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Chancellor’s donation to fund women’s arts program

» BRIDGET RYDER
Staff Writer

University of Missouri-
St. Louis Chancellor Tom
George and his wife, Dr.
Barbara Harbach, Profes-
sor of Music at UM - St.
Louis are making a $2 mil-
lion gift to the College of
Fine Arts and Communi-
cation. The money will be
used to establish an endow-
ment that will help to fund
the Women in the Arts
program.

“It stems from a life-
long interest in women
in the arts,” Harbach said
regarding the reason for
making the donation. Ac-

cording to Chancellor
George, he and Harbach
regularly give to UM - St.
Louis as well as to charn-
table organizations, al-
though not in amounts
of this scale. Chancellor
George and Harbach chose
to make this donation just
as UM - St. Louis’ capital
campaign is heading into
its public phase.

“I can’t go asking people
for money if I don’t give
money myself,” Chancel-
lor George said.

Choosing to make
the donation to fund the
Women in the Arts pro-
gram coincides with Har-
bach’s passion as well.

Harbach earned her doc-
torate in music in 1981 and
noted that over the dura-
tion of her studies only
one women Compaoser,
Clara Schuman, was men-
tioned. She realized how
neglected the accomplish-
ments of women both past
and present have been.

In an effort to make
the accomplishments of
women artists more wide-
ly recognized, Harbach
began the Women in the
Arts program during the
2004-2005 academic year.
Activities included a sym-
posium and a concert by
the St. Louis Symphony
featuring solely the works

» CHRIS STEWART
Asst. A&E Editor

New student orientation is a
three part organizational effort
conducted by the Center of Stu-
dent Success (CSS), the Welcome
Center, and University Admis-
sions. It takes place each year di-
rectly before the commencement
of the fall semester.

Drew Griffin, Associate Direc-
tor of Admissions at the Univer-
sity of Missouri St. Louis, was one
overseer of this year’s orientation
that took place in the Millennium
Student Center (MSC).

“The Center for Student Suc-
cess is there to support and help

WEATHER |
MON. 82

students out, and the Welcome
Center is basically the front door
of the University,” Griffin said.
Admissions plays its own role in
the orientation process.

“Some of these students are still
in the decision process,” Griffin
said.

In order to assist still-unregis-
tered students in their decision
process, University Admissions
offers sessions for students with
University advisors. Such ses-
sions are also available for all new
students during orientation, the
main portion of which consists of
a web of tours around campus.

Read more at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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of women composers.

The Women in the
Arts program then went
on hiatus until it was re-
established in 2008. Last
year, the program took
“Booth,” an original musi-
cal composed by UM - St.
Louis faculty including
Harbach, to New York.
This year the Women in
the Arts program will be
presenting its first opera,
“O, Pioneers,” October
9th and 10th at the Touhill
Performing Arts Center.

In the future, Harbach
plans to have lectures on
historical women creators,
film screenings, poetry

readings and art exhibits.

Orientation welcomes new stu

At 8

She also hopes to es-
tablish a resource center
and library of Women in
the Arts that will become
a place for scholars to do
research. The goal of the
women in the Arts pro-
gram is to make the work
and influence of women
artists more widely known
and to give encouragement
to women creators of to-
day.

According to John Hyl-
ton, dean of the College of
Fine Arts and Communi-
cation, Women in the Arts
has thus far been funded
by community donations.

Read more at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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Tour guides lead students and parents through campus.
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Students eager for greener practices on campus

» JASON BECKRING
Staff Writer

Civilizations all across
the globe have gradually
begun to assemble their
cultures in a march towards
ecological liberation.

The world has been
inundated with .informa-
tion and technology in an
effort to educate, inspire
and transform the con-
sumer populace. The me-
dia, Hollywood, Capitol
Hill, multi-million dollar
conglomerates, -local gov-
ernments and even the
hometown grocery store
have all joined the march.
Television programs, leg-
islation, cleaning products,
recycle programs and reus-
able grocery bags are only a
few that have been awarded

to the world from this new
found green revolution.
Now two students from
the University of Missouri-
St. Louis are making their
own contribution.

In addition to the nu-
merous traditions that cur-
rently exist on campus, ju-
niors Stephanie McDonald
and Kristen Deason of the
Ecology Honors College
are proposing another ad-
dition to UM-St. Louis in
order to make the grounds
more “eco-friendly.” Mc-
Donald explains that dur-
ing the research of a class
project she and Deason
stumbled upon the idea to
turn the entrance to South
Campus into a prairie, in-
cluding “wild flowers and
things like that.”

Mcdonald went on to

explain thar the project
would most likely begin
in the spring and that the
Honors Ecology students

would = begin collecting
seeds in the fall.
Deason explains that this

project would be a benefi-
cial addition to the campus
both economically and eco-
logically.

“A wildflower meadow
would help prevent soil
erosion, it would save
$5000 a year by not having
to mow or do landscaping,”
Deason said, “and there are
rumors of a new ‘green’
nursing building that might
be built nmext to it that
would tie right in.”

Dean Bob Bliss of the
Pierre Laclede Honors Col-
lege adds that the new addi-

tion would also “provide a

great natural beauty as well
as a natural environment
for local wildlife.”

The students explained
that they had proposed |
this idea to UM- St. Louis
Chancellor Tom George
and the proposal had been
warmly received. Deason

~ stated there would be an-

other presentation at the
start of the school year to
the Fiscal Facilities Com-
mittee.

Currently UM-St. Louis
has already instituted many
green practices across the
campus. The University’s
Environmental Health and
Safety Department over-
sees The Greex Campus
Initiative.

Read more at
www.thecurrentonline.com

Mind of Peace travels to Middle East

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

Last winter, an experi-
ment in peacemaking be-
tween Israel and Palestine
began on the University of
Missouri St. Louis campus.
Since then, Dr. Sapir Han-
delman moved the Mind of
Peace Experiment, a model
for negotiating in the Is-
raeli-Palestinian  conflict,
to another U.S. university
campus even to Israel itself.

“The Mind of Peace
Experiment was an infor-
mative program that gave
participants and observers
a unique opportunity to
explore the process of, and
the difficulties encountered
in, negotiating for peace,”
Terry Williams, Center for
International Studies said.

The Center for Interna-
tional Studies sponsored
the two different M.O.P.E
sessions at UM-St. Louis.

“It was an impressive ex-
perience observing the hard
work and genuine commit-
ment of the negotiators,”
Williams said “one felt joy
at every advance and sor-
row at every obstacle that
couldn’t be overcome.”

Robert Bauman, assis-
tant director of the Center
for Internmational Studies,
was also involved in the ex-
periment on campus.

“This project developed
out of a talk (Handelman)
gave at UMSL on Septem-
ber 25, 2008 on ‘Conflict
and Peacemaking: The Pal-
estinian-Israeli  Struggle,”
he said. “Sapir was on cam-
pus last year as the holder
of the Lentz Fellowship in
Peace and Conflict Resolu-
tion Research...”

“In the talk Sapir ad-
vocated the creation of a
public assembly that would
be a forum for resolution
of the conflict,” Baumann

said. “My understanding
is that after the talk some
members of the audience
encouraged him to experi-

ment with a public forum-

in St. Louis and that led
him to associate with Ma-
zen Badra and conduct the
first M.O.P.E. here.”

There were two sessions
on campus, one in late 2008

MATTHEW HILL / THE CURRENT
The moderators of M.O.P.E., Sapir Handelman from Israel (right)
and Mazen Badra from Palestine (left) conducting the signing
ceremony Feb. 1 at UM-St. Louis.

and the other earlier this
year. Handelman, an Israe-
li, needed a co-moderator
and organizer to help with
the Palestinian side. He
found that collaborator in
Professor Mazen Badra, a
Palestinian on the Webster
University faculty.

See MIND OF PEACE, page 3
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UM-St. Louis helps pump
life into the community

» JASON BECKRING
Staff Writer

University of Missouri-
St. Louis offers numerous
programs that community
members can participate in
and a plethora of volunteer
opportunities as well. The
Community Chorus brings
the public and students to-
gether in song. The UM-St.
Louis Continuing Educa-
tion Department is the hub
for many opportunities de-
signed to help solve prob-
lems that exist within the
community. Some of the
programs offered are The
Neighborhood Leadership
Academy, which accord-
ing to the website, strives
to “connect resources at the
university,” The Commu-
nity Partnership Program,
The Non-Profit Manage-

ment and Leadership Pro-
gram, and University ex-
tension.

The Community Part-
ner Program hosts services
in the vein of The Brown
Bag Series, which brings
students and community
members together to dis-
cuss issues in the area. Pre-
vious discussions were held
in April and focused on
community gardens and
the detrimental role that
they played. Further inter-
action’ can be found in the
Seminar Series, which will
have its first series this fall.

Another program soon
to be offered will begin
on Thursday September
24. Here, the Empowering
Young Women Conference
will ascend upon the cam-
pus. This is when the Em-
powering Young Women’s

program will have its “pre-
conference.” According to
the website the conference
is supposed to “empower
young women” and to in-
spire them to maximize
their opportunities. The
conferences are created for
junior high to high school
age girls and will be held
several times throughout
the academic year.

In addition, UM-St.
Louis broadens it contri-
bution of support by aid-
ing fellow educators that
inhabit the metropolitan
area. Last week, Saturday
August 14", The Continu-
ing Education Department
hosted The Teacher Assis-
tance Program and invited
first through fourth vear
teachers.

Read more at
www.thecurrentonline.com

UM-St. Louis’ International Business
program named to Top 20

On Friday August 21, 2009, U.S.
News and World Report magazine re-
leased their annual list of top U.S. Uni-
versity programs. This list, the 2010
edition, includes The University of Mis-
souri, St. Louis” International Business
Program, which ranked number 15.
This ranking represents UM-St. Louis’
seventh year in a top 20 position in the
U.S. News and World Report’s list.
UM-St. Louis’ International Business
Program is also celebrating its ten year
anniversary as it was formed as a collab-
oration between the College of Business
Institute and the Pierre Laclede Honors
College in 1999.

{1
Journalism
is the ability to meet
the challenge of
filling space”

-Rebecca West

CORRECTIONS

The Current regrets that sometimes in
the making of our making of this publica-
tion, we make mistakes. What we do not
regret is correcting our mistakes. Please let
us know of any corrections that need to
be made.

On page 6 of the August 24, 2009 is-
sue, Sofi Seck was credited for the photo
of the University Meadows apartment.
The photo should have been credit to
Ahmad Aljuryyed, a staff photographer
for The Current.

On page 6 of the August 24, 2009
issue, Brian Craycraft was credited for
the article “To live or not to live...cam-
pus, housing.” The article should have
been credited to Sequita Bean, Assistant
Features Editor for The Current.

On page 12 of the August 24, 2009 is-
sue, Mark Webber was credited for the
article “Suicide prevention on campus.”
The article should have been credited
to Heather Poss, a staff writer for The
Current.

To report. any corrections, please con-
tact The Current at 314-516-5174 or by
e-mail at thecurrenttips@umsl.edu. You
can also stop by our offices, located at 388
Millennium Student Center.

Mazen Badra shares
Handelman’s commitment
to peace and said that he
speaks about his experience
with the M.O.P.E. whenev-
er he can. This past Sunday
he was the feamred speaker
on the peace experiment at
the Ethical Society.

“It is extremely difficult
to organize the Mind of
Peace Experiment in Israel/
Palestine,” Sapir Handel-
man said. “There is no free
movement for Israelis and
Palestinians. We decided to
do the experiment in East
Jerusalem where Israelis
and certain Palestinians can
meet.”

“The intention was to
bring Mazen Badra as a
co-moderator. However,

it turns out that bringing
Mazen to East Jerusalem

probably requires special

MIND OF PEACE, from page 2
permit. In addition, it was
very difficult to find Pales-
tinians who are willing to
participate,” Handelman
said.

Despite not traveling to
Jerusalem, Badra said he
still tried to help by send-
ing a list of possible partici-
pants to Handelman.

“Finally, I was notified
that there is going to be a
Palestinian delegation and
we planned to do the ex-
periment this [past] week-
end [at] the Golden Walls
Hotel, East Jerusalem,”
Handelman said. “There
was a lot of interest in the
‘Mind of Peace.” The ini-
tiative was translated to
Arabic for the Arab-Israeli
national radio station and
reporters decided to come
to the experiment.”

“Unfortunately,  two

hours before the show was
supposed to begin the Pal-
estinians decided that they
are not ready to do it. We
decided to postpone the
event to January,” Handel-
man said.

Although Handelman
will return to the US. to
teach at a university in De-
troit this fall, his efforts for
the session will continue.

“The Israeli delegation
includes a parent that lost
his daughter in a terrorist
attack ... inside Israel,” he
said. “He and his wife de-
cided to devote their life to
peace. They are determined
to do the ‘Mind of Peace’

.. in January. They are us-
ing all of their influence to
motivate the Palestinians
to come with a serious and
well prepared delegation.”
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Now that we've asked you,
it's your turn to ask us!

www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

UNDERCURRENT

Legislators want to allow students to
carry concealed weapons on university
campuses. What do you think?

“Allowing students
to carry guns would
make me feel more
unsafe. It seems like
it would promote
violence."

Jalisa Stewart
Freshman
Civil Engineering

“There are a lot of
unstable students.
Allowing them to car-
ry guns would hurt
more people than it
would protect.”

Freshman

| “1 wouldn't feel safe,

| 1don’t know why

| students would need

to carry guns on cam-

"

pus.

| “I think it is abso-

| lutely ridiculous and
| not agood idea.

| People don’t need

| to be carrying guns
| anyway!”

Sophomore
Political Science

“It should be banned.
It would be really
dangerous and who
knows what could
happen.”

What about you? Sound off at
www.thecurrentonline.com

VERBATIM

“I thank my father in heaven for
watching down on me.”
-Alvaro Castillo, after receiv-
ing a guilty prison sentence
for the murder of his father.

“I'm sure this will be for peace,
for progress and for the well-
being of the Afghan people,”
-Incumbent Afghan President
Hamid Karzai, shortly after
the polls opened in Afgani-
stan on Thursday

“| gots to have my Bud Light.”
-Sheryl Crow at the All-Star
Game

“So let me just be clear: | con-
tinue to support a public option,
| think it is important, and | think
it will help drive down costs and
give consumers choices.”
-President Obama on his plan
for heath care reform

“I couldn’t believe they asked
me to do this.”
-Tom Delay, Former Republi-
can Majority Leader, on being
asked to star on “Dancing
with the Stars.”

“The criminal operations that
happened today no doubt call for
a re-evaluation of our plans and
our security methods to face the
terrorist challenges.”
-Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
Maliki on the August 19
bomb and mortar attacks in
Baghdad that killed at least
95 and wounded more than
500 people.

POLL

What do you think of the current health care system?

- It's just fine the way itis

B 1t's a failed system that
needs to be reformed

B 1t's not perfect; but no
heath care system is

B Could care less about what
system we have, | just
want to be covered

This week:
Where did you buy your
text books this year?

