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bMNIMAX film 
charts flight of 
the butterfly 

What if, in order to meet our 
mates, eat, sleep, live or sur­
vive, we had to travel between, 
500 and 5000 miles? 

"Amazing Journeys," cur­
rently featured at the OMNI­
MAX, tells about the migrations 
of many creatures that have 
often been overlooked by most 
humans. 

... See page 3 

elflnputer thefts 
mystify officials 

BY NICOLE M ANOUGIAN 

. -" '-" ~p~~;d107f;;;'c"i;nirlt""" "" 

Police are trying to discover 
who stole one computer and tam­
pered with two others in the Chat 
Room cif the Millennium Student 
Center between Dec. 26 and Jan. 
2. 

According to Bernard Diggs, 
operating manager of the Student 
Center, there wasn't supposed to 
be anyone in the building. Before 
the staff left, he said, the doors 
were safely secured. There was­
n 't a forceful entry. 

"It is a total mystery on how 
they got into the building, 
because there isn't a trace of evi­
dence," Diggs said. 

The police report said that a 
monitor, keyboard, and mouse 
were stolen. The equipment was 
valued at $2,500. Captain James 
Smalley of the UMSLpolice said 
that the thief had to cut through 
security cables to loosen the 
computer. The cables are looped 
through a hole in the ground, 
securing the computer much like 
a bicycle chain. 

UMSL will be forced to add a 
thicker cable to each computer 
and the University is seriously 
looking into adding hidden cam­
eras to the room to prevent 
another 'computer from being 
stolen, Diggs said. 

"It's sad. You want to think 
you can trust some peopte, but 
sometimes you cqn't," Diggs said . . 

CommencenJent to 
be telecast on IV 

On Friday, Jan. 26, the Higher 
Education Channel (HEC-TV) will 
telecast the winter commence­
ment held Jan. 14 in the Mark 
fwain Building. HEC·TV is avail­
able to cable television sub­
scribers in St. Louis and St. Louis 
County . . 
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n~ and information 

This 'Dance' 
trips all over .: 
its audience 

.' 
The movie, resonating 

with the typical problems 
of high-school students, 
takes a turn toward "teen' 
flick" as the main charac~ 
ters face social issues . 

..... See Page 6 
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hartered territory 
Charter school 
takes UMSL 
to court over 
·contract dispute 

BY RHASHAD PITTMAN 

How are charter 
schools different 
from traditional 
schools? 

BY RHASHAD PITTMAN 

stajJ writer stajJwriter 

The African-American Rite of 
Passage, Inc., fIled a lawsuit against 
UMSL on Jan, 17, months after the 
University revoked their second charter 
application. . 

The lawsuit argues that the original 
contract between UMSL and TAARP 
in June 1999 is still valid, even though 
the charter school changed manage­
ment companies. 

After originally receiving its charter 
in 1999, TAARP submitted another 
application in January of last year, after 
hiring Charter Consultants to replace 
Beacon Educalion Inc. Beacon current­
ly manages both of the other UMSL­
sponsored charter schools, the St. 
Louis Charter School and Th\ll'good 
Marshall Academy. 

Chancellor 'Blanche Touhill sent a 
letter in September stating that the 
change in management was a "serious 
breach" of their agreement. 

TAARPorganizer Lamar Beyah 
immediately appealed to tue UM 
System President Manuel Pacheco, 
who upheld Touhill's decision. 

"1 kind of expected thal" Beyah 
said of Pacheco's decision to uphold 
the revocation. "It only confirms that 
1Th1SL is going to have 10 make some 
Ilew deC' ions on charter law in the 
future ." 

Bob Samples, director of University 
Communications, says the lawsuit 
\va~n' t a surprise either. 

'They made it very well known to 
us and others that this \vhole affair 
would likely end up in litigation," he 
said. "We think we've acted properly 
and in the best interest of the commu­
nity, and we intend to show that in 
court." 

Darren Brunei The CII11?TlI 

Missouri state law defines a charter 
school as "an independent, publicly 
sUPPDlted schooL" 

Charter schools m-e 'sponsor~ by 
either a school board, public 4-year 
college or university, or community 
college. 

State law encourages sponsors to 
grant charters to schools that are geared 
towards "high-risk students and to th~ 
re-entry of dropouts into the school 
system." 

Chm1er schools, for the most part, 
are exempt from the laws and rules thal 
apply to other public schools. Their 
educational standards and rules are out­
lined in their application, which have to 
be approved by their sponsor. 

After a charter is approved by a 
sponsor, the state bom'd of education 
has forty-five days to reject the charter 
approval. 

A sponsor can revoke a charter at 
any time, "if the charter school COIll­

nuts a serious breach of one or more 
provisions of il~ chmter or on any of the 
following grounds: failure to meet aca­
demic perlonnance standards as set 
forth in its chMer, failure to meet gel)'" 
erally accepted ,tandards of fiscal man- . 
agement, or violation of law," Missouri 
law states. 

As long as they have not reached 
capacity, charter schools are basically 
requi.red to enroll ali students who live 
in the school's district that submit an 
application in on time, 

Beyah expects a positive response 
from the COITlllllullty over the lawsuit 

see LAWSUIT, page 10 

This first grade class is learning the basics of instruction at the St. Louis Charter School, located at 
5279 Filer Ave. 

The Center for Education Reform 
says that chal1er schools are lUn by 
"educators, parents, community lead­
ers, educational entrepreneurs" under 
sponsors that "monitor their quality 
and integrity, but allow them to operate 
freed from the traditional bureaucratic 
al1d regulatory red tape that hog-ties 

sec DIFFERENT, page 10 

Concrete tes t s won't cause 
further delays, officials say 

BY .JOSH RENAUD 

senior editor 

Concern over the quality of con­
crete slabs used in the new East Drive 
park:il1g garage will not delay its 
opening, University officials said on 
Friday. 

The University had requested that 
Tarlton Corp., the contractor for the 
garage project, use concrete with a 
high concentration of micro-silicates 
said Reinhard Schuster, vice chancel­
lor for Administnttive Services. This 
concrete mix is more dense than reg­
ular concrete, and is thus better able 
to protect the steel reinforcement bars 
inside of it from chlorides that might 
seep into it. 

Some of the concrete slabs in the 
East Dnve Parking Garage failed a 
recent chloride test, sparking some 
concern, Schuster said. The contrac­
tor assured the University that the test 
results would improve over time as 
the concrete cured. 

"We're going to give [Tarlton] 
time to run all their tests and do what­
ever they have to do," Schuster. said. 
"If it still doesn't pass, 'then we're 
going to be talk about adding some 
sort of epoxy coating over it. We ' ll 
get it there one way or another." 

The garage is scheduled to open 
Feb. 23 , said Tom Royster, senior 
construction project manager. The 
tests will take 90 days, which was 
cause for concern, he said, but that 
won't stop the opening of the garage. 

If there is a need for additional 
parking, then the garage will be 
opened while the University awaits 
the test results, said Sam Darandari, 

Mutsumi Igarashil 7'b!' CUrr('lU 

Construction continues on the East Drive Parking Garage. The 
garage will have some unique features like an exposed elevator 
that will allow passengers to look out as they ride it. 

director of Campus Planning and 
Construction. 

"We're going to open the gm-age. 
and if the tests come up negative. 
then we' ll [stal11 the sealing of the 
garage decks at that point," Royster 
said . If they have to "put the sealant 
dO\\Ol1, they're going to power-spray 
those decks, prior to the sealing. The 
oil and the salts that the cars bring in 
won't be a factor." 

Royster said the garage had other 
safegum'ds to protect the steel inside 
the concrete. The reinforcement bar 
is two inches below the surface of the 
concrete, he said, and the rebar itself 
is coated . . 

Originally the gal'age was slated 

. to open in December. Royster said 
the project had been delayed because 
the contractor didn ' t order certain 
materials in time. The contractor will 
absorb 'any extra costs caused by the 
delay, he said. 

When the East Drive Parking 
Garage opens, it will be very similar 
to its sister garage on West Dlive, 
Royster said. The East Drive gal'age, 
though, will hayc some new features 
like a car-counter that indicates if the 
gm-age is full, as well as an exposed 
ele\"ator that will allow passengers to 
look out on the campus as they ride 
it, Royster said. The garage 's first 
level will be dedicated to housing 
certain maintenance vehicles. 

SGA sends proposed 
constitution to UMSL 
student body for vote 

BY LORI CALLAN DER 

special to Tbe Current 

J list as the Congress represents 
the citizens of the United States, the 
Student Govenunent Association at 
UMSL exist~ to represent the stu­
dent body. However, few students 
are aware that, 

on the South Campus. Polls will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. for day 
students and from 5 to 8 p.m. for 
eveiling college students. 

The call for changes in the con­
stitution came about, in part, as a 
response to ' circumstances that 
occured last year in the SGA. 

by enrolling in 
classes, they join 
over 15 .000 
other members 
of the SGA. 

KEY CHANGES IN THE 
CONSTITUTION 

Like the U.S. 
government, the 
SGA is kept in 
check by a con­
stitution which 
mandates the 
responsibilities 
and limits of the 

'. organization and 
the. elected rep­
re entatives who 
serve as the 
voice of stu­
dents. The 

• addition of etected comptroller (see 
Section 3b on pg § of constitution) 

• addition of stipulation that a represen­
t ative from each student organization must 
regularly attend student assembly meetings 
(pg 2 of constitution) 

• all elected SGA off icers must be in good 
academic standing, be enrolled in at least 3 
credit hours, and "consent to background 
review bv the Vice-Chancellor of Student 
Affairs" and have no current or prior felony 
convictions (pg 2-3 of constitution) 

SGA's cunent constitution was 
adopted in 1989 and with the 
exception of the addition by-laws, 
the document has remained 
unchanged over the pasl .12 years. 

Students last year learned after. 
an investigation by The Current 
that Darwin Butler, then SGA pres­
ident, was a convicted felon. Butler 
had been able to attend UMSL 
through a work-release agreement. 
When a judge revoked that agree­
ment in October 1999, Butler was' 
unable to fulfill the duties of his 

However. on Tuesday students 
will have a chance to approve a 
revised, rewritten constitution. 
Polling places will be set up on the 
second floor of the Miilenium 
Student Center and in Marillac Hall see SGA, page 10 
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Bulletin Board 
Monday, Jan. 22 

• Welcome Back at the Women Center 
All are invited in Room 1 Z6 at the 
Millennium Student Center to find out 
about the organization. For informa· 
tion about the exact time, please con­
tact Annette or Karen at 516-5380. 

.Job Search Strategies Workshop from 
11 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in Room 327 at 
the Millennium Student Center. Free. 
Advance registration is required. 
Please call Career Services at 516-
5111 . The same workshop will be held 
on Wednesday, Jan. 24, from 1 p.m. 
to 1:30 p.m .. 

-Catholic Mass will be held at the Catholic 
Newman Center at 7:30 p.m. at 8200 
Natural Bridge Road , located across 
from the West Drive entrance to North 
Campus. For more information, call 
385-3455. 

Tuesday, Jan. 23 
.Lecture Series- "Courage and 

Conscience: Rescue and Resistance 
During the Holocaust" from 7:30 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Summit 
Lounge, University Center. Free. For 
more information, contact Terry 
Williams from the Center for 

international Studies at 516-6495 .. 

Wednesda~Jan.24 

oRec Sports Registration Deadline for 
the following activities: Coed 
Volleyball League, Basketball Leagues, 
Arena Football Leagues, Bowling 
Doubles League. Sign up in the Rec 
Sports Office, Z03 Mark Twain 
Building. All intramural activities are 
open to students , faculty, and staff. 
For more information about the 
leagues, call 516-53Z6. 

-Meeting for OUT- the UMSL Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Gay, and Transgender group 
at 4 p.m. in Room 384 of the 
Millennium Student Center. Room is 
located on the third floor in Student 
Organizations. Contact Matthew at 
636-230-7483 for more information. 
-Soup and Soul Food, a simple meal 
and time for prayer, meditation and 
reflection, from 1Z to 1 p.m. at the 
Millennium Student Center, room 315. 
it is sponsored by Wesley Foundation 
Campus Ministry. All are welcome, and 
for more information, call Chris 
Snyder at 314-409-3024 or Roger 
Jespersen at 385-3000. 

~he Current 
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Thursday, Jan. 25 

.New Exhibit at Gallery 210 
"John Dilg : Perfect Memories" fea­
tures a series of small-scale paintings 
in pictographic form of flora , fauna, 
and expansive skies. A reception and 
gallery talk by the artist is from 4:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Gallery, 
Room 210 in Lucas Hall. Call 516-5976 
for more details. 

Friday, Jan. 26 

• Physics Colloquium 
Dr. Jay A. Switzer from the 
Department of Chemistry and 
Materials Research Center at the 
University of Missouri-Rolla, will pre­
sent "Epitaxial Electrodeposition of 
Metal Oxide Semiconductors." Coffee 
will be served-at 2:30 p.m. in Room 
516 of Benton Hall, and the colloqui­
um begins at 3:00 p.m. in Room 328. 

·Performance: Hip-Hop in Germany 
The German Culture Center sponsors the 
event at the Cen.tury Rooms in the 
Millennium Student Center from 10 a.m. 

to 1 p.m .. Free. For more information, 
please contact Larry Marsh at 516-
6620. 

.Soup with Sister will follow mass at 
the Catholic Newman Center at 
12:05 p.m. at 8200 Natural Bridge 

.across from the West Drive ' 
entrance to North Campus. For 
more information, call 385-3455 

Saturday, Jan. 27 

·The Art of Kimono: Tradition, 
Fashion, and Textiles wi'll be held at 
the Summit Lounge in the University 
Center from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m .. 
Free. For more information, please 
contact Terry Williams from the 
Center for International Studies at 
516-7299. 

