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INSIDE

Riverwomen
riding high with
16-game streak

The softball Riverwomen are
are the hottest team in the
Great Lakes Valley Conference
with a 16-game winning streak.
The Riverwomen defeated third
seeded Southern Indiana in the
first round of the GLVC tourna-
ment and then topped that
mark by defeating the No. 3
regional seeded SIU-
Edwardsville squad.

A See page5
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Bookstore to sell
products over web

sv HHASHAD PITTMAN
Ss‘aﬁ writer

A new UMSL bookstore web-
site that was launched a few
weeks ago now allows students
to buy textbooks over the
Internet.

The new feature on
www.umslbookstore.com
makes buying textbooks easier
for the large number of stu-
dents living off-campus, said
Stephanie Eaton, supervisor of
merchandise 'at the bookstore.
The bookstore had to go
through an independent web
site instead of the main
University web page because
any selling off of an education
(.edu) web site is prohibited,
Eaton added.

The website for the new
bookstore, 209 Millennium
Student Center, features a
more professional, fresher look,
Eaton said. The old bookstore,
located on the lower level of
the University Student Center,
was vacated over winter break.

“The old look of the (book)
store matched the old web
page,” she said. "When we
decided to move in the new
store we decided we needed a
new web page.”

Currently, only books can be
ordered off the web site. UMSL
apparel and computer software
and hardware will be available
by the fall semester, Eaton said.

The site features bookstore
staff contact information, book
buyback hours, and software
for sell in the bookstore.

Although the new online
buying features may cut down

on congestion in the bookstore,

that’s not necessarily a good
thing for Eaton, she pointed
out.

“I'd rather actually see my
customers then . . . have them
order something aver the
Internet,” she said.
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‘Memento’

memorable
movie

This mystery by British filmmaker Chris Nolan is essential-

ly a tale told backwards, so you had better not take your
eyes off the screen if you’re going to get it all.

A sce page 7
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Hackers deface mail server

* Officials suspect
Chmese hackers
may have attacked
UMSL’s Outlook
homepage

BY DaLiLA WAHEED
special to The Current

Hackers hit a University web serv-
er with an anti-U.S. government mes-
sage that defaced a homepage primar-
ily used by UMSL faculty and staff
last Monday.

“F— U.S. Government” “F—
Poizonbox™ was written in red letters
on a black background, covering the
Outlook homepage, said Tom Kyle,

security administrator, and Kyle
Collins, principal systems administra-
tor. Outlook is an advanced e-mail sys-
tem that is used by UMSL faculty and
staff.

The site was discovered at 7:23
a.m. and was immediately recovered.
The site was inaccessible for the

" remainder of the day to ensure securi-

ty, said Collins. *

“We found them very quickly,”
said Collins. “[We] took the website
down and restored the backup web
pages...Luckily it was not the UMSL
homepage.”

Information Technology Services
administrators say they believe the
hackers may have been Chinese.

“This is allegedly a retaliation. A lot
of government sites have been hit this
week,” said Collins. “Poizonbox, I
think, is a hacking group that has been
targeting Chinese government web-
sites, mainly since the incident with
our surveillance plane.”

Kyle said political unrest ““could be
a part of the reason. But. that's also a
very good excuse to do things.”

Hackers break through systems by
using programs called “script kitties,”
which find holes to dump dummy files
into, said Collins. However, the
University has incorporated staff who
can recover security offenses.

“As soon as I saw it, I knew what
happened.” said Kyle. “On
Microsoft’s internet there are Internet
Information Services, which is their
web server [software]. It has had a lot
of holes in it recently. There’s been a
lot of patches out, [because] a lot of
versions of it...have had a lot of prob-
lems within the last few weeks.”

] went ahead and closed off access
to it from server to network so that
someone at home checking their e-
mail wouldn’t get that nice little mes-
sage,” said Kyle.

see HACKERS, puge 10

Take a gander at this...

© Mutsumi Igarashi/ The Current

A goose spends a lazy afternoon observing pedestrian traffic on the path leading to Lucas Hall

from Garage N.

SGA holds last meeting of year

BY STEVE VAI..KO

\ra_;jfn-n!e;

The last Student Government
Association meeting on May 1 tied
up loose ends.

SGA President Ryan Connor
opened up the meeting by reminding
everyone of the SGA’s accomplish-
ments, like passing a new constitu-
tion and holding a parking-fee
forum. Connor then said the goals for
next year would be to upgrade mem-
ber attendance and improve the gov-
emment siructure.

In his report, Vice President
Ellory Glenn talked about the
progress he’d like to see with dis-

abilited access into the Student
Center. He noted that the proposi-
tions passed dealing with extended
librarv hours and the Pilothouse con-
cept were overwhelmingly support-
ed. Glenn said this illustrates that stu-
dents are serious about having more
influence on campus. Glenn noted
that he was leaving because of grad-
uation and wanted everyone to take a
more active role within the
University. He closed with a line
from his Armed Forces days, wish-
ing everyone “‘smooth water. fair
sailing.”

The new business included recog--
nizing the winners of the SGA elec-
tion: Connor as president. Joe Flees

as vice president and Brian King as
comptroller.

The election for the Associated
Students of the University of
Missouri was then held for the final
two members of the four-person
committee for UMSL. ASUM is a
Jobbying group that has representa-
tives from each of the four UM-
schools. They lobby Missoun legis-
lators on behalf of UM students, said
Flees, the current vice chairman of
ASUM.

“(ASUM) has gotten an elimina-
tion of sales tax on books.” said
Flees. citing one of the group’s

see SGA, page N
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Hackers last Monday replaced a homepage like this with the words
“F—- U.S. Government” “F—- Poizonbox” written in red letters on a
black background, Information Technology Services officials said.

Touhill discusses

U’s strategic plan

* Plan will let System
president know that
UMSL is ‘alive and
well and growing’

BY Dan GaALLl
special to The Current

UMSL administrators met in the
J.C. Penney Building last Tuesday for a
brief 25-minute discussion of the
University's Strategic Plan.

The Strategic Plan is a 33-page doc-
ument that outlines the goals and vision
the University has for itself and its stu-
dents over the next four school years:
2002-2006.

Chancellor Blanche Touhill and
Don Dreimeier, deputy to the
Chancellor. led the meeting. It was
originally scheduled to be 90 minutes
long, and administrators were sup-
posed to discuss any changes they
wanted made in the document. No one
had any changes to discuss. so the
meeting turned into a brief overview of
the plan.

Touhill thanked all those who had
worked on the plan for the past two
years and said the document had to be
tuned in to the UM System soon,
“toduay or tomorrow.”

“Clearly if you get nothing else out
of [the Strategic Plan]. one sees the

growth and enhancement of the cam-
pus is the St. Louis goal.” Dreimeier
said. “Everything we have done cen-
ters around that goal.”

The document, which follows the
UM System’s plan. is broken up into
five sections. According to Dreimeier.
the first 17 pages are purely UMSL and
the rest is structured the sume as the
other three universities in the UM
System.

Touhill was asked if the university
planned to go to the community for
more resources since UMSL receives
so little of the S)ul:.m s budget.

“The System is making it clear that |
we will not be able to bring in any new-
found money unless it fits into the
plan.” Touhill said. “So it is a very
important document.”

She also explained that the Bourd of
Curators recognizes that UMSL must
grow in the number of programs
offered. The System prefers UMSL do
it gradually though: one. two. or three
at a time.