Answer at
www.thecurrentonline.com

GET A METRO UMSL STUDENT
SEMESTER PASS

METROLINK STATIONS

CONNECTING
MeTROBUS ROUTES

PURCHASE YOUR PASS
AT THE CASHIER'S OFFICE,
MILLENNIUM STUDENT CENTER

Use TRIPfinder on www.metrostiouis.org to plan your trip on

Metrolink and MetroBus and see how Getting Around Town is a Snap, with Metro.
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‘Passing Bad Checks - University Bookstore

A female student and suspect passed a total of 5 checks at the bookstore in the amount over
$ 3,000.00 dollars during the course of the last week. Once the bookstore realized that the
checks were written on a closed account, they notified the UMSL Police. On Saturday 8-15,
the suspect returned to the Bookstore in another attempt to pass a bad check, and was de-
tained by the employees until the Police arrived. The suspect was arrested and brought to the
Police Station where she was properly booked and processed for Felony Passing Bad checks.
The suspect admitted to knowingly passing the checks in order to help support a drug habit.
She was referred to Student Affairs, for an immediate termination of her student status, and
she was kicked out of the University. This matter will be referred to the St. Louis County
Prosecuting Attorney's office for the issuance of warrants.

Stealmg Under $500 00 - Parklng Lot C

Sometime between 8:00 AM and 3:00 PM person(s) unknown removed the catalytlc converter
from under the victim's vehicle while it was parked in Parking Lot C.

There are no suspects in this incident.

Dornestlc DlsturbancefProperty Damage Normandy Trace Drwe

(Mansion Hill Condos)

The victim and her boyfriend gotinto a dlsnlrbance and the boyfriend left the area. He returned
a short time later and was refused entry back into the apartment. The victim advised that the
boyfriend went to the glass sliding door and broke it, before fleeing the area. The UMSL Police
arrived and could not locate the suspect. The suspect was entered into the computer system as
wanted in connection to this offense, and will be interviewed after he is arrested.

Stealing Under $500.00 - Parking Lot KK

Two vehicles were broken into sometime between 5:30 AM and 8:00 AM. Person(s) unknown
broke out a window of two parked cars to gain entry and steal items from inside. One Radio/
CD player was stolen from a vehicle and nothing was taken from the other.

There are no suspects in this incident.

Stealing Under $500.00 - Lucas Hall
A contractor installing some electronics in the classroom had some hand tools stolen from
inside the room sometime overnight.

Property Damage - University Meadows

Sometime overnight a glass in a door was broken out. The door is to the Clubhouse near the
pool. The door has a double pane of giass and only the exterior pane was broke. There was no
entry rnade into the clubhouse. :

Property Damage - University Meadows

Stealing Under $500.00 - Parking Lot B

Sometime between 2:20 PM and 3:30 PM person(s) unknown forced open a car door through
the driver’s side door lock while the vehicle was parked on Lot B. The victim that his
business Iﬁtt—tap ‘computer and other computer accessories were stolen out of the trunk. The
vehicle was processed and fingerprints lifted from the scene. These fingerprints will be sent
to the St. Louis County Police Crime Lab for analysis, in order to try and identify the suspect(s).

Drug Violation - Oak Hall

About 10:00 PM The UMSL Police were called to Oak Hall on a matter of Drug violation, and
while at the apartment discovered Marijuana paraphernalia. The RA's on duty reported smell-
ing smoke resembling marijuana coming from the apartment, and when they entered they saw
numerous rule violations 1nc|ud|ng a marijuana pipe. The RA's called the UMSL Police, and they
responded and took possession of the illegal items. The occupant was not home at the time,
and will be interviewed at a later date. This report is being sent to Student Affairs for review,
and possible criminal charges will follow after interviewing the suspect.

Steallng Under $500 00 Parkmg Lot W

Two vehicles were entered and items stolen sometime between 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM. One ve-
hicle had its window busted out and the stereo/CD Player stolen from inside. The other vehicle
was left unlocked and the windows down, so the suspect(s) simply entered the vehicle and
stole the stereo/CD Player from inside. The UMSL Police are still trying to narrow down the time
frame of occurrence in an attempt to find witnesses and possible suspect(s). It is believed that
this crime occurred in the later afternoon hours, as two groups of young juvenile were seen
walking in the area and on the parking lots after getting off of school near the victims vehicles.

".;IT.', > L AR S et
w_-.‘*g. Rl i = o T

Property Damage - Fine Arts
Sometime during the day person(s) unknown broke out two large glass panels to the shuttle
stop at the Fine Arts Building. There are no suspects in this incident.

Remember that crime prevention is a community effort, and anyone having information con-
cerning these, or any other incidents should contact the Campus Police. It is very necessary for
everyone to lock their doors when they are out. Even if it is only for a minute or two, a simple
locking of the door will prevent most thefts from occurring. As a reminder, please report any
suspicious people or activity to the UMSL Campus Police immediately by calling 911 if it is an
emergency, or the main number of 314-516-5155.

Even Robo’rs Reud The' € urrtnt
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Find your lost items at the Lost and Found

P BRIAN CRAYCRAFT
Features Editor

If you have lost an im-
portant item, or even a
not-so-important item,
vou can check with the
Lost and Found on the
second level of the Millen-
nium Student Center near
the escalators. Of course,
if you have found an item
Y¥ou can tutn it in there as
well.

Stan Holmes, Schedul-
ing Coordinator for the
MSC, is the man in charge
of the Lost and Found. He
keeps careful track of all
the items that are turned
in.

“We keep a record of
every item, both on paper
and in an Access database
file,” Holmes said.

When asked about the
most expensive item ever
turned in, Holmes didn’t
hesitate: “A wedding ring,
or maybe some other jew-
elry. Sometimes we get
laptops—students will just
get up and walk away and
leave their whole book
bag.” What should you do
if you lost an item and are
hoping to recover ir?

“We have three ways to
report something as lost:
over the Internet from
the Lost and Found home
page, over the phone or in
person at the MSC,” Hol-
mes said.

If nobody is at the Lost
and Found counter when
you arrive in person go
to room 218. If nobody is
there, a log is on the Lost
and Found counter where
you can enter a report for

LRy
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Front Face of the Lost and Found, located on the second floor of the MSC

your lost item. If your
item hasn’t been found yet
a report will be entered
in the database, and if the
item turns up you will be
contacted.

The main computer lab
at SSB 103 also maintains
a lost and found where the
staff will keep items such
as flash drives for a few
days before sending them
over to the MSC. Yet an-
other lost and found is at
the library, but everything
eventually ends up at the
central location in the

MSC.
At the end of the se-
mester unclaimed items

are disposed of in various
ways. Cell phones, for
example, are donated to
various agencies, including
the US Army. “The Army

has a program where they
turn on the phones for the
SeWiCE men aﬂd women
so they can call their fami-
lies,” Holmes said.

Glasses are given to the
College of Optometry
where they are often used
for parts to repair other
glasses. Calculators go to
the math lab, and some of
the jackets and coats are
donated if they are not too
worn. The most valuable
items are kept indefinitely
in Holmes office in case
of a possible return of a

student from studying
abroad. .
Holmes has a very posi-

tive outlook about the
students at UM-St. Louis.
“We have a lot of hon-
est students—they bring
things in all the time.

Commonly Lost Items

1. Glasses
2. Flash Drives
3. Notebooks

4. Keys
5. Calculators

Others: Mugs, coats/jack-
ets, ID cards, cell phones,
CDs '

They find rings on the
sink, cell phones on chairs,
and backpacks that have
been left behind. They
bring them all to us.”

You can find the Lost
and Found on the web at
www.umsl.edu/ ~ msc/
buildingops/lost.html, or
search “lost and found”
from the UM-St. Louis
home page.

I honestly cannot believe you just read this entire sentence.

You know what else you should do now?
Advertise with The Current today.

Get organized,
stay organized

» SEQUITA BEAN
Asst. Features Editor

“Being organized makes
life less stressful,” Chad
Hoffer, Student Develop-
ment Coordinator at the
Center for Student Success
said. Hoffer teaches time
management  workshops
for the Center for Student
Success. He explained that
getting and staying orga-
nized can be difficult for
students.

“Some  students are
afraid of being organized
because all that structure
can be overwhelming. To
them, being organized
means planning every min-
ute of the day, and some
students just don’t have
time for that,” Hoffer said.

Organizing school ma-
terial is a factor in earning
good grades. The following
steps may help any student
who is struggling to be-
come organized.

Get _a planner. Any
University of Missouri-St.
Louis student can purchase
a planner from the Uni-
versity Bookstore or get
one free in almost any of-
fice inside the Millennium
Student Center. Planners
are convenient for keep-
ing class, work and study
schedules together. A plan-
ner is also good for keeping
up with class assignments,
test dates and homework.

Read your class syllabus

are mentioned and add a
reminder for an exam a
couple of days beforehand.

Writing down the due
dates for assignments in
your planner prevents sur-
prises later, since not all
instructors remind students
ahead of time that assign-
ments are coming due.

“I had a professor last
semester that never men-
tioned anything about
when a paper was due; she
would just ask for it as soon
as we walked in [on the due
date],” Tiara Robins, soph-
omore, biology said.

Color code your plan-
ner. Develop a color cod-
ing system that you un-
derstand. Use highlighters
or Sharpies to differentiate
your notes. Different col-
ors can represent priority
of assignments or the class
that an assignment is from.

“The most important
thing is finding what works
for you-and make it per-
sonal,” Hoffer said.

Get a three-subject note-
book for all of your classes.
Use the sections inside the
notebook to separate class
notes, reading notes and
study notes. Try to buy
three-subject  notebooks
with pocket folders inside
and keep any class hand-
outs in them.

Write school, job and
social commitments where
they can be seen every day,
not just in a planner. This

and write down assignment
due dates. Reading the class
syllabus helps students be-
come accustomed to the in-
structor, grading scales and
what is expected of them as
a student. Be sure to write
down any changes to the
syllabus as soon as they

can be on a dry erase board,
post-it notes on a computer
monitor or on a cellular de-
vice.

“Putting things in my
Blackberry helps me re-
member important social
dates,” Andrea Sparkling,
senior, education said.
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A back-to-school recycled clothing sale

Shop smart and look smaxt. Gently used, stylish
women’s, men’s, and children’s clothing at great
prices. Casual and business clothes. Special
Designer and Celnhrity racks. La.rge accessories,
including shoes, purses, hats, scarves, belts, etc.
Cash, checks and credit ca::_di?é';:cepte“d.

Sponsored hythq!nllﬂm for Women's and Gender Studies at UMSL.

Proceeds will go to IWGS scholarships MW Unsold items will go
ma&mum(mmm“mmuammm Shop.

For more information, please contact Fern Mreen at mueeni@ums] edu or mam—
5581.

August 27, 9-6:00,
Century Room B MSC.

Welcome Back Picnic

Photos by Sofi Seck * Photo Editor

4 A Team Sport. The Men's soccer
team attended the picnic as a group,
most of whom grabbed a couple of
the free t-shirts. However, Ryan Vines,
graduate, MBA and caption of the soc-
cer team, cited that the best part of the
picnic was the “raspberry lemonade.”

» The Michael Jackson Legacy.
These energetic volunteers mixed work
with play by dancing to The Jackson
Five between handing out free UM-St.
Louis goods. “It's a good turnout,” Curt
Coonrod, vice-provost (right), said of
the event.

A R-E-S-P-E-C-T. The committee at UM-
St. Louis designed to promote respect on
campus is visted by Chancellor George.
The group passed out t-shirts reading
“UMSL Respect,” possibly to be worn later
on the not-yet-dated "Respect Day.”

< Fun in the Sun. Students played
20-minute games of volleyball on the
grass in front of the MSC, despite the op-
presive heat of the afternoon August sun.
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Who Should Be in Our Next Faculty “Spotlight?”
You Tell Us!

www.thecurrentonline.com thecurrent@umsl.edu

“Homework Lady” Publishes Again

» INTERVIEW BY SEQUITA BEAN,
Asst. Features Editor

Dr. Cathy Vatterott, education professor at the University of Missouri St. Louis, re-
cently published her third book, “Rethinking Homework: Best Practices that Support
Diverse Needs.”

Widely known as “The Homework Lady,” Dr. Vatterott works with schools, parents
and teachers to bring about the reform of homework practices.

The Current: What inspired you to write your latest book, Rethinking Homework?

Dr. Cathy Vatterott: Several years ago, when my son was in fifth grade, I was a frus-
trated parent struggling with homework.

I started researching and presenting about homework at teachers conferences. It start-
ed out as kind of an anti-homework rant. I was drawing huge crowds—I realized teachers
were frustrated too, and there really was no resource for teachers to help them make
homework more effective and to help them work better with parents.

After invitations from several publishers I decided it was time to write the book.

TC: The book bas a lot of belpful advice for parents and teachers. Is there anything college

students can take out of it?

CV: Its focus is primarily for helping teachers and parents of K-12 studemts. For our
students who are also parents, I think it could be helpful for them. I wish all our educa-
tion majors would read it.

TC: Prior 1o becoming a professor at the University of Missouri St. Louis, you were a junior
high school teacher and later a principal. Is that where your passion for adolescent education
comes from?

CV: I have always enjoyed middle school students.

They are maturing in so many ways and they have a great curiosity for the world—if
only people understood how unique adolescents are, they could appreciate them so much
maore.

TC: How has teaching courses in middle level curriculum and advising students seeking
middle school certification at UM-St. Louis helped the research for your books?

CV: Wow, in so many ways. The graduate students are usually practicing middle
school teachers, and the examples they share from their classrooms have given me great
insight.

But mostly, it’s the questions that students ask in discussions that often cause me to
pause and think, “Wow, I never thought of that,” or “I don’t have an answer for that and
I need to find out.”

The give and take of ideas and opinions in the college classroom broadens my thoughts
just as much as it does the students’. The diversity of our students provides a real diver-
sity of experiences, perspectives and ideas.

TC: What is your favorite thing about teaching at UM-St. Louis¢

CV: I love the students. Middle school majors take three courses with me, so each
semester I meet a new group that I see for two to three semesters. Our students are so

Dr. Cathy Vatterott gets ready for “St. Louis On The Air” with 90.7 KWMU August 19th to speak
about her opinions on homework.

bright, hard working, and intellectually curious—it is a joy to work with them.
I am [also] passionate about my research, and as a research university UMSL allows

me the freedom to explore the research I am most interested in. The research feeds my
teaching which feeds my research.

TC: What do you hope your education students gain after taking one of your courses?

CV: I hope they gain the courage to challenge the way things have always been done in
education. I hope they learn to think out of the box. I hope they learnthat there is more
to teaching than just knowing your subject—teaching is about forming a relationship
with students that allows you to reach them, then to teach them.

LET YOUR VO'CE BE HEARD! Speak up at our online forums! TheCurrecntOnhne.com
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“Who Are We? UM-St. Louis Students Are a Mix of Age and Ethmc Orlgm

» BRIAN CRAYCRAFT
Features Editor

Coming from many dif-
ferent countries and ethnic
backgrounds and rang-
ing in age from under 18
to over 64, University of
Missouri-St. Louis under-
graduate students make up
a multicultural group.

In an online message
tutled “Diversity in Ac-
tion,” Chancellor Thomas
George . writes: “Diversity
in a democracy enriches ed-
ucation and the collective
experience of all students,
benefiting the school and
the society.

We are preparing gradu-
ates for a dynamic and
adaptable workforce where
cooperation and competi-

"tion aré increasingly waged
from the local to the global
level.” =

The Chancellor’s Cul-
tural Diversity Initiative
provides demographic data
about the UM-St. Louis
student body. .