.Sunday, Jan. 28 

·Catholic Mass will be held at the 
South Campus Residence Hall Chapel 
at 7:30 p.m. 

. THE CAItIIPUS CR'ItIIEL'NE 
January 11, 2001 
A staff member reported that between 
1/ 10101 at 5.30 p.m. and 1/ 11 / 01 at 
7:45 a.m. 15 compact discs and 4 ear­
phone pieces were stolen from 211 
L4.cas Hall. The items were taken from 
a desktop. 

January 12, 2001 
A burglary occurred sometime between 
1/10101 and 1/11/01 at a University 
Meadows apartment . Entry into the 
apartment was apparently gained by 
forcing the front door. Both residents 

were out of town at the time of the 
incident. It has not been determined 
what is missing. 

January 13, 2001 
Two staff members reported that their 
purses were stolen from 238 Research 
Building between 12:15 p.m. and 1:15 
p.m .. Both contained credit cards, 
cash, and a cell phone. On 1/15/01 
both stol~n purses were located in a 
Stadler Hall third floor men's 
restroom.Still missing are a cell phone 
and cash , 

January 17, 2001 
A student reported the theft of his 
Winter ' 2001 , parking permit. The permit 
was stolen sometime on 1/11/01 from 
the student's vehicle, while it was 
parked on the third level of the new 
West Drive Garage. 

January 18, 2001 
A University van was stolen from the 
South Campus between 4:00 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m .. Police officials from the City 
of Berkeley recovered the van on Faye 
and Davenport. Several arrests were 

The Campus CrimeLine i'iII j J('f! ,err 'it"c /nTil'itif!d I~ I Ill(' l'.I l·S! JOlli\ Police {)1.?{'ilrlmcnllfJ { ' /1]II/II/(' \iI/el I' Ibn Jl(~b 1III '(Ii! 'nl'." 

Homecomlng 2001 

made. The van received major damage 
while it was missing. The investigation 
continues. 

A student reported that on 1 116/01 at 
5: 15 p. m. she parked her vehicle on 
level 2 of the West Drive Garage. After 
parking, she applied her permit to the 
rear window and went to class. On 
today's date she reported the permit 
was missing from her vehicle's window. 
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Nelsoti Step" 
down as viet 
chancellor 

Homecoming Dan'ce 
Friday, Feb. 16 at the Renaissance Hotel 
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College of Nursing ranked among 
,. nation~s best graduate schools 

Other events to look forward to during the week of 
Homecoming (Feb. 12 - 17J 

Ping Pong tournament Recreational 
Sports Day 

Basketball Games 
(Feb. 13 @ 5:30 and 7:45) , 

Homecoming Court 

Basketball games 
(Feb. 15 @ 5:30 and 7:45) 

Big Man On 
Campus 

Alumni 
Pre-Game Brunch 

Prospective Student 
Orientation 

Pep Rally 

BonfIre 

Basketball games 
(Feb. 17 @ 1:00 and 3: 15) 

Powder-Puff Football 
(GreekINon-Greek) 

Co-sponsored by 'lite. Current newspaper 
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Refugees 
displaced 
internally 

BY SARA PORTER ...... " ..................... ,"" .. " ........... """ .. ",, .. , ..... . 
staff writer 

"Around the world, over 25 
million people a year are being . 
driven from· their home coun­
tries by their own govern­
ments," said Dr. Roberta 
Cohen, of the Brookings 
Institution, an international 
relief organization, in her lec­
ture on "Human Rights in 
Global Perspective: 25 Million 
in Flight-What Can and 
Should We Do?" 

''These people, called 
'internally displaced refugees, , 
are victims of genocide, mass 
murder, and starvation," Cohen 
said. 

Cohen, co-author of the 
books ''The Forsaken People" 
and "Masses In Flight," cites 
such affairs as the Iraqi occu­
pation and war against the 
Kurds in the 1990s, the Sudan, 
which "has the largest internal­
ly displaced population," 
according to Cohen, the ongo­
ing conflict in Kosovo, and 
various other examples. 
"Stories of child soldiers, mass 
rapes, amputations, and mur­
ders are quite cornmon," 
Cohen said. 

Many times, Cohen said, 
the most common reaction by . 
these governments is none at 
all. "When we have gone to 
these countries, we have been 
told many times, 'Those are 
not our people,'" Cohen said. 

Despite the grim situation, 
Cohen said, some relief has 
been granted to the internally 
displaced refugees. "Since the 
late 1970s, there has been an 
established criminal court 
against human rights v101a­
to1.'s:' Cohen said, "Also. there 
ha~ been an increased public 
demand for action," She also 
refers to various groups such as 
UNICEF, World Health 
Organization, and the Red 
Cross, who have aided inter­
nally displaced refugees. 

"Even though the help is 
there, more can be done. These 
people have often declared 
they don't need food, they need 
security," Cohen said.. 

Such groups as the 
Brookings Institution are lob­
bying for more protection for 
the internally displaced, 
including providing relief, pro­
tection, and in some cases, mil­
itary intervention. "National 
sovereignty should not be a 
shield against crimes of 
humanity," Cohen said. 
"People have a right not to be 
arbitrarily displaced." 

Cohen hopes that this cen­
tury will see the end of these 
crimes. "We have to decide 
whether we want governments 
to stop internal genocide in the 
21st century." 

Cohen's speech is a part of 
the Center for International 
Studies lecture series "Human 
Rights in Global Perspective." 
For more information, call the 
CIS at (314) 516-5753. 

The flight of 
a butterfly ... 

BY ANNE PORTER ................ .... .. "~t"dJi~dii~~'"'' ................. . 

Most of us consider our commute 
to work or school to be a long dis­
tance. 

What if in order to meet our mates, 
eat, sleep, and survive we had to trav­
el between 500 and 5000 miles? 

"Amazing Journeys," currently 
featured at the OMNIMAX, tells 
about the migrations of many crea­
tures that have often been overlooked 
by most humans, 

"Amazing Journeys" begins by 
showing the' annual autumn trip that 
over 100 million Monarch 'butterflies 
make from the United States and 
Canada to Michoacan, Mexico. 

These insects, even though they 
weigh less than a paper clip, travel 
over 2500 miles to mate in the fir 
forests. 

Gray whales swim even further 
from the Arctic Ocean to the lagoons 
of Baja, California, to give bitth to 
their calves. In these protected waters 
by California, the mothers and new­
borns are protected from predators. 

On Christmas Island, just in time 
for the monsoon season, the 120-mil­
lion population of red crabs leave their 
holes on the rain forest floor and 
depart for the rock')' coast to mate for 
the new generation. 

'11re Current 

Photo courtesy ,of 51. Louis Science Center 

A migrating butterfly in 'Amazing Journeys,' a film currently showing at the Omnimax. 

With all the Canadian geese on 
campus, the migration of birds should 
be easy to recognize. Many species of 
birds that live in the Northern 
Hemisphere travel south in search of 
food and warmer climates. With the 
combination· of internal compasses, 
the senses of sight, smell and sound, 
and genetically passed flight patterns, 
the birds find their destination every 
year. 

Zebras travel more than 500 miles 
through a dangerous path of croco­
diles, hyenas and lions to the northern 

tall grass plains. These plains provide 
the only focxl and water during the dry 
season in the south. . 

Humans, just as the zebras in 
Africa, still migrate with the seasons. 
Hunters and gatherers still exist in 
Africa today just as they did millions 
of years ago. Some rnove in search of 
prey and fertile soil and other search 
for water and pasture for their domes­
ticated animals. 

"Amazing Journeys," U; addition 
to it~ larger educational focus, also 
informs viewers about environmental 

issues that effect all of us, not just the 
particular animals focused on in this 
fllm. This movie gives us a glimpse 
that very few get to see into the lives 
of animals and helps us to remember 
that Earth is not just for humans, but 
also other species of animals. 

The footage and imagery is 
absolutely incredible in conjunction 
with the music, flowing with the 
movement in the [llm. 

"Amazing Journeys" tells a story 
about life, not just yours and mine, but 
of every creature on Earth. 

l~hn Dilg gaints 'Perfect Mem~rie~' 
BY SARA MUELLER 

, ........... -.... .. .. . . . . -.... .. " ...... . 
special to The Cunent 

Iowa artist John Dilg will be vis­
iting UMSL this week and featuring 
his exhibit, "John Dilg: Perfect 
Memories." The exhibit will be locat­
ed at Gallery 210 in Lucas Hall. 

The exhibit will begin with a 
reception in Dilg's honor at which he 
will discuss his paintings. The recep­
tion, which will be on Thursday, Jan. 
25, from 4:30-6:30 p.m., is free and 
open to the public. Here he will 
explain his way of thinking in order to 
help others understand his work. 
There will also be a question-and­
answer pericxl after his gallery talk. 

Dilg will also be on campus the 
following Monday, Jan. 29, giving a 
slide lecture at· noon ill 229 I.e. 
Penney. The lecture is sponsored by 
the Center for Humanities, is open to 
the public, and the artist will also 
answer questions from the attendees. 

The exhibit will feature Dilg's 
work, which was influenced by the 
Minimalist school of art and by grow­
ing up in mral Iowa "In concert with 
the titles, tllese images both recollect 
and recompose important memories 
that, through personal in premise, 
could be applicable to anyone. My 

Photo courtesy of John Dllg 

The John Dilg's show features a variety of minimalist works of art 
in Gallery 210. 

paintings strive to identify archetypes 
that represent, among other things, our 
resignation to the mystery of undis­
covered sources and propose that, 
since nature has been misplaced, the 
'natural' is always unnatural." said 
Dilg. 

Dilg takes an abstract approach to 
his work. The paintings lack unimpor­
tant detail and instead focus on the 
most important aspect;;, such as the 
shape or color. The paintings simplify 
and abstract experiences, forcing the 
viewer to use "knowledge that resides 

in memory and in1agination, rather 
than intellect" to explain the meaning. 
Much of his work is frlled with 
metaphor. 

One painting that will be on dis­
play at the exhibit is titled 
"Wilderness." "Wilderness" features a 
tree cut off at the base. To the left of 
the tree is a tear-shaped figure with the 
picture of healthy tree branches inside. 
According to Terry Suhre, director of 
Gallery 210, this painting is very typ­
ical of Dilg's work over the past five 
years. There is a single subject matter, 
and the painting is done in earthy col­
ors. The painting also has the common 
theme of a loss or absence of nature. 

Dilg is visiting from the 
University of Iowa where he is cur­
rently a professor of painting and 
drawing. He has had many other dis­
plays all over the country. "1 believe 
exposure to the arts is essential for a 
well-rounded education. 'This exhibit 
is an OPPOltunity to see the real thing, 
the actual objects, and to be with the 
artist. This experience could inspire , 
interest and expand our knowledge in 
a new area," said Suhre. 

For those who cannot attend the 
reception, the exhibit v.ill be open 
through February 24, 2001. The 
Gallery 's hours are Tuesday through 
Saturday 11 am.-5 p.m., and it is 
located in room 210 of Lucas Hall. 

Chen provides a superb 
look at Chinese life 

BY SARA PORTER ........ ., ... ............... ..... ., .............. .. ... " ..... ........... . 
staff writer 

Da Chen was born in 1962, the 
year of the Great Starvation and the 
start of the Cultural Revolution in 
China Chen, author of this moving 
and many times humorous autobiog­
raphy, "Colors of the Mountain," 
believes this shaped his entire life. 

In one of the earlier passages, Chen 
wryly discussed being born during a 
drought. "Dad wanted to give me the 
name Han, which means drought," 
Chen writes. "But that would have 
been like naming a boy in HIroshima 
Atom Bomb, and since the Chinese 
believe that their names dictate their 

fate, I would have probably ended up 
digging ditches, searching for water in 
some wasteland." 

Many of Chen's reminiscences 
deal with a country under Mao Tse 
Tung. 

This is a world where beatings are 
quite commonplace, where many pe0-

ple, including Chen's father and 
grandfather, were frequently sent to 
labor camps, and where even making 
a slight joke about the local govern­
ment, as Chen describes in one pa~­
sage, is punishable by imprisonment 

Other memories of his childhood, 
like joining a hoodlum gang for a time 
and his troubles in school, are quite 
universal. Take away the political set­
ting, and this story could have been 

written in Brooklyn in the 1 950s or St 
Lo.uis in the 1990s. 

Above all, Chen's autobiography is 
a tribute to the people around him- his 
idealistic father, his strong-willed 
mother, Professor Wei, a born 
Christian who taught Chen English., 
and most moving of all, his alcoholic 
grandfather, who Chen describes a~ 

"always dying." 
"Colors of the Mountain" is a well­

done portrayal of Chen's childhood, 
and if he writes a sequel dealing with 
his adult life, I \vill definitely look for­
ward to reading it. 

-..an.;2. 
lecture by artist John nUg en tlts 
djsplayed ~t .Galtery 1:1.01 ~t ·~tI'el 
2104:30 .. 6-:,3& pin. Fr~and 
the public. 
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phone: 516-5174 
fax: 516-6811 

EVENTS: 
Worth noting: the St. Louis Art 

Guild is sponsoring "Anything 
Goes," an art contest open to artists 
in any genre. Prizes range from $50, 
$300. Deadline is Jan. 27-28 . All art 

will be displayed at the Artist's Guild 
until March 10. For more infonna­
cion please contact Betsey Gibbs at 
(314) 776-3114. 

