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At 11:30 a.m. last Tuesday, a campus 
wide emergency email and text message 
went out to University of Missouri-St. 
Louis students. The message read, “Man 
with a gun seen in Lucas Hall. Police have 
been unable to confirm this. Older W/M, 
glasses, 5’8”. Avoid Lucas Hall. Secure 
in place. Don’t come to Campus. If this 
person is seen, call the campus police.” 
 The alert was sent out in response 
to an emergency call to the police 
made by a student in Lucas Hall.  
The man turned out to be J. Freder-
ick Fausz, an associate history pro-
fessor who specializes in Colonial 
America and the Lewis  and Clark 
era. The gun was only an antique 
musket to be used as a teaching aid.  
Sergeant Thomas McEwen of the UM-
St. Louis Police Department said that six 
officers responded to the call. 

The sergeant described the incident 
as an instructor just trying to teach a 
class, but not thinking about the con-
sequences of carrying something like 
this back to his office. McEwen also 
urged students who have not signed 
up with the emergency mass notifi-
cation system on MyView to do so.  
  “We can’t force people to sign 
up, but in cases like this it re-
ally does help,” McEwen said. 
Ron Yasbin, dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, said that Fausz “is very en-
gaged and he really tries to get the stu-
dents excited and he brought in a French 
musket to show them what it is like. We 
don’t have a policy on that.”

Yasbin said that Fausz did not do 
anything wrong, but that the incident 
alerted the university to the fact that a 
new policy needs to be in place. 

Yasbin said that a policy is quickly 
being drafted. It will probably be com-
parable to the policy drama classes have 
to abide by that requires classes involv-

ing prop weapons or fight scenes to give 
the UM-St. Louis police advanced no-
tice to prevent the type of false alarm 
that occurred last week. Yasbin also 
said that any new policy will probably 
require faculty members with any type 
of gun to be escorted onto campus 
by a police officer to prevent panic. 
The entire incident only lasted about 10 
minutes from the 911 call being made 
to a second message being sent out an-
nouncing that it was a false alarm. Dean 
Yasbin, however, said that he would 
like to see that response time decreased. 
   “We could see students walking 
around after the message had gone out,” 
said Yasbin, who was in Lucas Hall at 
the time of the incident, “They should 
have been cleared and the area should 
have been cleared. [The Emergency no-
tification system] certainly kicked in. 
It’s just a matter of making it quicker.” 
Yasbin stressed that the money to pay 
for and improve these systems is replace-
able, but life is not.

RYAN KRULL
News Editor

False alarm over antique
Administrators say new policy is needed;
response time needs to be decreased 

The University of Missouri-St. Louis has a total of 12 de-
gree programs which have been tagged as ‘low-producing’ by 
the Department of Higher Education (DHE) this past year. 
These programs have, in recent years, consistently produced 
below a certain benchmark number of graduates on multiple 
levels and are being examined by the university. 

“Low-producing is defined as a program that ‘produces’ be-
low the state of Missouri rules for the minimum number of 

graduates based on a 3 year average. Those minimum num-
bers are ten bachelor’s degrees, five master’s degrees and three 
doctoral degrees. The ‘low-producing’ label refers only to the 
average number of graduates falling below those levels,” Glen 
Cope, provost and vice chancellor for Academic Affairs, said. 

In this light, it is not even a standard UM-St. Louis itself 
has necessarily set, but rather one that is operated on a state-
wide level. While these numbers may seem inconsequential to 
some, it is essential for a program’s continuation that it pro-
duces graduates. 

See DEGREES on page 3

MATTHEW B. POPOSKY
Staff writer

Degrees to be phased out or 
combined in coming years
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“What do you think about the 
results of the November 2 elections?”

Bryan Schoolman
Pre-dental
Senior

“I believe the next two years will bring 
bipartisanship. Hopefully both sides will 
use their strengths to better our country 
and economy.”

Jacob Perkins
Sociology 
Graduate

“In general, I am extremely vexed over 
the outcome of the recent midterm 
election. I fear that our nations public 
policy will take two steps backward.”

Haneen Suhail Musa
International business
Senior

“So far I just feel we should have a larger 
number of people participating in voting. 
It seemed like a small percent of the 
registered voters took part.”

Farrah Mosby 
Spanish
Senior

“I was very disappointed by the number 
of people who voted verses the number 
of people who were registered to vote. 
People do not understand the importance 
of midterm elections.”

 “George w. Bush still doesn’t care 
about black people ”   - issue 1328

I understand this is an opinion column, but I find this arti-
cle offensive and ridiculous. I understand wanting to right 
a ‘racism’ piece, but saying that George Bush is a racist 
and STILL doesn’t like black people?? Really?
  
    I’m WHITE and a supporter of Obama, and agree that 
people need to adapt to who is in the white house, but 
why are we publishing such pieces in a college newspa-
per? I agree with Amazed, George Bush has been out of 
office for 2 years, give the guy a break. If you wanted to 
write an article on racism, then research something more 
interesting than publishing this.

-Anonymous

The Current really needs to weed out all the hateful trolls 
on here. I cannot and will not trust nor listen to a person 
that will attack Obama on anything without admitting 
to the fact that Bush was a bad president and did ter-
rible things. He is worse than Obama, at least Obama got 
things done in the end-good things for once.
      
      But it is so obvious that that three of the comments 
on here are by the same person because no one is that 
dumb to be so defensive of a guy like Bush…because no 
one with a brain or any logic would support him.

-Jules 

The UNDERCURRENT
by Abigail Gillardi
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A program which is not producing graduates still requires 
funding.  Being tagged with this label does not instantly equal 
a kiss of death for any given program, although steps are being 
taken to relieve this status.  “A few will be combined to form 
degree programs that will produce more than the minimum 
numbers of graduates. Some will be made inactive, which 
means that current students will be able to complete their de-
grees and graduate, but new students won’t be admitted and 
the program will be phased out,” Cope said. 

While this may still not be excessively reassuring concerning 
the state of UM-St. Louis’ degrees, it is interesting to note that 
some programs will apparently be left alone entirely, in that no 
combinations or phasing out will occur in their case. “Some 
of the low-producing degree programs will be retained because 
they are essential to the mission of UM-St. Louis, even though 
their numbers are currently small,” Cope said. “Programs to 
be combined include French, Spanish, German, which will 
become a major in Foreign Language with concentrations in 
French, Spanish, and German and possibly other languages in 
the future.”  Other programs cited by Cope as low-producing 

were those of sociology, philosophy and physics, in which both 
Bachelor of the Arts and Bachelor of Sciences degrees are in 
danger due to this identification. Sociology, in particular, has 
already been inactive, according to Cope. “It will be made for-
mally inactive with the DHE as a result of this project,” Cope 
said. 

Students should remember that there is not necessarily a 
need to be concerned.  “I think the most important thing to 
mention is that even if a degree is ‘under performing’ it does 
not mean that the degree will be canceled. Students could be 
preparing to graduate and the three year period was just a low 
graduation time for that degree,” Daniel Rosner, senior, ac-
counting, said.  Cope supported these facts as well. The only 
concern then lies in the degrees to be lost. Naturally, it may 
be possible for programs which are essential to increase their 
numbers and thus remove this tag in future years. What of 
those programs to be phased out though? UM-St. Louis looks 
to potentially lose a few degree programs in the coming years 
if production levels of graduates do not increase. 

DEGREE from page 2

As The Current previously reported, 
tuition is almost certain to increase for 
University of Missouri-St. Louis stu-
dents next year in response to expected 
cuts in state appropriations for the UM 
System. At a Student Government Asso-
ciation meeting held Friday, the admin-
istration gave a more detailed outlook 
of the tuition increases students can 
expect.

James M. Krueger, the vice chancel-
lor of Managerial & Technological Ser-
vices, said that UM System President 
Gary Forsee “has sort of sent a signal 
that there will be no double digit tuition 
increases.”

In response to a question about just 
how much less money would be coming 
into the UM System from the state gov-

ernment, Krueger responded saying, “If 
you really want to be panicked, it could 
be 5 to 25 percent. The state budget is 
not in good shape.” State appropriations 
and tuition are the two largest funding 
sources for the university.

Because the UM-St. Louis adminis-
tration does not yet know the exact fig-
ure of the forthcoming budget decrease, 
several different scenarios have been 
planned for.