The data was gathered
from the 2008 Fall Student
Census. 3

“Census data is usually
gathered after the fourth
week of courses, so some
time after September this
year we should have new
data,” Tyrome Petty, Assis-
tant Registrar with a focus
on records, said.

The university gathers
all manner of data about

the student enrollment.
“Like baseball, we have to
count everything—demo-

graphic data, what degree .

programs people are apply-
ing for—everything,” Petty
said.

For example, the un-
dergraduate enrollment at
UM-St. Louis is 65 percent
female, 35 percent male.

This emphatically does
not mirror the population
of the entire country where
the US Census Bureau es-
timates from 2008 indicate
the male-female split to be
fairly close to 50-50.

Using terminology from
the Chancellor’s Cultural
Diversity Iniuative, the
largest racial demographic
at UM-St. Louis is White/
Non-Hispanic representing
69 percent of undergradu-
ates. Black/Non-Hispanics
are 14.25 percent of under-
graduates. Both numbers
are somewhat close to na-
tional census data.

Over nine percent of the
UM-St. Louis undergradu-
ates refused to indicate their
ethnic origin—a number
which has quadrupled in
recent years—and for which
Petty has no explanation.
Another group of almost
10 percent has ethnic infor-
mation listed as “not avail-
able,” which leaves around
19 percent of undergradu-

ates with unknown ethnic
origins.

Petty offers reassurance
to those who fear the intru-
siveness of big government.
“The data comes from stu-
dent applications but it’s
all anonymous, not tied
to names or student num-
bers,” he said.

Other ethnic groups
found at UM-St. Louis
at less than three percent
each are Asian or Pacific
Islander, Non-Resident In-
ternational, Hispanic, and
American Indian/Alaska
Native.

All demographic data
has been taken from the
Chancellor’s Cultural Di-
versity Initiative and is
available at hup://diver-
sity.umsl.edu/student.html
The Chancellor’s Diversity
in Action message can be
viewed at hup://diversity.
umsl.edu/

A more exhaustive
amount of demographic
dara is available from the
Institutional Research web
page at http://www.umsl.
edu/ ~ir/or search “inst-
tutional research” from the
UM-St. Louis home page.

; _,_llndergraduate Age Facts
- Average age: 256

s 62.5 percent are waiting for their automobile insurance rates to go down (Under 25)
-1&3 percentaretou old to trust (Over 30, see “Wild in the Streets,” the 60's cult movie)
—livertentm teenagers (The over-30 set might not trust them.) '

- Medianage: 3
are eligible for membenshrp in the AARP (Over 50)

Pﬂmees, Over 70 percent are in their twenties. Aimost 12 percent are in their thirties.
- Not qurteﬁve percent are in their forties.

n current
With Our New E-Mails!

Take notice. We’ve changed our email addresses.

Please update your contact lists accordingly.

Ads: thecurrentads@umsl.edu
Tips: thecurrenttips@umsl.edu
Jobs: thecurrentjobs@umsl.edu

Amanda Brownbridge
Accreditation Assistant

One Dupont Circle, NW
Suite 530
Washington, DC 20036-1120

Commission for Collegiate Nursing Education

The College of Nursing at the University of Missouri-
St. Louis is scheduled for the ten year continuing
accreditation of the BSN and MSN programs.

An evaluation team will visit the UMSL College of Nursing from Nov. 16-18, 2009.
Input may be provided to the deliberations of the evaluation team by
sending written and signed comments up to 30 days before the
visit. Written and signed comments should be sent to:

Plan B
Morning After Pill
Emergency Contraception

Whatever you call it,
Planned Parenthood has it
— at the lowest price.

® Planned Parenthood

1.800.230.PLAN | plannedparenthood.org/stlouis
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MEN'S SOCCER

Top scorers hope to do more in 2009

» MATTHEW B. HENRY
Staff Writer

Here at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis the
men’s soccer team has start-
ed practicing twice a day in
pursuit of a stellar season.

Head coach Dan King-
-in his 9th season at UM-S
and a former Big 10 soccer
MVP, as well as playing
on two Indiana University
National ~ Championship
soccer teams-states his two
biggest goals are “making
the GLVC tournament and
playing consistent ball. No
peaks and valleys”.

This season actually
started with his assigning
the players summer off-
season workout goals in
the areas of sprinting, daily
two-mile runs, fitness drills,
and playing in at least one
11-on-11 game each week.

But the regime for prac-
tice now is, as Coach King
states, “pretty routine.
The game has been around
a long time and pretty
much teaches itself.” The

AHMAD ALJURYYED / THE CURRENT
UM-St. Louis Men's Soccer Team scrimmaging at the Don Dallas Field last week.

order for practice includes
stretching, jogging, fitness
training, ball work, scrim-
maging and more fitness
training.

Blair Spencer, senior,
business marketing, and
listed on the soccer team
roster as a forward/mid-
fielder is one of the players
King is counting on greatly
this season.

But Spencer didn’t have
such a strenuous offseason
because he spent much of
the offseason recovering
from a broken leg he suf-
fered in December. The
injury required a rod and
4 screws to help it heal,
and this season he will play
with those pieces still in
him.

He spent most of the
summer in therapy re-
building his strength. King
said that Spencer “hasn’t
skipped a beat in two-a-
days.”

Last year Spencer played
mainly as a forward and was
the Tritons’ leading scorer,
One thing Spencer wants

to do “is to play more in
the middle this year where
I can run the team and set
up other players® so he
reaches an individual goal
of 10 assists, an increase
from the two assists of last
season. Spencer believes
playing with teammates
who were also with him in
high school-Paul Hummel,
senior, liberal studies and
Ryan South, senior, finance
and accounting—will be an
added benefit.

The other goal Spencer
wants to achieve is to help
the team win 10 games this
season. Their record last
season was 6-10-2.

Another player
is relying heavily on this
season is Johnny O’Mara,
sophomore, business mar-
keting. O’Mara, who
played locally over the
summer with the Scott
Gallagher Soccer Club, was
the Tritons’ second leading
scorer last season with five
goals.

See MEN'S, page 13

King

UMSL Sports Hall of Fame f

looking for nominations

» MATTHEW B. HENRY
Staff Writer

For the beginning of the
2009-2010 school year, the
University of Missouri-St.
Louis Sports department
is asking students, faculty
and staff for nominees to
the UMSL Sports Hall of
Fame.

The closing date for
nominations is October
1, 2009, with the goal of
announcing the 2010 in-
ductees by December 1.
The Hall of Fame dinner
is scheduled for February
19, 2010.

According to UM-St.
Louis athletics director
Lori Flanagan, the UMSL
Sports Hall of Fame exists
because it is the “premier
acknowledgement”  that
anyone involved in the
UM-St. Louis athletics
program can receive.

“You are’ nominated
and voted on by your
peers as a pinnacle or the
elite athlete or [how] your
contributions make an
impact,” Flanagan said.
“It is to distinguish those

who really did make an
impact through participa-
tion, coaching, support
person, group or team that
brought a lot of prestige
and notoriety and did re-
ally nice work while they
were there”.

Presently the Hall of
Fame has 51 individual
members. The Hall also
has two complete-team
members. One is the 1987
men’s basketball team and
the other is the 1973 men’s
soccer team.

For both the athletic
and coaching route to the
Hall, the nominee has to
have been removed for
five years before nomi-
nation and qualification.
The athlete also has to be
a graduate, but that can be
waived by a majority vote
of the Hall of Fame Selec-
tion Committee.

Those who have pro-
vided some distinguished
service must also have
the five-year lapse in in-
volvement. Another ma-
jor requirement is the
person must be willing
to accept the award and

EXTRA! EXTRA!
. ADVERTISEWITH

attend the Hall of Fame

dinner banquet.

Posthumous candidates
are also considered not

only when the nominee is

deceased but also if he/she

is incapacitated and unable

to accept the award.
The Hall of Fame Se-

lection Committee meets

every two years, has six
members and is confiden-
ually chosen. In any in-

duction year, the number
of inductees is limited to-

eight, with the possibility
of one team. The amount
of votes required from the
selection commirttee, for
induction, is only a simple
majority.

If you would like to
nominate an individual
or team for possible in-
duction into the UMSL
Sports Hall of Fame you
can go to www.umsltri-
tons.com for a link that
will provide you with an
application. Flanagan and
the selection committee
already have nomination
forms for possible induct-
ees in hand, but they are
looking for more.

- —_
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VOLLEYBALL

Volleyhall looks to finish what they started

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS

Sports Editor

2008 was like a whirl-
wind for the University of
Missouri-St. Louis wom-
en’s volleyball team.

The Tritons came out of
nowhere to win the Great
Lakes Valley Conference
West  Division regular
season title and posted a
school-record 23 wins in
doing so. Several Triton
players earned national rec-
ognition for their play on
the court, and head coach
Trent Jones was named the
2008 GLVC Coach of the
Year. But none of that is
what members of last year’s
team remember most. The
thought that lingered with
them the most throughout
the offseason is how poorly
UMSL played in the semifi-
nals of the GLVC Confer-

ence Tournament last year.

The Tritons, who were
considered one of the favor-
ites to win the tournament
and advance to the NCAA
Regionals, got bounced out
of the GLVC Tournament
after losing to rival South-
ern Indiana three games to
none. That loss not only
knocked UMSL out of the
conference ~ tournament,
but kept the Tritons from
earning what would have
been their first NCAA
Tournament  appearance
since 1995.

That final loss has not set
well with returning mem-
bers of the team and is serv-
ing as major motivation for
the 2009 campaign.

Make no mistake—
UMSL aims to finish what
they started last year by
winning the GLVC this
year; with nine letter win-
ners and five starters re-

turning from last year’s
23-8 squad, the Tritons cer-
tainly look like a team that
is ready to get it done.

Middle hitter Weslie
Gaff, sophomore, account-
ing, figures to be one of
UMSL’s most prominent
players in ‘09. Starting 30
of 31 matches last season,
she was second on the team
with 282 kills and led the
Tritons with 95 blocks.

For her efforts, the 6’1
Gaff was named the GLVC
Freshman of the Year and
the American Volleyball
Coaches Association Mid-
west Region Freshman of
the Year.

Teammate Liz Cook,
junior, education, was also
an award-winning player
last year. The 5’10 outside
hitter was twice named
GLVC Player of the Week
during the season and was

chosen second team all-
GLVC at the end of the
season. She led UMSL with

392 kills and ranked second
with 311 digs.
The other returning

starters include a trio of
hitters: Sarah Eisnaugle,
senior, art history/graphic

design(270 kills, 86 blocks);
Erin Higgins, sophomore,
early childhood education
(205 kills, 80 blocks); and
Kelsie Rankin, sophomore,
undecided (276 kills, 275
digs).

Other players returning
to the Tritons include: Ii-

AHMAD ALJURYYED / THE CURRENT

The Tritons Volleyball team practices a typical drill during one of their Summer Two-A-Day
sessions in the Mark Twain Center Gymnasium.

bero Carolyn Holstein, ju-
nior, business; setter Kayla
Kinzinger, junior, educa-
tion; outside hitter Bre
Pratl, junior, education;
and middle hitter Megan
Walker, junior, accounting.

See VOLLEYBALL, page 13

Volleyball gets one first place vote, finishes fourth in GLVC poll

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

The University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis women’s
volleyball team was picked
to finish fourth in the re-
cently announced Great
Lakes Valley Conference
preseason poll.

UMSL  received one
first-place vote and 166 to-
tal points to finish fourth
behind Lewis, Northern
Kentucky, and Indianapolis
in the annual GLVC Vol-
leyball Coaches’ Preseason
Poll.

The Tritons, under the
direction of second-year
head coach Trent Jones,
- return nine letter winners
and five starters to a team

that went 23-8 last year and
won the GLVC West Divi-
sion regular season title.

Lewis, which went
31-8 overall and 162 in
league play in 2008, col-
lected eight first-place votes
and 184 total points to
lead the overall voting
while Northern Kentucky
finished second with two
first-place votes and 176 to-
tal points.

Indianapolis  garnered
three first-place votes and
169 total points to grab
third-place.

Rockhurst received the
final first-place vote and
totaled 148 points for fifth
in the balloring and was fol-
lowed by Southern Indiana

(136), Drury (110 points),

Bellarmine (106), Saint Jo-
seph’s (90), Quincy (84),
Wisconsin-Parkside  (62),
Missouri S&T (60), Illi-
nois-Springfield (31), Ken-
tucky Wesleyvan (27) and
Maryville University (26).

The GLVC Preseason
Coaches’ Poll is voted on
by the league’s 15 head
coaches.

Each coach gives their
predicted order of the con-
ference’s finish and is not
allowed to vote for their
own team.

Teams in the GLVC
will compete in a round-
robin schedule in 2009 and
the top eight teams in the
standings will advance to
the GLVC Championship

Tournament which will be

held November 13-15 and
hosted by the team with
the best conference record.

The Tritons begin the
2009 season August 28-29
at the Christian Brothers
University Invitational
Tournament in Memphis,
Tenn. UMSL will face
Alderson-Broaddus (W.V.)
in its opener, then take on
Quachita Baptist (Ark.)
later that evening.

The following day,
UMSL will face Northwest
Missouri State and the host
school, Christian Brothers,
in back-to-back matches.

The Tritonss home
opener is Tuesday, Sept. 1,
at the Mark Twain Build-
ing, against Cross-town ri-
val Missouri Baptist.
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CEDDIE SAYS...

It’s game time, where are you goin™?

» CEDRIC WILLIAMS
Sports Editor

What up, Tritons?

How's everybody been?

It’s so nice to see you
guys back on campus.

Did anybody get to
travel at all this summer?
The fam and I took trips
to San Diego, Destin, Fla.,
and Fort Worth, Tex. this
summer. I was actually in
Cali when my beloved Lak-
ers won the NBA title back
in June.

I saw Kobe’s house and
his car! That was a lot of
fun!

I had a great summer.
Hope you did too.

Now that we got the
pleasantries out of the way,
tell me Tritons, when are
you gonna get your butt to
an UMSL game?

Seriously, I'm calling
you out, every last one of
my Triton brethren. That
means you! When are you
going to an UMSL game?

It does not even mat-
ter which game you go to
or which UMSL team you
support, but the time has
come for you, the UMSL
student body, to start sup-
porting our UMSL teams.

I get that this is a com-
muter campus and that a
great number of UMSL stu-
dents do not live on cam-
pus. So the only time most
of us are actually on cam-
pus is when we are in class.

‘But that is really no ex-
cuse. :

Going to class, studying
for exams and hanging out
in the quad (or the MSC in
our case) are huge parts of
the campus experience.

But so is attending your
school’s sporting events. It
is part of what makes going
to that particular school
unique.

We should all be hang-
ing out at home games,
sporting the team colors,
repping our squads and
screaming like maniacs
when we are at the games.

Those are the experi-
ences that truly make being
at one school different than
being at another. Often
times it is those hanging-
out-at-game  e€xperiences
that prove to be a college
student’s best memories.

And you, my friends,
have been missing out.

You should have been
there last January when
the men’s basketball team
knocked off No. 2 Bellar-
mine on a last-second shot.

You should have gotten
over to a SO&ba].l game to
see All-American pitcher
Allyson DeFosset last year.
She pitched a no-hitter to
Missouri S&T last April
and lead the Tritons back
to the NCAA Regionals
for the first time since 1989.