Author James Hynes will read 
from and sign his book, ''The 
Lecturer's Tale," a satire about a col­
lege professor who requires super­
natural powers, at Left Bank Books 
at 7 p.rn. Admission is free. Please 
contact Lisa Greening and Michelle 
Hand at Left Bank at (314) 367-
6731. 

Author Trezza Azzopardi will 
read from and sign her book, 'The 
Hiding Place," a coming-of-age 
story set in Wales, at Left Bank 
Boob at 7 p.m. Admission is free,· 
Please call Lisa Greening o~ 
Michelle Hand at (314) 367-6731. : 

Juilliard String Quartet will per­
fonn at the Sheldon Concert Hall at 
8 p.m. Perfonnances are $20.00 for 
general admission and $15.00 for 
seniors. Call the Premier~ 

Perfonnances office at UM-S~. 

Louis at (314) 516-5818. 

Author Jill Connor Browne will 
read from and sign her book, "God 
Save the Sweet Potato Queens," a 
collection of stories, recipes, and 
advice from Southem women at Left 
Bank Books. Admission is free. 
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Import __ nt constitution vote 
. needs high student turn'out 

If you've been inside the 
M illennium Student Center lately, 
you can't miss the signs for Dr. Ruth. 
Student Activities is bringing the 
popular speaker to campus about a 
month from how. Wisely, they've 
begun promoting the event with 
fliers, signs, and other forms of 
advertising. As a result, the eYent 
gets lodged in students' minds, and 
the turnout will probably be very 
good. 

You can't say the same about the 
Student Government Association , 
Student Activities ' next-door neigh­
bor on the Third floor of the Student 
Center. SGA also has an important 
event corning up, though most stu­
dents don 't know about. What is it? 
Well , the SGA is asking the student 
body to vote on a new constitution 
this Tuesday. It's probably the most 
important thinl> SGA will do all year. 

Most students, if asked, probably 
don't realize the recent history that 
made a new constiilltion necessary. 
That's why it" frustrating that you 
can -t fUld any infonnation about it 
on flier , signs, or even on SGA's 
own web ite. 

But the constitution is an impor­
tant issue, And just like the recent 
U ,S. presidential election, there are a 
lot of things at stake that make it cru­
cial that students votc on this. Many 
people around the campus commu­
nity want this con titutiOIl to pass­
admi nistrators and students alike. 
There are also quite a few silldents 
who are disturbed by ome of things 
they see in the new constitution, ,md 
they are fighting to defeat it. 

Because there's a lot riding on 
this document, a large turnout is 
essential. It would be a shame for 
only a hundred students decide the 
fate of the largest student organiza­
tion on campus. the organization that 
claims to represent them alL 

So what are some of the impor­
tant issues in the proposed constitu-
tion? . 

First, the proposed constiilltion 
would reduce the number of at-large 
representatives in the Assembly. It 
would also impose much stricter 
attendance regulations OIl organiza­
tional representatives. 

Also, the new constiilltion would 
require background checks of all 
officer candidates and would not 
allow students with prior felony con­
victions to hold ofl:1ce. 

The new constitution would give 
the vice chancellor for Student 
Affairs the ability to remove students 
from ofl:1ce if he or she fmds them in 
violation of certain requirements. 

The constitution fonnally adds 
the office of comptroller to the SGA 
The comptroller is responsible for 
overseeing the Student Activities 
Budget Committee. ' 

This just scratches the surface. 
We recommend that students take a 
few extra minutes and visit SGA to 
get !!' copy of the proposed constitu­
tion since they can't Pc found any­
where) to study privately. Decide 
how you feel about these changes. If 

ou think they are good, then vote' 
for the constitution. If you aren't 
comfortable with this draft of the 
constitution, then vote no. 

. 
The constitution vote 
being held this Tuesday 
is an important event for 
aU students, even 
t hough most probably 
don't know about it. The 
constitution contains 
many cManges that will , 
affect the way the SGA 
operates for years to 
come. 

Students should visit SGA 
and check out the new 
constitution to leam how 
it will change things. 
Then they should decide 
how they feel about the_ 
constitution and vote 
Tuesday .. 

Write a letter to the editor 
about this issue or anything 
else on your mind. 

On Tuesday, we hope many stu­
dent.~ will come out and voice an 
informed opinion on the constitu­
tion. 

Constitution will strip student's rights 
The banners in the new 

Millenn ium Student Cen ter ,hould 
read "We love to take UMSL stu­
dents' rights away from them," if the 
propo ed SGA con u illtion 1 

approved by the students on Jan. 23. 
While this draft is the best revision 

that I have 'een in years , it will take 
away student rights. TillS constitution 
came from a mandate from the Senate 
Student Affairs Committee in 1999. 
after the famous Darwin Butler situa­
tion. They wanted to prevent another 
one. 

First, this proposed constiilltion 
gives the vice chancellor for Student 
Affairs more power in student gov­
ernment. That person has the authori­
ty to conduct background checks on 
candidates . One year background 
checks could be conducted, the next 
year no background checks, depend­
ing on the candidates. Also, the vice 
chancellor will have the ability to 
remove a student from office. 
Students are supposed to govern 

STEVEN W OLFE 

Guest Commentator 

themselves in student activities. 
Giving this power to the vice chan­
cellor would violate the power of the 
students to govern themselves. 

Second, students who are not 
members of student organizations, 
which is a large percentage of the 
UN1SL student body, lose power in 
. the SGA Assembly. The proposed 

constitution increas~s the ratio of rep­
resentatives to I for every 750 stu­
dents in an academic unit from the 1 
for every 500 students in the presebt 
constitution. However, every recog­
nized student organization still is 
required to send a representative. This 
tells us that students in student orga­
nizations have more power in the 
SGAAssembly than students who are . 
not. 

TIlird, student organizations have 
stricter requirements regarding their 
A~sembly participation. No longer 
will an organization be allowed to 
send a proxy to Assembly meetings. 
After 'three misses, the organization 
will lose its representation and its 
budget. This stricter requirement does 
not recognize that UMSL is plimarily 
a 'commuter campus where classes 
are held throughout the day dming 
the week Students have other respon­
sibilities; school and student govern-

see WOLFE, page 9 

ASUMprepares for new year of lobbying 
Greetings froin the capital of 

Missouri, Jefferson City. My name is 
Joshua Stegeman .. I am a senior polit­
ical science major and along with 
junior political science major Corey 
Inskip, I am representing yom student 
concerns for higher education issues 
in the state legislature as Associated 
Students of the University of 
MissoUli (ASUM) lobbyists. I would 
like to inform you, the student body 
of UNISL, Of our progress on issues 
for which we have decided to lobby 
dming tIllS legislative session. First 
allow me to introduce the ASUMto 
those who are unfamiliar with its 
capacities on campus. 

ASUM is new to UMSL, as it is in 
its fITst year on campus, so things 

have been moving slowly, but we are 
certain the organization will be suc­
cessful for student representation at 
the university, state, and national lev­
els. ASUM is comprised of silldents 
from the four campuses that make up 
the University of Missouri System: 
the St. Louis, Kansas City, Rolla, and 
Columbia campuses. ASUM is a 
campus organization that lobbies in 
the state and national legislatures for 
silldent representation on lllgheredu­
cation issues. ASUM is also prepar­
ing other activities for the campus 
such as voter registration drives, 
lunches/dinners with local legisla­
tures, student involvement in student 
showcase day at the capital in 
Jefferson City, and coordination with 

the Student Gpvernment and Senate 
on campus. 

It is an exciting time in Jefferson 
City because of the inauguration of 
the new governor of Missouri, Bob 
Holden. The legislative session actu­
ally began on Jan. 3, so that meant 
Corey and I cut our holiday breaks 
short in order to start om duties for 
our student constituents. The 
Missouri Senate is divided 16-15 
with a Republican majority, but there 
are three vacant seats that will be 
filled by Jan: 24 elections. This 
means that the Senate could be divid- , 
ed 17-17, so a compromise between 
the two parties was reached. The 

see STEGEMAN, page 10 
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Murphy's auto-noise. law 
applies to bowling, too 
Ever had a car that was mak­

ing funny noises'? You take it 
to the repair shop and sit 

with the mechanic inside the car. 
You start it up, and wait expectant­
ly, so you 'Can let the mechanic hear 
for himself the noise that's trou­
bling you. 

More often than not, your stupid 
car will be nice and quiet. You'll 
smile weakly at the mechanic and 
mutter "It ALWAYS 
does it. I don't know 
what to say!" and 
then return horne 
frustrated. 

I have that experi­
ence, but with bowl­
ing instead of cars. 

had some really good games. I 
bowled as high a., the 140s and 
even the 150s. But these .games 
always happened with friends. 
When I went bowling with the fam­
ily, I could never bowl that well. 

I didn't believe it wa., a psycho­
logical thing, and I still don't. But 
for some reason, I do bowl better 
with friends, When Ijoined the staff 
of The CUITent, I heard about their 

bowling nights, It 
took me a year, bnt i' 

finally I started . 
playing ",.-jth them. 

You see, I've 
grown up bowling. 
My mother's parents 
were always big 
bowlers. They played 
in leagues on the mil­
itary base in San 
Antonio. Every time 
we visited them, we 

JOSH RENAUD 

It was the . first 
time I had ever 
bowled regularly. 
Bowling night was 
Tuesday, every 
week While I was 
very consistent, it 
did help my game. 
Over time, I threw 
new record high 
games: 172 and 
184. editor-in-chief 

could count on spending at least 
one afternoon bowling. 

At home, we would bowl every 
once in a while, too. I envied my 
Papa and my Dad. While I only 
knew how to throw the ball straight, 
they both threw these wicked hooks 
and had a knack for racking up high 
scores. 

Over the years, I got stronger, 
but I never changed my straight­
ball ways. I began bowling socially 
with my friends from school. We 
didn't play regularly, but my aver­
age rose, anyway. I would usually 
throw around a 110 or 120. 

And that's when my "noisy car" 
experiences started. Occasionally, I 

Last week, I did 
something I never dreamed I would 
ever do. I broke the 200 barrier and 
threw a 207. . ii 

Two hundred is a big number in 
bowling. That plateau is what sepa­
rates the really good players from 
the begilmers. It's the number that 
always awed me when my dad 
would bowL 

Now that r~e achieved it, I'm 
not sure I'll be able to repeat it any 
time soon, But I also know that the 
next time I bowl with my family, 
I'll be trying my damedest to break 
that plateau. I want to show my dad 
something besides a score sheet 
And with any luck, the car will 
actually make some noise this time. 

Mystery note tests nerves 
of one UMSL graduate 

F or many years my parents 
have waited for me to gradu­
ate. 

And finally, last Sunday that day 
had arrived. 

Or so we thought.. 
The day began innocently 

enough. Before graduation prepara­
'tion was to begin at 2 p.m., I went to 

category that said, "Yom name has 
been removeD. from the graduation 
list" 

Under that was a handwritten 
note, which said unless I talked to 
nlyadviscr by Jan. :!6, I ~ould not 
be allowed to graduate. 

So it was Sunday, Jan, 14. My 
family would be in the Mark Twain 

• 

'my parents' house to 
eat brunch. 

The Saturday 
before., I had 
recei ved a letter 
from the Arts and 
Science 
Department, saying 
that I needed to 
complete an acade­
mic profile, and that 
I would be removed 
from the graduation 
list This completely 

AND THE POINT [S . . , 
gymnasium to see 
me graduate, but by 
that time I was so 
panicked, I did not ~ 
know if I would be. 

.confused me. 

I decided that I 
would eat qnickly 
and drive to campus 
to locate someone 
who could decipher 
this whole ugly situ­
ation for me. 

By the time I got 
to campus it was 

After all, I had 
my gown, my tick-

12:30 p,m. 
ANNE PORTER First stop: Arts 

and Science advising. 
My thinking was that 

this was graduation day, hopefully 
someone would be here, 

managing editor 
ets, my announce-
ments. I had everything that was 
required to graduate. Everything 
except for taking this academic 
assessment. 

Not even stating, of course, that I 
had no idea what this was. I had 
recyived no notice in the mail of the 
times this test W,as offered, and there­
fore, I had no idea that I had to take 
it. 

In order to even get to this day, I 
had to receive my dean's approval, 
because I had six extra hours, and I 
had to take both a major and minor 
assessment test 

When l had obtained my dean's 
approval, I visited my adviser to ask 
if there was nothing left that I need­
ed to take or do in order to graduate, 
and he said no. So this letter was 
quite a shock. 

The \Vfong graduation date of 
May 2001 was listed on the top of 
the letter, and the check mark by the 

No one was, but someone told 
me that advisers, would be in Mark 
Twain as early as 1:30 p.m. 

Second stop: Mark Twain. The 
building was not even open yet. A 

, police officer told me that he didn't 
. know of any advisers that would be 

there to answer questions, even 
though the graduate directiQns had 
said this. 

There was nothing I could do 
until 2 p.m., when the gym would 
open, so I took a shower and got 
ready, -

By 2 p.m., I had my boyfriend 
drop me off at the door, so that I 
could stand in line and find someone 
who could explain this whole mess 
of a graduation' ceremony to me. 

see PORTER, page 9 

Michael PaHon 
Sophomore/ Undecided 

Aimee Lemoine 
Junior/ Accounting 

Steven Blassingame 
Sophomore/ Education 

Jennifer Lagamann 
Juniorl Graphic Design 

_ _ __ " 1 ___ -

It has its challenges, but I'm 
very optimistic about an . 

awesome semester. 

----,,-~--

---- " ----::- ' 

Everyone at UMSL is 
friendly· I've liked it so far. 

