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gHILD ABUSE IN INDIA: A THEORETICAL OVERVIEW

Abstract

As a [social issue that merits interest and intervention, child abuse is

in its infancy in India. Professionals fraom within the country have suggested

that there

problem.

is a need to recognize and empirically validate the extent of the

| However, before empirical investigations can be undertaken,

definitions and their applicability need to be assessed. This paper reviews

the newly |evalved definition of child abuse, some literature on child abuse

in India

and discusses implications for human service professionals,

researcherns and palicy-makers.
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CHILD ABUSE IN INDIA: A THEORETICAL OVERVIEW

Introduction

—~cultural literature has brought awareness that child abuse, first

as a significant social issue in the developed Western world, in fact,

occurs internationally, bath in developed and developing

While its identification, its farm and its scope may

nations, its widespread prevalence is increasingly becoming a source

concern. Knowledge aof the phenomenon of child abuse in

» Third World countries is often camouflaged by the norms, values and

expectations of differing socia-cultural traditions.

The Qt
of the Inr
century wﬂ

amendad in

Children Act which extended the legislation of the first Children Act to all

states and
The aim HJ
harmed in

(Belavadiy

s to protect the child from being

such

jsceptibility of children to abuse and neglect has been in the awareness

ian political consciousness since at 1least the early part of this

h the passage of the first Children Act of 1924 in Bombay and further

subsequent years. The Central Governmenty in 1960, passed the Central

the

called far the protection of children against cruelty and indigﬁify.

assaulted or willfully neglectéd - or

a Wway as to cause unnecessary mental and physical suffering

19893 Pande, 1988). Furthermore, the Juvenile Justice Acf of 1986 also

calls for t

it is appﬁrent that the political infra-structure af Indis

potential L

Despi
1

is very li

he protection and care of children who are destitute or neglected. Thus
is both aware of the

f harm for children and has taken measures to address this awareness.

te the existence of the Children Act and the Juvenile Justice AEt, there

ttle awareness both in the general public and among human service
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professionals about the extent and severity of child abuse among children in India

(Mehta, 1982

Nath & Kohli, 19883 Singh, 1988). Only after the problem comes to

the forefront as a matter of national concern will policy makers and professionals

respaonsible
behalf of ah

L
|
knowledge abo

by the first
forms of mal

implications

Child

since time

J—

|
sexual exploi

times and con

were, and sti

be treated as

child rearing

Western civiJ

recognized as

The Nati
defines child
physically, e
for their bas

the United St

1sed and

ab

for delivering services see the need for intervening aggressively on

neglected children. This paper (a) discusses the state of

ut child abuse in India and the definition of child abuse as advanced
National Seminar on Child Abuse in India, (b) identifies some of the
treatment to which children may be sub jected and () discusses
for human service professionals and policy-makers.

Child Abuse as an International Concern

using practices have been intrinsic to the fabric of human society

mmemarial. Infanticide, ritual mutilations, physical battering,

tation, slavery and abandonment, for example, were common in ancient

tinue to persist in present society te varying degrees. Children

11 in many cultures, are regarded as the property of their parents to

the latter wish (Kadushin & Martin, 19883 Walker et al, 1988) since

and discipline is considered a private family matter. Even in the

izationy child abuse and neglect have only fairly recently been

ma jor social problems.

onal Center on Child Abuse and Neglect (1981) in the United States,

abuse, or battering, as purposefully mistreating children by

motionally or sexually injuring them, and neglect as not providing

of

ic physical, emotional or educational needs. Since the enactment

the extent anc

most countrie

children (Kad

ates’ federal laws requiring the reporting of child abuse in ' 1974,
1 scope of the prablem are becoming increasingly apparent. Although
E provide sanctions against parents who abuse or neglect their

ushin & Martin, 1988}, only the United States, Canada and Great




Britain have developed specialized preograms to identify vulnerable or victimized

children (Kamerman, 1973). i

Finkelhor and Korbin (1988), in their important article on child abuse as an

international issue, recognize that child abuse as defined and identified in the

West is not{|necessarily applicable across cultures and national boundaries, and
i
they propose a universal definition of child abuse as "the partion of harm to

children that results from human action that is proscribed, -proximate and
preventable! (Finkelhor & Korbin, 1988:4). This definition distinguishes it from
other social, economic and health problems of international concern and allows its

application to a range of situations and cultural contexts. Focus is on the

intention of the perpetrator and social censure based primarily on the local
standards and norms and that springs from an awareness that what may be abusive in
one culturel may well be socially sanctioned in ancther.