Youshould have stopped
by the tennis courts to see
GLVC Men’s Tennis Play-
er of the Year Andi Dimke-
-he was 23-3 at No. 1 singles
last year and raised his na-

tional ranking to No. 53 in

the country and No. 2 re-
gionally by straight smok-
ing fools on the UMSL ten-
nis courts last year.

Those were some of the
UMSL veterans that did
their thing last year, but
there were some young’uns
worth watching too.

Then freshman Hanna
Sayre was one of the top
goalkeepers in GLVC
women’s soccer last year.
Weslie Gaff was voted
GLVC Freshman of the
Year in volleyball and fel-
low freshman Pujitha Ban-
di was named All-GLVC
after leading the women’s
tennis team to its first post-
season berth since 2004.

Johnny O’Mara was sec-
ond on the men’s soccer
team in goals while point
guard Beaumont Beasley
led the men’s basketball
team in scoring and was
second in assists last year.
Although they took their
lumps in ‘09, the entire
starting rotation will re-
turn to the men’s baseball
team in ‘10.

Nobody is really sure ex-
actly when or why UMSL
students stopped going to
games in droves like they
used to, but it is time for a
change.

It is time to get behind
our teams.

It is time that you show
some love for your Tritons.

It is time for you to get
your butt to an UMSL

game.
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WOMEN'S SOCCER

Leveling the playing Gk 3
Getting to know Hanna Sayr

» JOYCE GATES
Staff Writer

Putting in hard work
can produce extraordinary
results and make all your
dreams come true.

No one knows or be-
lieves this better than the
University of Missouri-
St. Louis women’s soc-
cer team, specifically
goalkeeper Hanna Sayre,
sophomore, business mar-
keting.

“I hope our team can
make it far into the confer-
ence tournament and even
into the NCAA tourna-
ment,” she said. “We have
a tough schedule, but a
lot of potential and depth
in the team. Personally,
I want to have a better
goals-against-average than
I did last season, as well as
improve in all aspects of
play.”

Ever since the age of 16,
Sayre knew she wanted to
play college soccer. Last
season, the then fresh-
man started nine of the 15
games she played in and
recorded 55 saves, while
allowing only 10 goals
for a 0.74 goals -against-
average (GAA) with three
shutouts.

“There’s  something
about being a goal keeper
that requires you to be
a little crazy,” she said.
“Normally the job en-
tails going hands first and
shortly followed by your

" head at a ball or [at] an op-

ponent’s foot. I think it’s
also necessary to be con-
fident, not only in your
own abilities but also in
those of the other 10 girls
in front of you.”

Sayre and fellow team-
mates are already work-
ing hard during the soccer
preseason to make sure
that they are able to re-

PHOTOS BY AHMAD AUURYYED / THE CURRE_N_TT M

The women's soccer team trains at Mark Twain field.

ceive extraordinary results
throughout the upcoming
season.

“We go every day,
twice a day, for about two
hours a session,” she said.
“We also have team bond-
ing and a meal between
practices as well.”

She adds that another
good thing about being a
Triton is that “everyone
knows how good we can
be.” Sayre believes this

skill is beneficial during
practice, helping the ladies
push one another to get to |
the performance level that
they each desire and need{
to perform at.

“The entire UMSI.!P
women’s team really is
great,” Sayre notes. “Mo
of us live together and we.
hang out all the time both
in and out of season. Our
team has so much poten-
tial from our eight seniors
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UMSL lost six seniors
from last year’s squad.

To replace those players,
the Tritons turned to both
Junior College transfers

-and freshman signees.

Joining the program as
Junior College transfers
are a pair of outside hit-
ters: Shelby Crawford,
sophomore, biology and
physical therapy; and Lau-
ren Hubbard, junior, el-
ementary education; and a
setter, Samantha Martley,

VOLLEYBALL, from page 11

junior, biology.

Those playerstransferred
in from Southwestern
Ilinois, Midwestern State,
and Neosha County CC, re-
spectively, and will provide
immediate depth for the
Tritons.

Freshman signees,
who have been impres-
sive in summer work-
outs, include middle hit-
ter Corinne Hoekstra,
social work; outside hitter
Liz Jaeger, nursing; and

libero Jordan Sackman,
criminal justice.

UMSL begins its season
this weekend when it will
travel to Memphis to play
in the Christian Brothers
University  Invitational
Tournament. The vol-
leyball home opener is set
for Tuesday night, Sept. 1,
at the Mark Twain Build-
ing, when the Tritons
will host crosstown rival
Missouri Baptist at 7 p.m.

O’Mara’s Scott Galla-
gher team was Missouri’s
representative in the Mid-
west Regionals where they
finished second.

His summer also in-
cluded lifting weights and
running a couple of miles
after practice. O’Mara is
listed as a forward/mid-
fielder but states he doesn’t

MEN'S, from page 10
prefer one over the other,
he just wants the ball to go
through him a lot and he
“wants to be attacking with
i.”

His goals for this season
are to win a conference
award and score 12 to 15
goals.

The men’s soccer cam-

paign kicks off August 30

at Truman State. The Tri-
tons’ home opener-which
is also a Great Lakes Val-
ley Conference game-is at
7:30 p.m. on September 11
against St. Joseph’s College.
Asked if there was some-
thing he wanted the fans
to know, O’Mara stated he
“expects them to win more
games than last year.”
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CONGRESSIONAL OPINIONS Compiled by Jen O'Hara

Rep. TODD AKIN (R-Mo, District2)
- Congressman Todd Akin's press secretary, Steve Taylor, says that Akin
- not support the health care system changes as of now. While
Akin agrees with a couple of aspects of the plan, his biggest concerns
l‘ e mthln"puﬁliegpﬁqns and maintaining the relationship between

Rep. RUSS CARNAHM\I (D-Mo., District 3)

Carnahan made a floor statement on July 23rd, including the
proclamation, “The proposed health insurance reform bill builds upon
what works and fixes what's broken. My constituents strongly want,
need, and deserve a more stable and secure health care system, and
that’s what we need to fight to do.”

Sen. CLAIRE MCCASKILL (D-Mo.)

According to Claire McCaskill's office, McCaskill agrees with and
- supports health care system changes. However, she has concerns

about the health care bill’s high cost.

How to make changes to the health care and
insurance systems in America has been a public
debate some time now.

According to the website of the National Coali-
tion on Health Care, most Americans have health
insurance through their employer, who also pays
a certain portion of the premium.

However, the Coalition points out, as insurance
premiums increase and industry changes from
manufacturing based to service based, many em-
ployers are offering fewer benefits and expect-
ing their employees to pay more of the premium.
The Coalition also sighted a study, which said
that from 1999 to 2008, employer spending on
health insurance coverage increased by 119 per-
cent.

Families USA, a consumer advocacy group, re-
leased a study on August 20, 2009 which said
that employer based insurance premiums for
families increased 3.6 times more than wage
earnings since 1999.

The self-employed, those own their own busi-

ness, must purchase individual health insurance’

policies and pay the entire premium themselves if
they are not eligible to be included in the health

insurance plan of a parent or spouse. For those

By Bridget Ryder e Staff Writer

sus Bureau estimated in 2007 that 46 million
Americans were unjjnsured.

In recent months) lawmakers have been look-
ing at ways to overjhaul the health care and in-
surance systems in|America. President Barack
Obama has made hiealth care reform a top pri-

ority of his administfation, wanting to see some

kind of legislation agpproved by Congress by the
end of the year.

Committees of bofth the House of Repre;sen-
tatives and Senate hfave approved bills that will
make changes in heglth care, but it seems un-
likely to some that eigher bill can win bi-partisan
support or be passed |this year.

The Senate bill c_' tains provisions providing
for a public health insgjirance plan as well as regu-
lations for private injurance companies forcing
them to accept everygine, even those with preex-
isting conditions and fhot to drop sick customers
in order to avoid claifps. Employers would also
be offered the optionjof simply paying an eight

percent tax penalty ingtead of having to provide

coverage

overall.
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coverage for taxpayers as well as higher costs
overall.

In a media release on the website of the Sen-
ate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pension Republican Senator Michael B. Enzi said,
“A government-run plan would increase health
care costs, lessen service and add to our huge
debt.”

Public health insurance premiums would be 10
to 20 percent less than those of private insurance
would. Supporters of a public health insurance
option, such as Howard Dean, say that this would
create competition and force private insurance
companies to become more efficient and lower
consumer costs.

Opponents of the public health insurance op-
tion,' like republican Congressman Paul Ryan of
Wisconsin, say that a public option would ulti-
mately give the government too much control
over health care because private health insurance
companies would never be able to compete with
the government and would eventually go out of
business.

He also says that for employers, the eight- per-
cent tax penalty is less expensive than providing
health insurance and subsidizing premiums for
employees, which would cause most employers

to cancel health benefits.

 HISTORY OF HEALTH CARE IN THE U.S.
\ 1930: Hospltalsbegan offering ways for patients to prepay for their medical costs in

et
~ while h

Compiled by Erik Bruner

 the early thirties in what can be considered the first form of health insurance. Blue Cross

__-insume ‘and other forms of prepayment increased in popu!anty during the depression

while voices for national care were drowned in the tumultuous times. With his New Deal
teamﬁankhn D. Roosevelt discussed the need for a health insurance pian. but it was not
included in the final bill.

19405. In an address to congress, Harry S. Truman stated, “The health of American children,
their education, should be recognized as a definite public re: bility.” At the time,

his plans were controversial, calls for mandatory health cuva‘amwere often ignored
uranﬁaofamswaﬁsm hysteria.

1965: Another significant leap made when Lyndon B. Johnson signed the bill for
Medicare and Medicaid. This provided concrete medical provisions to the elderly and poor.
Unfortunately, with the sudden increase in millions of insured individuals, the demand for
medical care increased drastically and the cost rose as well.

1988: The Medicare Catastrophic Coverage act is enacted by Ronald Reagan to ensure
the elderly are supported in times of severe illness, but was repealed immediately when
protestors and advocacy groups violently voiced their disapproval at having to pay taxes
for it.

1993: Bill Clinton proposed a both universal yet privately ran health care plan that seemed
to satisfy the concerns of all those at odds. The least radical healthcare bill in decades failed
in Congress.

WHAT DO OTHER COUNTRIES DO?

CANADA

Canada’s health care system is a combmatlon of
puhln: funding (70%) and private funding (30%). The
various levels of government in the assorted territo-

ries and provinces cover the majority of Canadians’

health care costs to the tune of around $171.9 billion

a year—$5,170 per person.

Compiled by Heather Poss

FRANCE

France has universal coverage ﬂwugh employers
with the option of supplemental private insurance.
About 80% of France's healthcare funding comes
from the government, 13% comes from patients, and
7% from private insurance. Employees themselves
pay less than 1% into the national system.

UNITED KINGDOM

Health care in the UK is a universal, tax-funded
system in which the public sector's healthcare is
funded primarily by taxation. Health care is “free at
the point of need” for all permanent UK residents.
Howevey, issues with wait times in order to see a
specialist can be as long as a year and care that is
not deemed as cost-effective is not covered.
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Since its opening in 1980, the College Of Optometry, located on South Campus, has taught students to provide eye care for the newer generations of people, and provides eye care for UM-St. Louis

What you didn’t know about the UM-St. Louis School of Optometry

» AFTON ANDERSON

wtelage of founder, Jerry

bers.

The College of Op-

Eye Care Center located in

Copy Editor

Missouri began its jour-
ney to establish a school of
optometry in state in 1967
when Jerry Franzel, OD,
was appointed chairman
of a task force to pursue
this endeavor. He was ap-
pointed by the Missouri
Optometric  Association
and was a private practi-
uoner in University City.
The school of optometry
opened in 1980 under the

L. Christensen, OD, Ph.D.

Today, there are still
only 20 schools of optom-
etry in the U.S. The school
of optometry has 11 faculty
members and granted 44
doctor of optometry de-
grees last year. UM-St. Lou-
is does not only provide a
quality education for those
pursuing careers. They also
provide low cost and free
of charge services for UM-
St. Louis students, faculty,
staff, and community mem-

tometry has many facilities
that are clinical in nature.
Collectively, the facilities
are called the “Center for
Eye Care™ and are a part of
the UM-St. Louis College
of Oprometry’s research
initiatives as well as provid-
ers of primary care. This
includes: The Eye Care
Center on south campus,
the Optometric Center lo-
cated in the Central West
End, the East St. Lous

Center, and the Harvester

Harvester, Missouri.
Although the UM-St.
Louis School of Optometry
is focused on its academic
mission, they also provide
benefits for UM-St. Louis
students that many do not
know about. “I think what
most students on campus
may not know is that an
annual eye exam is includ-
ed as part of student health
fees. All students on cam-

pus qualify,” commented
Barbara Brown, Manager

of Students and Special Ser-
vices at the UM-St. Louis
School of Optometry. Eye
care fees are factored in to
the student fees, which are
purchased by every student
enrolling at least half-time
(six credit hours). Aside
from primary care, UM-St.
Louis optometrists special-
ize in services specifically
in Pediatrics and Binocular
Vision, Rehabilitative Op-
tometry, Eye Health Man-
agement, contact lenses,
and glasses.

In addition to prescrib-
ing corrective lenses, the
optometrists also  work
with treatment via eye ex-
ercises.

Rehabilitative  optom-
etry is for patients with
permanent vision loss. Eye
health management is for
patients with eye diseases
including cataracts and
glaucoma. The Center for
Eye Care can also assist
with contact lenses in ad-
dition to dispensing new
frames.

World Health Organization prepares populus for HIN1

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

Last spring, novel HIN1 influen-
za A, also known as “swine flu,” was
declared a worldwide pandemic by
the World Health Organization. The
Center for Disease Control (CDC) is
preparing for a resurgence of HIN1
flu this fall.

With classes starting, students
may have many questions about
flu: what steps they can take to pro-
tect themselves, what they should

do should they feel sick, and if the
campus is prepared.

“The reason students should be
concerned is that while this virus
first appeared last spring it is likely
that, like most flu viruses, it will
become worse with the approach-
ing flu season. Given the fact that
worldwide that there have been
a number of fatalities, with early
outbreak of it we have reason to be
concerned about the possibility of
more deaths associated with it than

the normal flu,” said Theresa Thiel,

professor of biology at University of
Missouri St. Louis.

“The other concern that we have
for students is that, unlike most
other flu viruses, this one seems to
be more pathogenic for younger
people as opposed to older people.
So we are particularly concerned
about students, that they may be

more at risk for this particular strain,

more than for the normal virus,”
Thiel continued.

See SWINE FLU, page 17
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- Reasons to Get Tested for STDs

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control
(CDC), St. Louis has the
highest per capita rates
of two common sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
(STDs): - gonorrhea and
chlamydia. St. Louis leads
in the infections of these
diseases compared to every
other metropolitan area in
the United States. In 2007,
there were 742 cases of
gonorrhea and 1,265 cases
of chlamydia. Over two-
thirds of all cases reported
in  adolescents and

are
young adults.
The CDC states on

its website that common
symptoms of gonorrhea are
burning sensations during
urination, a green or white
colored discharge from the

penis, and in some men,

swollen testicles. In wom-
en, the symptoms tend to
be more mild, and can be
easily confused with anoth-
er type of vaginal or blad-
der infection due to their
mild severity. Some of the
symptoms can include
painful urination, vaginal
bleeding or spotting be-
tween periods, and also an
excess discharge from the
vagina,

There are also symp-
toms of gonorrhea in the
rectal cavity in men and
women regardless of prac-
ticing receptive anal sex or
not, and there can be a sore
throat due to infections in
the throat.