C--___ " ___ _ 

----,,----
I have been more focused 

than previous semesters. it's 
been great. 

"--'----,,----

----,,----
This will be a very interesting 
semester for me. I had to take 
a math class. I am very bad at 

math. It's my worst subject. 

---~,,----
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Club. plays 
two, no wins 

BY NICK BOWMAN 
.. -.... .. ... , ... .. ........ ~ , .. -...... -, -, .... -" . ~ ....... ......... . 

staff writer 

What started off badly ended up . 
worse when the UMSL Rivermen's 
Hockey Club came out of the weekend 
a step below. With a 19-2-2 overall 
record, the Rivermen are still in great 
standing with the rest of the Mid-

b ~ • 

American Collegiate Hockey 
Association, but ,,;ith weak play and a 
lack of spirit, the team will face a 
tough challenge against Palmer 
College on Jan. 26 and 27. 

"We had an extremely disappoint­
ing weekend," said leading UMSL 
scorer Jeff Wear, who added three 
goals and two assists to bis' portfolio 
over the weekend. 'We beat our­
selves." 

The first contest against first-year 
team Robert Morris College, no. 8 ill 
the ACHA national rankings, featured 
a solid pelformance by the Rivermen. 
The lead switched hands three times 
before ending in a 5-5 tie. 

The Rivermen struck first with a 
goal by Mike WInkler, wbich was 
quickly answered by the Morris 
defense. A Wear slapshot later in the 
period again put UMSL on top, but the 
Morris offense answered in beating 
Rivermen' net-minder Dan 
SChUemlaIlll to even the score at 2-2 
after 20 minutes of play. 

Morris came out firing in the sec­
ond period, scoring two unanswered 
goals and going ahead 4-2. 

But the Rivermen rallied in the 
third period with Scott Peterson beat­
ing the Morris defense twice in the 
third and another Riverman hitting the 
net to go ahead 5-4 with just under one 
minute to play. 

With only 30 seconds remaining in 
the contest, the Morris . offense beat 
Schuermann one final tinle to end the 

match .in a tie. 
'We played really well, and it was 

a shame that we couldn't have gotten a 
[win] out of that [Robert Morris] 
game," said Wear. "But we played a 
very solid game." 

The following night, the Rivermen 
found themselves staring at a fanriliar 
foe in Northern illinois University. 

The Riverm.en threw the·first punch 
at 10:57 with Ryan Craig scoring off 
of a feed from Peterson. M.inutes later 
Northem Illinois threw the second 
punch, a shot off the stick of the 
Huskies' offense that found itself 
behind Schuermann, the first of three 
in the period. During the first, Jake 
Todd took a shot to the head that fired 
up the UMSL bench, and freshman 
Mattias PuppiUo took offense, taking a 
game misconduct with a massive bit 
on the Northern Illinois captain. Todd 
was later ejected for spearing in the 
third period. 

Northern illinois would go upby as 
many as three points before Peterson 
finally put a shot on target and in the 
net. Both Craig and assistant captain 
Ben Gilbertson were credited with an 
assist. 1 :30 later, UMSL scored again 
with a goal coming frOql transfer John 
Yacovelli. Peterson and Craig were 
again on the play with assists. But this 
only fired up the Huskies as they 
matched with hvo goals to set the 
score at 3-6 after two periods of play. 

The Rivermen laced up their skates 
tight in the third, with Wear scoring his 
only two goals of the night in the first 
five minutes of the period. Craig 
would add a third to set the score at 6-
6, but SchuermaIm could not stop the 
last puck to cross the goal line as 
Northern Illinois would score with 
3:27 left in the contest and hand the 
Rivernlen a 7-6 defeat. 

Cole throws in towel 
as SID, goes home 

BY DAVE KINWORTHY 

staff editoT 

With the Rivermen and 
Riverwomen's basketball game com­
ing to an end this past Wednesday 
against Sill-Edwardsville, so did the 
era of Sports Information Director 
(SID) Chris Cole come to an end at 
UMSL. 

Cole, hired last summer to fill the 
position of SID vacated by Michael 
Deford, has accepted a job to work at 
Northern Kentucky, his hometown. 

"It brings me closer to my fanlily, 
back to my home," Cole said. "Fewer 
hours and kind of outside the field of 
sports information, so less stressful. 
But the main reason is to be closer to 
my family." 

The job does not entail any sports 
engineering at all, but Cole looks at 
that on a positive side. 

"I will still have sports in my life, I 
will just be able to enjoy . them now 
instead of having to stress through 
them evelY night of the year," Cole 
said. "I will actually be able to enjoy' 
college football, NFL football and 
high school football, the stuff you real­
ly don't get to enjoy as an SID." 

Cole had ambition as SID at 
UMSL, while showing a new energy 
to the Mark Twain Building employ­
ees and athletes. 

"One of my goals is to leave the 
office in better shape than I found it," 
Cole said. "1 think 1've done that I 
didn't accomplish things that I hoped 
to, but I accomplished other things that 
I didn't think th<\t I could. It is some­
thing that in a short time, it is kind of 
hard to really accurately pul) a yard 
stick up to what you have done.' I 
haven't been here long enough to do 
that." 

The search to replace Cole ha, 
already begun as Athletic Director Pat 

Dolan has applicants in line to fill the 
position. 

"Because dle position or search 
was conducted less than six months 
ago, you can go back into the pool that 
you had and accept those people at 
face value," Dolan said. "Plus at the 
same time, the position was posted last 
Monday and it will come off posting 
this Friday' and there are some real 
quality candidates that we already 
qave, but I can't make an offer until 
next Monday." 

Dolan is searching for an SID with 
similar traits of those that Cole pos­
sesses. 

'''1 would like to get somebody with 
experience," Dolan said. "Chris was 
very good with dle Web, so I would 
like to at least have somebody who 
can maintain that, but that changes 
. daily. Chris has a lot of creativity and a 
lot of energy. Because it is a one-man 
shop, you can get really boggled down 
with the pressures and the time lines of 
games. Chris was velY willing to step 
out of that and seemed to · meet the 
deadlines and provide some energy. 
Almost all of the fall sport athletes 
how him fairly well that they can 
give him a love punch on the shoulder 
and coaches seemed to be able to work 
well "vith hinl." 

'1~ Current 

,No. l-~ed USI pummels 
Rivermen at home, 84-69 

Darren BruneI Tbi! (wrelll 

Greg Ross jumps for two at a recent game played by the Rivermen. The Rivermen lost last week 
to Southern Indiana. 

BY DAVE KINWORTHY 
··· .... · .. · .. ·· .. · .. :~t"'/.jjedii~·;: .......... .. .... ..... . 

The Rivermen's basketball team, 
coming off their first conference vic­
tory of the season over SIU­
Edwardsville, had a larger task at 
hand last Monday as they hosted the 
No.1 teanl in the nation in Southern 
Indiana and fell 84-69. 

UMSL jumped ahead early as the 
Rivermen led out of the gates 15-4 
against Southem Indiana. But 
Southern Indiana mowlted a come­
back and eventually tied the ballgame 
at 24-24, and then went on a 15-0 nUl 
'in the last three minutes of the first 

half to head to the locker room, lead­
ing the Rivermen 43-33. 

UMSL shot only 30 percent from 
the field in the first half COIUlecting on 
11-36. 

In the second half, Southern 
Indiana dominated., as they shot 48 
percent from the field and never 
looked back as the Rivermen shot 
only 27 pe.rcent from the field for the 
game. 

The Rivermen were led by Juan 
Dumphord who contributed 17 
points, while Greg Ross and Michael 
Coleman added 16 and 11 points 
respective1y. Coleman also added five 
rebounds and seven steals to his cred-

it in a failed effort. 
UMSL then rebounded from the 

loss on their first of hvo road games 
in Indiana as the Rivermen defeated 
St. Joseph's 86-71. St. Joseph's was 
coming off of an upset win againsl 
Northern Kentucky, a ream that was . 
ranked in the top ten in the llati on at 
the time. 

With the win, UMSL boosted their 
record to 2-6 in tbe Great Lakes 
Valley Conference and 6-8 overall. 

The Rivermen host four straight 
home ganles starting tIus week as 
they take on Indianapolis Jan. 25, 
before Northern Kentucky comes to 
the Mark Twain Building Jan. 27. 

Ree Sports brings football to U 
BY NICK BOWMAN 

..... ..... ....... " .. " .. 
staff zvn:ter 

As students of UMSL, we may 
never experience the thrill of tearing 
down a set of field goal posts after a 
chilling conference victory, but for 
many of us, the spirit of the pigskin 
still calls for action and to some, one 
season is just not enough. 

Earlier this semester, Intranlural 
Athletic Director Pam Steinmetz and 
ber staff found an answer to this call, 
forming an arena football1eague, the 
first of its kind for UMSL. 

"We are really looking forwaI'd to 
this new league," said Steinmetz. "It 

will be a trial run of sorts, but we've 
just got to play first and fix any prob­
lems as we go along." 

Unlike the already popular flag 
football league, whose only rival for 
participation is outdoor soccer and 
floor hockey, the arena league will 
have a whole new slate of rules and 
guidelines similar to those of rugby. 

Teams will consist of at le.ast four 
players peJ roster, with a maxinlUm 
of 15. If a team shows up with three, 
they \vill still be allowed to play with-

. out a forfeiture. Substitutes may 
come in at anytime, given that the ball 
is not in play. 

The quarterback will be given four 

seconds to release the ball from the 
snap or lose the down and every play­
er on the field will be an eLigible 
receiver. To make things more excit­
ing, any player in possession of the 
ball may throw in anywhere and in 
any direction as long as the ball is 
live. 

There aI'"e no kick -offs or punts in 
the new league. The offense will start 
with the football on its goal line aIld 
will have four chances to cross mid­
field or score. Touchdowns are worth 
six points, with a two-point conver­
sion attempt following each score. 
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G MES 
Men's 

Basketball 
v. Indianapolis 

/'15 pll1. Tbur.Jan 21 

v. Northern j<.entucky 
3:1'5 pm, Sar.,jall. 27 

v. Bellarmine 
745 Pili, 77Jul'., Feb. I 

Women's 
Basketball 

v. Indianapolis 
530 Pill, 77J11 r , jan. 25 

v. Northern Kentucky 
lOO Pill, Sat Jail T 

V. Bellarmine 
5:3U Pili, 77)1/1', Feb. 1 

Visit the UMSL athletics 
website at 

www.umsl:edu/services/ 
athleticsl athletics.html 

Blues' apparent success not impressive. un·til playo-r,s 

LATEST Scoop 

DAVE KINWORTHY 

T he St. Louis Blues nugbt be 
the team to be besides the 
Colorado Avalanche on the 

road to the Lord Stanley's Cup this 
season, but part of me will just not 
allow myself to be emotionally dis­
traught again with another frrst- or 
second- round exit from the playoffs. 

The Blues this season have had 
just an outburst of wins in tbe first 
'half of the se'ason, but be forewarned., 
the regular season is not over just 
quite yet. There will be slumps that 
the Blues have .in the second part of 
tbe season, especially with the num­
ber of injuries that they have suffered 

thus far. With Pavol Demitra sched­
uled to come back in tbe next few 
weeks and Pierre Thrgeon bitting a 
slump and rash of injuries, the 
yowlger core of this team will be 
forced to step up in the following 
weeks. 

Scott YOWlg has proven this first 
half of the season that he is a premier 
player, not to the level of Mario 
Lemieux or Brett Hull, but he adds 
character and grit in his scoring 
approach. He got an early start in his 
goal-scoring as be led the National 
Hockey League in scoring for a cou­
ple of weeks early into the season. 

But needless to say, the Blues may 
have the second best record in tbe 
league to date, but let's not get our 
hopes up yet. Remember who led the 
league last season in points and failed 
to get out of the first round of the 
playoffs? Well, of course it was our 
very own Blues. No matter what peo­
ple say about how the Detroit Red 
Wrngs lost in the first round of the 
playoffs one year arld then went on 
the following season to win the 
Stanley Cup, we are not the Red 
Wings 

The Blues need to fmd their own 
place in the NHL. We are not the Red 

Wings, who display a core of veteran 
scorers in Brendan Shanahan and 
Steve Yzerman. V'le are not the 
Colorado Avalanche, who in a short 
couple of years after their relocation 
have dominated the Eastern 
Conference. The Blues are a yOWlg 
team with stellar goaltending. 111at is 
one thing that these other two teams 
do not have. 

With Scott Johnson and Roman 
Turek roanling the nets for the Blues, 
the security factor is there if one were 
to go down witb an injury. Either 
Iolmson or Turek can start a game 
and it does not matter who the oppo-

nent is, because they aI'e both in a 
division of tbeir own. They, along 
witb the All-Star defensemen Chris 
Pronger and Al MacIrmis, are the 
core of. the B lues- not focused on . 
just scoring, but tbe other balf of the 
game in defense. 

The Blues may have the parts . to 
get out of the first rOllnd of the play­
offs this year with a solid defense, but 
beware. The SaIl Jose Sharks might 
not make theplayoffs this season, but 
another team with the ' taste of an 
upset may loom in tbe near futUre 
again for the Blues. 
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MUSIC 

January 
25 

Eddie Money 
8 p.m. 

The Pageant 

26 
Mary Alice Wood 

8 p.m. 
Sheldon Concert Hall 

27 
North Mississippi All Stars 

9 p.m. 
Blueberry Hill's Duck Room 

3 
Hollie Marie anti Nikki 

Nahra 
8 p.m. 