i Child Abuse in India

Revie@s of social service literature on child abuse in India indicate a
dearth of.infnrmatinn on the subject, because everi though a problem may exist, it
may not be so perceived by human service professionals since terms such as
harshness,fdiscipline and abuse are culture-specific, and professionals wha come

from a similar cultural backgrounds may neither perceive nor recognize abuse as a

problem (Singh, 1988). Poffenberger (1981) suggests that abusive behavier toward
children that deviates from socially accepted norms and is the result of adults’
emnticnalidisturbances may not be widespread in India because of stronger family
support s %tems and the restraining influences of the extended family. However it
is more likely that there exists a pervasive apathy toward child abuse in the
family thqt is a result of two inextricably interwoven factors in the Indian
society, namely (a) the widespread acceptance of corporal punishment as part of

i
normal child rearing and control, and (b} the prerogative of the parents in




|

disciplining their children as they will (NIPCCD, 1988).

In addition, in a

society replete with problems of poverty, ignorance, malnutrition, disease and

overcrowdipg, many human service professicnals who are in a position to notice

child abuse within

are apatheh

interventi

The a
long exist
infants--ar
(Krishnaswu
Although t
females
prednminaq
19813 Relé
of child
family, or
coverage i

general co

first Nati

the auspfces aof the WNatianal
Development.
Nevertheless, even the scanty

major confilict that

distinguis

included i

ttention of some social scientists

ent phenomena occurring
amy,
he survival rate of infants at birth
than males
t pattern is not found in

battering and the sexual

n the wmedia.

hing between

n the report

the family are either unaware of the existence of this problem,

ic toward it or are already heavily invested in human service

ons of a different nature (Korbin, 19813 Mehta, 19825 Singh, 1988).

in the early 1980s focused on two

in India: Infanticide--primarily of female

d benign or selective neglect--again primarily of female children

19845 Mehta, 19825 Miller, 1981, 19845 Poffenberger, 1981).

is almost universally higher for

in both industrialized and developing countries, this

Sri Lankas Pakistan and India (Poffenberger,

& Kanitkar, 1979). Since the late 1980s,- the existence of the problem

and emotional abuse of children within the

by caregivers, has become more apparent as it has received increasing
the

It has also, more specifically, been brought into

nsciousness of some human service professionals as is evidenced by the

onal Seminar on Child Abuse in India, held in New Delhi in 1988 under

Institute of Public Cooperation and Child

literature an child abuse in India reveals a

social scientists face in defining the problem and in

intrafamilial abuse and societal abuse. Several papers

of the National Seminar indicate an intermingling of the

two types

types of

|
&

of abuse and a difficulty in iseclating one type from ancther. Certain

societal abuse have been increasingly recognized as major social prablems




in the cou%try, and many activists have advocated on behalf of children sub jected

ta such fers of abuse. Most. common among these are child 1labory, child

prostitutipn, child beggary, child marriages and the presence of street children.

While thes? are major destructive, and often dangerous, forms of abuse in the life
af a child& they are more the result of poverty and societal norms that allow the
explaitati%n of the very poor than the result of familial pathology. Child abuse,
ar the purkuseful maltreatment of children by physically, emotionally ar sexually
harming thkm often occurs within the family, and is the result of a variety of
combinatinhs of child related factors, parent related factors and situational
factors (Méyhall & Norgard, 1983).