The average appearance
of symptoms is between
two and five days, however
it may take up to thirty
days. However, there are
times when symptoms are
not present even when in-

fected by this particular
STD. When left untreated,
gonorrhea can cause a fatal
complication.

Chlamydia is an STD
that is often symptom-free.
Two-thirds of all infected
women and one-half of
all infected men show no
symptoms, which usually
show up one to three weeks
after infection. Women and
men can experience pain-
ful urination and discharge
from the genitals. Recep-
tive anal sex partners can
acquire an infection in the
rectum which leads to a dis-
charge, bleeding, and rec-
tal pain. Infections in the
throat due to oral sex are
not uncominon.

Due to the silence of the
infection, chlamydia can
easily cause complications
due to not being treated.

See STDS, page 26

]

The CDC website lists
ways one can avoid influ-
enza, including hand wash-
ing and covering coughs, as
well as symptoms and rec-
ommendations if you feel
you may have flu. Anti-
viral drugs have also been
effective against the HIN1
strain. A new vaccine is be-
ing developed as well.

“St. Louis University
is one of the vaccine treat-
ment and evaluations units,
or VTEUEs, testing the vac-
cine,” said Sharon Frey, a
professor of internal medi-
cine at St. Louis University
and lead investigator for
the on-going study testing
the new H1N1 flu vaccine,

“We are approaching the
flu season, which is usually
winter-spring. The novel
HIN1 is sull circulating
and we expect that to hit
the schools here pretty
soon and cause a lot of
infection. It is important
this year that we vaccinate
with the usual seasonal flu
vaccine in addition to the
swine flu,” Frey explained.

SWINE FLU, from page 16

“It is not clear quite yet
when the vaccine is going
to be ready. I don’t expect
it to be before October.
The high priorities for vac-
cination are the youngest
of the children and preg-
nant women,” Frey said.

“The earliest [vaccine]
is expected to be offered is
October or November, and
it is probably going to go
through very strict guide-
lines. “If we can get ir,
we will,” promised Marie
Mueller, Clinical Coordi-
nator of the Health Center
at UM-St. Louis.

SLU has a prepared-
ness plan for coping with
HI1N1, according to Frey.
At UM-St. Lous, some
students, and even faculty,
may be concerned about
whether we, as a campus,
are prepared.

According to Mueller,
Nancy Magnuson, who is
director of Health, Well-
ness and Counseling Ser-
vices, has been working
with the wvice chancellor
and other members of the

administration on a plan if
quarantine is needed.

“As far as school closure
or classes being canceled, it
will be based on the CDC
recommendations,” Muel-
ler said.

Kits for rapid testing
for HIN1 flu have been
ordered and the Health
Center also will have anti-
viral drugs. Mueller recom-
mended that students check
the CDC website for up-
dates on preparedness or on
any outbreaks happening.

Mueller believes  fac-
ulty* will be encouraged
to be more flexible about
students missing classes if
they think they might have
the flu. The Health Cen-
ter can give students notes
excusing them from class
if they come in with flu
symptoms. Flyers thar list
symptoms of flu are being
distributed through Resi-
dential Life.

“If they do have any of
the symptoms, they should
get to us or other healthcare
provider,” Mueller said.

Be Optimistic About Depression

» JOYCE GATES
Staff Writer

The feeling of being

emotionally isolated has

a more technical and
known name. That name
is depression.

“Depression is a major
area Of concern for the
country as a whole,” said
Jaime Linsin, Counseling
Psychologist and Coor-
dinator of Outreach for
Counseling Services. “De-
pression is very treatable,
it’s important to get help.”

The Center for Trauma

 Recovery at the Univer-

sity of Missouri-St. Louis
is interested in further un-
derstanding the emotion
and the effects of approved
medication on those suf-
fering from depression.
To be considered for the
study, participants must
have a major depressive
disorder as well as meet
other study eligibility re-
quirements.

e umel edyf - thwes!

314.516.5988

There are actually
three different types of
depression, each with
varying symptoms. Minor
depression, major depres-
sion, and Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder (SAD) are
the three types of treat-
able forms of depression.
The Center for Trauma
Recovery is interested in
researching  participants
for theirr study whom
are suffering from major
depression, which is ac-
cording to Melinda M.
Mueller, “a more acute
illness™
much like that of “mi-
nor depression and some
additional  symptoms.”
Some of these additional
symptoms include loss of
plea.sure I.Il aﬂlvltles one
used to enjoy, significant
weight loss or gain, feel-
ings of worthlessness or of
personal guilt, and hope-
lessness with thoughts
that things for them will

with symptoms

U nivers

well
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Making a difference
in the lives of students
by providing quality care,
exceptional service, and
education about healthy
lifestyle choices!

not get better. Those expe-
riencing major depression
may experience a sense of
being overwhelmed with
sadness,  hard-to-explain
physical symptoms, and
to thoughts of death or
suicide.

The other types of de-
pression, minor and SAD
have different type of
symptoms. Those who
believe they or someone
they know might be expe-
riencing minor depression
may feel the need to binge.

Those experiencing mi-
nor depression might have
chronic poor self-esteem,
pessimism, or sadness.
Many feel the need to use
stimulants like alcohol or
drugs as a measure of feel-
ing better mentally.

The third type of de-
pression is Seasonal Affec-
tive Disorder.

Read more at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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What's your favorite movie in theaters?

WWII gets the Tarantino treatment, glorlous gorlous and slick

» Cate Marquis
A&E Editor

“Inglorious  Basterds”
is director Quentin Tar-
antino’s glorious, bloody
WWII adventure film, an
exercise in Jewish wish-ful-
fillment thar is an immense-
ly entertaining, often very
funny film and sometimes
disturbing.

Perhaps more abour
movies than history, the
deliberately misspelled
“Inglourious Basterds” is a
WWII gangster film, a sus-
penseful tale of revenge and
bloody baths.

It unfolds like typical
historical fiction until it
leaps off a cliff into stun-
ning, breath-taking cinema

They'e here,

» CHRIS STEWART
Asst. A&E Editor

Beginning with its prem-
ise, “District 9” seeks to set
itself apart from the trap-
pings of the sci-fi genre.
The film’s story begins
with aliens already on
earth, having been here for
a couple of decades.

Not only that but these
aliens apparently do not
know that they are sup-
posed to hover over New
York and thus have chosen
Johannesburg, South Af-
rica.

In the quickly-paced ex-
pository opening sequence,
we are given the basics,
most of which serve to let
us know that “District 97
is equally concerned with
drawing socio-political
parallels, considering how
many ways an alien species
and our own might slice,
dice and detonate each
other.

that may make you want
to stand up and cheer but
might leave you feeling
slightly disturbed at the
same time.

Tarantino’s new film
starring Brad Pitt is a mix
of movie homage, histori-
cal tidbits and crowd-pleas-
ing wish-fulfillment, a com-
bination that made it an
audience hit at the Cannes
Film Festival this year.

Set in 1941 France, the
story follows two tracks:
one about a young French
Jewish woman who loses
her family to a brutal, cun-
ning German colonel and
the other about a com-
mando troupe of American
Jewish soldiers, led by the

colorful Pitt, who para-

chute into Nazi-occupied
France to kick some Nazi
posterior in very bloody:
fashion.

The latter portion is
loosely a remake or, more
properly, a re-mix, of ca-
per-like action films with
a comic streak like “The
Dirty Dozen” and “Guns
of Navarone,” and whose
director has a bit part in
this film as himself.

Tarantino, who wrote
the script as well as direct-
ed, crafts his own satisfying
if bloody version of WWII
fiction, going further into
a dark fairy-tale of revenge
worthy of “Pulp Fiction”
and “Kill Bill.”

See BASTERDS, page 20

and they want...equality?

The aliens are bipedal,
exoskeletal and  essen-
tially what would happen
if David Cronenberg had
thrown a shrimp into a ma-
chine with a human instead
of a fly in “The Fly.”

This leads to humans
referring, in a derogatory
manner, to the aliens as
“Prawns.”

The film takes a mini-
mally explanatory route
with few details. It is taken
for granted that humans
and prawns understand
each others’ languages. -

The prawns can also sur-
vive on human food, air,
etc. This is only one serious
gap in compatibility but it
1s enough to drive the plot.

Because of their biolog-
ically-formatted  nature,
alien weapons cannot be
used by humans. This drove
a certain malevolent cor-
poration, Multi-National
United, to initiate various
sub-moral programs culmi-

nating in the transfer of all
prawns to a cordoned-off

tent and shack set-up called
Dastrict 9.
As the film begins,

MNU is once again mov-
ing the prawns, this time to
District 10.

The move itself occupies
the film’s fascinating first
half and its non-smooth
nature gives rise to the
slam-bang  second  half.
The catalyst is a human
MNU officer named Wikus
(Sharlto Copely).

Wikus is an upbeat and
rather inept individual
who, due to certain fortu-
nate marital relations, is
given the task of overseeing
the eviction of the million-
or-so prawns in District 9.

Copely, like the entire

cast of the film, is a South-

African actor, an unknown
to American audiences.

See DISTRICT, page 21

Photo by Francois Duhamel- courtesy of TWC, 2009

A couple of Basterds (Eli Roth, left, Brad Pitt, right) prepare to do some of their dirtier work.
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Documentary reveals life of TV pioneer

» Cate Marquis
A&E Editor

“Yoo Hoo, Mrs. Gold-
berg” is a delightful film
about TV pioneer Ger-
trude Berg, an elegant, af-
fluent New Yorker who
wrote and starred in the
first family sitcom, about a
working-class Jewish fam-
ily in the Bronx.

The documentary is
lively and entertaining and
a great introduction to a
ground-breaking talent
who deserves to be remem-

bered.

*  The film is directed by
Aviva Kempner, whose
award-winning work in-
cludes “The Life and Times
of Hank Greenberg.”

As we learn in this film,
Gertrude Berg was called
“the first lady of television”
before Lucille Ball and was
the “Oprah” of her day.
Her ground-breaking pro-

gram was the first TV fam-
ily sitcom and set the shape
for the genre.

Yet today, few people
know her name and work.
This excellent documen-
tary should help remedy
that situation.

This lively film uses
interviews with notables
such as Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsberg
and actor Ed Asner, as well
as family, friends and co-
workers to tell the story of
Berg and her creation.

It also uses footage from
the TV show with Berg in
her role as lovable Molly
Goldberg, clips from her
TV interview by the leg-
endary Edward R. Mur-
row, and skillfully mixes
in movie clips from Charlie
Chaplin, the Marx Broth-
ers and “The Jazz Singer,”
as well as archival historical
footage.

The show’s sunny fam-
ily life and comedy proved
immediately popular but
Berg’s progressive views
and commitment to au-
thenticity were also an im-
portant aspect of her show.
The program re-shaped the
image of the Jewish mother
into a warm-hearted, mod-
ern American figure. The
show combined humor
with gentle social messages,
a strong Americana theme
and proud presentation of
Jewish life.

The title of the docu-
mentary is the tag-Jine that
started the story rolling at
the beginning of every epi-
sode, when one of Bronx
housewife Molly Gold-
berg’s neighbors would
lean out her window to
gossip or chat with Molly.

See YOO HOO, page 26
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Also in Theaters

Julie and lulia: Fluffy like pastry, and sure to delight some just as much. For the rest
of us, worth five curious minutes when it hits cable, so long as nobody else is in the
room. C -- The Current’s Secret Movie Insider

Moon. A rather well-mannered and placid sci-phi brain-teaser considering that it was
directed by David Bowie’s son. Still, while it borrows much and delivers less than it
could; like its namesake, it makes for a damn good viewing. A- — The Current’s Secret
Mowuie Insider

The Time Traveller's Wife: Noteworthy in that it manages to make two fascinating
topics—time travel and love—rather dull. With that skill the filmmakers ought to try
their hand at “The Actuary’s Cousin”, which would no doubt end up being fascinat-
ing and moving. C- — The Current’s Secret Movie Insider

Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince. Finally the “they’ll never top The Pris-
oner of Azkaban” crowd and the “they’ll never top the Goblet of Fire” crowd can
agree that they topped “The Order of Pheonix,” but still lack the, er, magic of the
series’ best moments. B ~ The Curvent’s Secret Mowie Insider

Ponyo. What to say when agreeing with Random Party Guy that “Ponyo” is a plea-
sure and a wonder: “Yes, Miyazaki is a living legend. Did you know he hand draws
his animation? Oh, Spirited Away is definitely his masterpiece.” Now off you go, my
child. A - The Current’s Secret Movie Insider

In The Loop. Our pick of the week. Hilarious and timely, though you’ll have to trek
_out to Frontenac or the Tivoli to see it. A — The Current’s Secret Movie Insider

* Tues: Karaoke *
Wed: Ladies’ Night 9-cl
M-F: Happy Hour 3-7pm

St Lois O

Located in downtown St. Louis at
1320 Washington Ave.
St. Louis, Missouri 63103
(314) 241-8885

www.flanneryspub.com

Hours
Sun - Wed: 11am - 1:30am
Thurs - Sat: 11am - 3am
(Kitchen closes at 10:00pm)
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“Trigonometry” makes the grade

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN

News Editor

From the start of their
freshman year of high
school (and only graduat-
ed this past May), the New
Jersey quartet, A Clear
Blurr has come a long
way. Made up of Tom
Kenny  (vocals/guitar),
Karl Pearson (bass), Cole
MacDonnell (drums), and
Kevin Nicotera (guitar/
vocals), the pop punk
band is getting ready to
release their second studio
album, “Trigonometry.”
The album will be released
on September 29, 2009.

“Trigonometry” begins
with “Drive Me Crazy”, a
song that sounds like a hy-
brid of Blink 182 and H20
and arguably one of the
best tracks on the album.
“Drive Me Crazy” sounds
like it belongs on an
American Pie soundtrack,
chock full of punk instru-

jghts

church

mentation and unique lyr-
ics, like “Gonna read you a
daytime story/gonna turn
the world upside down/
gonna make the word Jove
mean so much more.”
Although off to a good
start with “Drive Me Cra-
zy,” the next song “Gyna”,
is one of more than a cou-
ple un-note-worthy songs
on the album. “Gyna”,
like a few others on the
album has relatively good
but generic instrumen-
tation accompanied by
equally good but generic
lyricsThe album picks up
again with the next track
“Being Around You.”
“Being Around You” is
the sort of song that feels
like you’ve heard it a mil-
lion times from different
bands, but is still one of
the stand out tracks on the
album. Mixing harmonies
and power chords with
sugar-sweet lyrics makes

the listener feel like they
are back to first loves in
high school “and I know
its kind of late/I said I'd
call you around eight/but
its 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing/thank God you’re still
awake.”

Another standout track
is “Barely Breathing,” fea-
turing more instrumental
diversity then the previ-
ous tracks and a chorus
that only slightly begins
to wear on the listener
by the end. Despite the
aforementioned mildly an-
noying chorus, the chord
progressions and ever
shifting balance berween
vocals and instrumenta-
tion lends a Sugarcult feel
to the song.

