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Unforeseen Challenges  

 The only participant that reported any unforeseen challenges their family 

experienced as a result of the Student Transfer Program was Participant #3.  This 

unforeseen challenges was centered on transportation. 

The drive was so far, we didn’t know it was going to be that far. It was 

like 45 minutes to an hour drive to get there. They never really welcomed 

the Riverview families as they did the Kirkwood families out there. They, 

they....it was like the Riverview families come for this, the Kirkwood 

families come for this. They never made us all one whole big family as a 

school district. How Riverview is, we welcome everybody. They didn’t do 

that for us. It, it just...it just was a bad experience all the way around. Like, 

emotionally, it really, it really messed my kids up. Like, as far as school, 

they, they never want to go back out there. 

Views on the “End” of the Student Transfer Program  

 Each participants’ response to their thoughts on Riverview Gardens regaining 

Provisional Accreditation, thus ending the Student Transfer Program in its current form, 

rendered different perspectives.  Participant #1 addressed this question with optimism and 

concern. 

 I think if the children are going to come back...it shouldn’t be that they can 

come back and then start issues or problems. Or the parents and families 

shouldn’t be able to come in and then tear up what you all here have 

worked so hard to get. If that makes sense. Because the teachers have 

worked really hard. Dr. Spurgeon has worked extremely hard. So, to get 

your team together to build this far, which I think it should have been 

more than just provisional, but to allow those families back...I just think it 

should be not just, you can just walk back in the door.  It’s great that we, 

that the district has it back, but then if you bring children back in the 

district, who are not going to school on a day-to-day basis where they are, 

having behavior issues in the district that they are currently attending, or 

they’re not coming to school on a day-to-day basis, then that’s going to 

come and fall right back into the Riverview Gardens School District and 

put us right back where you started. So, I, I think it,  it’s just...I don’t 

really know how to say it, but it’s kind of a catch-22 I guess.  
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Participant #2 was happy for Riverview, yet appeared to have some questions. 

Well, I’m glad that it happened for Riverview. It, it’s a, it’s a phenomenal 

thing that Riverview got their accreditation back.  [I]t’s like, it doesn’t 

affect either of my children now, because they go to the district, but if they 

were still in the [Student] transfer program I would bring them back.  I, it 

would be that...you know, it just basically like the education. It’s like, just 

because the kids, just because the district got accredited, or provisionally, 

is it still you know, what would it mean for my middle aged, my middle 

school, my middle child when he graduates? Would that mean that his 

[high school] ...diploma meant anything? You know, that would be my 

only thing. 

 

Participant #3 appeared to be happy for Riverview Gardens as well, but acknowledges 

that everyone may not share her sentiment. 

I believe that Riverview getting they accreditation back is great. Like, I 

believe that all the staff members, they did really work hard, and the 

children worked hard to help maintain that and get that back. And, as far 

as the children who are still in the transfer program, I know that they 

parents is going to be upset, but...I feel like it’s going to be better cause we 

all right here. Them long bus rides is not good for them children, at all. 

When asked how their children felt about Riverview Gardens regaining 

Provisional Accreditation, thus ending the Student Transfer Program in its current 

form, Participant #1 had a lot to say, particularly around the role that race may 

have played in the decision to classify Riverview Gardens as unaccredited. 

Well, my 7th grade son, because he doesn’t really understand the whole 

gamut, he wants to know why did it take so long, and why only 

provisional. Um, so I’ve explained it to him as best that I can and um, and 

I’ve taken him to a couple meetings with me. I’ve had him look online, 

kind of reading some things. But it is still a lot for a 13 year old to process, 

so he’s still trying to understand it. Um, the other two feels like, um, can’t 

say their terms, but they feel like the state want to play games with us 

because we are predominately African American school. That’s the best 

way I can say it. Considering they’re older and they clearly know what has 

happened.  [I]f you do the research in any of the 9 elementary schools 

Riverview Gardens have, the one high school, the two middle schools. So, 

if you check the demographics, it’s predominately all minority, African 

American students. You can count the number of any other nationality of 
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children that attend the district. So, in my children’s eyes, and they 

coming from a private school, where they were 3 in the entire school. 