If there is a 5 percent reduction in 
state appropriations, tuition will increase 
4 percent to $255.40 a credit hour for a 
Missouri resident undergraduate. A 10 
percent reduction in state appropria-
tions will increase tuition by 7 percent. 
If state appropriations are decreased by 
15 percent, tuition will increase by 9 
percent, the maximum President Fors-
ee has signaled will be acceptable. The 
9 percent increase will bring tuition to 

$267.70 for an in-state undergraduate. 
Tuition increase will take effect for UM-
St. Louis students beginning in summer 
semester 2011.

Despite these tuition increases, the 
drop in state appropriations will create 
a budget shortfall. The shortfall could 
be as low as $4.5 million or as high as 
nearly $8 million. The smaller the re-
duction in appropriations, the less the 
budget shortfall will be. Any shortfall 
that is created will be negated through 
budget cuts.

“The budget and planning commit-
tee will have the task of making what-
ever cuts are needed,” Krueger said.

Despite the expected budget short-
fall, the university is planning a 2 per-
cent increase in faculty salary and ben-
efits.

RYAN KRULL
News Editor 

Tuition increase will likely 
not reach double digits

LET YOUR VOICE 
BE HEARD!

Speak up at our online forums!   TheCurrent -Online.com 
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“The small class sizes and 
the faculty’s open-door policy 
sets the learning experience 
at BARRY UNIVERSITY apart 
from other law schools.”

Kaylynn Shoop, JD 2010
Barry University School of Law
Judge Advocate General Attorney, 
U.S. Air Force (January 2011)

BARRY LAW is... 
hands-on legal education

www.barry.edu/Law
Barry University School of Law is fully accredited by the American Bar Association (Section of Legal Education & Admissions 

to the Bar, ABA, 321 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL  60654, 312-988-6738).

ORLANDO, FLORIDA

11347-U of Missouri St. Louis:Layout 1  11/8/10  2:14 PM  Page 1

quality, affordable health care
for women, men and teens

• STD testing & treatment
• birth control services
• emergency contraception
• pregnancy testing
• GYN exams
• HPV vaccine 
   - females & males ages 9 - 26

• options education 
   & information
• abortion services
   - abortion pill (4 - 9 weeks)
   - surgical abortion (4 - 22 weeks)

Same day and next day appointments available, 
including evening and Saturday hours

800.230.7526 | www.plannedparenthood.org/stlouis

DAVID JACKSON

(314) 923-5531
Authorized Agent

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield

1831 Chestnut Street
St. Louis, MO 63103

(800) 541-4254
david.jackson@anthem.com

We offer health coverage for:
• Individuals without Group Coverage
• Independent Contractors
• Dependents and Students
• COBRA/Alternative
• Self-Employed
• Small Businesses

Solutions with choices
are easy. Call today for a
free personalized quote. 

Need affordable health coverage?

 
 

In Missouri, (excluding 30 counties in the Kansas City area) Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
is the trade name of RightCHOICE® Managed Care, Inc. (RIT), Healthy Alliance® Life Insurance 
Company (HALIC), and HMO Missouri, Inc. RIT and certain affiliates administer non-HMO benefits 
underwritten by HALIC and HMO benefits underwritten by HMO Missouri, Inc. RIT and certain 
affiliates only provide administrative services for self-funded plans and do not underwrite 
benefits. Independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.  ® ANTHEM is a 
registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
names and symbols are registered marks of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

The Current
thecurrent-online.com
The greatest student newspaper...ever.
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Sports

Tritons head coach Steve Tappemeyer made his regular season debut with University of 
Missouri-St. Louis this weekend at the GLVC-GLIAC Tournament in Springfield, Illinois. 
Tritons men’s basketball split their round robin winning on Friday night against Northwood 
University 82-71. “We came out very strong in game one and we got them to turn the ball 
over,” Coach Luke Crump, men’s assistant basketball coach, said. “We dug ourselves in a hole 
in the second game but came up a bit short.” Against Lake Superior State University, UM-St. 
Louis trailed by six at half time. The Tritons lost the game 73-71. Men’s basketball’s first home 
game is on Monday, November 22 at the Mark Twain Gymnasium at 7:30 p.m. against Vic-
tory University. Admission is free to all UM-St. Louis students, faculty and alumni.

Men’s basketball

UMSL Men’s Basketball players playing a game during a practice session at 
the Mark Twain Building (Gym) on Wednesday.

NITESH JAIN / THE CURRENT
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The Tritons women’s basketball team hopes to become a 
force to be reckoned with.  “I am looking forward to success 
this season.  We have the potential to be a great team and really 
open people’s eyes to UMSL women’s basketball,” Kelcy Hul-
bert, senior, elementary education, said.   “We have improved 
our team chemistry and are in the best basketball shape we 
have ever been in of the 4 years I have been here.  Everyone has 
worked on their weaknesses and it shows greatly.” 

This season’s roster includes several players returning this 
season along with a couple new recruits.  Three seniors Kelly 
Carter, Kelcy Hulbert and Kelly Mitchell hope to help lead the 
team in their role as captains. Coach Taylor expects this year to 
be the best season of her UM-St. Louis coaching career. “We 
have a good core back as well as some new comers that are 
adjusting well,” Coach Taylor said.

The returning student-athletes for the University of Mis-
souri-St. Louis Tritons include Caitlyn Moody, junior, who 
ranked third in scoring last season, Kelly Mitchell who aver-
aged 7.6 points last season, Kelcy Hulbert who shot the team 
best at 54.7 percent from the field and Kelly Carter who threw 
up an average of 8.4 points per game last season.  

Also returning is Keamber Vaughn, Kiki Robinson, Deaven 
Omohundro and Allie Hogan. Shayelle Dominguez commit-
ted with the Tritons this season.   She stands at 6 feet 2 inches 

and is a transfer from Lewis and Clark Community college 
where she averaged 9 points per game and 5.6 rebounds per 
game. 

The four freshmen this season brought with them their high 
school experiences. Recruit Kaitlin Sweatman averaged 16.5 
pts, 8.7 rebounds, 3 steals and 3 assists. Brooke Lair from Ba-
kersfield, Missouri averaged 12.6 pts & 5.8 rebounds while in 
high school. 

“Everyone is a pretty big rivalry in this conference, it is a 
tough league.  I definitely want to get some wins against teams 
that we have yet to beat over the past 3 years,” added Coach 
Taylor.  Hard work and perseverance are just what the ladies 
have put into this season. Rewards and success are what they 
are sure to see come out of it.  Captain Hulbert wants to win 
at least 20 games this season. With the way things are starting, 
it looks like that is a very obtainable goal.   

In their first game against Harris Stowe State University, 
UM-St. Louis came out of the gates with a big win over the 
Hornets, with a final score 88-55. Two of the freshman put up 
double digits. Looks like the Triton’s opponents might be in 
for a run for their money this season. “We prepared differently 
than we have in the previous years for this season.  We are a 
quicker team this year, so our preparation included numerous 
sprint workouts. We hit the weights harder and our practices 
are more up-tempo,” Lisa Curliss-Taylor, UM-St. Louis wom-
en’s basketball coach, said. 

The next home game for UM-St. Louis is December 2 
against Wisconsin-Parkside University. Tipoff is at 5:30 p.m.

National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association officials are 
investigating Auburn Uni-
versity quarterback Cam 
Newton for possible infrac-
tions. According to The Asso-
ciated Press, Newton’s father, 
Cecil, said it would take up 
to $180,000 for his son to 
play at Mississippi State Uni-
versity.  Newton signed with 
the Auburn Tigers and is the 
front runner for the Heisman 
Trophy, college football’s best 
player. Before Newton com-
mitted to Auburn, accord-
ing to The Associated Press, 
he played third string un-
der Florida University head 
coach Urban Meyer, but left 
after he was caught cheating 
on exams and term papers.

NCAA Division I football 
and basketball programs, ath-
letes and coaches alike seem 
to see themselves as above the 
student body. Pete Carroll, 
Urban Meyer, Lane Kiffin 
and other big name collegiate 
football coaches are all guilty 
of major infractions. Yet uni-
versity administrators keep 
hiring these coaches.

Former University of 
Southern California head 
football coach Pete Carroll 
and USC boosters provided 
cars and other incentives to 
several Trojan football play-
ers, including Heisman Tro-
phy winner and New Or-
leans Saints running back 
Reggie Bush. Pete Carroll left 
USC amid the sanctions and 
Bush returned his trophy. 
According to NCAA reports, 
some of these incentives were 
funded by university money.

