spiraling deVe]opment measured»in terms
of‘"eyér more? ever further, ever bigger and smaller, ever hardér..."49

The long journey to thetland of SkbteChnik, according to its theorists;

must begin with the not-so-small. task of‘dea]ing with the pollption problems

of here and now, initially, at least, the attainment of this objective will

require the enlightened regulatory services of the state. The primary, if not

moét primitive form, of Eco-technoldgy< entails - the disposa1‘ of garbage, -

chemical and nuclear wastes. The.techniuns range from burning to filtering,

water treatment, - soundproofing, ‘rechanneling eff]uents, etc. The sec0ndt

category of eco-techniques includes the sorting, réprocessing and'recycling.of
organic and nonorganic substances, such as'p]ant'waste,»paper, glass, old oil,

thermal wastes and electrical conversion. The third level calls for more

in the industrial society, there are no alternatives to
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scientific measurement and more rigorous record-Keeping with respect to the

Aeffects of toxic substances in wafer,> in the air and food chain, and on.

climate. This would permit controlled 'experiments' ranging from satellite

* observations down to_genetic research. Ecq-tethnologiES would be app]iéd to

improvements 1in the areas of urban revitalization; local, regional and

international transportation systems; and the promptfon-of alternative énergy
policies. The emphasis on '"soft -paths," e.g., -solar, would pérmit

‘decentralization, providing both new jobs and greater citizen control, in

contrast to capital-intensive, centralized "hard paths," viz., nuclear energy.
] . ’ : . )
‘Okotechnik proponents such as Huber and Toffler have interjected the new

concept of  "3-D - growth:" Durchbrechertechnologie,  Dualwirtschaft,

Diensfleistungsokonomie (breakthrough technology, dual eéonomy and service
industries).50 The “breakthrough” character of Eco-technology looks to

microelectronics, biomass/biochemistry, telematics, genetic technology, space

co]onization,'and labor-saving computerization. In other words, they presume

that advances 1in the high-tech. fields need not be detrimental to the

eco-system by’definition; conversely, concerns for the environment may be seen

to stimulate new types and new applications of advanced technology.

The images of a society dominated by such eco-technological wonders‘are

not, of cdurse, shared or welcomed by -all who identify with,the Green and

enVironmentaTist groubs,,e.g., elements of the "Eco-Right" who are committed

to a zero-growth strategy. The common position that does emerge is that

alternatives are avai]ab]e,'thatjthe‘risks'involved in non-action are'greater

than those inherent to innovation and reform, and that the costs of preserving

the environment should fall primarily to those who have in the-past socialized

abuses and injuries while privatizing profits. Greens and their sympathizers

further share a belief that -the assessment of environmental risk is a
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political process in and of itself. Attempts made to "quantify" risk in terms
of potential human casualties, safe levels of physical exposure to toxic
substances, or even in terms of maximal financial liabilities for public or
private sector actors -- based on imprecise indicators at best -- often
obscure an unfair distribution of risk among diverse segmeﬁts of society.
Qualitative variables receive 1ittle attention for 1lack- of "accurate"
measuring devices, as defined by the system. "Political ecology" is perceived
as an integral component of "political economy," fusing social-legal rights
with technocratic interests and assessments of 1ikely economic outcomes (e.g.,
the cost of clean-ups versus the price of accident prevention). Jungk's

vision of a nuclear police-state offers one illustration of a possible failure

to weigh the risks of maiming loss and 1imb against a permanent loss of civil

liberties. Under the emerging ecological paradigm, the burden of-proof would
necessarily fall to the risk creator, who would have to demonstrate that
potential technological benefits outweigh actual, "acceptable", risks.5l

The four images outlined above, -- as unrefined as they may appear on
particular points -- are but the bi]]ars upon which the environmentalist