They were 3 of the 50 children that made up the school of 585 children 

when they were closing the building. So, they have family in various 

school districts, so they know, like I said, the two older ones, know, they 

understand and they see more, and they can have a conversation with me 

about when you’re a predominately black school, when you’re a 

predominately white school, what’s the difference, you know. And they 

just feel, and that was their opinion, their words, because I hadn’t even 

looked at it that way, but they just feel like, momma, is it because we are a 

predominately black district, that they playin’ yo-yo, is what my oldest 

son said, with the kids that are in the Riverview Gardens School District. 

Um, he’s trying to figure out why is it Riverview Gardens outscored and 

out tested other districts around us, but they still have full accreditation, 

and Riverview Gardens doesn’t have it.  One of the things they’ve said is, 

they have friends that, like I said, attend districts all over, um, and for my 

9th grade son, his view is kind of like one of those, old type thoughts, his 

thing is, you know, we already are several steps behind everyone else, but 

why is it those that are already behind, they’re never acknowledged, you 

never hear about them, they’re always put in the limelight, they’re the 

ones who you always see on the sports something with the news, or 

whatever, I don’t look at it. But whatever the sports part is on the news. 

But you don’t see Riverview Gardens. So, I didn’t have an answer, 

because, like I said, I don’t look at the sports part of the news, so I didn’t 

even really know too much what he was talking about. For my oldest son, 

his thing is, well, momma, is it that because we’re always doing things this 

way, or we’re expected to do things this way, is that why we’re always on 

the news, versus, um, schools that really, just like, right across the bridge, 

have issues and things going on, but you don’t hear about it. Schools right 

here in their back door have a lot of things going on, but you don’t hear it. 

You always hear Riverview Gardens. So, I had to explain it as best as I 

felt for them to hear it, you know, that’s more for you all to go to school 

and do better, to show those people that just because I’m, the color of my 

skin, does not denominate, does not say that I’m less a person or that my 

district is less a district, you know, because of our skin tone. 

 

While Participant #2 simply stated that her children “don’t know about it,” 

Participant #3 revealed her high school daughter “think it’s great” and “loves 

Riverview Gardens.”  
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Quality & Equitable Education  

 One of the rationales behind the implementation of the Student Transfer Program 

was to ensure that all students have access to quality and equitable education.  When 

participants were asked what this meant to them, as well as if they felt the Student 

Transfer Program provides such an opportunity, only one of the three participants 

believes that this program achieves this goals.  According to Participant #2: 

Kirkwood had the SOAR program, which is their gifted program, down to 

their basic classes, or down to their special ed classes, every child has a 

chance.  [While in Riverview Gardens], [m]y middle son, when he was in 

elementary school, I feel did [receive a quality & equitable education]. 

But, like, with my middle son, I don’t think so. I think that the class that 

he was in, might have just been more kids that didn’t care. I don’t know. 

But I just, I had to do what I had to do.  I think that every child should 

have a chance at an education, and I’m glad that my children were picked 

for it. And, I just, I’m, I’m extremely grateful.  

 

Participant #1 does not feel like the Student Transfer Program ensures that all students 

have access to quality and equitable education.  Participant #1 also has questions 

regarding what quality and equitable education actually means. 

I wonder what they mean when they say that. Because you don’t see them 

in anybody’s classroom, walking down any halls of any school. You’re 

not coming in to help. So, instead of tearing down, come in and see what 

you can do to help. Teachers have it hard. They have...principals have it 

hard, but if you just want to keep sitting on the back burner, and you just 

want to keep lighting that fire even more, instead of coming in and seeing 

what’s going on, or how you can lend a helping hand, for me, that really 

shouldn’t even be stated. What is a quality education? They, they keep 

saying that and throwing that term around, but have yet to say what that 

really means or what that’s supposed to look like.  I say no [to the 

question]. Because a lot of the districts, I feel like they took the kids in 

because it was a dollar, and it was a way for them to build up their schools 

and increase their finances. I don’t think a lot of the districts that took our 

children really wanted our babies out there, they just took ‘em.  

 



 The Missouri Student Transfer Program    106 
 

 
 

Participant #3 also believes that the Student Transfer Program falls short of ensuring that 

all students have access to quality and equitable education. 

I don’t feel the transfer program gives them that. Like, I feel that that’s 

something they was getting at Riverview, even when they didn’t have the 

accreditation. And, I feel like it’s really upon the teachers. What the 

teachers are teaching them.  

 

Four Years Later 

The end of the 2016 – 2017 school year will mark the end of the most recent 

Missouri Student Transfer Program in its current form.  Each participant provided a 

different response to the question: What is your biggest takeaway from the Student 

Transfer Program?  Participant #1’s response to that question, starts with a question. 