“I don’t sense anyone stopping the
growth of this campus, they just want it
more gradually,” said Touhill.

She also explained that the
University can’t do evervthing in the
Strategic Plan without additional fund-
ing. Touhill said that approximately 25
percent of the goals in the plan can’t
happen without more money.

Touhill also c\plainul that one of
the ngl.'s of Manuel UM

Pacheco.
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United Europe could
recapture lost prestige

* Lecture examines
potential implications
of united continent

BY “l‘m Tnompsou
s!cg{fn viter

Last Tuesday a lecture wus given on
the European Union in SSB 331.

The talk traced the development of
a united Europe and the potential
implications it contained for the world-
wide community.

After fighting two devastating
world wars in less than half a century,
many European leaders were deter-
mined to formulate a plan of coopera-
tion that would lead to a lasting peace.

As a result, the Council of Europe
was [ormed in 1948, and a European
Convention was founded to prevent
further fighting. This agreement
focused upon sports and human rights.
banned the death penalty. and ushered

in an era of reconciliation between the
French and the Germans.

As the lecture emphasized. the 1948
agreement was only ene in a series of
steps toward European unification.

The second step ook place in 1951
at the Treaty of Paris and established
the European Coal and Steel
Community. This was an all-out effort
to merge the coal and steel industries of
both France and Germany. There was
to be a pooling of resources. According
to the lecture. it arose as a result of the
three devastating wars fought between
France and Germany. and the econom-
ic catastrophe that followed. The
ECSC marked a new beginning in
Franco-German relations because it
transferred the sovereignty of the
nation-state to a much higher multi-
national authority. It wus ain imporant
diplomatic step toward Furopean
cooperation.

In 1957-58, the final step toward the
development of Eurnpean unification
took shape at the Treaty of Rome that

see EURDPE. page 10
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Born in Alton, lll., in 1926, jazz musician Miles Davis would be 75
this year on May 26.

Love, something so Spring romances blossom at UMSLE =

natural, can be hard

BY JasonNn ROMERO
special to The Curvent

Have vyou fallen in love?
Thisweek, one writer gives his per-
spective on the subject.

Have you ever experienced being
kissed by another person? This has
haunted me for the last eight years of
my life. My every waking moment |
dreamed of it. 1 am a senior now
studying mass communication. [ went
through high school and the three and
a half years of college without getting
affection from another person. which
fueled my ever-increasing sadness.

Everyday, I would walk and see a
couple holding hands or giving kiss-
es, and I always wonder what it
would be like to be kissed. It con-
sumed me.

For the last eight years of my life,
1 would wake up everyday and won-
der when will I fall in love. When will
I find that special someone?

Sometimes I look in the mirror and
wonder if I could even pass for a
human being. Why me? Why don't 1
have anyone to love and to show my
affection?

As 1 stood in front of a picture
window overlooking lakes and far-
away mountains, I dreamed of kisses
and hugs—a lot of them.

Finally, three weeks ago, some-

thing changed my life forever—I got
my first kiss. It was indescribable, At
over the age of 20. it finally hap-
pened.

But what if this relationship does-
n't work? I don’t think I could even
call it a relationship since it is just
starting. It is too premature to tell
right now. I have been sad for a long.
long time. and I don’t think [ would
like to continue being sad. With every
smile, there is that certain sadness.
What if it doesn’t work out, will I be
sad forever? Will 1 continue being
sad?

Maybe in the advent of spring, 1

will find true love, but I think it is . :

impossible, because this one is the
one [ love. My sadness is like a tide
that never ebbs. never stopping.
Maybe because 1 have never been in a
relationship. I yveam for it. Maybe I'm
too picky. Maybe I'm too reserved.
Maybe, maybe, maybe. When will 1
see sunlight? After rain, will there
ever be a rainbow?

What do you think about this
topic? Can vou relate to the writer. or
have your experiences been different?

If you have comments or sugges-
tions, please visit our website at
thecurrentonline.com and send
some feedback or participate in a dis-
cussion forum.

staff writer

The May pole will be decorated
with rich colors, as St. Louis area
organizations fuse music with history
to put on one of the most lively birth-
day bashes for a famous local jazz pio-
neer.

May 26 marks the birth of jazz
innovator Miles Davis, who would be
75 this year. Bom in Alton, 1L, in
1926, Davis grew up in a middle-class
family in East St. Louis. His first slip
of fate occurred when he received a
trumpet on his 12th birthday. By high
school. Davis spent his time playing
local bars and a few out-of-town gigs.

“It seems to be a place of poverty
and dispair, when really East St. Louis
is a place with a lot of rich cultural his-
tory,” said “Miles: A Miles Davis
Retrospective™ exhibit Curator Ben
Cawthra. The “Miles” exhibit at the
Missouri History Museum will corre-
late his career with the various cultur-
al and economic crossings in East St.
Louis, highlighting the regional influ-
ences on his music.

Davis’ local attention led him to sit
in for Billy Eckstine’s big band, which
enabled him to make first contact with
fellow trumpet player Dizzy Gillespie
and saxophonist Charlie Parker. He
went on to New York, where he con-
tinued to play with Gillespie and
Parker, and eventually dropped out of
Julliard to pursue his musical career.

The Missouri Historical Society
will put on “Miles” beginning May 13
through February of next year. The
exhibit will include instruments, art-
work, photographs, clothing and
awards exposing the mystery sur-
rounding the jazz giant in an in-the-
moment manner. Participants will be

BY Jason RomERO
special to The Current

Spring has sprung and flowers
have started blooming. Geese have
laid their eggs and had little geese to
swim and play in the lake at our
campus. Spring is really here. and [
have scoured the campus for couples
who are also enjoving spring time.
I've asked them questions like how
does it feel to be in a relationship
and what do they do to fuel their
romance. Oh! How sweet they were
while 1 was interviewing them.
Vanessa Ahankeo. a junior majoring
in education. and Curt Sanders, a
sophomore studying business, said
that they watch planes in his Dodge
truck. They take a night run around
the block together. They listen to the
frogs in the backyard. And, lastly
they watch the Blues games togeth-
er. Another couple, Lindsay
Haushalter. a junior studying ele-
mentary education, and Louis
Amighetti, a sophomore studying
mass communications. said that they
went to elementary, junior high
school and high school together
before they hit it off. She transferred
to UMSL last semester and Louis
went to UMSL also. She said that
she hadn’t seen him since high
school graduation and then she saw
him in Clark Hall. where they
exchanged phone numbers. A week
later he called her. and then they
went to the movies together that
weekend. She got a dozen roses and

Page 3

able to hear taped interviews of Davis
and his musical counterparts, as well
as the smooth sounds that made him
famous.

“T wish we could have gotten a

saxophone from John Coltrane,” said
Cawthra, “but there’s so much we did
get, it’s an embarrassment of riches.”

The museum will also host free
Twilight Tuesdays every Tuesday
throughout the month of May. Jazz
fans can enjoy spring evenings in the
park and check out regional musicians
who will play music that celebrates
the jazz spirit.

Davis worked at the forefront of
change in the jazz movement, inspir-
ing different variations in jazz and
other genres of music. Breaking out of
the bebop movement, he is credited
with influencing West Coast “cool
jazz” with the release of “Birth of
Cool” in 1949. Seeing his music in a
state of constant evolution, Davis
went on to work with amranger Gil
Evans and produced several albums,
including *“Kind of Blue” in 1959.
This album, along with “Sketches of
Spain,” marks Davis' excursion into
experimental modal jazz, which
focuses on individual notes, rather
than chords.