While most students 
struggle to make ends meet, 
balancing school, work or 
sometimes children, New-
ton and others like him are 
given free rides. Their educa-
tion is paid for, their room 
and board is paid for and, in 
some instances, their books 
are too. Most University of 
Missouri-St. Louis students 
often have to scrape the bot-
tom of the barrel just to pay 

for books. Some even work 
two or more jobs.  At the 
University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia, or Mizzou, athletes 
are given special study areas 
and other facilities not avail-
able to the general student 
population. Tuition dollars 
and Missouri tax payers pay 
for these privileges. Why 
are these 18- to 23-year-old 
athletes held in such high re-
gard? The answer is because 
of the amount of money they 
bring in to the university.

When stories like Cam 
Newton, or former UM-St. 
Louis golf coach Dustin Ash-
by are reported, university of-
ficials and administrators of-
ten attempt to downplay the 
sanctions. Auburn Univer-
sity, for example, still backs 
up its prized quarterback say-
ing that he is eligible to play 
every Saturday.  However, 
NCAA rules and bylaws state 
that any player who accepts 
cash payments for playing a 
sport the student-athlete in 
question is no longer ama-
teur and cannot play NCAA 
sanctioned sports. 

It is time for administra-
tors and others in major uni-
versities face the facts. They 
are not sending good mes-
sages to students, parents and 
fans alike. By condoning un-
ethical behavior by coaches 
and athletes administrators 
are not doing their schools’ 
any favors. Big time sports 
programs, like college foot-
ball, are disgraceful.

Michael Frederick is Sports 
Editor for The Current.

SPORTS COLUMN

Cheaters never win

Michael Frederick

Women’s basketball prepare 
for 2010-2011 season

CHARDAIS BASTIEN
Staff Writer

After all is read & done,
Please Recycle!

-Your friends at the The Current



Tim Kinsella’s pet project, Joan of Arc, 
played at the Firebird on November 3, where 
they zipped through the entirety of their new-
est record, due out May 10, 2011, and played 
a few old favorites. The crowd was sparse, but 
brimmed with devoted fans, all smiles and 
friendly cries. 

Kinsella and crew took the stage, said a 
quick “Hello” and told the crowd they were 
going to be guinea pig test subjects for Joan 
of Arc’s newest batch of, as of now, not yet re-
corded songs. So please note some of the titles 
to be referenced herein may and are subject to 
change. That being said, Joan of Arc’s show 
was riveting because it leapt unabashedly into 
uncharted territory. 

Mapping out new possibilities live is rare 

and risky because audience reactions will not 
be as energetic toward new, unheard songs. 
No one will emphatically claim, “This is my 
jam,” but a few insensitive types may cry, 
“What is this song? Where the hell are the 
songs I know by heart?” But watching Joan 
of Arc experiment was exciting and captivat-
ing. The crowd at the Firebird felt the same, 
full of die-hard supporters who loved Kinsell’s 
artistic play, ambiguity and liquidity. It did 
not matter that no one knew the songs. The 
audience was treated to a secret performance, 
a preview of things to come.

With 12 albums and as many stylistic 
changes throughout as there are records, Joan 
of Arc is a hard act to aesthetically pin. Their 
catalogue features everything from brainy, 
tongue-n-cheek indie rock, see “A Tell-Tale 
Penis” to balls-out math rock and chamber 
pop. If their set at the Firebird was any indica-

tion, Kinsella’s newest Joan of Arc release will 
be yet another departure from anything and 
everything attempted before. 

Opener, “Morning” operated mostly like 
an a cappella. The song featured sparse instru-
mentation and Kinsella’s snarky, twee vocal 
work, which conjured a wonderful sense of 
beginning and opening. The crowd loved the 
subdued energy, shouting, “I love you” and 
“Have my children!” 

During “Epic,” Kinsella crouched in front 
of the tiny amplifier that pumped out his gui-
tar crunch and tweaked the dials as the rest of 
Joan of Arc blasted away on bass, lead guitar 
and drums. The song cranked down to a low 
whir as Kinsella returned to the microphone 
after a long, ear-shattering jam, to sing the 
song’s last bit of verse before another power-
packed chorus. “What” and “Robot” featured 
the blinding squeal from Kinsella’s old, wood-

en Gibson SG, a fat, punk-rock bass texture 
and a tinkered, meticulous guitar lead.

Joan of Arc powered through “Super,” 
“Pig,” “Cow,” “Nate” and “Bubble”—the 
rest of their upcoming record. After the dust 
cleared, Kinsella told the audience how the 
last time he played St. Louis no one except 
his girlfriend and her parents showed up. The 
crowd let out a collective, disparaging sigh and 
shouted that Joan of Arc ought to return to 
St. Louis. One emboldened fan issued, “Make 
St. Louis the first stop on the tour supporting 
your new record!” Kinsella smiled, turned his 
amp up and took the picture snapping, ador-
ing crowd on a three-song, knockout encore 
before he glided off stage for a cheerful meet 
and greet.
B+  -William Kyle
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Joan Of Arc usher pairs onto their craft
Tim Kinsella, lead vocalist, performs along with his band mates from Joan Of Arc on Wednesday at The Firebird.             WILLIAM KYLE / THE CURRENT
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LATEST + GREATEST

Enemies of the People
St. Louis International Film Festival: 
Wed 11/17, 9:30 p.m. At the Tivoli. 
This harrowing, riveting documen-
tary, in English and Cambodian 
with subtitles, follows a remark-
able journey back to Cambodia in 

search of leaders of the deadly Khmer Rouge. Young Cambodian Thet 
Sambath takes a personal, non-judgmental approach that encour-
ages people to trust him and open up, encouraging former Khmer 
Rouge members to confess, in the manner of the “truth and reconcili-
ation” catharsis in post-Apartheid South Africa. The confessions al-
low him to move ever higher in the Khmer Rouge chain of command 
until he is facing still-dangerous secret leaders. The documentary won 
a Special Jury Prize at Sundance, the Grand Jury Award at the Full 
Frame Documentary Festival and was on the most striking films of the 
True/False documentary film fest in Columbia, Missouri. 

The Shock Doctrine 
St. Louis International Film Festival: Sat 11/20, 3 p.m. Webster U at 
the Winifred Moore Aud. Based on the bestselling book by Naomi 
Klein, “The Shock Doctrine” is one documentary progressives and 
populists will not want to miss. Author of the watershed “No Logo,” 
Klein is a respected academic and outspoken critic of consumer 
culture and globalization. In this documentary, she describes the 
disturbing trend toward something she calls “disaster capitalism.” 
Co-directed by award-winner Michael Winterbottom, the film was a 
Sundance Film Festival selection. This polished film’s reasoned, ratio-
nal approach makes it more persuasive than many other documenta-
ries but the challenging topic is sure to spark discussion - how gov-
ernments, under the influence of multinational corporations, create 
or manipulate crises to coerce people into changes that favor those 
global corporations. In English.

Summer in Genoa
St. Louis International Film Festi-
val: Fri 11/19, 9:15 p.m. and Sun. 
11/21, 4 p.m. Plaza Frontenac 
Colin Firth stars in this English-
language drama about a man and 
his two daughters coping with the 
sudden death of their mother. To help the girls heal, their father takes 
the family to spend a summer in Genoa, Italy, staying with an old col-
lege friend (Catherine Keener). While Dad teaches a summer course 
at the university, the girls explore the city and cope with their grief 
in different ways. This moving portrait of a grieving family is handled 
with a sensitive and deft touch by British director Michael Winterbot-
tom, who co-wrote the screenplay.

19th annual Saint Louis Film Festival
MOVIES

MUSIC

Chameleon
St. Louis International Film Festival: 
Sat 11/20,  9 p.m. and Sun 11/21, 
6:15 p.m., Plaza Frontenac  “Chame-
leon,” a crime thriller about identity 
and lies, is Hungary’s Oscar official 
submission this year. This breathtak-
ing thriller about a pair of con men 
is gripping and full of twists but it goes beyond simple entertain-
ment. Charming, handsome, chameleon-like Gabor (Ervin Nagy) and 
his childhood friend, Tibi (Zsolt Trill), grew up together in an orphan-
age but now work together preying on lonely women, with Tibi doing 
the support work to setting the stage for Gabor’s seductions. Gabor’s 
usual targets are unattractive older women but this time he plans to 
target a beautiful, wealthy but injured ballerina (Gabriella Hamori) 
who is desperate to access an experimental medical treatment to save 
her career. If Gabor’s plan works, it will be the most lucrative con of 
their careers but things become complicated, forcing him to adapt 
quickly in a who-am-I-now blur. 