What did we really teach our children [as a result of the Student Transfer 

Program]? Because the ship is sinking does that mean you just abandon 

the ship, or do you figure out how you can do, what you can do to get the 

ship back up like it’s supposed to be. It didn’t send a good message to me. 

But you can still live here, but you can’t be educated here? 

 

Participant #2 believes that the Student Transfer Program helped groom her children into 

who they are today. 

My biggest takeaway from the Student Transfer Program is that I think 

without it, my kids wouldn’t be who they are today. But I don’t know. But 

that’s, I mean, that’s what I take away from it.  My kids are phenomenal 

kids. I have a freshman in college, I have a freshman in high school and I 

think without the Transfer Program that they would still be a freshman in 

high school and a freshman in college, but I don’t think that they would 

have the drive, perseverance that they have, without the Transfer Program. 

 

For Participant #3, the Student Transfer Program took something away from all of her 

children. 

It took my children’s drive away from school. It...my high schooler and 

my middle schooler at the time, it really made them feel like, “ah, I don’t 
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really want to do this, I don’t want to do school like this.” ‘Cause at first, 

they really had ambition, like, my son he was talking about going to 

college and my daughter, they don’t feel that way no more. It just, since 

the transfer program, they were like, “no, if this is what it’s going to be 

like, going to a new school, away from home…” They, they don’t want 

that.  And it really made them lose they drive for they education.  

When asked if they would change any decision pertaining to the Student Transfer 

Program, Participant #1 and Participant #2 both stated that they would not, however, 

Participant #3’s response was filled with regret in her initial decision. 

I would have never transferred them. I would have left them at Rivervew 

where they felt they were at home. And they had a great relationship with 

the teachers, the principals, all the way around. I would have left them 

where they felt more safe. ‘Cause, it, I had bad incidents all the way 

around with Kirkwood. I didn’t see the education being better. Like, I 

didn’t feel the teachers cared more than the Riverview teachers. They 

didn’t, they didn’t welcome us. You...I don’t know. At Riverview we get 

that, everybody know each other, everybody welcome, even if you don’t 

know each other, they still welcome you. You the new student, come on, 

you know...this such and such, we never got any of that. We never got a, 

“Oh, here go the principal, the vice principal…” You know, none, we 

never got any of the welcoming.  

 

At the end of the 2016 – 2017 school year, the families of 437 students will have 

to decide if they will return to the Riverview Gardens School District.  Participant #2 and 

Participant #3 had a message for them.  Participant #2 would tell them: 

[F]ollow your heart, follow, talk to your kids. You know the education 

that they’re getting where they’re at. If you’re not sure, talk to the school 

that your child would be attending. Get everything that you can about, 

know everything you can about that school. The education, the teachers, 

principal, down to anyone that would come in contact with your child. 

And then, make your determination that way. 

 

While Participant #3 would start by asking them a question. 

 

I would first ask them why do they feel that they, why did they even put 

they child in the transfer program? And, I know everybody, really they 

reason is going to be “I feel like it’s gonna be a better education because 

of accreditation.” A lot of people don’t even know what the accreditation 

is though. A lot of people don’t. And I would tell them, like, really sit 
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down and talk to your child about it, because, yeah, they might be having 

fun and games and stuff, but, that, it...it...it really wears your child down 

from them having to be up at 4 and 5 in the morning. And you doing 

school from 5 in the morning till 5 in the evening. What el...what else is 

your child doing with they self other than school? That would be my 

question to them. Because, my children were involved in other activities. 

They played, played instruments, football, basketball, cheerleading, and 

all this. So, they didn’t have time for none of that being in the transfer 

program. So, and, that...and now, you want to talk about education? That 

looks good on your child’s transcript, them being part of extra-curriculum 

activities and things in high school. So, you gotta think about all that. And 

then, when my children were in the transfer program, they didn’t really 

give them the option of doing anything after school, because then they not 

getting home ‘til 8 or 9:00 at night. And they have to pay for that cab fare, 

so it was...it wasn’t...it’s not fair, and I would tell them, like, stick your 

children with they home school where they, you know, where they with 

the kids in the community where they live. You know, it, it’s not no 

difference for real. The education not no difference. And I feel like it’s 

just on the teachers. It, whatever the teachers, if the teachers really love 

the children, and they going to be there, and they love they job, and they 

education, they gonna make it happen for the kids.  
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Chapter Five: Summary, Conclusion, and Suggestions for Future Research  

Summary 

 The three (3) unique family perspectives were captured through one-on-one 

interviews with the mothers of these families.  Their passionate stories and experiences 

help us, as a society, to understand the first-hand challenges that many parents must pay 

as collateral to obtain “quality” and “equitable” education for their most valued 

possession: their child(ren).   