“He had the artistic fearlessness to
say ‘I haven't done this before; I
haven't heard this before: I'm going to
follow it; and people will listen!"
Cawthra said.

The controversial 1968 release of
“Miles in the Sky" took a more elec-
tric edge that developed into the heavy
and darker sounds of “Bitches Brew.”
Its fusion of funk, rock, and jazz has
made it one of the biggest selling jazz
albums in history. The sounds that
came out Davis’ trumpet contained a
natural flow of emotion. which moved

a dozen camnations on Valentine's
Day. which was three days later.
And it never fails that he gets her
flowers every week, and they see

jazz into unexplored directions. The
“Miles” exhibit will try to convey this
sense to the attendants, who have the
option of listening to music while
viewing the artifacts.

“We hope the mood set in the
gallery is appropriate for the artist,”
Cawthra said.

Leading up to Davis’ birthday, The
Miles Davis Arts Festival will take
place on the East St. Louis riverfront
Memorial Day weekend, bringing in
artists, musicians, poets, and theatrics
to Davis’ hometown. National musi-
cians who played with Davis before
his death on Sept. 28, 1991 will come
together for an All-Star Gala Tribute
on May 25 at Powell Symphony Hall,
sponsored by Jazz at the Bistro. The
Forum for Contemporary Arts will run
“The Art of Miles Davis” featuring
Davis® paintings and drawings. This
exhibit will last from May 25-July 28.

The actual birthday bash will take
place Saturday, May 26, beginning
with the Miles Davis Homecoming
Parade that will travel from the Clyde
C. Jordan Stadium to the Casino
Queen Riverfront at 9 a.m. in East St.
Louis. The Miles Davis All-Star Jazz
Festival will begin at the parade’s rest-
ing spot. It will last from noon-7 p.m.

The Missouri History Museum is
located at Lindell and DeBaliviere in
Forest Park, and is open from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. daily, except for Tuesday,
when the museum closes at 8 p.m.
Admission is free on Mondays, but it
is §5 for adults and $4 for students
every other day. Twilight Tuesdays
last from 6:30 p.m. to &:30 p.m. on the
front lawn of the museum. More
information about other local Miles
Davis Events can be found on the
Miles 2001 website,
www.miles2001.com.

Mutsumi lgarashi/ The Current
Louis Amighetti, a sophomore majoring in communication, and
Lindsay Haushalter, a junior majoring in elementary education,
spend time together between classes.

each other every day. 1 hope every-
one had a good spring. Remember
that love could be just around the
corner. You never know.

Bringing Disney’s ‘Atlantis’ to life

BY SARA Pon‘ren
sraﬁ’ writer

a “Atantis,” Disney’s next animat-
ed feature, won't even come out to the
public until June 15, but Wednesday,
May 2, Don Hahn. its producer. Kirk
Wise, one of its directors, and John
Pomeroy, supervising animator for the
movie’s hero. were at the Chase Plaza
Hotel to give a presentation about the
movie.

The creation of “Atlantis,” Hahn
said. began with a simple conversa-
tion between him, Wise and Wise's
co-director Gary Trousdale in a
Mexican restaurant about favorite
movies of their childhood. “We talked
about the big adventure films we
loved. like the old Disney films of the
’50s and ’60s, like “Treasure Island’
and ‘20,000 Leagues under the Sea,’
and we wondered why they don’t
make movies like that anymore,”

Hahn said. “We wanted to do some-
thing different than the typical
Fantasyland musicals. Those movies
are wonderful, but we wanted to do
something with more action and
adventure. That was the start of
‘Atlantis,” ™

The film, set in 1914, centers
around a young. naive linguist, Milo
Thatch (Michael J. Fox)., who
receives funding from an eccentric
millionaire. Preston Whitmore (John
Mahony). to lead an expedition to the
fabled kingdom, long destroyed by a
mysterious cataclysmic event. Hahn
said that they did some research on
the kingdom through books and the
Internet. “Some of the things we put
in the movie is based on theories and
research, but most of it is based pure-
ly on our imagination.” Hahn said.
“We set it in 1914, because pre-WWL
the world was between agrarian and
technological society. America was in
the crossroads.”

The animation in the film is a mix-
ture of styles. "It is a hybrid of the old
traditional hand-drawn style of anima-
tion combined with computer anima-
tion.” Pomeroy said. “Many of the
characters were hand-drawn, while
the backgrounds were done in com-
puter style.”

Many of the characters were por-
trayed with certain people in mind.
Milo. in particular, hearkens back to
the good-guy protagonists in movies.
“When I was a kid. I was a big fan of
the Frank Capra movies, and I thought
of those little-guy heroes, such as
Gary Cooper. Jimmy Stewart. who
helped inspire the general design.”
Pomeroy said. "Milo is in some ways
what I would love to be. I loved study-
ing history. and I was kind of an out-
cast as a child. There was an immedi-
ate identification.”

The three men gave special praise
to the voice cast, which includes Fox,
Cree Summer, Claudia Christian of

Babylon 3. voice actor Corey Burton,
comedian Don Novello and James
Gamner. “Each person involved was
wonderful,” Wise said. “Michael J.
Fox gave a wonderful animated deliv-
ery every time. A lot of Milo came
from him.”

Wise also gives Cree Summer
credit in her role as Princess Kida.
“She worked very hard in her role,”
Wise said. “For the film a new lan-
guage was created, Atlantean, and
Cree would play the tape in her car,
then come to work speaking like a
native Atlantean.”

One thing that stands “Atantis™
apart from previous Disney films is
the diverse cast of characters, includ-
mg an African-Amercian doctor. a
Hispanic-American mechanic, an
Italian weapons expert and a French
geologist. as well as three leading
female characters. Wise says that this
decision was a conscious one. “We
looked at Whitmore, the man who

funded the expedition, as someone
who is ahead of his time. He was
looking for the best in his field, and it
didn’t matter what race, gender, or
ethnic group everyone was.”

Pomeroy said that the heart of the
film lies in its characters, particularly
in the relationship between Milo and
the crew mates. ““You can have all the
amimation and action vou want. but if
no one cares about these characters,
they aren’t going to enjoy the movie,
“ Pomeroy said. “At heart, it is about
this young man who is an outsider in
every way and is ostracized by the
group. then he is drawn in slowly and
won over.”

Hahn said that the film carries
some memories. “It was an amazing
group of animators, actors and writ-
ers, and maybe we will never achieve
the feel we had with it, or maybe we
will.” Hahn said. “It does a heart
good, knowing that our efforts are
appreciated.”
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QUOTES

“If you wish to be loved,
show more of your faults
than your virtues.”

-Edward Bulwer-Lytton
Credit: www.quotablequotes. net

“All growth depends
upon activity. There is no
development physically
or intellectually without
effort, and effort means
work.”

-Calvin Coolidge
Credit: www.quotablequotes.net

“Because your own
strength is unequal to the
task, do not assume that

it is beyond the powers
of man; but if anything is
within the powers and
province of man, believe
that it is within your own
compass also.”

-Marcus Aurelius
Credit: www.quotablequotes.net
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and UMSL wins more funding. That is
why we fully support this effort and
others like it.

As we wait for those proposals to
bear fruit over this summer and next
fall. we bring up our main issue from
last week—the flight of many admin-
istrators from UMSL. This exodus
leaves even more empty office space
in Woods Hall, and that's not good. As
we stated in last week’s editorial, qual-
ity replacements must be found as
soon as possible, and the University
needs to determine what can be done
to improve the administrative atmos-
phere here.

bar lounge is a good idea. but let us not
neglect the needs of other student
organizations for their space. especial-
ly those who are not able to maintain a
cubicle in the Student Organizations
office on the third floor of the Student
Center.