“For Colored Girls” is as relevant to-
day as it originally was in the 1970s. The 
film is based on Ntozake Shange’s Tony-
nominated play “For Colored Girls 
Who Have Considered Suicide When 
the Rainbow is Enuf” and tackles many 
tough issues facing African-American 
women, including rape, domestic abuse, 
HIV and abortion. 

The story follows an ensemble cast 
of African-American women including 
Yasmine (Anika Noni Rose), a young, 
carefree dancer, her troubled teenage pu-
pil, Nyla (Tessa Thompson) and her pro-
miscuous older sister, Tangie (Thandie 
Newton). Also in the mix is their fa-
natically religious, emotionally abusive 
mother, Alice (Whoopi Goldberg). 
Then there is mother Crystal (Kimberly 
Elise), who must deal with her alcoholic 
long-time boyfriend (Michael Ealy). 

Other characters include a damaged 
war veteran; her boss, Jo (Janet Jack-
son), a rich, control-freak magazine edi-
tor caught in a distant, marriage; Kelly 
(Kerry Washington), a social worker and 
a smart, sassy, nurse Juanita (Loretta 
Devine), who cannot reconcile with her 
lover (Richard Lawson).

All of these women connect through 
a New York apartment building where 

they either live or know one of the resi-
dents, run by manager Gilda (Phylicia 
Rashad), who serves as their maternal 
figure. In the building, their stories in-
tertwine and their relationships build, 
especially after witnessing Crystal’s boy-
friend Beau commit a crime. 

“For Colored Girls’” strength is its 
visual presentation. It easily transitions 
between the characters’ stories by plac-
ing them near one another (down the 
hall, across the street) and panning over 
to the next character. The strongest ex-
ample of this is the opening, when each 
character reads a section of an opening 
speech as they begin their day. These 
transitions help when the characters 
seem very isolated in their own subplots.

The film also depicts violence against 
women honestly and does not shy away 
from certain topics’ sheer brutality. For 
instance, it effectively uses soundtrack 
dissonance by playing a slow lyrical aria 
over a slow-motion rape scene, empha-
sizing the raw force and pain of the act in 
the disparity between the music and the 
action. This kind of choice is interesting 
in light of Perry’s decision to discuss his 
own history of sexual abuse on “Oprah,” 
which might be why the scene has such 
a strong impact, especially if an audience 
member knows that beforehand.  De-
spite these strengths, the film’s second 
half has one giant flaw: overly preachy 

dialogue. After the rape, a murder and 
an abortion, the characters constantly 
break into poetic speeches about these 
subjects, as well as their relationship sta-
tuses and heterosexuality. While these 
speeches would work well as mono-
logues on a dark, empty stage, they seem 
oddly out of place in a movie that tries 
to depict real-life situations. They are of-
ten heavy-handed and cover these tough 
subjects in ways they are often handled 
in gender studies classes. Still, some of 
these monologues, such as Yasmine’s 
speech about the changing definition of 
rape, do work, and when they do, they 
are extremely powerful. Overall, though, 
they tend to be hit-or-miss. The strong 
cast, led by Rashad, turn out excellent 
performances that manage to lift the 
story above any dialogue issues. Elise, 
Rose and Newton stand out especially 
as women trying to deal with different 
types of abuse. The cast really makes this 
a good film, and for Perry, this is a step 
in the right direction, after years of niche 
comedies and dramedies. 

While not perfect, “For Colored 
Girls” is for anyone who wants to see 
African-American women deal with 
adversity in their daily lives and know 
that hope is out there if they ride out 
the storm. 
    B    -Mary Grace Buckley

Matt & Kim fans once again have 
reason to get up and dance because on 
November 2, the duo released their third 
studio album entitled ‘Sidewalks.’ The 
album is filled with the dance rhythms 
that the pair have become almost infa-
mous for in the indie scene.

‘Sidewalks,’ which made it up to #3 in 
the iTunes chart, has been awaited with 
high anticipation. Matt & Kim have not 
released an album in almost a year and, 
although all of their songs are extremely 
catchy, listeners needed something new 
to get the moving.

And they more than got it. The entire 
album is amazing. Keeping up with their 
cheery style, the pair mixes in some new 
touches throughout the album. The sin-
gle from ‘Sidewalks’ is a perfect example 
of this. “Cameras” is a very typical Matt 
& Kim song, with the same intense en-
ergy and drum beats but with horns and 

an odd melody that makes appearances 
throughout the song. The best way to 
describe “Cameras” would be Matt & 
Kim meet marching band chic. As en-
tirely lame as it may sound, they manage 
to pull it off with extreme rockability.

Aside from the single, the rest of the 
album continues on in the same insanely 
awesome fashion. No song requires the 
skip button and as soon as it is over, lis-
teners will instantly be reaching to have 
it start over again. For instance, “Good 
For Great” will instantly have listeners 
singing along. Matt & Kim take their 
new and improved sound even further 
by adding multiple piano parts, female 
vocals (which have only happened as 
backing vocals in past albums), a string 
orchestra in the background and little 
melodies that will instantly put a smile 
on even the most sour listener’s face.

“AM/FM,” the second track on the 
album is a fun song that combines pos-
sibly one of the best musical inventions 
ever. Any kind of simple chant set to 

extremely catchy melodies will not only 
make listeners feel involved during con-
certs, but give newcomers a chance to 
belong as well. Surely this was not their 
intention while writing the song, but it 
ends up being an awesome move none-
theless. Give this song just one listen and 
the “Ah oos” and “Oo ahs” will be stuck 
in the head for the next week.

But not only have Matt & Kim fi-
nally gotten the recognition that they 
deserve in the music world, they are 
still humble about it. Posted on their 
official website Kim Schifino, drummer 
for the band says, “I didn’t imagine it 
would ever come close to that and I just 
wanted to thank everyone so much for 
supporting us.” She continues on saying 
how reading all of the Twitter and Face-
book responses they have gotten about 
the album is overwhelming.  But if any 
band deserves a response this huge, it is 
definitely Matt & Kim.

A+  -Janaca Scherer

‘For Colored Girls’ strikes a socially affecting chord 

Matt & Kim’s latest worth the listen
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A TRIUMPHANT TRUE STORY
FROM THE DIRECTOR OF

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE

“DANNY BOYLE AND
JAMES FRANCO TAKE US ON
A MEMORABLE
THRILL RIDE.”

“ONE OF THE
YEAR’S BEST.”

“A STORY OF COURAGE
AND SURVIVAL.
JAMES FRANCO GIVES
A HEROIC
PERFORMANCE.”

“OUTLANDISHLY
ENTERTAINING.”

“CELEBRATORY AND
SPELLBINDING FROM
START TO FINISH.
‘127 HOURS’ BRIMS WITH LOVE
OF LIFE IN UNEXPECTED WAYS.”

“TRIUMPHANT
AND ENTHRALLING.
A DOUBLE TOUR-DE-FORCE
FOR JAMES FRANCO AND
DANNY BOYLE.”

“A STUNNER.
JAMES FRANCO IS
SIMPLY TERRIFIC.”

IN ST. LOUIS THEATERS WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24

Passes are available on a first-come, first-served basis. No purchase
necessary. While supplies last. Two admit-one passes per person. This
film is rated R by the MPAA for language and some disturbing violent

content/bloody images.  Must be 17 or older to attend. Prizes cannot be
exchanged, transferred, or redeemed for cash in whole or in part. 

For your chance to win a
complimentary pass for two,

log onto
Gofobo.com/RSVP

and enter code: 
UMSL2VW3

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST
TO A SPECIAL ADVANCE

SCREENING OF

Film:  127 Hours
Paper:  St Louis Current
Run Date:  Monday, November 15
Ad Size:  5.75x5.25
Publicist:  K. Tullock
Artist:  L. Hassinger312•755•0888

alliedim.com

The Touhill 
is a priceless 

connecTion 

To culTure
– Charles Purnell
Touhill TickeT seller, 

evenT assisTanT

AvAilAble At the touhill ticket office 
with a valid uMsl student iD

Quantities are limited.

FOR INFO VISIT
TOUHILL.ORG/STUDENTTIX

an eVeninG WiTh 
Dr. MaYa anGelou

NoveMbeR 18 / $5
Presented by UPB 

MasTers oF The FiDDle
  NoveMbeR 19 / Free

MarTin shorT
NoveMbeR 20 / $10

Sponsored by Emerson
Welcomed by the St. Louis Jewish Light

Jazz holiDaY concerT 
DeceMbeR 5 / Free

mansionhills@umsl.edu ~ (314) 524-3446 
www.umsl.edu/~mansionhills ~ www.facebook.com/umslreslife

Live, Learn, Experience & Grow

Why Live On Campus?