Dther'than infanticide, physical abuse such as parental child battering has
not been wéll documented in India. Perhaps, as Poffenberger (1981) suggests, its

nccurrenc? is rare because of supports provided by the extended family. However,

with thel|increase of industrialization and urbanization, there has been

significant movement away from the extended family structure to the nuclear one
(Sinha, 1?34) and with this must come some of the stresses associated with child
abuse in tﬁe Western countries. Increasing media coverage and a few findings of
child gufdance clinics have led some social scientists and human service

prafessionals to conclude that child abuse is varied and includes beating,

emotional abuse, abandonment and sexual abuse and to suggest that this is
associated:E in addition to industrialization and urbanizaticn, with parental
expectatiqu, marital discord, divorce, dual career families, poor housing, poor
parental mental health, alcoholism, substance abuse and superstition (Rath, 19883
Singh, 19é8).

SEIEﬁtive or benign neglect is fairly well recognized as a form of population

contral and for the intra-~familial distribution of limited resources in a country

where females and disabled children are devalued and perceived as major




liahilitie;
food and he
boys and gi
(19793 sugg

|
rural areas

» The selective distribution of resources, especially in the form of
alth care is evidenced in the disparate height and weight gains between

-ls in urban and rural areas (Dandekars 1279). Furthermore, Dandekar

ests that the differential levels of infirmities in the two sexes, in

especially, indicate that females, if disabled, are neglected to

death. On|| the ather hand, sexual abuse, or the involvement of dependent,
develnpmen?élly immature children in sexual activities they do not . fully
comprehend|[(Helfer & Kempe, 1976) has been sanctioned against as is indicated in

the Juvenil
that sexual

b
(Jabbi, 198

prostitutio

is punisha

superstitia
(Ashtekar,
abuse to wh
child abuse
sexual expj
little or n

whole, are

strictly gu

It is

W
i

abuse requji

of the perp
observer

!
the effect

perception

Ny

o attention.

res the interplay eof three factors:

fayhall & Norgard,

and response of observers may vary greatly based on societal norms

e Justice Act and the Children Act. The legislations clearly indicate

activity with even a consenting child under the age of fifteen vyears

le by law. Nevertheless child marriages abound in several states

&) and persist because of poverty and tradition. In addition, child

which 1is rampant in the 1large cities, is nurtured by the

n that venereal disease 1is cured through intercourse with a virgin

19689). However, these are but two of the numerocus forms of sexual

ich a child may be subjected, and while they are forms of societal

y they do not necessarily indicate intrafamilial sexual abuse. The

citation of a c¢hild by a family member or a care-giver has received

Cultural norms and sacial taboos against sexuality, as a

so pervasive in India that this form of abuse is probably kept a

larded secret by both perpetrator and victim.

generally recognized that the definition and identification of <child
(1) the intent and/or the behavior

etrator, (2) the effect on the child and (3) the perception of the

19683). While the behavior of the perpetrator and

on the child may be similar in two different cultural environments, the

and




cultural caonditioningy awareness of and sensitivity to the issue of child abuse,
and personél values and experience. It becomes apparent, then, that before any
meaningful(lempirical research can he cnnaucted on the extent and scape aof the
problem of |child abuse in India, there needs to be a more clear definition of
intra—familial child abuse based on the perceptions of the general public and
human service personnel and the vagaries of associated values and persanalities.

Defining Child Abuse

The 1788 National Seminar on Child Abuse in India developed the following

definitionlnf child abuse:

Child||Abuse and Neglect (CAN) is the intentional, non-accidental injury,
maltreatment of children by parents, caretakers, employers or others
including thaose individuals representing governmental/ non-governmental
bodies which may lead to temporary or permanent impairment of their

physical, mental and psycho-social development, disability or death
(NIPCECD, 1988:10).

Two points become readily apparent in this definition: (1) The definition of
child abu;e and neglect does not differentiate hetween familial and societal
abuse, and![(8) the definition, though broad enough to cover all forms of child
abuse wilJ cause child welfare workers -the same difficulties in operationalization

as those experienced by their counterparts in the Western world. While the

evolution of this definition is important in India and points to @ professional
recngnitioﬁ of the need for society to pay heed to the injustices faced by several
million children, it is merely a beginning step in the long battle against child
abuse and peglect.