The album also includes
two softer and more re-
laxed songs “Never Sing

Again” and “Tinted Blue.” -

See TRIG, page 21
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A close look at A Clear Blurr

» ANNA MARIE CURRAN

News Editor

A Clear Blurr is a four-
some from New Jersey
whose new album, “Trigo-
nometry,” will be released
on September 29, 2009.
The band is made up of
Tom Kenney (vocals/gui-
tar), Karl Pearson (bass),
Cole MacDonnell (drums),
and Kevin Nicotera (guitar
and vocals).

The young band only re-
cently graduated from high
school. 7he Current spoke
to them by phone.

The Current: Was 1t diffi-
cult to come so far as a band
while keeping up with high
school at the same time?

A Clear Blur: Yeah, it
was kind of difficult but
if you look on our second
album...we thank our prin-
cipal Mr. Mistretta because
he [helped] us out with a
great schedule and stuff and
[allowed] us to get early re-
leases from school [so] we
had time to do our school-
work... It was a challenge
but we did it.

*

TC: What genre of mu-
sic does the band play?

ACB: “Pop-rock. Some
people classify it as pop-
punk but I don’t think
we’re punk at all so I say
more like pop-rock.”

TC: Who are A Clear
Blurr’s biggest influences?

ACB: “Definitely Blink
182, Green Day, All Time
Low, we listen to a lot of
heavier stuff to like A Day
to Remember.”

TC: How long have you
guys all known each other?

ACB: “Well Karl and
Cole have been friends
since like the sixth grade,
they’ve been like playing
bass and drums together
for awhile.

But I've known Kevin
since I was in first grade so
like we grew up together.
But uh we started the band
in October of 2005.”

TC: How did you guys
decide on A Clear Blurr for
the name?

ACB: “Actually we were
back and forth between

a whole bunch of differ-

ent names and Karl’s dad
actually said that his old
band name was Clear Blur
and Karl texted me that
one day... not meaning to
[spell] Blurr wrong, and we
just stuck with it.”

TC: Which album does
the band prefer to play?

ACB: “We love our sec-
ond one. Our second one is
[head] and shoulders above
the first one. It’s so much
more like mature and [has]
a lot more complex parts.”

TC: Where are some of
the places A Clear Blurr
has played?

ACB: “We've played
a couple like out of state
shows and we played in
Pennsylvania and New
York and stuff.

We’re actually playing
in New York City Septem-
ber 5th I think.

Mainly we do like a lot
of local shows. We play all
over New Jersey but we do
a couple out of state shows
t00.”

See BLURR, page 21

The director presents
the story in chapters in
keeping with its “once
upon a time” opening.

Brad Pitt stars as Lieu-
tenant Aldo Raines, a
drawling Southerner who
recruits an elite corps of
Jewish American soldiers
to parachute into France in
the first year of Nazi occu-
pation.

The group’s task is to
act as a guerrilla foree, kill-
ing Nazis in the most grue-
some fashion possible and
demoralizing the German
forces.

Meanwhile, a family of
French Jewish dairy farm-
ers is in hiding until cun-
ning, mult-lingual Ger-
man Colonel Hans Landa
(Christoph Waltz) shows
up. Young Shosanna Drey-
fus (Melanie Laurent) es-
capes and hides by assum-
ing a new identity in Paris,

BASTERDS, from page 18

as the owner of a small cin-
ema with the aid of an
Afro-French projectionist
Marcel (Jacky Ido).

The two stories con-
verge in a plot to kill top
Nazi leaders visiting Paris
for the premiere of a war
propaganda film.

The acting is superb,
and, brilliantly, the direc-
tor chose actors whose
nationalities closely match
the roles.

Beautiful French ac-
tress Melanie Laurent car-
ries much of the dramatic
weight with style, and
there are chilling scenes
with Austrian actor Chris-
toph Waltz who creates an
iconic screen villain in Col.
Landa.

Brad Pitt’s backwoods-
moonshiner-turned-Army-
commander is both funny
and effective dramatically.
German-born Diane Kru-

ger plays a Marlene Diet-
rich-like actress-turned-spy
who is brainy and fearless,
while Canadian Mike My-
ers’ turn as a British general
is strangely effective.

Visually the film is sim-
ply glorious, on par with
the director’s best work.
Striking imagery takes us
to a pivotal point where re-
venge is unleashed.

The film swirls with un-
settling undercurrents and
the feeling of a dream that
starts out tethered to real-
ity but morphs into some-
thing darkly disturbing.

Both emotionally satisfy-
ing and disturbingly gory,
“Inglourious Basterds” is
Tarantino in glorious form
as he takes on the Nazis.
But it is how you wish the
war had ended.

“Inglourious Basterds” is
stunningcinemainasurreal,
satisfying dream-like state.
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» NICK BISHOP
Staff Wiriter

‘Until September 30, the

' St. Louis Zoo is hosting

Caribbean Cove, an inter-

~ active exhibit consisting of

a 17,000 gallon aquarium
that houses 34 stingrays.
The two different species
of stingrays, four southern
stingrays and 28 cow-nose
rays, are not dangerous.
Their stingers have been

filed back like you would

~ file your fingernails or the

toenails of your dog or cat.

It is completely safe
and fun activity for any-
one from small children to
adults to come and pet the
rays at the Caribbean Cove
inside the Zoo.

The interaction is sur-
prisingly intense, with these
sociable animals swimming
up to the visitors, curiously
inspcainc' them.

The stmgrays are very
active, sometimes z.oommg
around the tank right past
your hands. Other times

the rays will float by you,
waiting to be touched.

These fiesty little crea-
tures will sometimes splash
you with their fins, soak-
ing you with a surprising
amount of water for such a
little animal.

Being distant relatives to
sharks, one would expect
their skin to feel similar,
with a sandpaper texture.
They are soft and jelly bod-
ies had very smooth skin.

Whether you expect to
touch them or not, every
person entering the exhibit
must wash and sanitize
their hands and arms up to
their elbows before enter-
ing the enclosure.

This is for sanitary rea-
sons and to protect the rays
from any infectious germs
that we may be carrying on
our hands.

During certain times of
the day, if you are lucky,
you get the chance to feed
the stingrays.

The ray food consists

" quatic‘ additions to the zoo

of tid bits of tiny fish and
shrimp, which costs about
$1.

The admission to the
Caribbean Cove at the St.
Louis Zoo is only $3 for
non-members and $1.50 for
members.

If you get to the Zoo
early that day, the admis-
sion is free during the first
hour that the Zoo is open,
any day of the week.

Children two and under
are always free any time on
any day.

On your way out of
the enclosure, you walk
through a small gift and
souvenir shop where you
can purchase small knick-
knacks that are ray-related.

In addition to the gift
shop, there is also a small
restaurant stand where you
can purchase Caribbean
style food, and even beer
and margaritas!

Caribbean Cove is an
awesome place to go for

families, children, and even

DISTRICT, from page 18

Considering that the sto-
ry hinges on Wikus, it is to

- the film’s great advantage
~ that Copely brings the per-
~ fect touch to the character.

His Wikus is simple and
enthusiastic but not the
one-dimensional, heart-
of-gold type used in lesser

- films as a shortcut to em-

pathy.

He is appealing, to be
sure, but he is guilty of a
certain level of bigotry to-

wards the aliens and he is

capable of indignation and
anger at moments.

Wikus soon finds his
fate intertwined with that
of Christopher Johnson,

" a key prawn. The film

smartly routes most of its
sci-fi dialogue into subtitled
prawn-speak, which damp-

~ ens its occasionally prepos-

terous nature.

“District 97 is full of
political parallels that ref-
erence South Africa’s tar-
nished racial history.

At its core, the film is
about Wikus’s develop-
ment into a person who can
deeply (very, very deeply)
empathize with the prawns
as legitimate people, so to
speak. This is not to say
that “District 9’s” kinetic
trailers are false advertising.

There is action. in in-
tensely satisfying shovel-
fuls. It looks great and is
well orchestrated without
the currently trendy over-
use of the shaky-cam look.

Still, when it comes to
crunch time, it is hard for
any film to pull off a dy-
namite, violent conclusion
without tripping and fall-
ing over a cliché or two.
“District 9” is not innocent
of this but, like Wikus, it
is forgiven its few short-
comings because it is un-
failingly watchable, makes
most of the right choices,
and knows when it needs
to bring the thunder.

BLURR, from page 20

TC: If you could pick
any artist or band for A

Clear Blurr to share
a concert bill with who
would it be?

ACB: “Definitely
Blink 182, not [just be-
cause of] the fact that
they draw like 50,000
people but theyr’re just,
like, our biggest influ-
ences and, like, every-
one grew up listening to
Blink 182. So if we could
play with them that
would be like insane.”

TC: What is the main
goal for A Clear Blurr?

ACB: “I think every
band hopes to be fa-
mous. We want to be like
the biggest band in the
world if that is at all pos-
sible. But we [also] want
to make this our living...
even though we know
there’s like,no money in
the music industry any-
more, we want to make

this our whole life.”

“Never Sing Again”
gives off more Sugarcult
vibes with drawn out in-
strumental parts and a me-
lodic voice.

The lyrics for “Never
Sing Again” would have
been greatly improved
with a little (or a lot) more
variety but were not mo-
notonously  distracting
_enough to take away from
the overall effect of the
song.

The acoustic “Tinted

TRIG, from page 20
Blue” ballad shows a soft-

er, more mellow side of
the band that in the other
eleven tracks of the album
had been non-existent.
Throw in more saccha-
rine lyrics (Am I wrong
once again/or will you
be my dearest friend/T’ll
wake you up ten times a
night/ just to see if you're
alright.) and you basically
have The Early Novem-
ber's “1000 Times a Day”
with more pronounced in-

Stop by our office
to apply now for
our Opinions Editor
position!

- strumentation.

Overall, A Clear Blurr
is off to a good start with
their music career and this
second album. If they
hope to hold our atten-
tion for long, they will
need to find a more unique
and mature style to give us
something to remember.

After all, who wants to .
be remembered as a high
school band when they
have the potential for
something greater?
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Health care patch or shouting match?

Health care media coverage has been about as satisfying as health care itself

Legislaion for health-
care reform is an important
topic that deserves serious
coverage by the national
media. Unfortunately, they
are failing to provide that
serious coverage. Instead,
there are too many over-
heated headlines and sensa-
tionalized stories that focus
on the antics of people who
are disrupting some town
hall meetings with legisla-
tors.

We do not intend to
take a position at this time
on the nuts-and-bolts of
healthcare reform, since
we live in a republic and
have elected officials to go
to Washington and take
care of this for us and it is
quite a complicated issue all
together.

However, we would like
to see the national media
provide substantive cover-
age of the issues in play dur-
ing the healthcare debate,
as opposed to just running
and re-running video clips
of people )elhng at their

legislators.

Examples abound of
such coverage. In one video
clip, a news anchor declared
that “a firestorm erupted”
at a town hall meeting on
healthcare. Such dramatic
language to describe some
unhappy people rudely
yelling at a legislator is
not impressive. This type
of coverage provides too
much heat and not enough
light.

In another example, a
recent headline for an AP
story dated August 19, 2009
informed that “Rep. Frank
Lashes out at Protestor for
Nazi Remark.”

The video of the town
hall meeting with Repre-
sentative Barney Frank
tells a different stor. He
was certainly animated in
his speech, but he never
went off the deep end even
when he wisecracked a
woman by likening conver-
sation with her to ‘talking
to a dining room table.’

Frank i1s well-known in

Washington for his acerbic
wit and such a crack from
him is no surprise, “Lashes
out” is simply not an accu-

rate description of the ex-’

change that took place.

And one cannot help
but notice that this same
AP story spent around
300 words describing how
Frank “lashed out,” and
how some of the crowd
shouted and booed dur-
ing the meeting. At the
very end of the story are
these nine words: “Oth-
ers at Tuesday’s meeting
were more supportive of
reform.”

Hopefully at some point
we will see more stories in
the national media with
more measured headlines,
perhaps focusing on how
a town hall meeting con-
rained some reasonable dis-
course and civil questions.

Perhaps at the end of
such a story one might
find the words, “Others at
the meeting shouted and
booed.”

boards...

| suicide on campus.

This is what people have
been saying on our message

“I am a strong believer in
the right to carry, not so
much because I think it will
prevent crimes, but because
it could save lives in the
event a crime happens.”

, on “New conceal
and carry law could seek to al-
low guns on campus.”

on the

“Every year, approximately
one million people die by
suicide - one death every
two minutes.”

--Kenneth, on “Suicide
prevention on campus.”

“You might also check out
Shakespeare in the Park in

the spring!”

Erin on “Use attraction factor
to explore St. Louis

ELE]

Should we cut paper?

Today, we still abun-
dantly have the nostalgic
luxury of writing on pa-
per.

In class, we usually use
a pen and college-ruled
notebook paper; in our
dorms or apartments, we
write down lists of things
we need to do; we also
leave notes for our room-
mates specifying where
we’ve gone or what num-
ber we can be reached at.
But how much longer will
we have this incipiently
obsolete comfort?

For instance, will
Blackberries ever replace
the paper daily planner?
For many of us, sacrificing
the good old paper station-
ary for email is a given.

But there is still some-
thing wistful about writing
or receiving a handwritten
letter on parchment pa-
per, something that is not
so easy to delete.

With the advent of
email, more attention is
given to paper; in fact,
paper has now taken on
a more serious role, ie.,
sending a résumé, or an
invitation.

Granted, now both can
be taken care of via e-mail,
however, depending on
the seriousness of the job
or event, one has to make
a careful decision as to go
with paper or the internet.

Choosing the internet
over paper, however, ap-
pears to bethe exponential
choice of our generation.

Yet there is such a wide
variety of papers to choose
from: you have wide-rule,
newsprint, tracing paper,
construction paper, ma-
nila paper, poster board,
computer printer paper,
tissue paper, hand-made
paper, wax paper, and of
course, post-its.

Opting for paper now
and then can take you
back to neighborhood
parties revolving around
a swing set and mud pies.

Typing on a computer
can become tedious after
a while, but before we
know it, everything will
be computerized for good,
even our post-it remind-
€rs.

After all, we already
have the choice of com-
puterized grocery lists and
holiday greeting cards.

The main differences
are that we cannot hold
e-greetings and we cannot
sign our names on them.

The fact that we can’t
hold on to things like e-
mail and e-greetings (un-
less we want our com-
puters to collapse after
hostage-ing 4,762 e-mails),
leads us to live more in the
present, seeing as how we
can’t file through our past
as much.

Paper and the action of
writing on paper can be so
fascinating sometimes. .

It is like snowflakes; no
single human being’s hand
writing is like another’s,
whereas Times New Ro-
man is a steadfast style
that one can achieve with
the flick of a power but-
ton.

Before you know it,
much like “Brave New
World,” we will be living
in a Times New Roman
world, or perhaps we al-
ready do, and it is just a
parallel universe between
the old world and the
brave hyper-new one.

There is a good side
to the dawning of new-age
technology: not as many
trees will have to be cut
down.  Simultaneously,
paper is easy to recycle,
and computers usually

end up in the land-fill next
to everything else that re-
quires electricity.

So really either way
you look at the situation
at hand, choosing one over
the other is environmen-
tally arguable, especially
seeing as how using paper
is still inevitable today.

It would be interesting
to hear scientists give a
projected year as to when
paper will no longer be
around or turn into a rar-
ity.