Focal Point Arts Center 

4 
The Chieftans 

7:30 p.m. 
Powell Hall 

10 
'Linkin Park with Taproot 

8 p.m. 
The Pageant 

14 
Chuck Berry 

9 p.m. 
Blueberry Hill's Duck Room 

20 
Face to Face 

Snapcase and H20 
7:30 p.m. 

Mississippi Nights 

. cJlre Current January 22, 2001 

Julia Stiles plays Sara and 
Sean Patrick Thomas plays 

Derek in "Save the Last 
Dance," a musical drama 

based on the hip-hop dance 
scene of Chicago's South 

Side. 

FILM REVIEW 

'Antitrust' provides lots 
of high-tech suspense 

BY R HASHAD PITTMAN 
, ..... ....... -. .. ....... , ........ ,., .. ..... _ ........... .. 

staff writer 

. Milo Hoffman is a young comput­
er programmer whose computer 
genius gives him three vital career 
moves to decide from in the suspense­
ful, high·tech thriller "Antitrust." 

Fresh out of college, Milo can 
either continue working with friends 
in a garage on a mission to become a 
successful start-up company, or decide 
to join the largest software corporation 
in the country and probably get rich 
quick Or, he can turn dovm a lucrative 
job offer, receive $42,OOO/year and a 
Buick, and help the governrnent put 
the bad guys in the computer indusllY 
away. Such a hard decision. 

Milo (Ryan Phillippe) decides to 
take his programming talent for a visit 
to corporate America, after being 
recruited by Gary Wrnston, a corpo­
rate CEO and Bill Gates look-alike. 

WlUSton (Tim Robbins) heads the 
multi-billion dollar software corpora­
tion N.U.R.V, which stands for Never 
Underestimate Radical Vision. In a 
'visit to the lavish company in the heart 
of Silicon Valley, Milo meets the inno­
vative business ovmer that is constant-
1y in the media . . 

While laid back in'an office that 
looks more like a lavish living room, 
Winston asks Milo what bis plans are 
for the future. When he discovers that 
Milo and his start-up company would 
like their valuable programming infor­
mation-when it is fully developed- to 
be "open source" and not privately 

• 
Length: 120 min . 
Rated: PG-13 
Our opinion: ***' 

controlled, WlllSton reminds him that 
any big business can come along and 
take control of that information. 

Winston then asks Milo to work for 
N.U.R.V to belp him complete the 
SYNAPSE project, which would cre­
ate digital convergence, linking tele­
phones, television, and computers all 
together into one unit. 

Going against the advice of friend 
and business partner Teddy Chin (Yee 
Jee Tso) Milo joins N.U.RV and 
inevitably leaves his friends and start­
up company behind. Milo soon finds 
out that Teddy and N.U.R.V critics 
were right about the corporation clos­
ing the market to competitors. 

This is a quick-moving film that 
go~s well with such a young cast­
everybody seems in their 20s except 
for Robbins and a few bad guys. Many 
suspenseful moments permeate the 
movie, leaving the audience on its toes 
from the rising action to the resolution. 

There are a few instances where 
the motives for Milo's actions are 
obscure, but they become clearer as 
the plot unveils. It's a must-see not 
only for "computer geeks," as they are 
called numerous times in the movie, 
but for anyone who enjoys a good sus­
pense movie with a twist that is sure to 
make your jaw drop. 

This 'Dance' 
trips, a ll over 
its audience· 

BY LORI CALLANDER 

. special to The Current 

"Save The Last Dance," a musical 
drama based on the hip-hop dance 
scene of Chicago's South Side, is an 
exploration of a cultural .clash. that 
occurs when the spark of inten-acial 
romantic love ignites controversy. The 
film, presented by Paramount Pictures 
and MTV Films, has recently been 
released to local theaters and, on the 
night of the screening, the theater was 
packed. Perhaps the crowd was draVrTI 

by the attractive cast, such as main 
characters Sara (played by Julia Stiles) 
and Derek (played by Sean Patrick 
Thomas). 

Sara is a sheltered white girl, who 
moves from a small suburban tovm in 
illinois to the city of Chicago to live 
with her estranged father after her 
mother dies. She loves ballet and., los­
ing hope on her dream of someday 
studying dance at Julliard School of 
Arts, she enrolls in an all-black public 
high school where she meets Derek. 
Derek is a black guy who is a seasoned 
native of urban Chicago. Despite his 
rejection of the gang-banging lifestyle 
of his friends, he is accepted by his 
peers and has gained popularity for his 
talent with the hip-hop style of dance. 
United by their common love of 
dance, the couple gets together, and 
their blossoming romantic relationship 
causes trouble to erupt. 

The movie, resonating with the typ­
ical problems of high-school students, 
takes a turn toward ''teen flick" as the 

"Length: 113 min. 
~ated: per 13 
Our opinion: ** ~ .. 

• 

main characters face social issues, 
such as peer pressure, acceptance or 
rejection by cliques, and the disap­
proval of friends and family. Despite 
the movie's theme that states "the only 
person you need to be is yourself," the 
primary character, Sara, exemplifies a 
clifferent example. Throughout the 
movie, she attempts to "fit in" by cav­
ing under the pressUre of social obsta­
cles by' changing her entire being, 
including her style of dress, attitude, 
hobbies, habit of study, and manner of 
speech. What SOlt of message is this 
supposed to send' out to young people? 

TIle themes of the movie, along 
with costuming consisting of designer 
clothing worn by exceptionally good­
looking characters with blindingly 
white teeth, give it elements similar to 
"Beverly Hills 90210." The difference 
is that the setting of "Save the Last 
Dance" is portrayed as a supposed 
ghetto, and the specific issues involved 
in the movie are old and worn out 

If you are still convinced that this 
teen flick is a must-see, save your 
money and ·wait until it· comes out on 
video. Better yet, do yourself a favor 
and accept this suggestion: save your 
time on "Save the Last Dance." 

ALBUM REVIEW 

It's back t ,o , preschool 
on new Self alb m ' ~ 1\ 

BY EMILY UMBRIGHT 
... .. " ....... ....... ...... ............. ....... ......... ..... .. ....... . 

special to The Current 

Self is not a band that just plays 
with their instruments. On their 
album entitled "Gizmodgery,;' Matt 
Mahaffey and the rest of the band 
actually trade them in for something 
a bit out of the ordinary. The band 
bas always toyed with beats and spe­
cial effects, and Gizmodgery is no 
exception. It is mixture of break beats 
and catchy tunes backed by experi­
mental noise. 

Experi.riJentation is something on 
which Self prides themselves. 
Mahaffey formed the band in 
Murfreesboro, TN after putting 
together material for their debut 
album entitled "Subliminal Plastic 
Motives" in 1995. Mahaffey, who 
writes and plays most of the songs on 
the new album, bas always been one 
to blend hip-hop beats with indie pop 
guitar noise and Gizmodgery is no 
exception. All of the music on the 
alblUll is made with toys. That's 
right. Toys. By making legitimate, 
well-produced music using toys, 
Mahaffey indirectly pokes fun at 
bands that experiment with electron~ 
ic instruments by using toys to pro­
duce the same sounds. However, 
without the toys, Self, with their iron­
ic, happy-go-lucky sound, might 
sound like any · other band. 
Comparisons to Beck and Blur are 
obvious but, there are also traces of 
Weezer. 

The album begins with a song 
called ''1 am a Little Explosion." The 
intro comes on softly, with looped 
voices that seem to scream, "watch 
us make music without real instru­
ments." The song gets better as the 

I tempo picks up and forms a discp 
house-like beat. Yet with lyrics like 
"she's heavy metal/moshing in the 
moonlight," Self refuses to commit 
to any genre. 

Track five, entitled ''Trunk Fulla 
Amps' is a funky little ditty about 
1970s rock stars and their amps. Its 
Beck-like influence cannot be 
missed. Mahaffey keeps the seven­
ties as a theme running through the 
next song, which is reminiscent of 
the Beegees, entitled "Pattycake." 
The .childish rhythms created by the 
toys convey nostalgia for childhood., 
which in itself is ironic. 

Tracks seven, eight, and nine are 
probabJy !he best songs on the 
album. They ~ start out with typical 

Artist: .setf 
label: Spongebath 
Our opinioo: *** 

indie rock guitars. This is where 
Mahaffey's art comes alive. It is as if 
he has given up the novelty of play­
ing toys and actually begins to use 
them. The guitars actually sound 
real. The background noise sounds 
natural. The toys are forgotten and 
Self becomes themselves. These 
songs are more closely' aligned with 
songs like "Cannon" and "Superstar" 
on "Subliminal Plastic Motives," 

. because they contain Self's distinct 
fusion of rock and electronic music. 

The album winds down after a 
'cover of The Doobie Brothers' 
"What a Fool Believes." Track nine, 
titled "9 Lives," i~ a bit different from 
the other tracks (despite it~ 

Weezerish pop melody) just because 
it sounds slightly darker than the 
cheerful, quirky attitude that perme­
ates the rest of the ' album. 

. "Gizmodgery" ends with a 1950s 
heart-wrenching love ballad., fol­
lowed by an edited reprise of ''Trunk 
Fulla Amps." 

This album should not be over· 
looked. It is worth checking out if 
you are into energetic, funky, alterna­
tive pop. Not a bad effort for a band 
that rocks out with little gizmos. 

~ead phones litter landscape, restrict options 
, . 

,MARQUEE RAMBLINGS 

CATHERINE 
• 

N!ARQUIS-HOMEYER , , , 

H ave you noticed this too? 
The other day I was running 
a little late on my way to 

work, and decided I'd better stop and 
let my boss know I'd be late. Since I 
don' t have a cell phone, I pulled over 
to use a pay phone. But when I got 
out to use the phone, I found that the 
coin · slot waS blocked-the phone 
didn't work at all. 

I got back in my car, drove a little 
further and stopped at the next pay 
phone-same thing. TWo phones 
later I found a functional one, but the 
experience was unsettling. While I · 
had encountered a few non-function-

al public phones before, it wasn't as 
extensive as this time. Why are there 
so many dead phones? 

Of course, most of you would say 
"why don't you have a cell phone 
like everyone else?" Well, I have a 
pager so people can reach me, but 
until now I didn't think I really need­
ed a cell phone-I don't talk on the 
phone all that much and those argu­
ments 'about having one foremer­
gencies never really seemed con­
vincing to me-since I could always 
just use a pay phone. Until now. 

Recently, the local paper ran an 
article about the vanishing of the 

phone booth, and how it had been 
such a useful prop to movie makers 
and even a cultural icon-think 
Superman-it was a shame to see it 
go. But the still-visible but increas­
ingly non-functional public phone is 
more insidious. change, since the 
phones are physically still there. 

What if my phone call had really 
been an emergency? Sure,. there's 
often someone around with a cell 
phone, but what if there wasn't, at 
my phone had been damaged in a 
wreck or the battery was dead? • 

There are a lot of "what ifs," but 
the point is that what appeared to be 

another option-that pay phone­
might really be an illusion. I . like to 
have lots of options--even if I 
already had a cell phone, a function­
al public phone would be a good 
thing, too. 

lf public phones really do disap­
pear, and .they might with the 
increasing popularity of cell phones, 
I'd be more or less forced to get a 
cell phone, because then you really 
would have to have one for emer­
gencies. Is this a good t:hiJ:ig? I like to 
have lots of choices, and every stu­
dent knows that when money is' 
tight, you have to make some tough 

choices about how you spend your 
money. Some might choose to get a 
cell phone and forego a phone in 
their apartment or some might go 
with the cheaper home phone and 
just chance it with the remaining 
working pay phones. But hy 
should we have to give up this other 
option? 

I guess 1'm going shopping for a 
product I don't want and on which 
r d rather not spend my money. 
Another "necessity" to drain my 
paycheck. Welcome to the modem 
free market. 
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ALBUM REVIEW 

Flint sparks 
hot new album 

BY CHARLIE BRIGHT 
... .. _ ....... ... ~ ..... , ... . ~ ...... .... -... . 
staff writer 

''The Shuffleboard Queens" is an 
. album from one of the most creative · 

to: . and broadly talented artists I've 
heard lately. Deirdre Hint's songs 
reminded me of every girl I liked in 
high school, the ones with a great 
sense of humor and no pretenses. A 
distinct folk beat connects the songs 
well, unified' also by their comic 
look at the life of a single woman. 

My favorite song was ''The Boob 
Fairy," about a sprite. that goes from 
home to home granting breasts to 
budding girls. She explains .that "the 
boob fairy never came for me." In 
the middle of the song there is a dis­
course' with the audience wherein 
she asks everyone to sing the refrain 
with her. She even invites "full-fig­
ured" audience members to change 

tl the lyrics to ''The boob fairy would­
n't let me be," and men to lament the 
missing pectoral or hair fairy, or 
"maybe some ' other fairy you just 
want to mumble about." 

The other songs share the same 
good-natured and laugh-at-yourself 
outlook at life's foibles . I sang along 
to several when she asked, was still 
laughing out loud the third time I lis­
tened through the album. This brings 
me to my single greatest endorse­
ment of the CD: when it finished, I 
staJted it over again from the begin­
ning. There are subtleties in every 
song that I fOlmd I would pick up on 

F-BALL, from page 5 

The ball itself will undergo 
changes as well. Rather than using a 
traditional leather football, the league 
will use a Throton--an aerodynamic 
rubber football, which should better 
augment the passing nature of the 
league. 

Play is every 
Wednesday night 
starting Jan. 31, with 
games starting at 
7:00 pm. The last 
game will start at 
10:00 p.m. Sign-up 
sheets are available 
in the Recreational Sports office of 
MarkTw~. 