The purpose of this study is to understand the perceptions of the Student Transfer 

Program by interviewing the three aforementioned families from the unaccredited 

Riverview Gardens School District, who have been impacted by the Student Transfer 

Program.  This program, just like so many before it, was the latest example of what 

happens when policy, education, and equity collide.  The interpretation and lasting 

impact of these programs may not become evident until years after the program(s) have 

actually ended.  Most of the existing literature on these programs lack the in-depth, 

family perspective necessary to draw valid conclusions on how programs like these truly 

impact families.  Many dissertations on similar topics were able to obtain the quantitative 

data of this phenomena through Likert scales and/or survey data, seldom allowing 

families to genuinely and thoroughly tell their stories qualitatively.  This is why the 

researcher originally decided to embark on this long, yet rewarding journey; which 

included the production of a feature-length documentary film.  This film helped show the 

powerful, firsthand stories told by each participant.  
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Although this study was limited to three participants, the data extracted from each 

participant’s unique perspective, helped to answer the research questions, starting with 

Participant #1. 

Participant #1 decided to transfer her three (3) school-aged children into the 

Riverview Gardens School District during the first year of the Student Transfer Program.  

Her children previously attended a private school.  Nearly four years later, Participant #1 

does not have any regrets pertaining to her decision to remain in the Riverview Gardens 

School District.  Her children are doing quite well. In fact, Participant #1 contributes her 

children’s current and future success to the Riverview Gardens School District.  The 

researcher found it interesting that when Participant #1 interacted with community 

members who expressed different views than her own, she took on an approach along the 

lines of “what are you doing to make the situation better, not worse.”  In addition, 

Participant #1 also appeared to paint a picture that her family was willing to weather the 

storm and stay in Riverview Gardens to try to make things better.  She felt that this would 

teach her children to stand up and fight for themselves.  Participant #1 was happy and 

proud of the progress that Riverview Gardens has made, but was skeptical of the students 

who may return after transferring out to another school district.  Participant #1 stated that 

her biggest concern was not knowing how the returning students would impact what 

Riverview Gardens built over the years to regain provisional accreditation.  

Many of Participant #1’s views could best be described as “polar opposite” of the 

views captured by Participant #2.  Participant #2 decided to transfer her two (2) school-

aged children via the Student Transfer Program, due to her concerns with one of the 

schools that her oldest child previously attended.  While in the Student Transfer Program, 
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her children “blossomed.”  Nearly four years later, Participant #2 does not have any 

regrets pertaining to her decision to transfer out of the Riverview Gardens School 

District.  Participant #2 credits her children’s current, as well as future success to the 

educational opportunities that were afforded by the Student Transfer Program.  

Participant #2 acknowledged that although her children excelled academically in their 

new district, she believes that the district her students attended provided all students with 

a chance at success.  From the gifted students, to the basic students, to the students 

requiring special education services, “all students [have] a chance.”  This notion was not 

echoed by the other transfer family in the study, Participant #3. 

Plain and simply stated by Participant #3 “emotionally, [the Student Transfer 

Program] really messed my kids up.”  Like Participant #2, Participant #3’s transferred her 

children from Riverview Gardens via the Student Transfer Program.  She stated that she 

wanted the best education for her three (3) school-aged children.  Although Participant #2 

and Participant #3 children attended the same district, each of their oldest child even 

transferred to the same school, their reported experiences were overtly contrasting to one 

another.  The long bus rides impacted Participant #3 socially and emotionally.  She 

reported that two of her children were socially, emotionally, and academically impacted 

in a negative way, based on their experiences while in the Student Transfer Program.  

Tired and frustrated, Participant #3 decided to transfer her children back to Riverview 

Gardens five (5) months into the program.  Nearly four years later, Participant #3 regrets 

her initial decision to transfer out of the Riverview Gardens School District.  Participant 

#3 also cautions other families to “stick your children with [the] home school where they 

live.” 
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Altogether, the three participants in this study, provided information that helped 

to answer the two research questions for this study:  

1. How does the Student Transfer Program impact families in the Riverview 

Gardens School District? 