Same Leﬁavinrs are clearly abusive, especially if they result in the death or
disfigurement of a child and few would have a difference of apinion on that.
However, al experience has shown time and again in the West, many parental
behavinrs'L

annot ”~ immediately be identified as abusive and are subject to the

interpretation of the observer. Trained professionals may disagree on whether a
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behaviar il
human servi
abuse.
Nhile:
adults unré
neglect chi
within the
di}ferent d

group to wh

between par

ent and child are clearly defined (Segal, 1990).

abusive or naot, therefore people wha are not so trained, whether

ce professionals or not, may have even more difficulty in identifying
children can suffer a variety of forms of abuse at the hands of several

lated to them, this paper is concerned primarily with the abuse and

ldren experience at the hands of their own parents and/or guardians and
structure of the faﬁily. Abuse at the hands of the family takes on a
imension, especially in Indiay since the family is the most important
ich an individual .

belongs and the interrelationships and expectations

Net only does abuse

violate these expectations but has emotional ramifications of a nature that

not necessa

less signi
also within
one culture
necessary i

phenamenon

C——

and partic

(Giovannani
behaviars

based on tﬁ

S R —

behavior is

itself nor

judgment ab

If one

is 80 label

the area of

ay be considered neutral and acquire positive or negative

would
rily be so major had the abuse occurred at the hands of a stranger or a

icant person in the - life of a child. Yet child abuse must be viewed

the sacio-cultural context,y because what may be considered abusive in

may not be so in another. Recognizing this important fact becomes

f one takes the sociclogical perspective that assumes that any social

derives from the social system in which it occurs and/or is defined,

lar behaviors cannot be understood apart from the sacial context

& Becerra, 1979}. Thuss Giovannoni and Becerra (1979) suggést that
connotations
e expectations of a particular social system, and to assess wﬁéther a
inappropriate or deviant, one should look neither at'the behavier

at the person exhibiting that behavior but to the observer who makes a

out the behavior.

agrees that a behavior in the abstract is neither right nor wrong but
led by the cbserver, it becomes imperative that before intervention in

child abuse in India can occur, literature must identify the variety



of abusive |
1

i
observers a

The types of maltreatment that

societal ab

Central Chiy

parameters

either in t

Societal abt

e, physical

behaviars and some research must investigate the perceptions of
nd the judgments about the severity of different forms of child abuse.

Types af Child Abuse

may be found in India can be categorized as

maltreatment and non-physical maltreatment. While the

dren Act (Belavadi, 1989) precludes the maltreatment of children, the

f the maltreatment are not clearly defined and/or operationalized

his Act or in NIPCED’s (1988) definitian of child abuse.

se

Societ

society, by,

|
- 1
existence of

Naidu & Kap

al abuse

adia, 1986), child marriage

constitutes those forms of abuse that are perpetuated by

its culture and values, or by its tendency to passively accept the
a problem. Child prostitution (Ashtekar, 1989}, child beggary (Rane,

(Jabhi, 1986) and child- 1abor (Satyarthi,

1989}, all Foncomitants of poverty, are more clearly becoming recognized in India

i

as being abt

far persona

development

easy to det

which a chi

young domes

are as therg is no dearth of adults
domestic fu#ctions, hawever,
better hene#its.
U.S.A. who b
duties would expect higher wages.

much a part|

minority ca

1sive since they invelve both the exploitation of children by adults

! gain and the deprivation of the basic ingredients of  childhood.

) Nhifé-ﬁhild prostitution, child beggary and child marriage may be

ermine and condemn, child labor’ becomes more nebulous. Is any job for

ld is paid (either monetarily or in kind) a form of exploitation? Are

lic servants being exploited? Activists in India would claim that they

who are unemplayed and who could perfarm the

they would expect hégher wages, shorter hours and

From this orientation, then, is not the young boy or girl in the

abysits or mows lawns being explaited? An adult performing the same

Thus it appears that societal abuse is often so

of the culture that it is not seen as abusive until an enlightened

n visibly and vocally adveocate for change.
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Physical maltreatment.