Other events coordinated by Rec 
Sports include the spring coed vol­
leyballleague, which starts Jan. 29. 
Teams should have at least three men 

Artist: Deirdre Flint 
Our opinion: **** 

when I listened a second time. 
What impressed me abbut 

Deirdre Flint most was that her 
songs had both serious and comic 
elements. The album's namesake, 
''The Shuffleboard Queens," is a 
deep and moving song to a good 
friend lost long ago, Other songs like 
"Tinman" and "Marrow of My 
Bone" are pleas for earnest change, 
while "Fishlands" is a first-person 
story from a fish's perspective. 

Thirteen clever and deep songs 
make ''The Shuffleboard Queens" 
an album for anyone who likes satir­
ical music (Barenaked Ladies, The 
Dr. Demento Show) or folk, and 
everyone with a sense of humor. 

and women on their roster. 
Basketball will also start this month. 
with lea"oue play for both men and 
women beginning Jan. 20. For those 
who rather not exert themselves on 
the hard courts of Riverman Hall, 

UMSL and Rec 
Sports will sponsor 
a bargain bowling 
league at the North 
Oaks Bowl 7125 
Natural Bridge 
Road, every 
Wednesday starting 
Jan. 31 at 3:00 p.m. . 

and running through 4:30. 
"Our main goal in Rec Sports is 

to offer something for everyone," 
said Steinmetz. "No matter who 
walks through those doors,' they 
should have something to do." 

71te Current 

FILM REVIEW 

'Thirteen Days' captures ·essence 
of Cuban Missile 'Crisis events· 

TIM THOMPSON 
.~ .... , ........... ... .... ~ ................... .... .. " ... ....... :. 

staff writer 

During the last two weeks of 
October 1962, the entire world stood 
on the brink of thermo-nuclear global 
war. It was a time that nobody who 
ever lived through would ever be able 
to forget. It was a showdown between 
the United States and the Soviet Union 
called the Cuban Missile Crisis and 
almost ended in armageddon. 

Roger Donaldson has captured the 
essence of that historical event in the 
film "Thirteen Days," which stars 
Kevin Costner. 

In the film, Costner plays Kenny 
O'Donnell, who was a special assis­
tant to the preSident at the time, John F. 
Kennedy, played · by Bruce 
Greenwood. 

Costner does a very good job por­
traying "Kenny. His mannerisms · were 
definitely well researched, and the . 
vital role he played ill protecting JFK 
from both the press and the military is 
vividly displayed. 

Bruce Greenwood' also does a fine 
job with his pcirtrayal of JFK. The late 
president's manner of speaking and 
wit were 'very well researched. Also, 
the chronic back pain that J.F.K. suf­
fered as a result of a w.w.n injury is 
detailed. In fact, ope scene shows 
J.F.K. downing several pills to try and 
temper the pain. In other scenes, the 
former president is wincing as he goes 
to sit in his rocking chair, which was 
specially designed to relieve much of 
the pain. 

Attorney General Robert F. 
Kennedy is very accurately portrayed 
by actor Steven Culp. He was able to 
get the accent down perfectly, and he 
did a nice job imitating the manner in 
which R.F.K would stand with his 
arms always crossed in front of him. 
R.F.K. also had a habit of rolling his 
shirt sleeves all the way up to his 
elbows, and this was also accurately 
depicted. 

The story line is astutely 
researched, and Donaldson does a 
remarkable job capturing the fear, sus­
pense, and madness of the Cuban 
Missile C ... 

Donaldson also seems to hint at the 
possibility of the militaries of both the 
United States and the Soviet Union, 
pushing their respective nations 
toward war while civilian leaders were 
working feverishly to prevent it. This 
creates a very unique situation in. the 
movie, because it shows that the 
Cubilll Missile Crisis was not only a 

Photo courtesy of New line CiIJeTTUl 

In "Thirteen Days," Kevin Costner plays Kenny O'Donnell, the spe­
cial assistant to President John F. Kennedy who played a vital role 
in protecting JFK from both the press and the military. 

~~. ~ ;'~ ~; ;-~'~.~~:~ 
l '.: ~A.. ~_A. •• _ ~ 

Length: 140 min. 
Rated: PG-13 
Our opinion: **** 

face-off between two superpowers 
. but also a struggle be1ween VlIllOti 

opposing forces· ithin each country. 
The only critique I have about the 

movie is that you do not get the chance 
to see what is going on behind the 
scenes in the Soviet Union during the 
crisis. Many historians have conclud­
ed that Soviet military officials and 
Communi~t hard-liners were pulling 
Premier Khruschev's strings and push-

ing him toward war. Recent historical 
evidence lends weight to that possibil­
ity. It would have been refreshing to 
see that explored in the film. 

In spite of this, the film accurately 
portrays the major players during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, at lea~t on the 
U.S. side, and captures the true magni­
tude of the situation. I concur with the 
logan d in the ad c mplelelf." 

Until you see this film, you will never 
know how clm:" the world came to 
nuclear "",ur. 

I do not want to tell you every­
thing that happens in the movie, 
because it will obviously spoil it, but I 
can say that it is well worth your time 
;md money. 
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.R-women 
play hard, 
lose in or 

BY DAVE KINWORTHY 
",,. .. ......... .... ....... . 

staff editor 

The RiverWomen's basketball 
team faced an uphill battle with the 
No. 16 team in the nation in 
Southern Indiana, but UMSL 
proved that they belong among the 
elite as !be Riverwomen fell to 
Sou!bem Indiana in double over-

. time 99-76. 
In the first.half the Riverwomen 

trailed by as much as 14-25, but 
went on a 14-5 run to close the mar­
gin to 34-28 heading into half-time. 

In the second half, the 
Riverwomen canle out firing as 
two-field goals by senior Tanisha 
Albert and a pair of free throws by 
Christy Lane tied the score at 34-34 
only 1:29 into the second half. 

The score changed hands the 
remainder of the second half, with . 
onIy 1:45 remaining in the contest, • 
Lynette Wellen sank a field goal to 
give the Riverwomen the lead 62-
59. But with only 19 remaining in 
the game and tbe score in the 
Riverwomen 's favor at 64-61, 
Natalie Glaser of Southem Indiana 
hit a three-pointer to send the game 
into overtime. In the second half 
alone, UMSL outscOl'ed Southern 
Indiana 36-30 and shot 47 percent 
from the field in that time span. 

UMSL traded baskets with 
Southern Indiana and went into the 
second overtinle tied at 73-,73 .. 

In the second overtime, 
Southern Indiana recorded 13 . 
unanswered points until the 
Ri verwomen scored their first point 
2: 19 into the second overtime. 
Southern Indiana then went on a 
26-3 run to end the Riverwomen's 
thoughts of an upset. 

UMSL was out-rebounded in 
the second overtime 5-1 , while 
Southern Indiana shot 60% from 
the field in the two oveltimes. 

The Riverwomen were paced 
four players who scored in double 
digits. Albert recorded 26 points 
while Wellen had 15 points, eight 
rebounds and seven steals. Brittney 
Dowell and Lane had 13 and 10 
point, respectively . 

Coming off the loss to Southem 
Indiana, the Ri verwoIDen rebound­
ed to defeat Sc Joseph's on the road! 
78-68 and moved their record to 4-
4 in the Great Lakes Valley .... 
Conference and 8-6 overall. 

The Riverwomen will play 
Indianapolis at home Jan. 25 and 
Northern Kentucky on Jan. 27 in 
heated GLVC match-ups. 

Are you ready for Vaentine's Day? 
Did·you realize it ,was coming up? 

Do you even know what day it's on? 

. If you answered "no" to any of these questions, don't worry. The Current has got you covered. 

On Monday, Feb. 5 along with your normal issue of The Current newspaper, you'll find a special pUll-out section 
designed to help you make the best of your Valentine's Day. There will be reviews of local restaurants, movies and a list 
of places to go and things to do. And for those of you who are bitterly against Valentine's Day, we even have a few 
pages for you. 

Don't have a date? No problem! There's going to be a whole stew of personal advertisements from people on campus. 
You can even pLace your own if you want and they're free. Look for boxes around the Millenium Student Center and 
drop one in. That's it. . 

So don't let Vale'ntine's Day get you down. We've done the work for you. For more info call The Current at 516·5316. 

JJapPIJ Va!en 
, 
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This 'George' was 
· . d-tnaugurate -. more 
than ·200 years ago 
'0 n Jan. 20, 2001 , George W 

Bush was sworn in as the 
43rd president of the United 

States. In the spillt of this event, I 
think it is fitting to talk about the very . 
first president of our great country. 

The date was April 30, 1789. The 
place was the Federal Hall in New 
York City. An estimated crowd of 
nearly 10,000 people waved their hats 
and cheered. Simultaneously, 13 can­
nons fired several ordinances ill a 
dynamic salute. With 
a ctisplay of confi­
dence, a 57-year-old 
man began walking 
toward a small plat­
fonn. He was an 
imposing figure, 
standing nearly 6 feet, 
4 inches in neight. His 
name was George 
Wa~hington. 

Washington gained invaluable 
combat experience in the French and 
Indian War. He also gained an astute 
understanding of logistics and devel­
oped outstanding organizational skills. 
He would put all of these to very good 
use during America's snuggle for 
independence against the Blitish. 

In the summer of 1775, when that 
struggle began, Washington was unan­
imously elected commander in chief 
of the Continental Army. 'vVithin two 

short years, he suc­

When the swearing 
in ceremonies con­
cluded, he became the 

TIM THOMPSON 

ceeded in turning an 
untrained, unskilled, 
rambunctious mob 
squad into a formida­
ble fighting force with 
several elite units such 
as Morgan's 
Fldlemen, a regiment 
which inflicted cata­
strophic losses upon 
the British at the cru­
cial battle of Saratoga. 

first president of the United States . 
Since then, he ha.,; come to be known 
as the "father of his country." 

His story is truly amazing. 
George Washington was bom in 

Westmoreland County, Virginia, on 
Feb. 22, 1732. He received an infor­
mal education from his father and 
half-brother Lawrence. Eady on, the 
young Washington took a liking to 
mathematics, which he proficiently 
used to survey lands of the Ohio River 
Valley. He became such an accom­
plished surveyor that when he was just 
17, he was appointed surveyor of 
Culpeper County, Virginia. This 
would be the first public office 
Washington would hold. 

Washington 's militlry career com­
menced in 1752, when he was 
appointed adjutant of the southem dis­
trict of VIrginia. Tnree years later, the 
French and Indian War broke out., and 
he was made commander of all colo­
nial troops in VIrginia, achieving the 
rank of colonel. 

In 1758, he commanded a VIrginia 
regiment that wre: ted control of Fort 
Duquesne on the Ohio River from the 
French. It was a great victory that 
brought the young man much adula­
tion. 

After America's 
bid for independence drew to a suc­
cessful conclusion m 1783, 
Washington presided over the 
Continental COllgreSl) that was labor­
ing hard to forge a unified nation. 

Worn out by endless service to his 
country, Washington looked forward 
to retirement at his home in Mount 
Vernon once a new government had 
been established. Political in-fighting 
and endless turmoil threatened to tear 
the new nation apart, however. 
Someone with exceptional leadership 
qualities was urgently needed to bring 
the warring factions together, and pre-
vent disa~ter. . 

Amelica., once "gain, turned its 
eyes to George Waslllilgton. 

Driven by a sense of duty, he 
undertook the odice of presidency of 
the United States in 17 9. serving 
onsecutive four-yC-ilI terms. During' 

his tenure, Washington tabilized the 
American ecouomy, while normaliz­
ing relations with Great Britain. He 
also laid the framework for future US 
president~: 

Upon his death in 1799, George 
Washington was eulogized with tIle 
woreb, "First in War, first in Peace, . 
and fu'St in the hearts of his country-. 
men." 

WW'ti. spnngbreak. sopadre.com 
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'An-'t' • --- -es Road Show' to Iqu _ _ _ _ . 
highlight 'Mercantile Library 

!;IY TIM THOMPSON 
·-.. .. ·· .. .. .. ··· .... ;t~jji .. ;,'-it;;. ·· ............... ... .. 

On Jan. 22, the Mercantile 
Library at UMSL will be featured 
on 'The Antiques Road Show," a 
weekly production of WGBH, a 
public television affiliate out of 
Boston. The show ""ill air at 6 p.m. 
on KETC Channe19. 

The . M ercantile Library's fine 
collection of rare Amaricana prints 
on steamboats and the Mississippi 
River will be one of the major 
focuses of the program. 

Some of these rare works 
include: Karl Bodmer's watercolor 
prints of life along the Mississippi 
and Missouri Rivers, and George 
Katlin 's paintings of Native 
Americans, as well as the first 
known painting of the city of St 
Louis, completed in 1832. 

John Hoover, the director of the 
Mercantile Library, wrote the script 
for the piece. 'We are very pleased 
to be a part of 'The Antiques Road 
Show' and it comes at a very good 
time," Hoover said. "The national 
exposure will be a very good thing 
for the University." 

Darren BruneI The CII"1'Iml 

On Jan. 22, the Mercantile Library at UMSL will be featured on I'The Antiques Road Show" on 
PBS. The library's collection of rare Amaricana prints on steamboats and the Mississippi River will 
be one of the major focuses of the program. 

Last summer, ''The Antiques 
Road Show" visited many historical 
sites in the SI. Louis area, and 
became very interested in the 
Mississippi River and much of the 
history attached to it. They were 
especially. fascinated by river travel, 
specifically steamboats. 