As we drive for summertime vaca-
tions, we keep the construction going
on around the metro area in mind as
well. Heavy construction is taking
place currently along I-55/70 in
[llinois, along I-< in St. Louis
County. and also I-70 from the airport.
through UMSL. and all the way to the
downtown area. It is our hope that dri-

process. Getting better
funding for the
University will be a
group effort, and we
endorse Chancellor
Touhill’s new "workforce
development’ strategy.

Write a letter to the editor
about this issue or anything
else on your mind.

most important jobs at the paper.
Brian and I didn’t see eye-to-eye
on everything, but I respected him
and appreciated the unique
approach he took to his work.
Brian did great at coaching writers
and keeping the office light-heart-
ed. He called me “chief” and he
was able to anticipate my needs
and my questions. He was an enor-
mous help every day. Thanks for
evervthing, Brian.

Anne Porter took over as man-
aging editor when Brian graduated.
I know that her promotion raised a
couple eyebrows among present
and former staffers. But Anne rose

he's so good at selling ads. His
hard work as ad director and pro-

duction associate this year was-

worth more than gold.

There were others who helped
along the way—administrators
(retired or not), professors, staff
members, police officers—and 1
owe them so much. If you treat my
successor half as well as you did
me,. he’ll be doing great.

I'll close with an anecdote.
When I was young, we would fre-
quently take family vacations at
my great-grandparents’ house near
Clearwater Lake. Before we
returned home, my parents always
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Hollie Roach
Junior / Nursing

Kristal Thomann
Senior / Secondary Business Ed.

Ken Whitney
Graduate / Social Science & Bus.

David Bonebrake
Senior / Political Science
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I found out about my boyfriend I got terribly ill and had to

proposing the day before he Meeting all the new students stay home for most of it. 'm

Something went right.

did it. All of the plans got from other countries. better now, and all the pain
messed up. is just emotional.
" » » »
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BY Tom WEATHERSBY
staff writer

The UMSL women's softball team
is riding high on a 16-game winning
streak and are the hottest team in the
Great Lakes Valley Conference. The
Riverwomen defeated third-seeded
Southern Indiana in the first round of
the GLVC tournament and then
topped that mark by defeating the No.
3-regional-seeded SIU-Edwardsville
squad.

Against Southern Indiana, the
Riverwomen took seven scoreless
innings until Andrea Sczurko hit a
double to score two runs in the eighth
inning and lift UMSL over Southern
Indiana 2-0. Allison Maurer got the
victory for the Riverwomen as she
went eight innings, while only allow-
ing five hits.

Against SIU-Edwardsville, Kelly
Jackson was all the Riverwomen
needed as she allowed only one hit in
seven innings lifting UMSL to a 2-0
victory. In that game Jackson also hit a
two-run homerun scoring Christine
Langenbacher.

“We're putting it all together,”
Boneé said. “[We] were playing better
defense and better offense. We've
come together as a team. I tell you, I
think we’re gonna give them a run for
their money. The offense is our bread
and butter. Everybody has stepped up
a couple of notches and that’s what we
have to have.”

Previously, the Riverwomen swept
Quincy University and moved into a
tie for seventh place with Indianapolis.
The top eight teams in the conference
advance to the GLVC Toumament.

In the first game against Quincy,
Allison Maurer had another great per-
formance, going seven innings and
giving up just two runs on seven hits
and two strike-outs. Cassey Attebery
hit a three-run homerun to centerfield,
giving UMSL a 3-1 lead. The
Riverwomen added another run in the
seventh inning to win 4-2.

R-women come back strong

Rivermen

BY DAVE KINWORTHY
staff editor

The UMSL men’s baseball team
has dropped four of their last five
games, including two games to con-
ference divisional leader SIU-
Edwardsville to move their overall
record to 28-19 overall and 14-10 in
the Great Lakes Valley Conference.

The first game of the double head-
er featured only two hits for the
Rivermen as they could only muster
one run and fell 8-1 to SIU-
Edwardsville.

In the second game, the Rivermen
were trailing 2-1 in the seventh
inning, when third baseman Brett

1
T

DarrenBrune/ The Current

An UMSL Riverwoman slides in safe at second at a home game against Lewis University earlier this season. The Riverwomen had a
rocky beginning to this year’s season but thanks to a run of 16 consecutive wins they’'ve brought their overall record to 29-24.

In the second game UMSL got on
the board first again, scoring three runs
in the second inning. Quincy answered
with two runs in the bottom half,
GLVC Player of the Week Kelly
Jackson led off the third with a home
run for a 42 lead. Andrea Sczruko
added an RBI on a double and UMSL
went on to win 5-4.

The Riverwomen continued their
streak as they swept IUPU-Ft. Wayne.
winning the first game 3-2 and then
winning the second game 3-1. In game
one, Sczruko, Brandy Winters and

Katie Meyer all had RBIs to give the
Riverwomen a 3-0 lead. They held on
to win 3-2. Cassey Attebery picked up
the win, going five innings and giving
up two runs on four hits.

The Riverwomen then faced UM-
Rolla. In game one, UM-Rolla took
the early lead with a single run in the
first inning but UMSL responded with
two runs in the bottom half of the
inning. Allison Maurer hit a two-run
triple to score two in the inning. The
Riverwomen added another mn in the
third inning as Maurer again knocked

in another RBI for a 3-1 UMSL lead.
Andrea Wirkus added a RBI single
and later came around to score on an
error for a 6-1 lead. UM-Rolla would
add two runs in their seventh before
UMSL shut the door for a 6-3 win.

Allison Maurer continued to domi-
nate the opposition with some great
pitching. She went seven innings giv-
ing up three runs on six hits while
improving her record to 13-2 on the
year,

In game two, the Riverwomen
sprung out to a big lead early. UMSL

scored four runs in the first inning as
Cassey Attebery knocked in three runs
with a bases-loaded double. UM-Rolla
answered with a run in the third.
UMSL would tack on three more runs
in the fourth as  Christine
Langenbacher knocked in the first run
of the inning on a groundout, and
Kelly Jackson showed why she was
player of the week by hitting a two-run
homer. Rolla added a run in the fifth,
but the damage had been done and
UMSL went on to win their fourteenth
straight game 7-1.

upset in four of five games, now 28-19

Katz singled to center field. Katz
would later round the bases on wild
pitches by SIU-Edwardsville to tie
the game at 2-2.

The game moved into the [0th
inning. where outfielder Jason Meyer
reached first base on an error. Bryan
Beckmann singled to right field, but
an error by SIU-Edwardsville
allowed Meyer to score and
Beckmann to advance to third base
on the play. Scott Miller then hit a
sacrifice fly to score Beckmann,

Keith Wallace picked up the win
for the Rivermen as he went 2.2
inning. allowing no runs and only
one hit. Matt Robinson started the
game for the Rivermen and went 7.1

innings. only allowing two runs on
five hits.

In the third game of the weekend
against SIU-Edwardsville for the
Rivermen. SIU-Edwardsville led 5-2
in the fourth inning and that was all
they needed in an 8-3 victory over the
Rivermen. UMSL was held scoreless
by SIU-Edwardsville's pitching until
the ninth inning when the Rivermen
got one run to close the scoring.