!

Litera
physical a
children in

I
thsical-at

ture suggests that sexual abuse, beﬁign neglect, failure—-to-provide and'
use are some of the several forms of physical maltreatment to which
India may be subjected (Ashtekar, 19893 Dandekar, 1979; NIPCCD, 1988).

use. Although physical harm to a child should be both the least

difficult_t
Except whe?
often in dg
generally a
India (NIPC
be found in
short-term;
impairmenti
their chilé
general edu
children.
ébSEFVEFSﬂh
punishmeﬁt
almost all
are most 1i

recognize n

implement t

Sexual abuse.

always heeT

physical DJ

a major soc

the problem

that results

o astsess and the least

cantroversial, this is often not the case.
physical child abuse results in death or disfigurement, people are
sagreement about what constitutes abuse. As corporal punishment is

ccepted both in the U.5. (Mayhall & Norgard, 19833 Tower, 1989) and in

CD, 19885 Rane, Naidu & Kapadia, 198635 Singh, 1988), this pattern may
both countries. Little attention has been given to the immediate and
impact of physical abuse on the child or to the long-term emotional

the child may experience. In India, the right of parents to discipline

ren persists and requires that primary prevention measures, through the

cation of the publicy focus on alternative methods of socializing

Furthermore, the focus must be not only on parents, but also .on

R

%o condone, or remain silent, in the face of such discipline. Corporal

in any form of bruising or disfigurement is banned in

the states in the U.S.A. In India, human service professionals, who

kely to come across incidents of abuse, may need to be trained to

yn—accidental and unexplainable patterns of injury, and mechanisms to
he Children Act need to be activated.

The sexual use of children by adultsy, especially by parents has

considered a very serious matter, not, primarily, because of the

psychological harm dene to the child,s but because of the viclation of
ietal taboo against incest (Giovannoni & Becerra, 1979). The extent of

in India is unknown, however, the popular literature (Srinivasan,

10




1989) is beginning to indicate that it is a much more widespread phenomenen than

is currently acknowledged. Especially because of implications for the subsequent

psychnlogié 1 and moral development of the child, it behooves the social welfare

infrastructure in India to develop a greater awareness of the existence of this

problem and| the implications for a child’s adjustment.

Benign neqlect. Especially in the villages and among the very poor, where

I

resource5'£re scarce and female and/or disabled children are a liability, benign

neglect is

a viable means for families to redistribute meager resources and

practice population control. Although certainly nat secially sanctioned, it is

known to accur and little is done about it other than general attempis to educate

parents. That knowledge of the problem’s existence is fairly widespread as is

evident fram the data regarding develaopment rates in different parts of the

country (D%ndekar, 19795 Rele & Kanitkar, 1979) and more aggressive methods at

education,

1uuup1ed with tangible assistance may be the only means to combat this

very insidipus form of maltreatment.

Failure-to~provide. Medical neglect, lack of cleanliness, poor housing

LA

conditions, nutritional neglect and lack of supervision may be categorized as

failure-to-provide. Medical neglect, once often concomitant with benign neglect

I
and the laék of medical facilities, is gradually being addressed as public clinics

and public

'lawareness programs are reaching out to the general population.

Continued efforts will improve the health of children as a whole. . Purposeful

non—-attenti

veness toward a child’s complaints of physical painy, however, suggests
i

a pathologital relationship between parent and child and necessitates a different

form of intervention. Cleanliness and housing conditions are not only social

issues but

Hesues of health, and the effect of dirt and poer hygiene on the

health of the child needs more publicity. As benign neglect, nutritional neglect

is often the result of poverty, but unlike the faormer, it may result more from

' 11
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lack of resc

male, health

In addition

nutrition may be required.