Conveniently Accessible, No Commuting Hassles,  
Shuttle Services, Better Leadership and Network  

Opportunities, Access to Campus Services,  
Lasting Friendships, 24/7 Security and Staff

Mansion Hill & University Park Apartments

Current Fall Specials...  Call our office for more details!
 
No application fee when you mention this November AD!!!

Current Mansion Hill and University Park residents:  
 Refer a friend who signs a one year contract and
 you will get a 1 month of  rent for FREE!

Inclusive* and unfurnished units available NOW...
 

*All inclusive unit rates include water, sewer, trash, electric-
ity allowance, furniture, basic cable television, internet and 

access to all on-site amenities.

**2 bedroom as low as $498 per a person!

Tired of  the commute? Fighting through traffic? Searching for a parking spot? 

Simply your life!  We have two on campus, traditional living options to fit your lifestyle!  
Come take a tour and learn about the many benefits of living on campus!



T
he second annual Vietnam Night, 
sponsored by the Vietnamese Stu-
dent Association (VSA), was held 
at 6 p.m. last Friday. A night filled 

with Vietnamese culture and food was presented 
inside the J.C. Penny auditorium on the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis campus.

When guests first walked in the building, the 
first thing seen was a hearty buffet filled with 
Vietnamese cuisine. The lingering smell teased 
guests ready to eat. Dinner was served after the 
performances.  

Kenson Tang, VSA President and event orga-
nizer, began the night with a short introduction. 
Tang thanked the staff leaders of VSA for mak-
ing the night possible. One of those staff mem-
bers, Leonard Trudo, International Admissions 
Officer of International Student Services and 
event advisor, spoke next. Trudo thanked the 
audience for coming and announced the next 
cultural events to be held at UM-St. Louis.  

Once the speakers left the stage, the audi-
torium lights dimmed and an overhead voice 
spoke about Vietnamese history. Then, the 
men and women of VSA swiftly came onto the 
stage in traditional Vietnamese outfits. A map 
of Vietnam appeared in the background. After 
completing the first performance, “Dong Mau 
Lac Hong,” the men took turns performing solo 
battle moves, while the women did more femi-
nine dances.  

Once the lights came back on, hosts Tony Le 
and Jennifer Lam came out and introduced the 
next portion of the night, which was a video pre-
sentation about Vietnam Tourism.  The video 
informed the audience about various activities, 
historical places and cuisine in Vietnam.  

Following the video, there were several musi-
cal performances.  

“In Vietnam, music is a really big influence in 
the lives of students,” Lam said.

Khang Nguyen, senior, finance, started the 
series of musical performances for the night.  
Nguyen played “Di Hoc,” “Going to School” 
and sang the accompanying lyrics in Vietnam-
ese while a slideshow of kids played in the back-

ground.  
“I chose to perform ‘Di Hoc’ because it is a 

traditional and meaningful song; it is touching 
to many people. ‘Di Hoc’ is a good song to sing 
when representing Vietnam,” Nguyen said.  

The next musical performance was a guitar 
solo by Moon Duong, senior, business.  Du-
ong sat center stage and played “Cay Dan Sinh 
Vien,” which means “Sorry, I Love You,”  

A duet by Michael Heede and Ngoc-Tuyen 
Chau followed. The two sang “Dem Co Don,” 
which translates to “Lonely Night.” The audi-
ence cheered and applauded Heede’s ability to 
sing in Vietnamese, which is a second language 
to him.  

“Well, since Vietnamese is Ngoc-Tuven’s first 
language, we chose a song to fit my needs. It is 
not too fast or too slow. It has a medium pace to 
it, so it is easier for me to sing,” Heede, senior, 
economics, said.  

The last performance was a fashion show. Fe-
male VSA members in traditional Vietnamese 
formal attire walked on stage to the vocals of 
Tuan Le.  

Dinner was finally served after the show and 
Vietnam Night ended with food and mingling.    

CAITLIN E. L. MYLES
Staff writer

Cay dan sinh vien, which 
means "Sorry, I love you."
                  -Moon Duong 
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A glimpse of another world
Vietnam Night

The president Kenson Tang and Jennifer Lau 
talking about the number game at the Vietnam 
Night event on November 5.

PHOTOS BY YUMETO YAMAZAKI / THE CURRENT

Vietnamese students dance during Vietnam Night at the J.C. Penney Conference Center on Friday, November 5.



“Beauties” was barely printing off when 
Mary Troy, associate professor and director 
of the MFA program, received word that 
it had won the title of “Best Book in 
Literary Fiction.” “Beauties” is a novel 
of two cousins with opposite looks and 
attitudes running a café in south St. Louis. 
 
The Current: What inspired this book?

Mary Troy: It’s based on a short story I 
wrote quite a few years ago called “The Alibi 
Café.”  And these two women, Bev and Shelly, 
were in it. I knew someone once years ago who 
claimed to have some of the same deformities 
as Bev does and I always wanted to write about 
that. When you’re writing, your characters 
kind of talk to you. You don’t necessarily 
create them, you’re not always aware of it. 
In that short story, Shelly said, “Well, I’m 
just naturally beautiful.” When I re-read it, I 
thought I wanted to expand that into a novel.  
 
TC: Have you written other books?

MT: I have three collections of short stories; 
“Joe Baker is dead,” “The Alibi Café” and 
“Cookie Lily.” All those stories were set in 
Hawaii because I used to live in Hawaii.

TC: What was your reaction to 
finding out you had won an award?  

MT: I was stunned! The book isn’t even out 
yet! I don’t even have a copy. The publisher 
sent my book out for the award and it was for 
all books. To be called the best book of literary 
fiction was astounding to me. I kept thinking 
it was a mistake. So I kept looking at the 
web page and thinking every time I looked, 
it would change because I didn’t believe it at 

first. It was very nice.

TC:  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  write “Beauties”?

MT: Many years. I probably finished the 
first draft in 2002, but then I published 
two collections of short stories in between. 
Still, I was always working on this so then 
I did at least two, maybe three drafts. You 
keep going through it and adding scenes 
and taking out characters, you’re just trying 
to make it better. The thing that always 
worried me about the book is that it is told 
in first person. Shelly tells a chapter, then 
Bev tells a chapter. I didn’t want that to be 
confusing to the reader but they both had to 
tell because they both don’t know everything. 
 
TC: What advice would you have for 
those interested in writing a book? 

MT: First of all, read a lot and then just do 
it. Realize that good writing is very difficult. 
If it’s easy to write it, it’s going to be hard to 
read it. Things that seem so easy and simple 
took forever to get just right. Sometimes, you 
have to do a little research. If you want to do 
a novel, go ahead. But understand it will be 
three, four, 10 years of your life.

TC: What is your favorite part about teaching?

MT: Students. When you are a fiction 
writer, your subject is people. That’s what you 
are most interested in; people, personalities 
and what makes people what they are. I teach 
creative writing to mostly graduate students. 
Sometimes, I teach the undergrads too and 
you get to know people really well by what 
they write about, by what they’re interested 
in. I just like getting to know people and like 
seeing people improve.
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Mary Troy wins Best Book award

Mary Troy, associate professor, in front of the Coffee Shop on the second floor of the MSC.
JENNIFER MEAHAN / THE CURRENT



If students have an interest in Cinderella 
or are fans of Japanese drama, last Wednes-
day satisfied both needs as Dr. Laura Miller, 
professor of anthropology, presented to Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis students. Miller 
was the informant on how much “Cinderella 
syndrome” has an effect on current Japanese 
culture. 

“[The] Cinderella story has been very 
popular from the very beginning. However, 
over time, the meaning of Cinderella has been 
broadened in Japan. Now it includes different 
themes,” Miller said. 

Cinderella, which is the animation charac-
ter created by Walt Disney in 1950, has been 
adored by the Japanese since the film was in-
troduced to Japan.

“It is very interesting, because Cinderella is 
so appealing not only to girls, but also to men 
and boys as well,” Miller said. 

In Japan, Cinderella means more than just a 
charming princess. The Cinderella tale reflects 
the rewarding success story after hard work. 
Miller explained how Cinderella represents 
transformation and the internal and external 
change of the self. According to Miller, many 
see the story as meaning that anyone who has 
a difficult life can overcome it through hard 
work and good soul.

Self-help ideology is also pervasive in 

American culture. As the old saying goes, 
“No pain, no gain.” However, the difference 
between Cinderella syndrome in Japan and 
America involves the famous Prince Charm-
ing. In the American story, romance is more 
involved. Cinderella is required to marry a 
prince to be a princess. In Japan, Cinderella’s 
hard work and her trials in life are more of a 
focus.