The following week. the
Rivermen lost a pair of games to
Missouri Western. 19-13 and 3-2.
Missouri Western led deep into the
sixth inning 19-3. but the Rivermen
rallied in the seventh inning. scoring
10 runs. but it was not enough and

the Rivermen lost the bout.
Beckmann led the rally with a bases-
loaded two-run single as he went 4-
for—4 with a run and two runs-batted-
in. Katz also went 2-for—} with three
runs and three runs-batted-in.
Although the SIU-Edwardsville
losses moved the Rivermen closer to
Southern Indiana for a tie for the No.
2 ranking in the South Division,
UMSL has gotten recognition as the
Rivermen were ranked No. 8 in the
latest North Central regional ranking.
This past weekend. the Rivermen
hosted Southern Indianu in a critical
matchup to Jetermine seedings for
the GLV'C Tournament Mayv 10-13.
With the tournament coming up.

New Hall of Fame will honor 12

BY Dave KINWORTHY
AND Nick BowMAN

staff writers

On June 9, 2001. the University of
Missouri-St. Louis will honor the
guests of its athletic past af the chris-
tening of an Athletic Hall of Fame on
the UMSL campus, For the inaugural
class, 12 past students, coaches and
administrators will be honored for
their contributions to the Rivermen
and Riverwomen athletic programs.

The establishment of the Hall of
Fame came from the formation of an
Alumni-Athletic Task Force. which
was formed by UMSL Chancellor
Blanche M. Touhill in an effort to use
the joint resources of both the Alumni
Relations and Athletic Departments.
The reasoning for the formation of a
Hall of Fame lays in hopes that the
recognition of past success will help
both bolster interest in UMSL athletics
and establish a tradition that will
inspire  future  Rivermen and
Riverwomen 1o success.

“The Athletic Hall of Fame will
allow the University of Missouri-St.
Louis to look back at past traditions
and accomplishments by its athletic
teams and student-athletes and use that
to help build our current and future
athletic programs,” said UM-St. Louis
Athletic Director Pat Dolan. *T think
the establishment of the Hall of Fame
will give us an opportunity to recog-
nize those who have helped build that
tradition and remind us of what those
people have accomplished for UM-St.
Louis athletics.”

The 12 inductees are:

Judy Barres—Women's Head
Coach/Athletic Director. Barres was
an integral part of the formation of
women’s athletics at UMSL. coaching
three teams in the 1974-1975 season.
She started the women’'s volleyball
program and finished with a 74-21
record over three seasons.

Bobby Bone—Men's Basketball
{1973-1977)—while scoring 2.678
points in his four years as a Riverman,
the third-highest total in school history,
Bone won three All-American honors

Farewell UMSL

LATEST Scoop

DAVE KINWORTHY

ith the spring sports begin-
ning to wrap up. I must bid
a friendly farewell to all of

the UMSL students. athletes, teachers
and athletic administrators. as this is
my final column at The Current.

So many words go through my
head when I think about the long four
years that I have worked at The
Current. But along with the babble
comes a lot of gratitude for what I have
accomplished over the course of those
years. When 1 came here in Fall 1997,
Beth Goetz, who just completed her
fourth season as the Riverwomen's
head soccer coach, was a newcomer 10
the Athletic Administration. Ironically,

while holding six team and single-sea-
son records: career scoring average
(26.8). field goals (947). free throws
(704), assists (446). points scored in a
season (787). and points per game in
one season (30.3).

Don Dallas—Men’'s Soccer Head
Coach Dallas—built the men'’s soccer
program into a national power in six
years, winning a national title. the only
such title for any sport at UMSL in
1973. He had a 236-89-30 career
record while heading the Rivermen.
He led UMSL to the NCAA tourna-
ment 16 times, making six Final Four
appearances.

Greg Daust—Men’s Basketball
(1968-1972)—was UMSL's all-time
rebounding leader with 898 career
rebounds. He was an All-American in
1971-72 and was drafted by the
Denver Nuggets in the ABA draft.

Jim Dix—Baseball Head Coach
(1976-1985)—finished his career at
UMSL with a record of 239-175: He
led UMSL to five NCAA Tournament
appearances and went to the College
World Series in 1977 when the team

finished third in the country.

Jan Gettemeyer—Women's Soccer
(1981-1984)—was a three time All
American and was instrumental in
building the foundation for the
women'’s soccer program as a member
of the school’s first varsity team in
1981.

Gina Gregory-Bowdes—Women'’s
Basketball (1984-1987)—was a
fourth-team All-American in 1986-87
while ranking second on the UMSL
career scoring list and second in
rebounds.

Andrew Runzi—Men’s Baseball
(1991-1993)—was a two-time All-
American in 1992 and 1993 while
holding the UMSL career wins record
with 20 victories. He also holds the
career mark for most shutouts with
nine.

Chuck Smith—Men’s Basketball
Head Coach/Athletic Director—was
the first head coach of the men’s bas-
ketball program in 1968. He took the
Athletic Director’s position in 1979
and saw 37 teams reach the National
Toumament. He is an inductee into the

Head Coach Jim Brady feels that it is
imperative that his Rivermen get well
rested. including starting pitcher
Greg  Bierling’s arm  and
starter/reliever Lance Wilson.
“[Bierling] just has that body type
where he has logged a few more
innings this season and we are trying
to strengthen the muscle.” Brady
said. “[Wilson’s] elbow has become
very tender. Right now. he is throw-
ing with an extreme amount of pain.
He is as tough of a kid as you are

going to find and for him to be gri- -

macing with pain. you know it has to
hurt. He is going to be one of those
kids who is internally in denial. He is
just a hard-nosed guy.”

in June

Missouri Basketball Hall of Fame.

Jack Stenner—Men's Basketball
(1966-1969)—was UMSL's first-ever
All-American in 1968. Was a team-
mate of Greg Daust the same year
UMSL went to the NAIA National
Tournament before being drafted by
the Carolina Cougars in the ABA
Draft.

Ted Struckman—Acthletic
Trainer—is considered the dean of ath-
letic training at UMSL, as he served as
trainer for the athletic’s program for 24
years.

Frank Tuezinski— Men's
Soccer/Baseball (1972-1973)—an All-
American in soccer and baseball. was
the starting goaltender for the 1973
National Champion UMSL men'’s soc-
cer program. He was an All-American
at first base in 1973 for the Rivermen.

The members of the class of 2001
will accept their honors during a ban-
quet in the Millennium Student Center.
with a cocktail reception beginning at
6:30 p.m. and a formal dinner starting
at 7:00 p.m. Tickets for the program
can be purchased by calling the UMSL
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GAMES

Baseball

at Edwardsville, Ill. (SIUE)
Thur. - Sun., May 10-13
(GLVC Tovrnament)

v. SIUE

330 pan., Thur., May 10

Softball

The UMSL Riverwomen wound
up 12-10 in the Great Lakes
Valley Conference finishing

sixth place. Their overall
record for the season
is now 29-24.

NEXT
ISSUE

The next issue of The Current
will appear in stands this
summer on June 18.

See the final wrap-ups for
baseball and softball then.

athletics; thank you, good luck

she was also my first interviewee
when I had to write a feature on her
arrival. Over the years. [ have seen the
women's soccer program flourish
under Goetz.

My sports editor at that time. Ken
Dunkin, had been here through the fire
at the old Current residence and was a
mainstay in the sports staff. Brian
Folsom was his associate and groomed
me into his position once he graduated
in Winter 1997. Who knew that [
would almost last as long as Dunkin in
the sports department?