"vanguard" (in Milbrath's terms) hope to construct a new society. Implicit in
the discussion of these four images are two additional dimensions which have
yet to evolve separately, but which this author be]ieveé nonetheless provide
distinct rallying points and pptentia] linkages for the panoply of coalescing
social movements. They are %ko-feminismus and 6ko-1nternationa1ismus
(Eco-feminism and Eco-internationalism, respectively); for reasons of space
these constructs cannot be developed here, but both have:accounted for some
rather dramatic media coverage during the relatively short l1ife-span of the
Greens.52 The key question is whether either the actions or the images of

this young but feisty party will leave its imprint on the political system at
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large.
IV. INNOCENCE LOST: PQLITICAL EXPERIENCES AND THE GREENING OF GERMANY
Protests movements are primarily feactive in nature'ahd hencévcannot be
‘divorcéd>from'the‘socio-economic en?ifonment in which they unfold. Moreover,
prosition movements in recent decadés have rarely developed in isolation ffom
oné'other. In the short-run, protesters may fail to achieve specific movement
objectives. Hoﬁever, this does not preclude the possibility of.suéceszu]]y
.effecting 1es$ easf]y discernible- changes in" the 1ong-rUn,‘eifher in-public
conscioﬁsness or in:thé structure -of political oppqﬁtunity;"The_integratfon’
and assimilation of certain protest "experiences" can lead participants
,themsé]?es to develop . a sense 6f the evo]ufionary character -of their 
movements. _ ' | | ‘ |
The }purpose. of this‘ paper was to ;shed light on the - changing
socio-poiiticalicontext that has fostered the‘grthh of the Germén'“Qreen"
movement, as well as to present its images of an a]tefnaiivé society which
cannot be divorced from a complex web of international, political, economic
and technological deve1opments.' While the images and strategies adobtéd by
West German anti-nuclear groups find their‘;oots in earlier protest moVements,
" they have undergone'a.gignificant transformation. What Were once viewed as

irreconcilable ideological differences have bégun fo converge under the

preface “eco. ‘The most significaht dimensions of that transformation can
only be quickly summar1zed below. 1 : |

The days are gone when political Teaders could try to compare the eco]ogy
“movement with earlier, s1ng1e—1ssuevprotests; such as the campaign against the
1968 Emergency Legisiatfbn, in’thé hopes that,protests’would die 60wn with
time or get>1ost in a plethora of other social proS]ems. The unifying factor

‘amongﬂprotest-movements and citizen initiatives-oflthe 1980's is no Tonger an
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overarching ideology, typifying the century-old struggle between the socialist

Teft and the éapita]ist ‘right. More important are the substantive and

procedural .connections ‘that. participan£5‘ are discovering és each movement
evolves, with environmental issues providing a. centripetal force. Neither
anti-nuclearism nor political alienation per se can be seen as the'key issue
that>has.dri9en the German public into the arms of a]tehnativevmovémehts. At

best, one can argue that the sixties' call to "dare more democracy" directed

the active public's attention to environmental issues which, upon closer :
socio-economic scrutiny, fueled their sense of being shut-out of the political

decision-making process. Protesters' substantive andAprocedural demands" have

become mutually reinforcing.

‘The rudiméntary Eco-ideo]ogy outiined above'is'signifibant in that it
ho]ds the potential for binding ;ogethér the many and sundry social vaements_

‘that have crossed the West German ﬁo]itical stage over the Tlast ten years.

But the Greens have a long way to go before they.can be expected to producean

internally consistent, politically comprehensive platform. " After all, as a

Party the Greens @re only. five years old, and are just as enfft]ed to commit
‘political blunders and tactical miscalculations as the so-called system

_parties. Furthermore, their fundamental commitment to self-determination

preciudes the adoption of a majority-imposed ideo]ogy. In fact,_“the many

real diffebences between these .groups .should not be seen as a sign of

weakness, but as proof of the,movement'slvita1ity.“53 _
Eco-activists have ﬁiayed down the Eepressive‘Character of hcapitg]ism“

in the recognition that the end of the industrial system as we know it aiso

portends significant changes in the existing economic Structures. It is not

oh]y'capita1ist'corporatidns and multinationals, but large-scale drganizatiohs

ih'géner;l that are being rejected in favor of>se1f—he1p projects and'communa1)
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arkangeménts. West German activists of thereightieéfare much Tless naive about

accepting furtherf techno]ogi¢a1 "progress" as the solution to fundamental .

social prqb]ems;‘but neither do they accept technological development as the
exclusive domain of traditional, profit-seeking interest Eong1omérates, They

oppose the abuses and inequities perpetuated by capitalist domination over the

production processes (as well as those filed undér‘"rea1 existing socialism").