The Mercantile Library has an 
extensive collection of artifacts con-

nected with steamboats. These 
include numerous models, paint­
ings, as well as an authentic pilot 
wheel. It was a perfect place from 
which to film the upcoming episode. 

Aug. 4, 2000, the crew from 
'The Antiques Road Show" arrived 
at UMSL, and began filming from 
the backdrop of the aforementioned 
pilot wheel, eventually moving 
down into the atrium. 

Don Cresswell, a member of the 
Mercantile Library's National 

Board, and a world-reknowned 
expert on art, narrated the whole 
project. He . has worked with the 
Mercantile Library on numerous 
occasions in the past., and is also the 
director of the Philadelphia Print 
Shop, which sells historical maps 
and prints to museums throughout 
the world. 

"I really like the Mercantile 
Library, and admire the collections 
it contains," Cresswell said. 
"Frankly, I believe that it to be one 

of the finest libraries in the US. I 
was happy that we filmed there." 

John Hoover was also very 
pleased with how things worked 
out. 'We were all real glad to have 
Don," Hoover said. "The crew 
began filming at noon and contin­
ued until six that evening, they cov­
ered a considerable amount of mate­
rial." 

If you are unable to see the pro­
gram on Jan. 22, it will air several 
times during the week. 

SABC budget deadlines pushed bacK 
BY STEVE VA.LKO 

.. ... "" .. .. :~Uljj ;;;;:;i;;" ' '' ' ........... ..... .. 

Budgets for student organizations 
across the U1v1SL campus were to be 
submitted to the Student Activities 
Budget Committee on Jan. 12, by 5 
p.m. Howe er, a funny thing kept 
reoccurring before the date. 

'The 1bursday of the 11th, a rep­
resentative of one or more of the stu­
dent organizations said that at one of 
the budget preparation workshops, a 
public announcement was made say­
ing that the 19th was the deadline for 
submi ·ion. And the woman who did 
the workshops was not at work 
Thursday [11th] or Friday [12th] for 
me to verify it did oocur. So to be 
completely fair to everybody, I decid­
ed to exten-d the deadline until 19th," 
said Rick Blanton, co-chair of the 

~'--

SABC. 
Blanton said that the budget work­

shops were held five times during the 
fall semester at different times to help 
accommodate the busy lives of the 
students. At one of those meetings the 
misinfonnation "vas said to take 
place. 

'lt was brought to our attention 
that at one of those workshops. there 
was a probability that the workshop 

. facilitator said the 19th is when [the 
budgets) are due, even though inside 
the budget materials we had printed 
Friday the 12th." 

Blanton noted that after talking 
with the workshop facilitator, sb.e 
couldn't remember saying the dead­
line was the 19th. 

"She said she had a questiQn about 
the fact that 12th is at a time when we 
don't have classes," said Blanton. 

America's Leader in Student Travel 

T. r(i)~®6Bn L------4Costa Riea 

Starting at 

$749 
Prices based 00 6 persoo occupancy at the Hotel Montezuma. Package indudes round-trip airlare. 7 ni!jlt 
accommodation, bus to coast. airport ttanstecs. Rates do not include departure lax. Subject to availability. 

Trips depart 00 Sundays starting on Feb. 25, 2001 .. The last departure is March 25, 2001. 

565 Melville 
314-721-7779 

counciltravel.com 

Ayo Olson, comptroller of the 
Student Government Association, 
also confirmed that a large number of 
student organizations called the 
SABC to say that they thought the 
deadline was said to be Dec. 19. 

Blanton aIso noted that the 12th 
falling on a day that classes aren't in 
session .was also a factor in why he 
changed that deadline. 

Olson acknowledged this problem 
by saying, '1t was real disheartening 
to see the students take off from their 
holiday break: to come in and wOrk on 
their budget" 

Blanton also said that !i.e wasn't 
pleased with the deadline issue, since 
the groups were given the budget 
packets Nov. 7, 2000. 

',[The student organizations] could 
have turned [their budgets] on Dec. 1, 
they bad them so early. So it didn't sit 

well with me that someone would 
come in on Jan. 11, saying that 'we 
don't have [our budget] done in time 
because class wasn't in session,' when 
they've had the budget material for 
quite some time," Blanton said. 

The SABC is made up of 11 stu­
dents, and is responsible for allocating 

. student activity fees to student organi­
zations. They collect budgets and 
interview the organizations to make 
sure the dispersal is proper. Blanton 
noted that the total student activity 
fees collected would be around 
$500,000. 

Blanton said SABC members do 
most of their work between 
December and May, since budget 
deliberations with the various student 
organizations occur during this time 
frame. 

. FREE TEST, with immediate results. 

detects pregnclncy 10 dc1YS after it begins . 

. PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING Ii. ASSISTANCE. 

All services c1re free "nd conficienti<li. 

Pregnant? 

.' , 
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··UM-St. · Louis student~, faculty and staff: ' 
Classlfieds are fREE!! 

CL.ASSIFIED 
RATES 

(314) 
516·5316 

Otberwise, classified adt.'edising is $10 Jar 40 words or less il1 straigbt text Jonnat. Bold al.ld CAPS letters aTe free. All 
dassifieds must be prepaid b)' cbeck, mane), order or credit card Deadline is Thursday at 3 p.m. pr~or to publication. 

. http://thecurrentonline.comads@thecurrentonline.com 

. Help Wanted 

Graduate Research 
Assistant Needed 

Immediately 
A graduate research assistant 
(GRA) is needed at the Barnes l 

College of Nursing. The appli­
cant must be a Masters level . 

student at UM-St. Louis . 
Responsibilities of the GRA 

. will be to assist .in the 
recruitment of subjects as 

.. 
well as to monitor/supervise 
exercise sessions for partici­
pants in a, nursing research 
study. For more information 
call Dr, Anne Fish at (314) 

516-7077 or email at 
fisha@msx.umsl.edu 

Local Branch of 
International Firm 

needs part-time positions 
filled. $12.50 Base-appt. 

Customer Svc Retail Sales. 
Flex-time scheduling, 10-35 
Hours per week available. 

100 Corporate Scholarships. 
All majors may apply. 

Call 822-0009. 
www.workforstudents.com 

Graders/TUtors Wanted 
1 " 

A west wunty Mathematics 
and Reading learning center is 

hiring part-time 
graders/tutors helping chil­
dren ages to.15. We.-ofJer 
flexible schedules, fun and 
rewarding working environ-
ment. Interested candidates 

please caH 636-537-5522 
E-mail: jchan@fnmail.com 

Internet Marketing 
Assistant 

Our company is hiring three 
internet marketers to pro­

mote our family of websites. 
Candidates must have an 

excellent understanding of 
the internet and feel comfort­

able in business situations. 
This is a work-at-home posi­
tion. If interested, please 

contact David Garthe at 
david@connectme.com . 

$650.00 WEEKLY 
working from bome 

FT /PT, no expo necessary, 
business expansion requires 

new help, will provide 
. training, great opportunities, 

act fast, rush $3.00/ 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: Shelton & 

Associates C. O. R. Brower 
2811 Juniata st. 

St. Louis, MO 63118 

Advertising salesperson 
e\ Do you have an interest in 

business and lor graphic 
design? Gain valuable work­
experience on campus and 

g~t paid for it. If interested, 
please call Tom at 51'6-5316. 

Department of Art and 
Art History -

is looking fot a person to 
advise students in the 

Bachelor of Fine Arts pro­
gram. Applicant must have 

t completed a minimu# 48 
'.. cr. hr. in studio art classes. 

Computer skills helpful but 
not necessary. Advisor 

training will be provided. 
Workloac;l consists of 15 speci-
. fied weeks, 20 hr. per week 

spread over the academic 
year and pays $4000.00. 
Interested persons please 
contact Debra Cottman, 
Secretary, 201 fine Arts 

Bldg., 516-6967 

Housekeeper 
16-:20 hours per week. 

Includes house-cleaning, 
laundry, ironing,cooking, 

computer data entry. 
S 15 per hour. Creve Coeur. 

Call 314- 576-0024 

Household furniture: 
sofa sleeper, .sectional sofa 

chair, kitchen table and 
chairs, cocktail tal;>les. 

ReasOnable, 314-739-4885 
after 6 pm. 

1 Tanning Bed 
Local tanning salon is closing. 
Bed is only two years old and 

all bulbs were replaced 
. recently. Works great. 

Normallv $2500, buyer pays 
$1500: Free shipping. 

If interested call 
Karen @ (636) 456-7831 

'90 Mercury Grand 
Marquis 

4-door, loaded, in excellent 
mechanical condition, excel­

lent interior and exterior, 
99,000 miles. Blue Book retail 

value is $3,971. 
Call 516-6138 

Two bedroom 
OalCflodrs ana mlllwork .­

Screened in porch, carport 
and garage . All appliances. 

Backs to park. Walkout 
basement. Immaculate 

condition, All in "friendly 
Ferguson. " 

Call 314-496-6960. 

'89 Cavalier 
Black with gray interior. 

. AM/FM Cassette, air cond, 
cruise, fold-down back seat, 

front-wheel drive. Tires, 
alternator, battery 2 yrs old. 

NEW catalytic converter, 
muffler, fuel filter, EGR 

valve. Maintenance records. 
Perfect for college or high 

school student. Leave 
message at 

(217) 496-2482 

Pepsi Soda Machine 
(but put whatever 

you want in it) 
Perfect for small or large 
businesses. Works fine, no 

problems. Holds almost two 
cases of seven different 

kinds of soda. Free shipping. 
If interested, call 

Karen @ (636) 456-7831 

1992 Ford F·150 XLT 
V8, 5.8 Liter, Automatic 
Trans., 2 wheel drive, 

52,xxx miles, Optional fuel 
tank, AIC, Cruise Control, 

AM/FM Cassette Stereo, 
Running Boards. $9,500. Call 

Shauna (314) 324-7137 

Autos for Sale 
Buy police impounds. 

Cars from $500. All makes 
& models available. 

For listings call 800-719-3001 
ext. CZ13. 

Adobe Photoshop 4.0 
for PC 

Opened only once to check 
contents. Greatest design 
software ever. Wonderful 
Christmas idea for that 

graphiC designer. $80 OBO 
Call Tom 739-0711 ,. 

1988 Grand Am 2 dr 
cold air, 4 cyl, 5 speed, runs 

and looks great, blue with 
blue int., state safety inspec­

tion,' $1200 obo, 427-7548 

'92 GEO STORM GSI 
4-Cyl. 1.6 Liter,S Spd, 

100,500 Miles, A/C, AM/FM 
Stereo Cassette, Driver's Air 

Bag, ps/pb, alloy wheels, rear 
spoiler, white exterior with , 
unique body customizing. 
Excellent condition. Looks 

sharp. Clean interior. 
New tires. Ask for S2500/best 
offer (314) 426-5963. Hurry 

up, don't miss this great deal. 

Blk/Wht Female 
Roommate Wanted 
CWE Condo, 2 Levels 

3 Bdr. 3 Bth. ASAP Nov /00 
·335 + Util. 567-2052 

Room For Rent 
190 N. Florissant Rd. Bus 

stops right in front of house, 
both ways. Room for rent, all 

utilities $200.00 839-1470. 

Services 

Raise $1600.$7000 + Get 
Free Caps, T·Shirts & 

Phone Cards! 
This one-week fund raiser 

requires no investment and a 
small amount of. time from 
you or your club. Qualified 
callers receive a free gift 

just for calling. Call today at 
1-800-808-7442 X. 80. 

eBookescape.com 
gives you an opportunity to 

post the resale of your books 
online. Reasons to use 

eBookescape. com: Increase 
your chances for resale, You 

determine the prices, no long 
lines, hassle-free sales. • Just log on and save! 

Get a Personals ad 
FREE!!! 

Personals are free to stu­
dents, faculty and staff. Put 
in whatever you want~ Trying 
to meet people? Maybe you 
have a special message for 

someone specific? Whatever 
you want. Call 516-5316 for 

more information. 

Dana, 
I am so sorry. I was so drunk. 

Koala Bear 

Valentine's Day 
Look for info in coming issues 

of The Current about our 
Valentine pUll-out section and 

how you can get your oWn 
personalized message in it. 

Jackie Sarris 
You look more and more like 

Julia Ormond every day . 
I love Julia Ormond. 

-Josh 

Loo\< ,1HAT GIRL 
IS WEMZJNG A 
"SMV R f s" 

1- sHIRL 

WELL ... ALL 

BuT iH AT 

"VAN li'1''' GU Y. 

WOLFE, from page 4 

1HINK ABouT IT, f\-\ty'Rf 
ALL EMflbYEe s of 11-iE 
SrAit:, EAC.H GIvEN. "JoG'S 
AND EXPECfED 10 \NaRK 
FoR 1HE BEN f FI f of 1HE 
EN'fIRE VI ~LAGE.·· you 
iHINK IT WAS 
COINCIDENCe PA1'A 
5MURF WAS 
RE.D AND 

LOoKeD 
LlKE LENIN? 

HMM, HouJ 
'Do I 'PuT 
l'H I ~? 
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ment may not be their first priority at 
all times. The proposed constitution 
does not recognize this fact of life on 
a primarily (om muter campus. 

Fourth, transfer and new students 
will not be represented in the 
Assembly, since at-large representa­
tives are chosen during the winter 
semester. Also, there is no procedure 
to fill any vacant at-large representa-. 
tive seats that may open over the 
summer, 

Fifth, the procedure for electing 
the SGA officers and the new. 
Assembly is not outlined in the pro­
posed constitution. While the terms 
of the offices are stated in the pro­
posed constitution, the election com-

mittee can change the procedures 
each year depending upon its whims. 
This could lead to corruption in the 
election process. 