I had my chance to move up at The
Current, but sports is my home. The
Athletic Administration has treated me

like one of their own over the last four
years. Even though they think I am up
to something sneaky journalistically
speaking. they have always had open
doors for me and I thank them for that.

The one position [ cannot forget
about at Mark Twain has to be the
Sports Information Director. 1 have
seen three SIDs come and go with
Chuck Yahng (now SID at Saint Louis
University) and Michael DeFord (now
at  Southwest Missouri  State
University). Chris Cale, the third,
resigned this past fall to go back to his
homestate of Kentucky to work at
Northemn Kentucky. Todd Addington
has just gotten settled down at UMSL.

but has done a wonderful job stepping
in quickly during the end of the bas-
ketball seasons. I have never had so
many faxes get to my office in a time-
ly manner as with Addington (no, that
is not a bad thing). Keep up the good
work. Todd. the sports department at
The Current thanks vou.

The only sports teams that have not
gone through a head coachin my time
here are the men’s tennis team, the
women's  volleyball team. the
women’s soccer team and the men’s
baseball teamn.

Of all the people in the Athletic
Department. though. I have to tip my
cap to Jim Brady for being such an

outstanding coach, leader for the
Rivermen's baseball team and mentor.
He is Rivermen baseball. but he also is
Just an outstanding person to sit and
talk with. He gives the straight and
honest truth about any situation within
his team and for that, I admire him.
Brady and former men’s soccer coach
Tom Redmond were outstanding at
what they did: teach kids to become
adults on and off the field.

I'wish the best of luck to the UMSL
athletics teams in the last couple of
weeks this spring and hope that the
soccer teams excel during the fall.
Thanks for allowing me to be a part of
UMSL Athletics.
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MUSIC

May

74
Trebor Tichenor and the
St. Louis Ragtimers
The Sheldon
10 a.m.

The Offspring
The Pageant
8 p.m.

9
G. Love and Special
Sauce
The Pageant

10

Johnny Socko
with Conscious Youth
Creepy Crawl

11

Lionheart
The Sheldon
8 p.m.

The Schwag
Mississippi Nights
9 p.m.

12
Big Blue Monkey
Disturbing the Peace
Homeless Heros
Galaxy
8 p.m.

- 14
Guided by Voices
Mississippi Nights

8:30 p.m.

CLASSIC
FILMS

May

18-19

"Metropolis"
the 1927 classic by Fritz
Lang with live musical
accompaniment

8 p.m.

Webster University,
Moore Auditorium

June
18

“The General"
the 1927 Buster Keaton
classic with live musical
accompaniment
7 p.m.

Lincoln Theater,
Belleville, IL

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER

 staffeditor

Qur Rating: 5 out 5 stars

A memento is a token to help you
remember an event, “Memento” is a
film you won’t soon forget.

Just remember: don’t blink.

This strikingly original film is elec-
rifying audiences and critics across
the country. “Memento™ is a refresh-
ing delight for movie fans bored with
the usual Hollywood fare, but people
looking for effortless and mindless
entertainment may find “Memento™ a
bit challenging. However, “Memento’
is worth every bit of the effort. This
mystery by British filmmaker Chris
Nolan is essentially a tale told back-
wards. and you had better not take
vour eyes off the screen if you're
going to get it all.

The story begins at its conclusion
and moves backwards towards its
beginning. Leonard (Guy Pearce) is
secking the man who raped and mur-
dered his wife with the intention of
exacting revenge by killing him. But
Leonard has a problem: he was injured
in the attack on his wife, and now has
a condition that prevents him from
forming new memories. While he
remembers everything before the mur-
der and his injury, everything that hap-
pened afterwards he only remembers
for a few minutes. He constantly re-
explains what he’s doing and what his
condition is to people, regardless of
how often he's met them. Before the
incident, Leonard was an insurance
investigator and he uses those skills
and his organized nature to help him in
his quest. He takes instant photos con-
stantly and jots notes on them about
their meaning, carries notebooks of
information and maps, and has signif-
icant facts tattooed on his body. The
photos are especially key to this mys-
tery. As he seeks the killer in Los
Angeles, Leonard is aided or maybe
hampered in his quest by a cast of

‘Memento’ is unforgettable film
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Guy Pearce stars in “Memento.”

questionable characters, chiefly the
ever-smiling Teddy (Joe Pantoliano
from “The Matrix”), who seems to
appear at Leonard’s every turn. and
the coolly beautiful Natalie (Carrie-
Anne Moss, also from “The Matrix™),
who may or may not be trying to use
Leonard for her own purposes.

This unusual approach to a mys-
tery produces a film that is both cre-
ative and highly engrossing, for by
telling the tale backwards we start out
knowing no more than Leonard but
have to piece it together as we recede
in time. discovering whether Leonard
has succeeded in his quest. Although
the concept may sound confusing. the
filmmakers® technique is so clever
that the action is crystal clear but you
had better not leave the theater and
hope to come back and pick up the
plat, for you will need all the facts
thev give vou. The film is not vague,
just  packed with information.
Leonard’s condition is based on a real

form of memory loss, unlike the usual
Hollywood amnesia, and the structure
of the story reveals information in a
way that allows us to share Leonard’s
state, although by the end of the film
we know what Leonard has forgotten.

While the backwards technique
alone would gamer this film atten-
tion, the film is also engrossingly
entertaining with real edge-of-your-
seat suspense. It is a well-written
piece (the script took the writing prize
at Sundance) with superb acting. At
times. the film is funny, absurd, terri-
fying, or poignant. As we follow
Leonard on his fragic quest for-
vengeance, we lean about him and
his life before this incident. Leonard
is periodically gripped with grief
about the loss of his wife, since he
can't heal from the loss because he
can't remember to forget her. We
come to admire his resourcefulness
and bravery, and the relentlessness of
his mission. Guy Pearce does an

amazing job in this role, showing the
various facets of this character from
the steely focus and supreme self-
confidence he sometimes shows to
his moments of doubt and confusion.
The script is beautiful in an era where
the writing is often the weakest part of
many films.

The structure alone makes this
one of the most original films of all
time. The original structure combined
with the excellent writing and the
compelling acting make this film
nothing less than spectacular. Two
years ago, director Christopher Nolan
had a film at the St Louis
International Film Festival that was a
perfectly told tale, but because it was
only one hour long, it played almost
no theaters. “Memento” is the fea-
ture-length film that more than fulfills
that original promise. “"Memento™ is
certain to be one of the most signifi-
cant and memorable films of the
decade.

SR T
‘The Long Run’ stays the course

BY CATHERINE
Marquis-HOMEYER

staff editor

Our Rating: 4 out 5 stars

“The Long Run™ is a tale about a
white male running coach. a black
female marathon runner, and the run-
ning of a grueling marathon in post-
apartheid South Africa. On another
level, this sports movie is also a
metaphor for taking the long view
both in personal goals and in achiev-
ing racial harmony. The background
for this excellent sports film, one of
the best on running in many years, is
the “Comrades,” the South African
marathon that is considered one of
the toughest in the world.