Perhaps someday in
the future, hand writing
will be a course taught in
colleges, similar to major-
ing in archaeology or San-
skrit, due to its antiquity.

Professors will hand
students a pencil for the
first time, teach them how
to sharpen it, and begin
with hand exercises; then
move to grip application
and finally, pencil mo-
tions upon the paper and
letter translation.

Typing at a computer
all day can be a cumber-
some duty, however, if
we must eventually accept
this technology for our
daily written tasks, then
can we at least have a free-
dom of font?




Chancellor’s donation builds UMSL inner ties

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

When [ heard that the
Chancellor, Tom George,
and his wife, Barbara
Harbach, were donating
$2,000,000 to the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis,
I was very intrigued.

During a time of a re-
cessive economy, he and
his wife are offering our
unIversity an opportunity
to enhance the academic
environment on campus.

In addition to his do-
nation, the Chancellor is
heading the largest fund-
raising campaign that UM-
St. Louis has ever seen.
He is an example to other
potential donors that he is
serious about his fundrais-
Ing campaign.

This donation shows
that the Chancellor really

cares about our university,
and has high hopes for our
students.

The donation was spe-
cifically given to the Wom-
en in the Arts initiative
which heights the aware-
ness.of women in the arts,
and understanding their
historical ~ achievements
throughout time.

The College of Fine
Arts and Communication,
the departmental recipient
of the donation, plans on
using the money not only
for women, but also men
studying in the depart-
ment.

The donation is surpris-
ing, and also inspiring. If
the Chancellor believes in
the campus so much that
he will donate millions
to campus, maybe other
donors will also seriously
think about donating as

well.

I think that education
is a very vital part of any
society, evern in times like
these when our country is
having trouble.

Maybe education is
even more lmportant in
times like this, when mon-
ey can be scarce.

Continuing your edu-
cation has its advantages,
including putting off your
student loans, and invest-
ing your time for your
future.

The fact is that Tom
George and his wife’s love
of music and the arts was
a major reasoning for their
donation’s direction.

I hope that the dona-
tion that they have given
to campus does indeed
inspire more funding to
other areas of the campus.

With UM-St. Louis be-

Nick Bishop

ing one of the best small
research universities in
the nation, funding in the
areas of scientific research
and development would
be very beneficial to not
only maintaining our rep-
utation, but possibly ex-
ceeding it.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.
com

UMSIs radio station shouldnt be taken for granted

» AFTON ANDERSON
Staff Writer

I love listening to radio
stations in general, and
my being a student here
does not bias my critique.
There are some things at
UM-St. Louis that are not
good.

The U is not one of
them. Real radio strikes a
balance between indepen-
dent artists and what’s hot.

The U is a really great
radio station.

It is a non-commercial
station, which is nice be-
cause there are no breaks
in the music. It runs 24
hours a day, seven days a
week and also broadcasts

via their website, www.

umslradio.com.

I must say that I am
highly entertained by the
U when I'm lounging
around in the MSC doing

absolutely nothing while
I wait for my next class to
start.

One of the things I love
the most about the U is
that it is very welcoming
to new DJs and all kinds
of people. Their DJs do
not have to be communi-
cations or media studies
majors.

Any person that wants
to be a DJ can do so. I
love the freedom the DJs
are given to structure their
own show.

Of course, the FCC has
its rules on what can be
played and said on the ra-
dio as well as the fines for
violating them, but that
doesn’t have anything to
do with the radio station.

I remember last semes-
ter, there was an incident
where one of the DJs was
saying some pretty deroga-
tory things on air. He hol-

lered, “what about my free
speech?” on his little soap-
box in protest to him get-
ting fired. Yes you have
free speech rights, but not
on the radio. Duh.

The U does not have
any restrictions on what
can be said except for those
provided by the FCC and
of course bashing the
school, its faculty, etc.

Many schools, even
some in our University
system, are fortunate
enough to not be told
what to do and say.

The other plus of The
U radio station is that
their music is awesome! It
is not like other radio sta-
tions that only play one
genre of music.

I love all different types
of music. Some of my
personal favorites include
Nelly Furtado, Shakira,
Red Hot Chili Peppers,

Lupe Fiasco, Chrisette Mi-
chelle, Shania Twain and
Green Day.

I find the U very sat-
isfying to all my musical
tastes. I have also been
invited to on air debates
about everything from
dating to campus living.

I was a student at both
Saint Louis University and
Mizzou before coming to
UM-St. Louis.

When I lived in Colum-
bia, Lincoln University in
Jefferson City, Columbia
College, and Mizzou all
had radio stations and I
listed to all of them. Ialso
listened to the radio sta-
tion Missouri S&T broad-
casts via their website.

They all failed in com-
parison to the diversity of
music played at The U.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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ESL opportunitigé_

on campus abound |

» DAPHNE DROHOBYZCER
Staff Wiriter

If you are an internation-
al student or faculty mem-
ber, it is important to be
aware of what the English
as a Second Language (ESL)
program has to offer.

It has done a superb job
at training international
students with proper Eng-
lish.

There are many students
at UM-St. Louis, and 1,000
of them are international.
As most know, there is an
ESL department located in
Clark Hall.

Much of the depart-
ment’s progress is due in
part to Denise Mussman,
Associate Teaching profes-
sor and ESL coordinator, as
well as other teachers and
tutors.

The student body is
mainly made up of Asians,
Arabs, and Latinos, with
students from  Europe
(France, Serbia, Switzer-
land) thrown into the mix.

Students use the wealth
of resources of the ESL de-
partment, such as the lan-
guage labs and the classes
for improving their own
English.

They also participate
in conversation clubs to
strengthen their own grasp
of American English, espe-
cially when dealing with
such things as idioms or
slang.

Practicing the nuances
of English versus American
English is very important
to assimilate through lan-
guage.

For conversation clubs,
students of one nationality
may crowd into a room, or
find a spot in The Nosh.

There they can eat a

slice of pizza or have a tuna
sandwich at the same time
they are exploring the Eng-
lish language.

It is usually lasts 1-2
hours and is a supplement
to the classes they take, ex-
plaining to them grammar,
comma usage, apostrophe

usage, other grammati-
cal symbols, and sentence
structure.

Another important

place for international stu-
dents to become comfort-
able with is the Writing
Lab in 409 SSB.

The ESL department
also works with interna-
tional professors.

They hold a seminar for
international faculty for
them to get together and
discuss hot topics.

UM-St.Louis has had in-
ternational scholars from
around the globe - from
China and Korea to Italy
and Greece.

UM-St. Louis competes
with schools of higher tiers
when taking into consider-
ation the sheer numbers of
international students and
faculty.

From year to year, there
are waves of students from
Japan, Botswana, or Saudi
Arabia.

It is hard to predict what
the next wave will be, but
when this happens, more
teachers and tutor help is
needed for the particular
wave.

This means that there
should be more tutoring,
both paid and volunteer,
for the ESL department.

If you know another
language, or multiple other
languages, e-mail Denise
Mussman and show your
interest.

‘
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Gays targeted in ongoing wave of murder and atrocities in Iraq

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

Over the last few
months, there has been a
strong anti-gay movement
in Iraq that has lead to the
torture and death of hun-

dreds of accused gay men.
Many doctors  have
claimed that the num-

ber is not verifiable due
to the “hush-hush” man-
ner of speaking about this
“shameful” behavior in
their country.

The release of a You-
Tube video showing gay
men dancing at an under-
ground gay mnightclub is
what sparked the giant war
against homosexuals in this
region.

The vast majority of
these cases do not go
through formal channels
that include judgment
through the judicial sys-

temn.

There are situations
where the violent punish-
ments are performed on
the spot.

Starting in 2004, militias
have started the search for
these “violators” of the Is-
lamic moral code.

However, these mur-
ders had reached their peak
about 6 months ago.

Before the U.S. occupa-
tion in Iraq, there were no
laws banning homosexual-
ity in Iraq.

After the occupation,

 the former codes of law

from 1969 were imposed,
anachronistically changing
their laws back to an obso-
lete system.

Even the Iraqi Army
militia, which had been un-
der the supervision of our
own U.S. government, has
began their participation in
these horrible crimes claim-

ing that they are trying to
fight against the feminiza-
tion of the Iraqi men.

The horrible punish-
ments that have been per-
formed on these innocent
men have included vile acts
that are undoubtedly major
human rights violations.

One Iraqi man mentions
how he was attacked by
militia members and held
down as one of the mem-
bers shot glue up into his
anal cavity.

Some men have been
killed by their own families
due to the shame that their
sexual orientation brought
on to their family.

One family who killed
a relative wanted to burn
him alive or stone him to
death.

Other acts included acid
being thrown on to their
skin and another man’s
wrists were slashed.

Want your voice heard?
Send a letter to the editor.
thecurrenttips@umsl.edu

These unspeakable
atrocities are happening
today, where gay marriage
is legal in many countries
around the world.

However, in many Mid-
dle Eastern countries, it is
illegal 1o “practice” homo-
sexuality.

In many of these coun-
ties, the punishment is
death.

The majonity of the
world turns a blind eye to
these attacks.

In 2005, two young Ira-
nian men were deported
back to their native coun-
try from the United King-
dom.

The UK claims to offer
asylum to gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual, and transgender in-
dividuals, bur it is obvious
that they do not live up to
their word.

I believe that these
young men, one the age of

18 and another under the
age of 18, were deported
due to the fear of a large
influx of GLBT individuals
seeking refugee status un-
der their supposed law.

Remember that even
when you are traveling in-
side of Muslim countries,
you must abide by their
laws.

In theory, a gay Ameri-
can couple could be hung
in the city center of some
of these Muslim countries
just because of holding
hands or kissing each other
in an airport during a lay-
over berween flights 1o an-
other part of the world.

I feel the world has not
been paying enough atten-
tion to this war on homo-
sexuality.

It is costung a large
amount of young gay men
their lives.

I believe countries like

Nick Bishop

the UK who -willingly
send people to their deaths

should reconsider their mo-

rality. ;
I hope that if the day
ever comes where the

Unired States has to make
a decision like the United
Kingdom, that we make
the right one.

Doing so will saving the
lives of innocent victims of
such extreme, unjust, and
unfathomable terror.

Campus psychological services

» NICK BISHOP
Staff Writer

The University of Mis-
souri St. Louis holds a va-
riety of psychological clin-
ics that offer assistance to
UM-St. Louis students in
addition to people in the
commuunity.

All of our clinics on
campus offer superb men-
tal health services, and
some are the best in the
city for their specialty area.
Each of our psychological
centers on campus caters
to a specific niche in the
psychological community.
Depending on the problem
you have or service you
need, there is a place on
campus that can offer you
or a person you know the
psychological services they
require.

The Student Counseling
Services (SCS), offered in
the Student Health Center
in the Millennium Student
Center, is the spot on cam-

pus to seek help with stress
students are experiencing
due to difficulties that are
related to life stressors of
any University student.
Some of these include stress
because of your academics,
relationship problems, life
adjustments, or any kind
of emotional distress that is
part of this phase of devel-
opment for any university
student.

The best thing about the
SCS is that they offer low
cost services to students of
UM-St. Louts.

Their area of expertise
is dealing specifically with
college students who are
in need of psychological
services; however, SCS
only takes clients that are
students, faculty, or staff at
UM-St. Louis. :

For those who are not
directly related to UM-St.
Louis, the Community
Psychological Services
(CPS), located in Stadler
Hall, is 2 community based

program that offers assis-
tance to anyone that is part
of the community in addi-
tion to UM-5t. Louis affili-
ated individuals.

They also offer high
quality, low cost psycho-
therapy (on a sliding scale
depending on your in-
come) to adults, children,
and families in the commu-
nity. In addition to the psy-
chotherapy, they also offer
some of the best, high qual-
ity psychological assess-
ment in the metro region,
receiving referrals from all
over the St. Louis region.

The Children’s Advoca-
cy Center (CAC) on South
Campus is the leader in
treatment for children who
have experienced trauma.
The specific and compre-
hensive services offered by
the CAC are rare to find at
any university.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com
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Got an opinion on their opinion?

www.thecurrentonline.com

thecurrent@umsl.edu

Let us know.

RA NBOW RANTS

NOM means no

» AMY BELLM
Staff Writer

“There’s a storm gather-
ing. The clouds are dark,
and the winds are strong.
And I am afraid. Some
who advocate for same-sex
marriage have taken the
issue far beyond same-sex
couples...”

If you have had the
chance to view the Nation-
al Organization for Mar-
riage’s “Gathering Storm”
commercial, you might
find the group’s name mis-
leading.

Apparently, NOM has
a problem with a certain
kind of marriage: same-
sex marriage. Now, if a
group’s name states they
are “for” marriage, it would
seem strange to discrimi-
nate against one particular
kind.

Maybe the name should
be changed to National
Organization against Same-
Sex Marriage, but NOM is
probably a more efficient
acronym.

NOM was started in
2007 “in response to the
growing need for an orga-
nized opposition to same-
sex marriage in state legis-
latures.”

A brief history of same-
sex marriage rights untl
2007 goes a little something
like this: Massachusetts al-
lows same-sex marriage In
2004, a few other states al-
low domestic partnerships/
civil unions, and a couple
states recognize marriages
performed in Massachu-
setts as official. Obviously,
there was a need for orga-
nized opposition to one
state allowing marriage for
all.

The “Gathering Storm”
ad was propaganda used to

wrongfully educate United
States citizens after the
Proposition 8 ordeal in
California. The informa-
tion given, and the stories
told were not true.

Actors were given lines
1o repeat on camera to re-
ceive a paycheck at the end
of the day. The ad was full
of open-ended and closed-
minded statements.

For example, one wom-
an claimed to be a “Cali-
fornia doctor who had to
choose between my faith
and her job.” What deci-
sion needs to be made? As
a doctor, you give an oath
to aid and assist life. At
what point in your life of
faith must you decide be-
tween that faith and your
job?

Last time I checked, aid-
ing and assisting life are
trademarks of both her
faith and her career. Fur-
thermore, what does an
individual’s medical career
have to do with same-sex
marriage? Other actors in
the ad were also a bit over
the top and forced.

A woman claimed to
be “a New Jersey parent
helplessly watching public
schools teach my son that
gay marriage is ok.”

Why would a public
school, one comprised of
students from various back-
grounds, religions, races,
and economic classes teach
tolerance and understand-
ing of differences? Actual
situations used in the ad
were also falsified. A man
claims to be a member of a
church group that is pun-
ished by the government
for excluding gays.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.com

FOREIGNER’S CORNER

Senators throw in their two cents on health care

» SOFI SECK

Photo Editor

President Obama’s
push for change in the
health care system is one
of the hottest topics in the
United States.

The reform was pro-
posed to attempt a control
in health care costs while
maintaining high quality
services for all Americans.

Of course, opinions on
the plan vary between pol-
iticians within the White
House and within the lo-
cal politicians of Missouri
and Illinois.

Russ Carnahan: Ac
cording to Congressman
Russ Carnahan’s official
websites  blog  (http://
carnahan.house.gov/),
Carnahan fully supports
the Health Care Reform,
stating, “We can’t fix our
economy without fixing
health care.”

Carnahan also made a

SCIENCE COLUMN

floor statement on July
23rd, including the proc-
lamation, saying,

“The proposed health
insurance  reform  bill
builds upon what works
and fixes what's broken.
My constituents strongly
want, need, and deserve
a more stable and secure
health care system, and
that’s what we need to
fight to do.”

