University of Missouri, St. Louis

IRL @ UMSL

Undergraduate Research Symposium UMSL Undergraduate Works

January 2024

Content Analysis of Backyard Conservation Websites

Katie George
kg3tz@umsystem.edu

Sam Holzer

Follow this and additional works at: https://irl.umsl.edu/urs

6‘ Part of the Other Communication Commons

Recommended Citation

George, Katie and Holzer, Sam, "Content Analysis of Backyard Conservation Websites" (2024).
Undergraduate Research Symposium. 170.

Available at: https://irl.umsl.edu/urs/170

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the UMSL Undergraduate Works at IRL @ UMSL. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Undergraduate Research Symposium by an authorized administrator of IRL @ UMSL.
For more information, please contact marvinh@umsl.edu.


https://irl.umsl.edu/
https://irl.umsl.edu/urs
https://irl.umsl.edu/undergrad
https://irl.umsl.edu/urs?utm_source=irl.umsl.edu%2Furs%2F170&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/339?utm_source=irl.umsl.edu%2Furs%2F170&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://irl.umsl.edu/urs/170?utm_source=irl.umsl.edu%2Furs%2F170&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:marvinh@umsl.edu

CO nte nt An aIyS|S Of Katie George & Sam Holzer

Faculty Sponsor: Dr._ La!ra Zwarun |
B aC kyard CO nse rVatI on Department of Communication and Media
Websites

Introduction Research Question Results

> Websites for backyard conservation » What persuasive appeals or » More than one-third (34.7%) of sites did not
orograms are common, but we aren’t  t€Chniques are used In have a specific audience.
sure how effective they are (or if they = Packyard conservation » 68.9% of sites offered participation signs to
are effective). sites? share the program with others

> The goal was to create a content - » Less than 1 in 10 (8.7%) sites acknowledged

challenges/difficulties participants might face
' In the program
Brd&Butterly | cioationsign > 39.1% of sites contained themes of hope or
Zitérucsoghsr;c:; N hopefulness for participants
» Almost 60% of sites contained conservation
tips for participants

analysis of the persuasive
techniques that communication
theory suggests are effective.

Methods - |
> Quantitative content analysis , ~ Conclusions
You can make a difference whether you have a small backyard, patio _
o TwO Undergraduate coders planters, a school yard, a community park, or a 20-acre farm » An effective message needs a clear target
o Calculated Intercoder reliability Hopeful theme audience. Many sites didn't have this.
before and during coding to Source: Wyoming Wildlite Federation » The goal is to expand programs and lawn
ensure objective results practices beyond participants. Lawn signs

» Sample: list of 140+ US-based sites promote this.

» Determined how often sites had a » Many sites are created by non-
clear target audience, offered A professionals or volunteers without the
participation signs, acknowledged s S Inclusion of communication theory:.
difficulty participants might face, il o » As we deal with environmental issues, It Is
promoted hopeful themes, included — important to effectively persuade people
tips for participants, and other to participate in environmentally-friendly

facto rs. Tips for swimmers/beach visitors to “stop behaviors.

aquatic hitchhikers” (invasive species)
Source: Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers
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