Barry (Armin Mueller-Stahl) is a
60-year-old German who has been
living in South Africa coaching run-
ners for 30 years. He's training a
team of four South African boys to

run the Comrades marathon, when
he is suddenly fired from his job at a
brick factory and replaced by a South
African coach, Gasa (Patterson
Joseph). a much younger and more
flamboyant man. The widowed
Barry clearly lives for this race, and
is devastated by the blow. when he
suddenly notices a young black
woman runner doing roadwork near
his home. Immediatelv impressed by
her speed. he begins to surreptitious-
ly time her runs and becomes con-
vinced she is a supremely gifted run-
ner. However, his attempts to intro-
duce himself are thwarted because
she avoids him. It turns out that this
runner, Christine (Nthati Moshesh),
is a Namibian in the country illegal-
ly. When Christine and the other ille-
gals she’s staying with are caught,
Barry comes to her rescue and
arranges for her to stay in South
Africa if she'll agree to let him train

her to run the Comrades marathon.
She reluctantly agrees and moves
into his house to begin her training,
much to the alarm of Barry's white
neighbors and landlord, who misun-
derstand the reason she’s there.
Although Christine is grateful for
Barry's help and starts to develop
romantic feelings for him, Barry is
single-mindedly focused on the race,
and eventually his efforts to control
all of his young protégé’s life creates
conflict between them. The tale con-
tinues fo unfold against a backdrop
of the preparations for the race and
the difficulties that arise, including
the efforts of Barry’s rival Gasa to
also gain control of the gifted
Christine.

The film features the visual beau-
ty of the South African countryside
as they train for the race and some
truly great footage of the actual run-
ning of the marathon. Although the

basic story will be familiar to view-
ers, the story is also a subtle
metaphor of setting long term goals,
including racial harmony in the still-
divided South Africa. The director,
Jean Stewart, is committed to mak-
ing films that support the develop-
ment of his homeland and he weaves
the story around that intent in a care-
ful but oblique way. The highlight of
the film is the actual running of the
race, with some spectacle shots that
show the scope and the difficulty of
the marathon. Strong performances
by the actors, notably Nthati
Moshesh and Armin Mueller-Stahl,
and well-done running footage make
this an excellent sports film with a
gentle underlying message about
larger issues for both individuals and
society.

Now playing at Des Peres, Plaza
Frontenac, and other theaters

Losing Sand
but gaining
ground

B8Y CHARLIE BRIGHT

e

Silent Page was formed in St. Louis
almost a year and a half ago, and in that
time they've made some beautiful
music. Their self-produced album.
Losing Sand, is a great blend of mod-
em rock singing and skillful guitar
riffs. The CD isn’t as clean as a typical
release from a big-name producer
(because it didn’t have one), but still
makes for some good listening.

Matt Lomax is the vocalist for the
Silent Page, and his voice is familiar
somehow, almost like he’s the brain-
child of Dave Matthews (other review-
ers have said he sounds like lead
singers from Alice in Chains,
Creedence Clearwater Revival, and
Matchbox 20). Whatever Lomax’s
influences or similarities, his voice
makes for a distinct and powerful
sound with a softer instrumental back-
ground.

I liked Losing Sand because it did-
't scream at me. The songs are gentle,
but nothing you'd expect from an ele-
vator. It’s lyrical and musical, a pair of
words that are infrequently used to
describe modemn bands, and though
I've said it before. this is the most
important aspect of creating a great
band or a lasting sound. I found Silent
Page to be an excellent departure from
the mundane, pedestrian shouting of
the mainstream artists | hear all too
often on the radio.

I enjoyed “Drunk Dial” on track
five. Many of the song's words are a bit
indistinct (likely a recording problem),
but the chorus “We'd still be friends”
comes through loud and clear with a
simple but catchy melody. I've found
myself humming from “Drunk Dial”
without even noticing that I was doing
it. Several of the songs on Losing Sand
are like this, getting under the skin sub-
tly and making themselves comfort-
able deep inside the brain.

“Water Vows™ is another song that
shines, making use of a blues-type
background for Lomax’s oddly famil-
iar voice. With the addition of the
classy historical element (there’s a rea-
son St. Louis” hockey team is called the
Blues). there's just a great feeling asso-
ciated with the song that reminds me of
getting a massage. Rob Witte's bass
has a fantastic solo towards the end of
the song that is almost heartbreaking.

“Scattered - Discontent” is almost
the ttle song, containing the words
“losing sand.” The song does seem a
bit repetitive, but still manages to break
out of the stagnation of the typical
when Lomax and company crank up
the volume a bit.

This album is not from a big-name
label, but it is from a great local band.
Maybe you're contemplating the new
release from some multi-platinum
group or trying something different for
achange. At just ten bucks (available at
silentpage.com. where you can also
preview the songs), it would be worth
buying Losing Sand just so you can get
it signed at the Silent Page’s next con-
cert. They're going to be at the Great
Grizzly Bear on May 17, so you should
get your CD soon, along with your
tickets. '

The Long Run: a talk with Armin Mueller-Stahl

BY CATHERINE
Maraquis-HOMEYER
staff editor

If you are a fan of independent
films, Armin Mueller-Stahl will be
familiar to you, but even if only like-
ly to watch more mainstream movies,
you're likely to recognize him. This
prolific actor played the father of
pianist Helfgott in the hit movie
“Shine”” (for which he received an
Oscar nomination), co-starred with
Jessica Lange in the acclaimed “The
Music Box,” played the kindly Jewish
patriarch in “Avalon,” and appeared
in Jim Jarmusch's “Night on Earth.”

_ If you missed all those, you may have

seen him as “The Peacemaker” on the
X-Files, or maybe in “Jakob the Liar,”
“The  Third Miracle,” or
“TheThirteenth Floor.” The face of
this dignified East German actor is
everywhere.

Recently, Armin Mueller-Stahl
was in St. Louis to help promote his
newest film, “The Long Run,” and
during his visit he consented to an
interview with The Current. His film,
*“The Long Run,” is a visually appeal-
ing sports movie about a runner com-
peting in the grueling South African
marathon, the Comrades. Mueller-
Stahl plays a coach trying to bring a
young runner, Christine (Nthati
Moshesh), to greatness.

Armin Mueller-Stahl is taller than
you'd expect in person, as many

movie actors are often short. He has -

an open, approachable manner, was
talkative, and often spoke with a dry
sense of humor.

He has quite an interesting history
himself. Bomn in East Germany, he
was a successful stage actor for twen-
ty-five years before switching to film.
He made a hundred films before
being blacklisted by the East German
government following his support of
a publication critical of the regime.
During this period, he wrote a criti-
cally acclaimed book about this time
of his life, while the multitalented
actor pursued his other interests as a
polished painter. pianist, and violin-
ist. He emigrated to West Germany
where he resumed his acting career
with many of the great directors of
Europe. Now living in Los Angeles,
Mueller-Stahl often continues often
choose challenging roles in meaning-
ful films. )

Asked why he chose to play the
role of the coach, Barry, Mueller-
Stahl said “because of the character.”
“He’s complex. part of him doesn’t
show. That part of him doesn’t show
1s what makes the character exciting.
This run, the Comrades, was his life
goal. He has tried to run it himself
and failed but now he helps others. It
1s his goal to see how far he can go,
and since he couldn’t do it himself,
now he tries to help others. He's very
focused on his goal, he doesn’t rec-
ognize the chance of romance, or he

Armin Mueller-Stahl

pushes it away. He’s a very German
character, a Prussian type, very hum-
ble, very honest, a person who means
what he says. He's the kind of man
who is very faithful to himself, and
you can ftell he has feelings, but he
doesn’t show them.” When he was
asked if the role was hard to play, he
replied “No, it was easy because
Nthati (who plays the runner
Christine) is such a wonderful, open
person. I never heard a person with

such a wonderful laugh, and she was
so smart. She was so easy to play
scenes with. Playing a scene can be
like dancing—sometimes you have a
partner with whom it's awkward—do
I tumn left or right, move back or for-
ward, hard to keep in sync. But with
others it's easy. She was easy to work
with. T hope she finds a way to make
films in America. I'd like to help, but
she’s so far away (in South Africa).
She was in L.A. for awhile, but she
couldn’t get any work, she had to
work as a waitress. I feel sorry for that
because she has a big talent, we
should keep an eye on her.”