The significant role of mass media cannot 
be overlooked in terms of spreading Cinder-
ella syndrome throughout the country. Many 
Japanese companies have commercialized 
Cinderella’s character in a variety of ways, cap-
turing Japanese consumers’ attention.

“Surely, mass media played a major role in 
adopting Cinderella culture and spreading it 
out. However, if the consumers did not like 
the message, it doesn’t matter what the media 
does. So, it seems like media picked up the 
sentiment the consumers like,” Miller said.

After a 20-minute introduction about the 
significant influence of Cinderella syndrome 
on Japanese culture, the film, “I Want to be 
Cinderella,” was played. 

“I think the Cinderella syndrome the film 
demonstrates still exists in our culture, [say-
ing] you can reach your goal after the hard 
work. But, I think that value is getting weaker 
and weaker, especially in young generations,” 
Kana Morishita, Japanese visiting professor, 
said.  

 More than 40 students came to the event, 

showing a strong interest in Japanese drama.
“I think the film was a good mix of comedy 

and drama. I think it is cool they make a lot 
of Cinderella stories out of a single character. 
It seems like it has versatile meanings,” Kevin 
Grigoryan, computer science, senior, said.

The next Japan Drama night will be held 

next semester. In addition, anyone interested 
in further learning about Japanese culture is 
encouraged to take classes.

“Anyone interested in Japanese culture 
[is] welcome to take wonderful Japan-related 
courses the school offers. I’ll be teaching,” 
Miller said.
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Cinderella syndrome in Japan

MINHO JUNG
Staff writer

PHOTOS BY YUMETO YAMAZAKI / THE CURRENTGuests are watching "I Want to be a Cinderella" on Wednesday for Japan Drama Night.

Laura Miller, a professor of Anthropology, talks about  Cinderella from Japanese views on 
Wednesday.
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OUR OPINION

“Oh my god, you’re such 
a slut!” “Oh, you silly little 
ho!” “You’re my favorite 
skank!”

Who has gone out and 
not heard some random fe-
males talking to each other 
in this fashion? It is heard 
quite often, as it turns out, 
there are some interesting 
patterns regarding it. Once 
again, the time has come to 
tear down something from 
popular culture. Today’s tar-
get: misuse and mislabeling 
of women using these terms.

Friday night has arrived. 
The group is all ready to go 
have a night on the town, 
and Tiffany decides that Ra-
chel looks attractive. Rather 
than express this in a logical 
fashion, Tiffany proceeds 
to say something along the 
lines of “Oh, you slut! You’re 
gonna get laid tonight!” 

Say John has the same 
opinion. Perhaps John is 
confused by all this talk, and 
thinks that maybe the word 
“slut” is suddenly an accept-
able form of compliment 
for Rachel’s attractive garb. 
However, should John say 
something along the lines of 
“Yeah, you look so slutty to-
night! It really suits you,” he 
is likely to get slapped in the 
face, or, potentially, a knee 
in the family jewels. 

So, why the double stan-
dard? Women have fought 
for generations to save 
themselves from the double 
standards men force upon 
them and yet one of the 
most enduring of those is 
now an endearment? What 

is wrong with women in this 
picture?

Take Rachel, Tiffany and 
John again. Assuming John 
is capable of walking after 
the earlier encounter and 
that the “ladies” did not la-
bel him a woman-hater for 
his confused comment, they 
make their way to the near-
est club. Tiffany and Rachel 
are having an incredible 
time grinding against mul-
tiple men throughout the 
night and a couple of suspi-
cious walks with strangers 
have not helped this picture. 

Upon returning to the 
dance floor for the fifth time 
in less than an hour, whether 
guilty or not, Rachel is once 
again referred to, affection-
ately, as a slut by Tiffany. 
However, should any male 
in the room use the same 
term, it will be returned in 
kind by yet another kick to 
the family jewels. 

The really horrible thing 
about this is when girls ac-
tually do behave in a slutty 
fashion but become offend-
ed by males telling them 
such. But, they take it as the 
highest form of compliment 
from their female peers. 
While this is certainly a rare 
occurrence, it does happen. 
That is another conversa-
tion, though. 

Ok, now the rant is done 
and the serious solution 
segment can begin. Ladies: 
stop calling each other sluts, 
whores, skanks, etc. Hon-
estly, it is no better than any 
other group owning a de-
rogatory term. Men calling 

each other “playas,” African-
Americans owning the de-
rogatory form of “nigger”: it 
is all idiotic. 

Quite frankly, there is no 
difference in if you are a guy 
or a girl: a slut is a slut and a 
whore is a whore. Men who 
behave in this fashion really 
ought to be tagged exactly as 
women are. Unfortunately, 
this is a chauvinist society 
and men still consider them-
selves gods compared to 
women. This is something 
that needs to be fixed. One 
step? For women to stop de-
grading themselves.

Have some respect for 
yourselves. The term is 
not any better because you 
owned it than when the ran-
dom guys in the club call 
you a slut. It is just as de-
rogatory and no decent guy 
is going to find it attractive. 
Do your part, women: help 
show men that the terms 
“slut” and “whore” are not 
okay, by not using them 
yourselves. 

Matthew B. Poposky is a 
staff writer for The Current.

POP CULTURE WITH POPOSKY

Sluts and hos need to stop 
owning derogatory terms

Matthew B. Poposky

What do you think?
Let us know at 

www.thecurrent-online.com

More often than we 
should, The Current receives 
complaints from University 
of Missouri-St. Louis stu-
dents, faculty, staff and ad-
ministration about certain 
stories that we publish. Any 
time we publish actual news 
stories about the crime or 
safety on campus, there is al-
ways a negative backlash. 

Perhaps some people are 
confused about what it is 
that a newspaper actually 
does. We are not here to give 
student organizations free 
publicity. We are not here to 
ignore the crime that hap-
pens on our campus. We are 
not here to write fluff pieces 
about how great the universi-
ty is. We are a newspaper and 
we report the news—good or 
bad. It would be irresponsible 
of us to ignore any crime that 
happens on our campus for 
the sake of the university’s 
reputation. It is quite sicken-
ing that many people expect 
us to. 

It is really a shame how 
much the people of UM-St. 
Louis try to censor The Cur-
rent through nasty emails, 

destruction of our news 
racks and angry letters to the 
editor. Even getting a decent 
student activity allocation 
from our fellow peers on the 
student activity budget com-
mittee (SABC) is unheard of. 
And the budget that we are 
asked to work with each year? 
Laughable. 

If a Greek organization 
raised $1 million for breast 
cancer research, that is news-
worthy and we will cover it. 
If a dead body was discov-
ered in the same organiza-
tion’s fraternity house, we 
will cover that as well. There 
is an old saying that says 
something along the lines of 
“Don’t shoot the messenger.” 
Be mad at the situation and 
those who have caused it. Do 
not be mad at the news pub-
lication that informed every-
one about it. Administration 
and campus police should 
take the heat for abduc-
tions, car-jackings and rapes 
on campus, not the student 
newspaper. Think about it: 
who is more likely to put pre-
vention methods in place so 
that violent crimes are least 

likely to happen? A bunch of 
students writing news articles 
or the people who are paid to 
keep us safe? 

Instead of sitting behind 
a computer and writing The 
Current angry letters, do 
something constructive. Join 
the campus safety commit-
tee, participate in the cam-
pus Safe Walk, suggest crime 
prevention methods to ad-
ministration and spread the 
word. If more people stand 
up against the crime on cam-
pus administration will have 
no choice but to listen. When 
enrollment starts going down 
and their pockets are affected, 
maybe something will finally 
change.  

In the meantime, do not 
waste that anger on The Cur-
rent. We will report what we 
want and when we want. 
We have been around for 44 
years. We have broken na-
tional news stories. We have 
a dozen of successful alumni. 
We have hundreds of state 
and national awards. Obvi-
ously we are doing something 
right. We are a newspaper 
and we report the news. 

We are a newspaper; 
we are not here to 
please the masses

www.thecurrent-online.com



Why would government 
agencies charged with sci-
entific tasks not use current 
science, especially if doing so 
meant saving money and do-
ing the job more effectively?

That question may have 
come to mind for those with 
a science background watch-
ing news reports on the mas-
sive tainted egg recall and 
then the often puzzlingly 
slow response to limit envi-
ronmental damage from the 
huge BP oil spill.

Even before those events, 
there was another case of gov-
ernment science gone wrong: 
the flooding of New Orleans 
after Hurricane Katrina.

