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Honorable Mayor and Members of the

Board of Aldermen
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Major Initiatives

The City is currently in the process of making significant changes to its facilities, as required by the
Americans With Disabilities Act. During the year, the City con _ eted construction of three accessible
restrooms in Des Peres Park, Pioneer Park and Sugar Creek Park. The City has invested significantly
toward the compliance of this federal legislation, including facility audits and improvements throughout
all its publicly accessible locations and continues to pursue these standards.

The City recognized the desire for increased attention to park beautification and employed one additional
full-time park maintenance worker. This additional person brings the park maintenance department to
a total of five permanent, full-time employees and two seasonal maintenance workers. The Park
Department maintains approximately 80 acres of park land in four locations. The City has received the
Tree City USA award for the past thirteen consecutive years, and in 19¢ _ the Governor of Missouri
presented the Missouri Treescape Award to the City.

In November of 1994, the residents of the City voted to approve a one-half cent capital improvements
sales tax effective April 1, 1995. The proceeds of the sales tax will be used to retire existing debt on the
Public ifety buildi  road and bridge improvements, sidewalk improvements, improvements to
facilities, park improvements, and capital equipment replacement.

The Mayor and the Board of Aldermen eliminated all real estate assessments by the City of Des Peres
during 1995. The elimination of the real estate tax provided the residents and businesses of the City of
Des Peres a savings of approximately $335,000 annually.

During 1995, the City applied for and received a federal grant for community oriented policing. The City
will receive $25,000 for the next three years. Under this grant, the City will hire one additional Public
Safety officer. This new officer will work cli ly with citizens, homeowners, and busin. . owners.
Attention will be focused on crime prevention and community involvement. The officer will . ist in
establishing neighborhood watch programs, conduct security ins] :tions for homes and businesses, and
improve community relations.

During 1995, the City installed a Novell network for all administrative functions. The installation has
provided all staff members with a standardized software platform. Included in the platform is
standardized word processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentation, and communication software. The
City has also established a limited presence on the Internet, providing b: ¢ atistical information. The
connection has _ ovided the City with immediate access to research tools used in the day to day
activities. This will improve productivity and the availability of data among staff members, board
members and cit  mns.
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Honorable Mayor and Members of the
Board of Aldermen
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Property Taxes - Prior to 1995, the City of Des Peres had a $0.21 per hundred assessed value property
tax levy for the General Fund and $0.03 per hundred assessed value levy for the Debi  :rvice Fund. In
1995, the Board of Aldermen reduced both levies to zero, saving the citizens of Des Peres, Missouri, a
total of approximately $335,000 annually.

Intergovernmental - Intergovernmental revenues are taxes levied by the State of Missouri and St. Louis
County. These taxes are redistributed to the City of Des Peres for general operating purposes. As a
whole, the intergovernmental revenues represent 10.50% of the annual general fund revenues.

Licenses - Ordinances of the City of Des Peres, Missouri, require that all persons doing business within
the City limits apply for and obtain an annual business license. In 1995, these fees represented 9.59%
of the annual General Fund revenues.

Interest Income - In 1995, interest income increased by 101.72%. Throughout the year, the City activity
invested in governmental backed securities resulting in this significant increase. The City has a written
investment policy governing investment activities.

Fees and Permits - Fee and permit revenues represent 3.42% of the General Fund revenue.
All revenues represent a fee for services rendered.

Utility Gross Receipt Taxes - During 1995, Utility Gross Receipt Tax revenues amounted to 11.9% of
the total revenue, and increased by 8.59% over 1994. The City of Des Peres, Missouri, requires the
providers of water, electric, gas, and telephone services to apply for and obtain a license for the privilege
of doing business. These fees represent payments made to the City of Des Peres for the privilege of
access to City rights-of-way. The Missouri revised statutes provides that public property can not be used
for profit capacity without payment for such privilege. The telephone con iy pays 5%, electric
company 3.61%, gas company 4.0%, and the water company 5.0%.

General fund expenditures for 1995 totaled $4,331,919. The Department of Public Safety is the largest
department, representing 43.63% of total expenditures. This department provides the City of Des Peres,
Missouri, with police, fire, and emergency medical services. The Department of Insurance and Pension
is a separate department used to track all expenses related to the City’s insurance and pension benefits.
During 1995, it accounted for 15.26% of all expenditures. The Department of Public Works provides
all planning and zoning services and all street maintenance functions. This department represents
11.24% of all expenditures.
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Elected Officials
Sharon Burkhardt . ........ ... ... ... Mayor
Mark Ahrens . ... . Alderman Ward I
JohnParker....... ... ... . . Alderman Ward I
Jim einschmidt .. ... .. .. L Alderman Ward II
RickLahr ... .. . . Alderman Ward I
James Doerring ....... ... .. . Alderman Ward III
Shirley Sweet .. ... ... Alderman Ward III
Charles Billings ......... ... . .. . Municipal Judge
Appointed Officials
DouglasHarms .. ....... ... o i City Administrator
William Bridges . ... Acting Director Of Public Safety
Denis Knock ....... .o Director Of Public Works
Brett VuagniauX ... .. ...t Director Of Finance






































































































viru ; And Agency Funds

Trust funds are used to account for assets held by the government in a
trustee capacity. Agency funds are used to account for assets held by the
government as an agent for individuals, private organizations, other
governments and/or other funds.

Trust Funds:

Pension Trust Fund is used to account for assets held in a trustee
capacity for the City’s eligible employees.

Agency Funds:

Deferred Compensation Fund is used to account for assets held for employees
in accordance with the provisions of Internal Revenue Code Section 457.














































































	Comprehensive Annual Financial Report, 1995
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1694201763.pdf.7Lljh