About the film as a whole,
Mueller-Stahl commented “The title
itself says it: “The Long Run’; that can
mean the race, or the long run of your
life. It's a story of South Africa, the
long run to freedom, the biography of
Mandela. That's what the film is
about, what happens in the long run,
what happens to the characters after
the race—the door-is open.” The film
was shot on location in South Africa,
including footage of the actual
Comrades, one of the most difficult
marathons in the world. Mueller-
Stahl said there were “some difficult
moments and some wonderful
moments” about shooting in South
Africa.  “We were shooting in
Johannesburg and there were some-
times difficulties getting in and out.
There are still struggles between black
and white because of apartheid,

although Mandela has done great
things with his “Truth and
Reconciliation”™ committees. You
have to avoid the center of the city, a
very beautiful part, which is sad. But
on the wonderful side, money doesn’t
mean a lot to people—they need
money, but it doesn't mean a lot to
them. They were very open, they will
be there for you. And it’s a beautiful
country!” he said.

Noting that Mueller-Stahl does
many films that have a message, we
asked what he was hoping to accom-
plish in his film career. “What I have
accomplished is as' much as a drop of
water on a hot stove. But even if it's
not more than that, it is what I could
do and that’s the reason 1 did it,” he
commented, then added “Maybe you
can’t make a better world by doing
films, but you can try. That’s the duty
of telling stories—to keep alive
what’s good and what's bad. A film
should entertain, but undemeath it
should be a little bit more. He further
added that he thought that “ films now
have to do what books did in the nine-
teenth century—tell the story to the
next generation.” He added that he
hoped some of his films would last to
the next generation because as the
author of five books, he noted “more
and more books are published but
there are fewer readers. So we have to
do film for the next generation, Which
means we have to do good stories.”
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Dark humor from St. Louis writer

BY CATHERINE
Marauis-HOMEYER

staff editor

Our Rating: 54out 5 stars

Sometimes when everything seems
to be going right, suddenly everything
goes wrong. Stan Seidel, a writer orig-
inally from St. Louis, had just hit it big
in Hollywood, with three scripts in pro-
duction, when he suddenly died of
Crohn’s Disease, a disease he’d strug-
gled with most of his life. This is not
only tragic for Stan and his friends and
family, but also for film fans. The first
of Stan’s movies, “One Night at
McCool’s,” is a very funny black com-
edy. So just as we discover this talent-
ed writer, he’s already gone. Almost
sounds like something out of a movie.

“One Night at McCool’s” is a very
dark and very funny comedy that was
inspired by Humphrey’s, the' hard-
drinking college bar that has existed for
so many years at the edge of St. Louis
University.

This broad, farcical tale is set in St.
Louis and revolves around one woman,
three men, and a murder that took place
one night at this bar, McCool’s. Randy
(Matt Dillon) is the bartender at
McCool'’s, a man eking out a bare exis-
tenoe whose one possession is a dllapl
*dated wreck of a house. Randys cousin
Carl (Paul Reiser) is also present in the
bar. Carl is a successful, self-centered
lawyer who feels he’s better than
everyone around him. The third man is
the detective sent to investigate the

murder, ~Det. Dehling (John
Goodman), a sweet, simple man
mourning the death of his wife.

The real center of this film is the
woman in the bar, Jewel (Liv Tyler), a
knockout of a beauty that each of these
guys falls for. The story is told from the
three points of view of these men. Each
one has his own opinion of what hap-
pened that night and of Jewel herself.
The tales are hiladously and widely
different. Jewel, on the other hand,

Michael Douglas and Liv Tyler star in “One Night at McCool’s”

knows what she wants and sets out to
getit.

The humor is sexy, fast, dark, and
broadly played. The look of the film is
almost cartoonish, with vivid colors
and an over-the-top garishness, and the
look of the sets and the people involved
change, depending whose point of view
is being presented, which adds a very
funny tongue-in-cheek level of visual
humor. None of these characters are
spared a well-placed skewering by the
filmmakers, as each tells the tale in a
way that places them in the best light.
The wildly divergent views all come
together in a hilarious black humor cli-
max that packs plenty of surprises.

Although the film is supposedly set
in St. Louis, the filmmakers made no
effort to make it look like our city, and
the film was clearly shot in southern
California. Which is just as well, since
this view of our city is not one we
would want to plant in people’s minds,
as it is in no way flattering. That famil-

iar St. Louis term “hoosier” would
describe most of characters and their
milieu to a large extent, even the pros-
perous lawyer Carl who lives a in a
remarkably bland suburb. Once you get
past the squirm factor that someone
might really identify this locale with St.
Louis, the film is great black humor in
broadly comic farce. The final shot
alone is almost worth the price of
admission.

This is not a sweet comedy, and if
your taste doesn’t run to this kind of
dark stuff, this film may not amuse you.
It is at times rude and even violent. But
it is also creative and very funny, and
requires quite a bit more thinking than
the average gross-out comedy. Fans of
dark humor will be looking forward to
Stan Seidel’s next films and grumbling
about the great irony and cosmic joke
of losing this comic talent just when we
found him.

Now Playing at Chase Park Plaza,
Des Peres and Galleria.

Get off your

and visit The Current
at 388 Millennium

keister

Student Center.

Persons with NO SLEEP COMPLAINTS

s Ages 18 - 65
* In good health

Name:

for Sleep Research

sty Ry

iameis:

* Available for four consecutive

days and nights

PurTieipatls vill o paii

For more information, please complete the following form and mail to:

Research

Sleep Medicine and Research Center

232 S. Woods Mill Road
Chesterfield, MO 63017

* Have no sleep complaints

Address:

City/State/ZIP:
Telephone:

Best time to call:

on weekdays?

What time do you usually go to bed

on weekends?

List all medications you are currently taking:

How long does it usually take you to fall asleep at night?

How many hours of sleep do you usually get each nighrt?

SW2-UMSL-1

Campus Connections is coming!

Campus Connections, the UMSL student phone directory, will be published this
fall. If you wish to have your number kept out of the directory, please be sure to
call the Office of the Registrar to have it removed.

Campus Connections is also a great place to reach students through advertis-
ing! If you would be interested in placing an ad in Campus Connections,
please call us at 516-5316.

If you ask nicely, you
might arrange to get
paid in quarters.

Hey, it doesn't take a math major to know that
college living can cause some serious damage to
your cash reserves Luckily for
you, Schnucks has part-time jobs available with
flexible hours that'll fit just about every student’s

usy gchedule.

Just think... now you won't have to go home to do
Iaundr or take up a collection to order a
pizza. And, who knows? You might even be able
to pay off your student charge!

We offer competitive starting wages, weekly

payCheCks and a friendly, fast-paced

work environment. To apply, just stop by your

nearest Schnucks or call the [Em ployment

Hotline at 314.994.4170.

Jchnucik/

Equal Opportunity Employer
€2001, Schnuck Markets, Inc.

The Graduation Card That Counts.
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