2. What experiences did families in the Riverview Gardens School District 

have as a result of the Student Transfer Program? 

The approximately seventeen (17) interview questions for each participant took less than 

sixty (60) minutes.  After reviewing all of the interview data, it became apparent that 

there would not be much consensus found in this study.  Most of the interview responses 

were just as different from one another as the interview participants’ unique perspectives.  

As a result, the data suggests that the Student Transfer Program impacted families in the 

Riverview Gardens School District in a variety of ways.  In addition, the Student Transfer 

Program also provided a wide range of experiences to families in the Riverview Gardens 

School District.  

Conclusion 

The original goal of this study was to allow families with different perspectives to 

share their personal experiences related to the Student Transfer Program.  Captured 

through one-on-one interviews, those extracted data were used to determine the impact of 

the Student Transfer Program. Such data suggests that the Student Transfer Program 

impacted families in the Riverview Gardens School District in a variety of ways, both 

positively and negatively.  In addition, the Student Transfer Program also provided a 

wide range of experiences to families in the Riverview Gardens School District; again, 

both positively and negatively. 
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On the positive end, all of the referenced students in this study appear to currently 

be receiving a “quality” and “equitable” education. Some students are receiving such 

education in Riverview Gardens, some outside of Riverview Gardens.  Another positive 

is centered on observing these mothers passionately fight for their children’s education.  

Regardless if you agree or disagree with the steps that are/were taken, one cannot argue 

with a parent demanding what is best for their children.  

Unfortunately, there were also reported adverse effects to the Student Transfer 

Program.  Participant #3 stated that the Student Transfer Program “took my children’s 

drive away from school.”  This was one of my biggest takeaways from the interviews.  In 

the quest to give students what they deserve to be successful in life, my ignorance did not 

think that something so precious as one’s drive, could be taken as a result of participating 

in a program that was being sold as the “transportation to a better education,” so to speak.  

In addition, it was an interesting revelation by Participant #1 when she explained that her 

children were forced to view the Student Transfer Program through a Critical Race 

Theory lens, without ever taking a class on this subject. 

 Participant #1 stated that her two oldest sons feel like “the state want[ed] to play 

games with [Riverview Gardens] because we are predominately African American.”  

When you examine the other transfer programs that were mentioned in this study such as 

the Student Transfer Program (in Riverview and Normandy), the Voluntary Inter-district 

Transfer Program, and the transfer programs in Charlotte-Mecklenburg, Indianapolis, and 

Kirkwood, to not acknowledge the role that race and poverty may have in all of these 

incidents would be fallacious, at best.  In all of these cases, students of color from “low-

performing schools and districts were bused miles away from their community to attend 
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predominantly white schools.”  If hours of commuting to and from school is the price for 

“quality” and “equitable” education, what makes the “white” schools “quality?”  Better 

yet, what makes many of the community schools that are made up of mostly students of 

color “low performing?”  In the St. Louis, Missouri metropolitan area, you can look at zip 

codes to determine the crime rate, unemployment rate, as well as the poverty rate in that 

area.  You can also look at the zip code of a public school to determine how students are 

performing.  This brings us back to where we started.  If we take students from “low 

performing” schools and send them to higher performing schools, this will begin to 

address the underline problem; in theory at least.  But if the results from the interviews 

that were conducted in this study hold the key, then we really are further away from 

seeing eye-to-eye than we originally believed.  

Recommendations for Future Research 

 Each of the three (3) interview participants were able to provide detailed 

responses to most of the questions that were asked.  When asked about other participants 

in the Student Transfer Program, none of the participants were able to provide detailed 

information.  Although the three (3) perspectives in this study were unique, the study 

lacked in the number of participants.  Including many more participants who are willing 

to share their stories and experiences related to the Student Transfer Program would 

certainly extend this research.  This includes interviewing families that transferred to 

more than just the Kirkwood School District.  

 The research participants in this study were all connected to the Riverview 

Gardens School District. Interviewing families from other transfer programs would have 

extended this research and made the results more comprehensive in nature.  In addition, 
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including families from the “receiving districts,” where students transferred to, would 

have extended this research as well. 

 All of the participants had to provide, to the best of their knowledge, information 

regarding the thoughts and views of their school-aged children.  If students were included 

in this study, the results may have been more organic. 
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