Senator Roland Burris

gave a statement that sym-

pathized with Americans
who cannot afford, or can
barely afford healthcare.

He also sympathized
with healthcare profes-
sionals who are constantly
required to turn those in
need away.

Burris  concurs with
President Obama in thar,
“Our country needs insur-
ance reform that will hold
insurers accountable.”

However, Burris states,

“To accomplish our goals,
reform must include a
public option”.

Our own Senator Claire
McCaskill also agrees and
1s in support of the reform.

Nevertheless, she holds
concerns about the plan’s
high cost.

On the other hand, con-
servatives seem to hold
more judgment on the
plan, a position they have
held for years.

In example, Congress-
man Todd Akin’s press
secretary, Steve Taylor,
says that Akin does not
support the health care
system changes as of now.

Akin agrees with a cou-
ple of aspects of the plan.

His biggest concerns lie
within public options and
maintaining the relation-
ship between doctor and
patient.

Most seem to at least be
in agreement that better

Sofi Seck

health care in the United
States is necessary.

Suill, controversy
among White House Sena-
tors and Representatives
(at least, of Missouri and
Mlinois) still prevail.

The main question re-
lates to the ideals of public
opinion, affordability of
healthcare, and the bog-
gling amount of money
proposed to make these ac-
tions occur.

Should health care be treated like car insurance?

» CATE MARQUIS
A&E Editor

In a democracy, it is
right that we should have
a vigorous public debate if
we are making significant
changes to our health care
system.

Health care is a topic
that touches all of us.
Public debate means both
sides get to speak, not that
one slice of the public gets
to shout down all other
voices.

The media have focused
on loud protesters at town
hall meetings to discuss
health care by people
who disrupt the meetings,
refuse to discuss the is-
sue and make inaccurate

claims about the health
care bills in Congress.

What is not reported
are the majority of citizen
participants who wish to
reasonably and politely
discuss the changes.

The other unreported
fact is that there is anoth-
er group of angry, upset
citizens protesting at these
meetings.

This group supports a
single-payer health care
system who are presenting
their view in a less disrup-
tive manner.

By focusing on only
those disrupting meetings,
the media gives the impres-
sion both that the loud
ones are the only group
unhappy with proposed

changes and also that they
are the majority of people
at these town hall meet-
ings. Neither is true.

There is a three-sided
debate: those opposed to
any change, those that sup-
port a single-payer solu-
tion, and those in-between
or undecided simply want-
ing to ask questions and
discuss.

Much has been made of
recent polls showing de-
clining support for Presi-
dent Obama’s health in-
surance reform plans.

The political right espe-
cially has seized on this.

However it has been lit-
tle noted that those dissat-
isfied with the health care
plan also include those

Cate Marquis

who support at single-pay-
er health care system.

Read more online at
www.thecurrentonline.
com



26 | The Corrent | Aucust 24, 2009

Classified ads are free for students, faculty and staff. Other rates vary. To
place an ad, please send your ad (40 words or less), your name, and student
or employee number to thecurrent@umsl.edu, or call 516-5316.

100 ANNOUCEMENTS

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your announce-
ments, including legal announcements, wedding announcements, lost & found items, and
much mare. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

= .

200 TRANSPORTATION

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for aII your transporta-
tion needs, including ads selling cars, trucks, vans, campers, boats, trailers, motorcycles and
more. Call 314-516-5316 to place your ad today!

= 1—.-*- { '::],,;‘..‘
Research kssoc:ate Special Educatmn The Center for Adolescent Research at the =
University of Mo-Columbia seeks a full-time or part-time research associate to participate

in research activities in St. Louis area high schools. For Job description go to: http://hrs.
missouri.edu/find-a-job/academic/position/090094/

300

i\ BiTt TUD SV

Graders/Tutors Wanted

A west county Mathematics and Reading learning center is hiring part-time graders/tutors
helping children ages 3 to 15. We offer flexible schedule, fun and rewarding working environ-
ment. Interested candidates please call 636-537-5522.

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your employment
needs, including help wanted, sales positions, office positions, internships, child care wanted,
and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad
today! !

400 FOR SALE

First-time Homebuyer s Tax-Credit gets you ina?2
bed, 1 bath house for under $400 a month. 1.5 miles
from UMSL. Nice neighborhood. $-59.9K;-‘ .

| Call Judy at 314-518- 5754 or Doug at 314- 369 4%25 or email
] dwaﬂace‘?tt@hotmall com Also go-to ol :
6116 Behle Ave..

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for all your selling
needs, including textbooks, clothes, pets, computers and much more! If you need to sell it, sell
it here! Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad today!

500 SERVICES

services, including home and lawn care, business services, roofing, siding, cleaning, tutoring,
and much more. Call 314-516-5316 or you can e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad
today!

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for people advertising

600 RENTAI.S

P i e

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer cIassn‘"ed ads for people advertising
rentals, including apartments, houses for rent, roommates, those looking to rent, and much
more. Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.edu to place your ad today!

700 MISCELL ANEOUS

Your classified ad here! The Current is happy to offer classified ads for most anythlng at

all. If your classified doesn't fit into the above categories, simply request an ad in the Miscel-

laneous Section. Some restrictions may apply. Call 314-516-5316 or e-mail thecurrent@umsl.
edu to place your ad today!

The Current now has a T*witter accountl
Just like Oprah!

Berg was a gifted writer
and actress who demanded

" perfection and had a taste

for stylish clothes and fine
furniture, as the film shows
us.

The film explores Berg's
own family story as well.
Born Tilly Edelstein in
New York City in 1898
to immigrant parents, her
family story mirrored the
early twentieth century era
of immigrants to America.

She married young, to a
British Jewish immigrant
who was the chemical engi-
neer who invented instant
coffee. She started develop-
ing her writing skills as a
girl at the Cartskills resort

YOO HOO, from page 19

her parents ran.

The documentary tells
the tale of not only Berg as
a person and her much-be-
loved radio and TV show,
but of the changing times
in which she lived and
worked.

The radio version of
the show debuted with
the 1929 stock market
crash that ended the free-
wheeling times of the Roar-
ing Twenties and ushered
in the Great Depression.
The wildly popular radio
show about a working class
Jewish family was a hit
throughout the 1930s, even
as the Nazis rose to power.
In the “40s, the show leaped

G315,

to TV as the new medium
was born.

But as the nation changed
in the post-war years with
the Red Scare and move to
suburbia, things changed
for Berg and her show.

All in all, this thorough-
ly enjoyable and informa-
uve film is a must-see for
anyone interested in his-
tory or pop culture, as well
as the story of a unique, tal-
ented person whose name
and work we should all
know.

“Yoo Hoo, Mrs Gold-
berg” opens Friday, August
28, at Plaza Frontenac Cin-
ema.

More common in wom-
en, the complicatons can
include infertility, and pel-
vic inflammatory disease.
Another important fact is
that when infected with
chlamydia, women are five
times more likely to be
infected with HIV when
exposed according to the
CDC. The complications
in men are less common,
and can range from fever,
pain, and rarely, sterility.

There are two types of
sexually transmitted diseas-
es: bacterial and viral. The

bacterial infections, like

STDS, from page 17

gonorrhea and chlamydia,
are curable by taking medi-
cations. However, the sex-
ually transmitted infections
that are caused by a virus,
such as HIV and herpes, are
not curable.

These viral infections are
treatable.

There are certain treat-
ments that can minimize or
relieve symptoms, accord-
ing to the St. Louis County
Department of Health.
The viruses remain in the
body for an individual’s en-
tire life and will always be
infectious to other people

who come in contact with
an infected individual be-
cause of their chronic, life-
long infection.

Sexually transmitted dis-
eases can be passed on by a
variety of sexual activity,
including anal, vaginal and
even oral sex.

There are free screenings
for the five reportable types
of sexually transmitted in-
fectious diseases by the St.
Louis County Department
of Health.
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... And now that
school was in
full swing, the
young banana
knew that he
would be able
to live out his

dreams...

QUEENT GROSSWORD by Chris Stewart & Anna Marie Curran by Gene Doyel
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= =) = || Scott Trade Center near you. 8. (anadian beat-era band. Last i |
I (il | 3 e || 12 Killer Showtime series beginsits ~ name. == |
|| | | fourth season soon. 9. Another national win could be in 1 | ' 8 3 ! 2
FEH | | 14. This tasty holiday was established  the...cards for us. : Bl |
| by Abraham Lincoln 1. UMSL hot rivalry with tis school | 9 814
5] |l4 ] I I | I ] I | 15. Coming to a campus newspaper in soccer, . —
| ' near you, the best way to catch the 15. This band’s follow up to “Black 5 ' ' 2
1 = NEEE 1] latest movies. Holes and Revelations”. SesiUR TR (R R 1P — s
— 16. The Current looks forward to . 7 | 4 6 | 3
= receiving anary letters to the editor | | [
{ | i complaining about this annual Pilot
= House bash. Drffrculty * % (Medium)
QURRENT RORDSQEAES QURRENTGRYPTOERAM by Jessica Keil
Y Aries Y Taurus IT Gemini ¢5 Cancer Find the original meaning of the message below.
(March 20 - April 19) (April 20 - May 20) (May 21 - June 21) (June 22 - July 22) Each letter shown stands for another letter. Break
This week may have changes If something's bothering you, Don't tamp down your ambi- You might feel anxious, but the code for the letter A, you will have all of the
in store for your finances, so be  don'tkeep it to yourself. Others  tions; you might be surprised at ~ don’t worry. You'll handle dif- As in the message, and so on. (Hint: Q=H)
careful of excessive spending.  appreciate your candidness. where they take you. ficulties with your typical grace. '
& Leo M Virgo 2 Libra M. Scorpio MCPIOHDVS FXAPVPTD JHO
(July 23 - Aug. 23) (Aug. 24 - Sept. 22) (Sept. 23 - Oct. 23) (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Keep your eyes open for oppor-  Things that have been troubling  Be bold this week, and don't Your evasiveness may be frus- IPTPXM D; FHOTPDOAS EOTJMDO
tunities in the near future,and ~ you will fade away asan excit-  be afraid to stand out. Now'sa  trating those close to you, so try
be ready for anything. ing new project nears. great time to get noticed. to open up a little this week. VQO DVJZOD JHO DX DUJAA
X Sagittarius Y} Capricorn 2 Aquarius ¥ Pisces
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) (Feb. 19 - March 19) The first student, faculty or staff member to bring
The next few days may be rough  Don'‘t worry about relying on Try to put aside a little time for  Shake up your routine a little bit. the solution (along with who said it) to
going, but persevere and you'll  friends more than usual now, fun this week, and be opento  Pick up a hobby or go some- The Current’s office will receive
come out on top. just retum the favor when able.  spontaneity and new ideas. where you've never been before. a free Current T-shirt!
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What's Clirre

i Your weekly calendar of campus events. “What's Current” is a
i free service for student organizations. Deadline for submissions is

i 5 p.m. the Thursday before publication. Priority is given to student

i organizations; first-come, first-served. Listings may be edited for

i length and style. E-mail event listings to thecurrent@umsl.edu. No

; phone submissions. All listings use 516 prefixes unless noted.

Mondav. AUGUST 24

Provincial House Dining Hall Reopens to the Campus for Lunch. Provincial House Dining
hall will Reopen to the campus for lunch on Monday, August 24 from 11am - 2pm in Provindial
House Dining hall. For more information, please call ext. 5242.

The Write Stuff: Public Relations Writing. This noncredit course at the University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis introduces the process of planning, producing, and evaluating public relations
messages on August 24, 2009 5:30 PM to 8:15 PM, University of Missouri-St. Louis, 300 Clark
Hall.Cost $199, for more information contact Ashley Paterson at 5974.

St. Louis Community Jazz Ensemble. If you play a musical instrument and are passionate
about jazz, here's an opportunity to play under the direction of jazz musician and big band
director Jim Widner on August 24, 2009 7:30 PM to 10:00 PM in 150 Villa, One University
Blvd. Call (314) 516-4235 for an audition today. For more information contact Stephen Smith
at 5948,

fuesday, A\UGUST 25

Blood Drive. Help save a life by donating blood. A donor can save up to three lives each time
they donate. Please eat prior to giving blood. A photo id is required to donate. August 25, 2009
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Century Rooms B & C, Millennium Student Center. For more informa-
tion contact D'Andre Braddix at 5205.

1C Short Course - MyGateway/Studentmail Orientation. This course is designed to help
you better understand what the University of Missouri - St. Louis has to offer to each student.
Topics will include: Log in information, password security, available computer applications,
student email, digital drop box features, discussion boards, how to attach a file to an email,
how to help prevent virues or spyware from attacking your computer, available help classes,
etc. August 25, 2009 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at SSB102.

Missouri Folk Art. Listen and watch as Missouri folk artists demonstrate their art in this non-
credit course at the University of Missouri-St. Louis that introduces folklore as a field of study.
August 26, 2009 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM in 131 Social Sciences & Business Building. Cost $160.
For more information contact Ashley Paterson at 5974.

Thursdav, AUGUST 27

IC Short Course - MyGateway/Studentmail Orientation. This course is designed to help
you better understand what the University of Missouri - St. Louis has to offer to each student.
Topics will include: Log in information, password security, available computer applications,
student email, digital drop box features, discussion boards, how to attach a file to an email,
how to help prevent virues or spyware from attacking your computer, available help classes,
etc. August 25, 2009 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at S5B102,

Peer Academic Leaders (PALs) Program. PALs prepares undergraduate students for their
work on campus by introducing them to instructional strategies and key campus policies and
procedures. Open to all employed as peer tutors, peer advisors, student assistants, lab assis-
tants, supplemental instruction leaders, or in roles where students have instructional responsi-
bilities with peers. August 27, 2009 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM at 126 J.C. Penney Conference Center.
For more information contact Peggy Cohen at 4508.

MATTHEW HILL / THE CURRENT

Life after college commences...

Students and their friends and family gathered at the Mark Twain Gym for summer commence-
ment on Aug. 8. Chancellor Tom George was this year's speaker at the ceremony which included
both undergraduate and graduate students.

Fridav, AUGUST 28

Starting a Small Business: Get an overview of the critical first steps of starting a business:
assess your strengths and weaknesses in terms of business ownership; learn the importance
of planning; discuss legal and regulatory requirements; and identify sources of funding. August
28,2009 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM in L.C. Penney Conference Center, One University Blvd Cost: $40.
For more information contact Alan Hauff at 6121 5

IC Short Course - MyGateway/Studentmail Orientation: This course is designed to help
you better understand what the University of Missouri - St. Louis has to offer to each student.
Topics will include: Log in information, password security, available computer applications,
student email, digital drop box features, discussion boards, how to attach a file to an email,
how to help prevent virues or spyware from attacking your computer, available help classes,
etc. August 25, 2009 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM at SSB102.

SGA: Student Government Association meeting at 12:30 PM in SGA chambers.

Sunday Mass: We aren't “morning people” either! Come to our evening Mass to reflect about
the week up ahead. Music and Readings are prepared by young adults, and we would love to
see you there. If you want to participate in choir, please arrive at 7:30pm on Sunday to practice.
All students, staff, and faculty are invited to attend. Refreshments to follow after every Mass.
August 30, 2009 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM in Provincial House Chapel. For more information contact
Liz Detwiler at 314-385-3455.
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