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- Direcrors’ RooM, MERCHANTS’ -Excmmzr?,“}
‘ St. Louts, AuGUsE, 11, 1876.

To the Voters of the City and C‘ounty of 8t. Bouw

" On the 22d day of August there w111 be plared before you, for your ratrﬁcatlpn
or rejection, a document of such vital i 1n1portance to every citizen of this County as has
never before been presented to them for their expressron of oprmon It 18 the Scheme
and Charter providing for a separatron of the City from the County, contammg the
fundamental laws for the govemment of both, after the1r separatxon, Prepared by 7 thr-
teen well-known c1t1zens whom you have entrusted wrth this work, it is now presented
to you for your approval As the Docun{ent itself has been wrdely crrculated by\the
p‘ress and by the authorltles it becomes unnecessary to enter into a drscussron ot
to some of its promment features, as a1so to the fact that if thrs Scheme and Char-
ter be not adopted by the people, it will forever prevent a separatron of the Crty.
from the County of St. Louis, unless the State Constrtutlon be amended

If the document presented to you is defective—and no one clarms that it is
perfect—the remedy to perfect it is with the people who hve under and are gov-
erned by it. It can be amended at the end of every two years. In thrs the pro-
posed Charter differs from any similar instrument ever framed for the Crty, as all
former Charters were prepared by committees of the City Council, or by city offi-
cials, who gener‘ally took their finished work to the General Assembly, and that body
passed upon its merits. There is no doubt that the country members of the Legis-
lature understood the wants of their own countres, but it is equally certam that
they are not expected to know the requrrements of a 1arge city. By a provrsron of
the Constltutlon, the people of St. Louis were prrvrleged to select Thrrteen men
from among themselves, and entrust to them the framrng of laws for therr own
government.

This work is now before you, and ' requrres your approval, to become the_
fundamental law of the City and County In delrberatmg upon it, those whom
you entrusted with it have ignored polrtrcs and rehgron, nanonahty aud race, and
lay before you only what they beheve will produce the greatest good to the whole:

people of this County.

Where conflicting interests have entered into consrderatron, the interests of
majorities have been consulted, but the rights of minorities have not been 1gnored
Their aim has been to establ%sh an honest, economrcal and eﬁ'ectrve government for
the people of the c1ty as well as the county, and rid the commumty of a duuble '
govemment wr‘tb a]l its burdens and unnecessary officials, As the mterests of the

against the adoption of this Scheme and Ch er, whrch although qulet a.nd unas

suming, it is well organized, detérmined, and scrupulous.
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Rwer City Blues: The Quest for Municipal
Home Rule & Economic Security in St. Louis
By: Josef Wibbenmeyer

e City had been reliant on MO State approval of budget items in the time prior
to the split

o Tax changes, even bond issues had to go through the MO legislature as a bill as
If It were a law of statewide pertinence

Legislators usually did what the St. Louis lobby wanted, but there was
always the possibility the State of Missouri could outright reject the wishes of
St. Louis or its lobby

e City was constantly needing more money to improve & expand infrastructure of

all kinds, needed to move quickly due to city’'s sustained growth
o Need for infrastructure made debt & which was worsened by the economic
downturn that was the Panic of 1873

o People believed change was needed, & had a belief growth would not stop

e City & County relations always tenuous
' o Corruption iIssues made this worse such as the vast discrepancy In pay for
County officials over City officials like the mayor

Numerous funds known to go fund projects that largely helped non-City
residents in the County.
Tensions flared up when MO give County tax apportionment auth over City
Recount & vote fraud in Scheme & Charter for separation polling showcased the
corruption not only in the County, but the City too, in wards under men

like Edward Butler

’0

¢ The results of the 15t vote in 1876 showed the separation measure failing

e Some In City felt removal of Jefferson City & County influence needed for
achieving civic & financial goals, thus preserving future growth — City needed
the ablility to make its decisions independent of its state’'s government, AKA:
Home Rule

e Opponents stood to lose their position or a large tax base that supported them,

- some favored options other than separation (such as a merger of City & County)
| o County officials stood to lose their position as their office would no longer exist

o Some political bosses like Ed Butler stood to have reduced influence as City

* Charter’'s new wards reduced the zones he'd have under his thumb
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COPYRIGHT, MISSOURI HISTORICAL SOCIETY, FOREST PARK. ST. LOUIS
k ST. LOUIS COURT HOUSE. Built 1839-1864.

b Replacing Old Brick Court House. Built 1826-1830.
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