that childrE

and/or find

Failure to [
I

the parentsF

in India prt

employees ta

enough to pr

faillure-to-

those behavg
resources té
Children ca
impoverished

i

heal th andj

urces and perhaps, lack of knowledge, than from a tendency to favor a

y child that is an asset and an investment rather than a liability.

to the distribution of tangible resources, more education regarding

The lack of supervision, associated with the concern

>N may engage in behaviors that are unsafe, may be subject to

prey

themselves in harmful situations, is considered abusive in the West.

yrovide supervision for a épild may suggest inadequacy on the part of

in providing protection for that child. Now governmental intervention

yvides some recourse by requiring companies with 50 or more female
provide on-site day care services. This, hawever, does not ga far
~ovide for all those persons who work in smaller enterprises. Thus,

rovide is generally known as physical neglect and usually encompasses
ors that are a result of the inability of parents to access or provide
meet their children’s basic needs. The 1990 United Nations’ Summit on

led all participating heads of state to recognize the plight of

children and to pledge to make additional efforts .to address -the.

rmutritional needs of children in their countries (Lewis, 1990).

Non-physical

injury

Behaviirs such as fostering delinquency, parental sexual mores, alcohol/drug

abuse by ,barents, emotional maltreatment and educational neglect may Dbe
* ! )

categnrizedr as non-physical injury (GBiovannoni & Becerra, 1979}, While

non—phVEicéﬁ maltreatment often receives less attention and media publicity since

it is usual
behavior in
malad justmer
il

society as

ly chronic, rather than episodic, it often results in antisocial
children who subsequently become psychosocially malad justed. Such
't may well lead to delinquency and adult criminal behavior and impact

a whole.

12
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delinquency, parental sexual mores and alcohol /drug abuse.

These three

types of ﬁ
be linked
delinquenc

antisocial

prostitutf
|

Y

arental behaviors alse constitute nonphysical maltreatment and may well

by society to concerns regarding morality, While "fostering

" clearly suggests encouragement by parents for the child to engage in

behaviars, deviant parental sexual mores or parental involvement with

on suggests abuse to a society where the acknowledgement of sex and ar

sexuality is a general taboo. Although the child may neither be directly involved

nor see t

itself, may

alcohol/driig abuse has often been closely

morality me

as a diseas

e activities of the parents, perhaps the effects of the knowledge,

3

be considered far-reaching (NIPCCD, 1988). Likewise, the area of

linked with morality (disease vs,

taphors (Barvin & Seabury, 1984)1, and the debate regarding alcoholism

ey though dormant now in the West, still periodically raises its head.

Therefore,lpeople working with children need to loek at their reasons for
consideriné activities abusive and to assess the implications.of their value

I
urientatinps on perceptions and the appropriateness of those . perceptions.: -

I

Edbtiohallﬁaitreatment. Emotional maltreatment has been found to be difficult to

document an

in the U.S{

d its occurrence and impact are frequently deliberated by professionals

» yet the scant literature on child abuse in India pays little heed to

the effect% of emotional abuse an the subsequenf ad justment of children and shows

t

little cngﬁ

izance of its longer-term contributions toward delinquent behavier. If

emotional abuse is a mechanism for contralling the behaviar of children, or their

non-physica

one of the

L
research 1li

the importa

adults,

needs are considered less than important, the community is ignaring

fantecedents of adult anti-social behavior. It becomes imperative that

ks, coupled with educational efforts, be made to sensitize parents to

nce  of emotional nurturance for the development of well ad justed

13
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onal Neglect. Despite the call by the 1990 United Nations’ Summit on

Children fo
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age group ld
" The fol
fall inta té
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paper/wstres
injustice u%
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is a societg

nutrition

Yen

r at least BO% school attendance, where illiteracy rates are high,

neglect may not be seen to be as directly relevant to the well-being

] a8 those conditions that immediately impact the child as in the areas

and physical care. Education 1is often given a lower

in the U.S. as increasing numbers of schaool-age children are

both parents and children are placing less emphasis on the need to

ol expectations. The importance of education for the advancement of

position in life cannot be ignored, and its relevance for the future

must be further children can avail

kY

recognized by society so that

T better opportunities. Public awareness programs that focus on the

f education and emphasize follow-up measures for children who fail to

1 are necessary. This may be a major undertaking, since 62% of

dren in the age group of 5-7 years, and 350% of the children in the

-14 years are out of school (UNICEF, 1984).