But Katrina was a natural 
disaster, right? Not if you ask 
the engineers.

That fact is spelled out 
clearly in a scientifically-based 
documentary, “The Big Un-
easy” which is being shown 
at the St. Louis International 
Film Festival. This informa-
tive, surprisingly entertain-
ing documentary shows how 
New Orleans was ripe for this 
disaster and how the stage is 
being set for a repeat.

“The Big Uneasy” focuses 
on a scientific assessment of 
what happened during Hur-
ricane Katrina, revealing what 
much now is presented as fact 
about the flooding is inaccu-
rate. The documentary puts 
on camera respected civil en-
gineers, hydrologists and oth-
er scientists who were part of 
the post-Katrina assessment 
team, who worked with U. 
S. Army Corps of Engineers 
on the levees and pumps be-
fore and after Katrina or are 
otherwise intimately familiar 
with technical details of wa-

terways and the environment 
of New Orleans. 

Facts make clear that 
Katrina, which was only a 
Category 1 at landfall, actu-
ally made further east on the 
coast, was not the major fac-
tor in the disaster - it was the 
failure of the levees built by 
the Corps of Engineers. 

According to these experts, 
the Corps sometimes used 
engineering standards from 
the 1950s and storm surge 
assumptions based assess-
ments of hurricane strength 
that were decades out of date. 
Further, the Corps’ has a long 
history of failure to heed 
information on the role of 
wetlands in mitigating storm 
surge and other facts critical 
to building levees and canals 
that are both cost-effective 
and appropriate for the job. 

More alarming, the film 
makes clear that how the le-
vees are being rebuilt may 
lead to a repeat disaster.  One 
Corps engineer overseeing 
the testing of pumps on a 
new levee recounts repeated 
failures and tests re-run under 
lower and lower standards in 
an attempt to find a level at 
which they would pass. Inde-
pendent engineers describe a 
levee-pump system designed 
with modern engineering 
methods rejected in favor of a 
more expensive, less effective 
Corps design using out-dated 
engineering. There seems to 
be a tendency towards going 
through the motions rather 
than getting the job done or 
saving money. 

This disturbing trend of 
using out-dated science and 
non-responsiveness to input 
from scientists is not limited 

to the Corps of Engineers. 
Serious questions have been 
raised about other science 
agencies as well.

Part of the problem may 
lie in how the Corps and 
other government science 
agencies have changed in re-
cent years. In the case of the 
Corps, what was once an or-
ganization of engineers has 
largely become an agency of 
project managers, many with 
little engineering expertise. 
The real engineering is of-
ten contracted out to private 
companies. While the Corps 
is still effective at its original 
mission serving the Army, its 
secondary mission of man-
aging our waterways has be-
come problematic.

Why should this country 
have government agencies us-
ing inefficient, out of date sci-
ence and more-costly meth-
ods not up to standards? If we 
are going to build levees, have 
oversight on food safety and 
respond to environmental di-
sasters, why not use modern 
science? 

Cate Marquis is Associate 
A&E Editor and a columnist 
for The Current.

SCIENCE MATTERS

Engineering disaster in New 
Orleans, post-Katrina

Cate Marquis
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November is the home 
month of possibly some of 
the most looked forward 
to month long processes. 
Of course, this is not No 
Shave November (be on 
the lookout for extra hairy 
male classmates during the 
upcoming weeks), but the 
lesser known NaNoWriMo.

NaNoWriMo stands 
for National Novel Writ-
ing Month. Writers across 
the country, and the world, 
will be typing away at their 
computers and writing their 
hands to the bone in hopes 
of reaching the end goal on 
November 30. 

While most people will 
not know what NaNoW-
riMo is, it is something that 
anyone with a willingness to 
write can participate in.

The guidelines for par-
ticipating in NaNoWriMo 
are simple. Merely register 
online at nanowrimo.org, 
start the novel from absolute 
scratch, write 50,000 words 
(or 175 pages worth of writ-
ing) and complete the novel 
by midnight of November 
30. 

The reasons that 
NaNoWriMo gives on its 
web site have to do with 
anything from preserving a 
writing style, making fun of 
past novelists and being able 
to drop obscure references 
from one’s novel while out 
and about. The main idea is 
to be able to write without 
obsessing over every detail. 
They are not focusing on 
quality in this writing com-

petition, just fun.
Other than the few rules 

set out, all one has to do is 
the writing. After register-
ing online and setting up a 
profile on the NaNoWriMo 
web site, the only responsi-
bilities that are really given 
after that are to update the 
word count on a semi-regu-
lar basis. A set schedule for 
writing is not given. It is free 
writing at its finest. If one 
wants to write down every 
single word in red crayon he 
or she could, as long as the 
word count is considered.

Every novel that reaches 
the 50,000 word count be-
fore November 30 at mid-
night will be placed in the 
Winner’s Page and will re-
ceive a certificate and web 
badge. Not to mention the 
bragging rights. How many 
people can actually say that 
they have written a novel?

Do not finish in time? 
No worries. The main thing 
the folks at NaNoWriMo 
want is its writers to have 
fun! Besides, there is always 
next year to try and reach 
the 50,000 mark, like over 
30,000 people did last year.

All in all, NaNoWriMo 
is a way to write and have 
fun while doing it. Quality, 
comprehension and plan-
ning aside, the only thing 
that really matters in the end 
is the length. 

On the Web site, 
NaNoWriMo sponsors even 
say that they prefer “valuing 
enthusiasm and perseverance 
over painstaking craft…” 

Anyone with a slight passion 
to write should be able to 
crank out a story if it does 
not have to make sense.

Novels are not exactly ev-
eryones thing, but hey, that 
is OK too. Just wait until 
April when writers can par-
ticipate in Script Frenzy. The 
same basic idea of NaNoW-
riMo applies to Script Fren-
zy. 

Start on April 1, end on 
April 30 and write at least 
100 pages of a script. It can 
be script for TV programs, 
a play, even comic scripts 
are allowed during Script 
Frenzy.

Writers across the globe 
can pull out their favorite 
word program and sit down 
with mass amounts of cof-
fee. Classmates could be 
typing away at their 50,000 
word count goal while sit-
ting in class. It is possible 
that they could be the next 
big American novelist. All 
thanks to NaNoWriMo.

Janaca Scherer is a staff 
writer for The Current.

STAFF VIEWPOINT

50,000 words in 30 days

We agree with Janaca. 

Do you?
 www.thecurrent-online.comDoes science matter?

Let us know at thecurrent-online.com.

Janaca Scherer



 

Have something on your mind this week?
www.thecurrent-online.com
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Birth control is a preventative 
health method and should be free

Since President Obama’s 
health care plans have kicked 
in, there have been a lot of 
changes. Almost all of the 
changes came with some con-
troversy and a tucked away 
proposal in the health care 
reform is causing more. 

This month, a panel of ex-
perts is meeting to determine 
what preventative methods 
for women should be covered 
under the health care reform.

The debate is so highly 
controversial because under 
dispute is whether or not 
birth control should be free 
to women.

On average, birth control 
costs anywhere from $5 to 
$50 as an insurance co-pay. 
For those who do not have in-
surance, the costs skyrocket. 
Even with insurance, money 
makes a huge difference. 

Five dollars is a couple of 
metro tickets to get to and 
from a job someone needs 
to keep the roof over their 
heads. Five dollars can buy 
a box full of ramen to feed a 
family in poverty (or a college 
student…). Imagine the dif-
ference $50 a month could 
make to some people.

The biggest problem peo-
ple are arguing is that preg-
nancy is a generally healthy 
occurrence women experi-
ence. Under the stipulations 
in discussion, it should not be 
something worth preventing.  

To argue that, there are 
a number of other uses for 
birth control besides prevent-
ing pregnancy. 

Without getting too 
graphic, birth control is used 

to regulate periods. Some 
women experience more or 
less menstrual bleeding than 
the average woman, which is 
both inconvenient and some-
times medically dangerous. 
Birth control can also be used 
to eliminate painful medical 
problems, such as endome-
triosis. 

Endometriosis is when 
the uterus lining becomes at-
tached to pelvic organs and 
causes overwhelming pain 
every cycle. Birth control re-
duces the amount of tissue in 
the uterus, thereby relieving 
pain.

 In addition, birth control 
pills can be used to prevent 
things like ovarian cancer, 
premenstrual symptoms and 
cysts.  Also, some women’s 
bodies cannot have children 
for medical reasons to where 
women could die from child-
birth or just by carrying a 
child. 