' Ironica11y,'they are nonetheless outspoken proponents of the personal freedoms _

~and se]f-actuajizing consumer -choices;Athat capiia]ism in theory claims to
guarantee. | ‘ .
If Toff]ér“s and Huber's reflections on the "“third wave," the

- post-industrial/high~tech revolution, hera]d‘the end of édvanced industrial

_society as we know it, then this transformation will also mean an endvto-the~

sy§tem- of party; politics that has prevailed to date. As early as 1977,

~Johanno Strasser came to the conclusion that slower economic. growth and less

affluence need. not automatically or inevitably result in the’»déc1iner of !

democracy, a point likely to meet with strong but ambivalent reaction in a
twice-devastated Germany.54 \ The converse would also appear to “hold, - that

‘higher rates-of economic growth and greater wealth (the Wirtschaftswunder) is

not perceived ‘to have automatically guaranteed a larger méasuré of

partitipatory democracy and personal freedom. With respect to the question of-

balance between grbﬁth and fkeedom in the 1980's, "the answer one hopes to
find lies in personal engégement and in fhe ﬁo]itica] actionS"undertakén
today."55 Partiéjpafion is- the lifeblood ofrthe_movement that recognizes each
indiiidua] asiah.indispensab1e "experf“ in‘fe1ation to his/her own needs. -

Aé - Marcuse predicted’ over a decade - ago, . environmental ~and peace
ﬁrotestersfhave learned thaf political power brokers énd economic fbrces

cannot’be'puéhed aside, ‘they must be;combatﬁed_on‘their own grounds. -
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This means that, from the:beginning; the personal and particular
Tiberation, refusal, withdrawal must broceed within the po]iticai
context defined by the situation in which»the radica1 oppositibn
finds 1tse1f and must continue, in the theory and the practice the
radical- critique of the Establishment within- the Estabiishment 56 - »
Therein 11es the significance of “1nnocence lost." The re]atiqns between
politics, economics and ‘ecology must extend beyond the limits to intimacy
heretotore imposed by either the.right or the left. If ecology is-tQ have a
future, it can-only do ‘so by losing its “indnstriai- innocence," viz., it

~cannot call for a "return to the pastures." It.must accept industrialization

for the “benefits it provides and “find ways of mininizing- the inherent

- environmental ‘and human risks.  The future growth prospects of business and
- ;industry, in turn, Wiiivdepend on their ability to adapt to a‘wide range of_;
environmental concerns‘and Constraints.‘TThe relation must becdme a reciprotai’

A:bne which the Greens beiieve4can only be achieved>on the basis of qualitative

~changes in the structure and function of po]iticai and economic power.
4 Huber's conc1u51ons with respect to the German Greens in particuiar can

ea511y be extended to West European env1ronmentaiists in genera1
One thing is clear, who claims to be a “Green" today doesn' t tell us
mucht The Greens are . everywhere.'s But what kind of- Greens are
they?.. Dd they' wish tb escape from history and break with
industrial deve]opment or do they w1sh [to part1c1pate in] another .
development of - 1ndustr1a1 society? Ecology ‘is not the end pf p
industrialism, and in “the final analysis, it is not even its

A antithesis. Rather, Aecongy‘ is' the destiny ‘of'rindustry and its .

further fuifillment. Eco]ogy has 1ost her poiiticai 1nnocence She

must now reveal her true colors.57
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- The kaleidOScope of 6rientations that lie at the»root of this emerging
Eco-ideo1ogy will make the fasks of revéﬁationland synthéQis difficu]t'to be:
sure. The potential benefits to be derived from the alternative future(s)
- projected by thesevﬁggfimages suggesﬁ that it ié a task wqrth;uﬁdertaking
| nevertheless. Given the interdependent charaéter of .fhe many pressing
prOb]ems'that have dominated the Campaign.ageﬁdas of even the system partiés
since>the creation_éf the Greens eépecia]]y acid rain, NATO deployments and
structural unemp]oymént, this task may amountkto an exercise in survival --

for the parts as well as the whole.
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