ms of abuse, therefore, to which a child in India may be subjected

ree cateqgories; societal abuse, familial physical abuse and familial

abuse. Since advocates in India have begun to address the issues of

se and since child abuse at the hands of parents and care—givers has

come into the cognizance this

Y of the bhuman service population,

ses the need for active public awareness measures to bring the

parental maltreatment of children into the consciousness of people

land outside the human services fields and to recognize that this, too,

1l problem and the family cannot at all times be considered sacrosanct.
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Implications for Research, Policy and Practice

This !|paper has suggested that various components of the parent-child

relationshfp are culturally defined and child maltreatment must be viewed within

the sbcial_cuntext; However, human service professionals in India need to go
beyond Finielhor and Korbin’s (1988) universal definition of child abuse as that
which results from parental behavior that is ‘“proscribed, proximate and
preventable” by actively identifying and. denouncing behaviors that, though

harmful to|the child, are not proscribed by Indian society. Children’s advecates

must lobby|for the suppert of the Rights of the Child {(UN, 1990), the Children Act

and the Juvenile Justice Act and call for the operationalization of their' edicts
also within the family unit. Specificity in the translation of these Acts is
required arﬁ necessitates the active involvement of human service professionals
and policys makers in the identification of parental behaviers that should be

considered [abusive and that should require societal intervention. Professionals

from the human services are most vital to the success of such endeavors and must
be drawn from fields such as medicine, law, social welfare and law enforcement..
It is recommended that India should adopt the prevention of child abuse and

neglect as '|a national purpose and develop a serious commitment to that end.

However, to|succeed in such an enterprise, a strong knowledge base in essential.

Knowledge in the area of child abuse and neglect in India needs to he generated

and transfe}red tq the appropriate policy-makers. The most likely source for
knowledge Jeneration may be the research university. Leadigg research
universitiet are aften at the cutting edge of knowledge, as is evidenced in the
area of chiid abuse in India by the number of university participants in NIPCCID’s
first National Seminmar on Child Abuse in India. Furthermore, leading research

universitieé usually have the resources to address the complex, interrelated and

wider-ranging policies affecting families and children and have access to the
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\.
range of essential

scholars (Hobbs,

Often
knowledge.
transferréd

and a commi

’ 2

proble

characteri

the
!
|
policy-make
allocatinq

area of ch§

be transla

for applica

sub jected.!

h
As a s
its infaﬁcy

there is a|

ted for implementation not only in instances of societal abuse but

disciplines, libraries, research facilities and networks of

19801} .

generators of knowledge, the researchers, are not the users of that

In this instance, the users may be policy-makers. Knowledge must be

from one to the other and requires an open dialogue between the two
tment to common geals. Empirical evidence regarding the magnitude of
m of child abuse in India, with information abnut‘ parental

5tics, child factors and situational conditions is essential to convince

rs and to provide them with the ammunition necessary to recommend the

of limited governmental resources to prevention and intervention in the

1d abuse. In addition, existing child welfare policy in India should

also

tion to the .range of intra-familial abuses to which children are

Summary
aocial issue that merits interest and intervention, child abuse is -in
in India. Professionals from within the country have suggested that

need to recognize and empirically validate the extent of the problem.

This paper!
sub ject I
palicy—-make
step in brﬁ
toward asse

of child ap

and interve

1
and

o, . .
ssing its scope and impact.

ii

Hiscussed the Indian definition of child abuse, some literature on the

implications for human service professionals, researchers and

TS. Public awareness campaigns with child advocates may be the initial

nging attention to the prablemy while research efforts must be directed
The call for responsiveness to the issue
use in India was made in 1988 (NIPCCD, 1988), and active investigation

tion need to begin.
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