Would it be fair to just as-
sume or ask that they should 
stop their sex lives? And, of 
course, there is always the 
non-serious but helpful fact 
that birth control also mini-
mizes acne.

Putting all that aside, there 
are also a number of reasons 
why birth control should be 
free anyway. In other coun-
tries where birth control is 
free, there is a lower rate of 
teen pregnancy and abor-
tions.

 As of January 2010, al-
most half of teens falling 
in range of 15 years and 19 
years-old have had sex at least 
once. In addition, ten percent 

of United States births are to 
teenagers. 

According to guttmacher.
org’s fact sheet, teenage preg-
nancy has actually declined 
due to steady contraceptive 
use.  If more teens and fami-
lies were able to afford birth 
control, fewer teen pregnan-
cies would occur.

Free birth control would 
also most likely mean that 
there would be a decline in 
foster care needs and chil-
dren’s homes as well, because 
children of unexpected preg-
nancies tend to go there as a 
result of the unplanned preg-
nancy.

For those who say free 
birth control would be too 
much of a cost to the gov-
ernment, just imagine all the 
money we would save by pre-
venting overpopulation, ad-
ditional children in the foster 
care or adoption systems and 
other medical expenses.

 
Jen O’Hara is Features Editor 
for The Current.

STAFF VIEWPOINT Letter to the Editor
So what did we learn Tuesday with our gun threat in Lucas?

Students aren’t too worried about the possibility of a guy wielding a gun on campus. Aside 
from the girl in heels running for her car crying, or the two guys running around Lucas yelling 
about “a suspicious person in lot K.”  I saw more students head towards Lucas Hall than away 
from it.  Most of us sat outside waiting for something dramatic to happen while we called 
or texted the people we knew.  We were like the people of New Orleans when the threat of 
Katrina was announced.

Our mass alert system can’t send messages in the right order to everyone or even some 
people at all. I heard numerous students say that they received the all clear message first and 
others say they received both texts before the email and others still that didn’t get any notifica-
tion, text or email. Maybe the past experiences at Columbine High School and Virginia Tech 
and the plethora of other schools around the country aren’t enough to make us think for a 
second that it might happen to us, even after it’s been announced that it has, in fact, happened 
to us. Maybe there are enough people on campus who were already “holding” as one student 
so eloquently shared with those of us in hearing distance.

Better yet, and I think this MUST be the case, Chancellor George doesn’t care about col-
lege students.

-Justin Antonacci

WHAT DO 
YOU THINK?

Let us know at
www.thecurrent-online.com

Jen O’Hara
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Comics

They teach that? by Sam Kayser

Simply Beagle by Karlee Sellars

Question Marks by Stephen Peterson
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CURRENT HOROSCOPES

This week is going to be 
extremley diffucult for 
you to manage. Try to lay 
off any hardcore drug 
until at least Thursday.

Taurus, you normally 
stay home and cry in a 
large puddle of your own 
excrement. Make tonight 
different and hangout 
downtown wearing that 
new dress that doesn’t fit 
you. You are pathetic.  

Your twin has been follow-
ing you around all over. You 
should just take a minute 
to lay down some traps, like 
oil puddles or something. 
Think about it. For reals.

Ever think you might be 
crazy. I bet you do. And 
hey, because you stopped 
covering yourself with 
foil the voices will be 
back soon enough.

You have your lion’s share 
of problems this week. The 
rainy season is late and the 
cubs haven’t eaten in weeks. 
Plus that guy with the gun 
doesn’t look friendly.

You’re feeling great about 
your position in life, college 
is awesome and your love 
life has never been better.  
Don’t forget to take your 
VD meds and it’s smooth 
sailing from here.

You’re a stubborn person 
that doesn’t listen. You 
would rather punch nails 
that say your sorry. When 
you get older you are going 
to think twice about this.

The is so much water, you 
don’t know what to do with 
it all. You need to make a 
water park, because your 
boring and poor. Poor 
people aren’t cool and you 
want to be cool right?

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 23 - Jan. 20)

You are sick and tired of 
the idiot in class with dreds 
that of keeps talking about 
the f**king global heating. 
he’s wrong and you know it 
because of Fox news. Word.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 22)

You just keep shaving and 
all that happens is more 
hair. No one will ever 
understand the pain of 
being a hairy monkey. Stay 
in and chill out with a few 
bananas tonight.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)

TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 21)

You are a complete tease. 
You can’t make up your 
mind because, well, you are 
just dumb. Stop wasting 
everyone’s time and hook 
up with someone. Remem-
ber, you only live once.

VIRGO
(Aug. 22 - Sept. 23)

Books are your best friend, 
and Oprah’s is a close 
second. Too bad this week 
you are going to be brain-
washed, love glee and then 
make-out with a guy who 
has really bad teeth. Lame.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - March 20)

Puzzles & Classifieds
CURRENT CROSSWORD ECOSYSTEMS

Classifieds
SERVICES

Traffic, DWI/DUI, Criminal Defense, Personal Injury, Estate Planning, Business Law. 
 
Call (314) 283-8930 or e-mail henry@elsterlaw.com. Free consultations. 

EMPLOYMENT
 
Earn $1000-$3200 a month to drive our cars with ads. www.AdCarDriver.com

HOUSING

2 Bedroom Home for rent includes living room, dining room, kitchen, basement, enclosed back porch, fireplace, and central 
air & heat.  Bi-State bus at corner and .3 mile from UMSL transportation.  $750.00 monthly plus $26.00 for monthly security 
monitoring.  Call Ms. Bond @ 314-550-6298 or Email msbondrental@earthlink.net.

Use your mouse better.

www.thecurrent-online.com
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 angelou

The University Program Board Presents:

an evening with
dr. maya

November 18, 2010 a 7pm
Touhill Performing Arts Center

UMSL Student Tickets $5
(Limit 2 with valid student id)

General Admission $20 

Questions? Please contact the University Program Board 314-516-5531 upb@umsl.edu



20 | The Current |  Nov.  15, 2010                                                        | www.thecurrent-online.com |                                                                              | what’s current

What’s Current
Your weekly calendar of campus events. “What’s Current” is a free service 
for student organizations.  Submissions must be turned in by 5 p.m. the Thursday 
before publication; first-come, first-served.  Listings may be edited for length and 
style.  E-mail event listings to thecurrentads@umsl.edu, with the subject “What’s 
Current.”  No phone submissions.  

Campus Town Hall Meeting

From 1 - 3 p.m., President Forsee will have a campus town hall meeting to give an 
update of university activities, challenges and opportunities and welcome questions 
from the audience in the Summit Lounge at the JC Penney building.  For more info, 
contact Candi Agnew at 314-516-5254

Grammar Workshop

From 12:30 -1 p.m., grammar workshop in which students can learn to use nouns 
correctly, will be held in Clark 308.  Also covered: when to use ‘a,’ ‘the,’ or neither. For 
more information, contact Nancy Mayer at 516-5182.

Strasbourg Program Information Session

At 3 p.m., an informational seminar about the July 2011 faculty-led Strasbourg French 
Summer Language Program will be held in 305 Clark Hall.  For more information, con-
tact Sandra Trapani at trapani@umsl.edu

Tuesday, Nov. 16

Monday, Nov. 15

Wednesday, Nov. 17

BODIES...The Exhibition is a must-see during its limited engagement in St. Louis. This striking 
Exhibition showcases real human bodies, dissected and preserved through a revolutionary process 

allowing visitors to see themselves in a fascinating way like never before. 

PREMIER
EXHIBITIONSBODIESSTLOUIS.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

The St. Louis Galleria requires that those 16 and under be accompanied by a parent or supervising adult age 21 or older after 3pm on Fridays and Saturdays.

PREMIER CANNOT INDEPENDENTLY VERIFY THE PROVENANCE OF THE HUMAN REMAINS IN THIS EXHIBIT.

BODIES...The Exhibition makes for a 
great date night!  Present your Student 

ID any Wednesday or Thursday night 
and receive one FREE ticket for every 

ticket you purchase.  
No double discounts. Price is based on  

student pricing at $18 per ticket.

SAINT LOUIS GALLERIA
at the North Entrance

NOW OPEN

SGA Athletics Committee Meeting

From 2 - 3 p.m. students are invited to come prepared with ideas to promote UMSL 
athletics in 316 MSC.  For more info, contact Jericah Selby at 314-479-2547.

Thursday, Nov. 18

At the Wayside Community Garden on Saturday, students and teachers gathered to help and donate to the needy. NITESH JAIN / THE CURRENT
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