Before the Oct. 24 SGA meeting, I 
submitted a number of amendments 
that would help correct some of the 
problems. However, at the Nov. 14 
meeting, my amendments were not 
presented to the Assembly. This vio­
lated my right as a graduate school 
representative. This also tells me and 
the student body that the SGA offi­
cers want no dissent on this constitu­
tion. 

This election is being handled in a 
questionable way. The first public 
announcement of this election came 

/take a. 
y I 

)/eLr feayS 

by a message from SGA President 
Ryan Conner on The Current's web 
forum on Jan . 18, with students vot­
ing on Jan. 23. This does not allow 
the student body time to study and 

. debate the merits of the proposed 
constitution, 

Having the polls open only one 
day is not standard procedure for 
SGA elections. Since many students 
attend classes only Monday­
Wednesday-Friday or Tuesday- · 
Thursday, some students will not be . 
given an opportunity to voice their· 
opinion. This strategy was planned . 
purposely by the SGA (and probably 
with the support of some UMSL 
administrators) who want to See this 
constitution passed without dissent. 

Students, please don' t be apathetic " 
this time. Study the draft constitution . 
and decide for yourself After reading , 
the document. I hope that you agree 
that this proposed constitution will 
take away students ' righl'i to govern 
themselves. Vote no on this proposed 
constitution. If this new constitution , 
is passed, our student rights will con- : 
tinue to be taken away. What is next: 
maybe censorship of The Current or 
background checks of all students? 

--Steven Wolfe 

When I finally did find that unfor­
tunate person, I was so upset and excit­
ed that I said, "I got this letter yester­
day, it was mailed in Thursday and 
says that I can't gradu?te, even though 
I have my cap and gown and tickets." 

He then explained that this was just 
a test and that once I took the test, my 
diploma would be mailed to me, but 
that I would be allowed to walk in the 
ceremony. 

OK, so I could finally breathe. I 
knew I would not disappoint my fam­
ily and that I would at least graduate in 
the fomlal sense. 

But let me say, that was quite a 
dilly trick to play just before gradua­
tion. 

Begin Your Job Search Now! 

\j(egiS+e"f L)i+'-" Ca.. "fee:r Se'Y\fiCes! 
• On Campus Interviews Begin In February 
• Internships & Co-ops 

• Jobs After Graduation 
• Expore Your Career Options 
• Career Coaching & Job Skills Workshop~ 
• WebJobListings ·WebResumeBook 
• WebRegistration 

Career Service's 
327 Millennium Student Center 

www.umsl.eduldepis/career 314-516-5111 
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,Police investigate 
'reported Meado\Ns 
.apartment break·in 

BY IF'HASH AD PITTMAN 
... · .. · · · ·· · · · ·· ··";t'dJj;~;~,te;: ·· · · 

An UMSL student and University 
Meadows resident reported on Dec. 2 
that an unknown male in her apart­
ment woke her up by ejaculating on 
her. 

After returning home from a night 
club with friends, the student reported 
that she came home about 3 a.m. and 
Went to sleep. Shortly thereafter, she 
woke up with the suspect standing 
over her and ejaculating on her face 
and head, she said. After she woke up 
and asked him what wa, he doing in 

. her apartment, he fled, the police 
repOlt stated. 

The student told police that she 
didn't know how the suspect got into 
the apartment because the doors were 
locked before she went to sleep, the 
report stated. 

She also told UMSL police that 
money and her driver 's license were 
missing from her wallet 

"We found no evidence of there 
being a break-in," said Captain James 
Smalley of UMSL police. 

A few days into the investigation, 
the student stopped cooperating with 
police, Smalley said, adding that she 
signed papers not to prosecute the sus­
pect 

"Once you have a victim that does­
n't want to cooperate, it's to no avail" 
to continue the investigation, he said. 
'You need that person's cooperation." 

Smalley said that there's no way to 
know if the suspect is an UtvfSL stu­
dent, especially with· the constant flow 
of traffic in and out of the Meadows. 

Although apmtment break-ins at 
the Meadows are rare. numerous car 
break-ins involving petty theft have 
plagued the complex tlu'oughout the 
school year. 

A Meadows resident and UMSL 
student reported on Nov. 5 that her 
vehicle was damaged and that her 
radio and compact disc player were 
stolen. On that same day, another 
Meadows resident repOlted his CD 
player, speakers, anlplifier, and a bag 
containing personal possessions stolen 
a~ well. 

In October, another car break-in 
involving a CD player and CDs were 
reported stolen from a car in the 
Meadows. That same day, an attempt-

. ed car break-in was reported by a stu­
dent. Another incident in September 
involved an attempted theft of a front­
end bra car cover. 

Smalley said that the car break-ins 
were probably committed by "out­
siders" who were looking for items 
that would be a "quick sale" out on the 
street. 

He advised residents to conceal 
items in their cars, be aware of suspi­
cious-looking people. and call police if 
they witness any crimes being COlll­

mitted. 
"We can be anywhere on campus 

in th ree to four minutes," he said. 
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agreement calls for co-leadership in 
all positions, such as committee 
chairs and vice-chairs, as well as the 
head of the Senate, the president pro­
tempore. Senators Ed Quick CD) and 
Peter Kinder (R) were elected to 
serve as co-president pro-tempore on 
Jan. 3. 

Governor-elect Holden was inau­
gurated on Jan. 8, as were the rest of 
the executive officers . A grand cele-

. bration and ball followed the inaugu­
ration ceremonies. Since that time 
there has been little activity in the 
legislature, because the executive 
officers are acquainting themselves 
with their new duties, and over 40 
new legislatures are becoming accus­
tomed to their new jobs. This is the 
fIrst of two sessions for this new leg­
islature: the first session is in 200 I 

T 

and the second session is in 2002. 
Some of the i~ ~ues we intend on 

lobbying are the adoption of the fed­
eral statute of allowing 18-year old 
jurors, opposition to FERPA, contin­
ued effOlts on English pI'oficiencYi 
making absentee voting ea,ier for 
students, tenant-landlord relations, 
the tobacco settlement money, the 
Ulvl-system budget, as well as a vari­
ety of other issue ranging from hate 
crime to graduate health care legisla­
tion. 

Hopefully, next week I will be 
able to provide greater details of the 
progression regarding these issues. It 
is a pleasure to serve you as a student 
representative in the Mi 'souri 
Legislature. If you need to contact 
me, please call l-573-882-270l", or e­
mail me at Hyperconjugate @go.com. 

cJlt.e Current 

Sponsoring charter schools 
can be difficult balancing act 

BY RHASHAD PITTMAN 

staff writer 

Although they may benefit hun­
dreds of parents and elementary stu­
dents throughout St. Louis city, 
UMSL-sponsored charter schools 
may put a "financial burden" on the 
university's budget, 

Sponsoring chmier schools has 
potential to be very costly to the 
University without financial assis­
tance from the state ""ith such cost 
as reviewing 3- to 4-inch-thick 
charter applications, sponsoring 
future charter school field trips to 
the University, and numerous other 
activities, said Bob Samples, direc­
tor of University Communications. 

Samples said that U1vISL is not 
cWTently reviewing applications 
until the state determines if it will 
provide funding for sponsors. 
UMSL's main objective, Samples 
said, is to try to prevent charter 
schools from putting a burden on 
the campus budget. 

U1vI.SL presently sponsors two 
charter schools, the St.· Louis 

.' Charter school, 5279 Fyler Ave., 
and Thurgood Marshall Academy, 
4300 Goodfellow Blvd. Both 
schools opened last fall with a com­
bined enrollment of over 800 stu­
dents in grades K-6, Samples said. 

Harris Stowe College, St Louis 
Commwlity College, the St. Louis 
Board of Education, and Southeast 
Missouri State are also currently 
sponsoring charter schools or have 
already approved them, he said. 

A school official at Central 
Missouri State University told 
SaTIlples that CMSU is spending 
about $300,000 a year on charter 
schools, he said. 
. 'They're a full year ahead of 
us ," said Samples. 'They take a lit­
tle bit of a more hands-on 
approach." 

In addition to the cost of being a 
spon or, UMSL has spent thou­
sands of dollars over the charter 
revo ation of The Aflican 
Arnelican Rite of Passage , Inc. 
(TAARP) that occurred in 

Darren BruneI TIle Cwwm 

Children's projects lie on the ground in a classroom at the St. 
Louis Charter School. The school is located at 5279 Filer Ave. 

September, Samples said. 
TAARP resubmitted an applica­

tion in Jm1Uary oflast year after hir­
ing Charter Consultants and drop­
ping Beacon Education Inc., a firm 
that provides management services 
for both the St. Louis Chruter 
School and Thurgood Marshall 
Academy. UMSL considered the 
change in management a "serious 
breach" of their agreement. 

After TAARP's charter was 
revoked, a two-day hearing that 
involved nwnerous lJMSL employ­
ees and four University attorneys 
was held so that a three-member 
panel could hear both sides and 
.make their recommendation to 
Chancellor Blanche Touhill, said 
Samples. Touhill decided to stick 
with UMSL's decision to reject the 

charter. TAARP's organizer Lamar 
Beyah immediately appealed to the 
UM System President Manuel 
Pacheco. 

Samples said that Pacheco 
recently sent a letter, dated Dec. 18, 
to inform TAARP that illvlSL's 
decision would be upheld. In 
response, Beyah fiied a lawsuit 
,against the University on Jan. l7. 

John Hylton, interim associate 
vice chancellor for Academic 
Affairs, says that state legislatures 
and charter school sponsors 
throughout Missouri will meet Jan. 

. 25 to discuss state funding for spon­
sors. 

"There is some work being done 
by state legislation to provide some 
resources for charter school spon­
sors," he says. 

,~~,~.~.~.~.~.~!..·jf?.lr.z:pq~~ .. ! ......... ....................................................... ............. ... ................... .......................... . 
public school ." 

The CER says that charter schools 
ha e an advantage over traditional 
public schools because "instead of 
jumping tluu ugh procedural hoops 
and over paper work hurdl~, educa­
tors can focus on setting and reaching 
high academic standards for their stu­
dents ." 

Like other public schools, charter 
schools are state funded according to 
their emoilment. The more students 
they have, the more money the school 
will receive. Some charter schools get 
additional money through state and 
federal grants, especially in the early 

stages of operation. 
Since Sept. 1999,31 states and the 

District of Columbia have opened 
approximately 1,700 charter schools 
containing about 350,000 students, 
CER research says. 

St Louis Charter school principal, 
Doug Thaman, says that he can't 
think of a reason for parents not to 
send their children to charter schools. 

.'There's a much higher level of 
accountability in a charter school," he 
said. 

Charter school teachers aren't in a 

time if we don't do what we were 
hired to do," said Thaman. "We're 
physically responsiWe if we don't 
improve test scores." 

Thaman says that the St. Louis 
Chatter school differs from traditional 
teaching methods by being a "project 
based school" that uses projects for 
"meallingfullearn,ing" . 

The school's focus is on taking 
basic skills like arithmetic, reading, 
and writing and implementing them 
in class activities, he said. 

''We don't do a whole a lot of 
union, he noted. worksheets," said Thaman. "We do 

'We can lose our chatier at any ' things a little bit more creative and a 
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and says that he is receiving a lot of 
support in and am of the state. . 

"We see ourselves as pioneers for 
charter schools ... particularly in the 
city of St. Lo\liS," he said. "Our 
dilemma here is well-known around 
the country. I think there's more pe0-
ple aware of this lawsuit nationwide 
than there are in the city." 

Beyah said that charter schools in 
Colorado, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, 
California, and Arizona have faced 
similar obstacles. Most of them won 
their charters, he said, adding that only 
4 percent of charter schools nation­
\vide are unsuccessful in obtaining 
sponsorship. 

"We're quite confident that the 
court will rule in our favor," he said. 
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position until he was released from 
the St. Louis County Justice Center, 
March 31, 2000. 

Without constitutional provisions 
for dealing with the extended 
absence of an elected SGA official, 
turbnlence brewed in the SGA, said 
Rick Blanton, director of Student 
Acti vities at the time, and the SGA 
was unable to properly perform in its 
representation of the student body. In 
October 1999, the University Senate 
Student Affairs Committee proposed 
that the SG~s constitution should be 
updated in case a similar situation 
were to occur in the future. This is a 
key issue in the proposed changes to 
the constitution, Blanton said. 

Blanton, eight students,' and Paul 
DeGr-egorio, director of Outreach 
and Development, drafted a new 
constitution and released it in Mat'ch, 
but the SGAAssembly was unable to 
approve it and Send it to the student 
body for a vote that semester. 

Ryan Connor was elected SGA 
president in a special election held 
this falL Since then., he has made 
updating the constitution a priority, 
Blanton said. He organized meetings 
to further revise the document and 
the constitution finally passed before 
the Assembly in November. Now the 
constutiton is up for the approval of 
the student body. 

Students are invited to examine 
the document; copies will be made 
available in Room 379 of the 
Millenium Center 379, said Connor. 

little more meaningful to the kid&." 
Through these projects, he says, 

other subjects such as Socjal Studies 
and Science "come into play". 

Choosing a charter school over a 
traditional public school is beneficial 
in numerous ways, he adds, due to the 
smaller class sizes, low student­
teacher ratio, detailed curriculum, and 
finn discipline policy. Not to mention 
that parents have a choice on where to 
send their kids, he notecL 

"} think it's important to give par­
ents a choice without having to pay 
tuition," Thaman said. "lTuition] can 
be so expensive." 

It's your connection to the campus 
community and to "the world. 
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