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.Forum focuses on
student retention

BY Bm Swon:onn
Staff Writer

Students had the chance to

comment and complain about their

« cxperience with the University
academic advising system on Monday,
Jan. 31.

The Office of Student Affairs at
UM-St. Louis sponsored a series of
discussions in the Millennium Student
Center on retention and advising.

David Crockett, from the
consulting  firm  Noel-Levitz,
moderated the discussion.

“I am after your perceptions and
impressions, both personally and
anecdotally, on advising here at the
university or lack thereof,” Crockett
sa.ld at the beginning of the focus
* discussion.

The discussions were part of a
larger University-funded study on
student retention conducted by the
Arizona-based firm Noel-Levitz. The
study includes class surveys, small
focus groups and  hands-on

w Observation by consultants, all in an
attempt to quantify retention problems
at the University. Noel-Levitz will
then provide UM-St. Louis with
recommendations to  improve
retention.

“Retwuining students is one of our

M—h:g!mt priorities, and we need your
feedback. In other words, what can we

do to make UMSL better” wrote .

Student Services Coordinator Joe
Flees, in an email to prospective
student focus: group attendees.

The discussion focused on student
experiences with academic advising
on campus, at the advising center, at
the individual colleges and within
majors.

“There are four types of advising,”
Crockett said during the discussion.
“You have got a new University-wide
advising center. There are advisors in
the colleges out there full-time who
also advise. There is departmental
advising. Then there is informal or
supplemental advising that teachers
and other students give.”

Several problematic trends in the
advising system became apparent as
the discussion unfolded. Students
complained about not knowing where
to find adequate advising, not getting
proper major specific advising and the
lack of communication between
general advising and departmental
advising,

Crockett  outlined students’
concerns and talked about how the
University could address it by
“helping students clarify how the
advising system works at the
University.”

see RETENTION, page 5
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Get Ready for Valentine’s Day

MISSOURI - ST. LOUIS

The art of kissing...in public

A

<9

Danielle Proulx. senior, business, cracks up as she and Brian Rails, junior, marketing, take part in "The Art of Kissing" on
Thursday night. Bestselling author Michael Christian enlisted two actual couples and four volunteers for a frank and funny
discussion and demonstration based on his book, "The Art of Kissing." The event was sponsored by UPB.

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

Activist challenges men to find manhood

» B Kevin Powell heads
discussion on “The
State of Black Men”

BY ParTRricia LEE
A " Co-News Editor

Kevin Powell, activist and author,
challenged African-American men to
take control of their lives and break
the cycle of violence and poverty.

Approximately 250 people filled

T the Century Rooms onFeb. 1 to
discuss “The State of Black Men.” A
deejay played hip-hop music to warm
up the room before Powell started
speaking shortly after 7 pm. -

Powell told the men in his
audience to improve in six areas:

¥ politics, economics, spirituality,
culture, physical fitness and mental
wellness.

Powell felt that “blacks aren’t
being represented [in society],” but he
said that it was important to be a
registered voter so that there would be

= more African-Americans on juries. He
also said that they needed to change
their values about money, saying,
“Most of us don’t know anything
about money; it’s a trap.”

One thing that Powell noticed was
that many people would spend money
beyond their means, particularly on
name brands. He said that the desire
for status was a result of another
problem: a lack of self-esteem.

“If you don’t have self-esteem, you
do name brands,” he said.

Powell pointed out that there were
many problems within the African-
American community, particularly
with males. Some of the problems he
cited were high unemployment, the
lack of education, violence, alcohol
and drug abuse, sexual iresponsibility
and depression.

Kevin Powell
speaks
before a
crowd of
close to 300
people. On
Tuesday
night at a
town hall
discussion,
Powell talked
about "The
State of
Black Men.”
The event
was
sponsored by
the
Associated
Black
Collegians,
UPB, Student
Life, and
First
Civilizations.

TUDLN) D] JUIMIBYS B[N

The Brooklyn resident also talked
about his own experience and the
problems he encountered throughout
his life. He said that the problems he
had were a result of his upbringing
and the society he grew up in.

see KEVIN PDWEI.L, page 3

Ribbon-cutting officially unveils newest computer lab

nv Bzu Sworrm
Sra_ﬁ” Writer

¥  The research commons at the
Ward E. Barnes library has been
open in various states of
preparedness since the beginning of
the fall semester, but its grand
unveiling was on Wednesday, Feb. 2.
A small crowd of librarians, staff,
% faculty and students showed up on
the UM-St. Louis South Campus to
celebrate the unveiling and partake in
door prizes and sugar-free cookies.
“We opened the library ré arch
commons at Thomas Jeffersom
Library with 70 workstations, and

since then we haven’t had an empty
seat. Today we are opening the
research commons here at the Barnes
Library,” Amy Arnett, Dean of
Libraries, said at the beginning of the
official opening ceremony.

Armnett, along with Jim Tom, Vice-
Chancellor for  Information
Technology Services, and UM-St.
Louis Chancellor Thomas George
gave public remarks at the event.

“] think it is a very exciting and
also important day for the libraries,”
Tom said during his speech, “I
couldn’t be more pleased that we are
here to dedicate
commons. It would not be possible

the research .

without all the hard work of the
people in the libraries. It’s a tangible
symbol of cooperation between
library and ITS.”

The research commons features
57 individual computer work stations
with monotone and color printers,

wireless  internet accessibility,
scanning stations and several
couches.

Chris Scheetz, supervisor of

Instructional Computing Services,
explained the evolution of the new
research commons.

*“We have the library research
commons in the Thomas Jefferson
Library. Students liked that so much

that ITS and the library got together
and wanted to do the same thing [at
Barnes].”

The research commons is the
result of more than a year’s work of
cooperation between the Ward E.
Barnes Library and ITS.

“As far as the library research
commons goes we had been toying
with the idea for a number of years,”
Cheryle Cann, director of the Ward
E. Barnes Library, said. “We saw a
need for it and the students wanted
more access to the computers
without having to wait to get on.”

see NEW COMPUTER LAB, page 5

Visiting nanotechnology
researcher partners
with Chancellor George

BY PauL anxnmu
‘Co-News Editor

G. Ali Mansoor, visiting professor
from the University of Illinois-
Chicago, not only shared his latest
research with UM-St. Louis, but also
discussed future research in a
partnership that includes Chancellor
Thomas George.

Mansoori and George will partner
with two other professors from other
universities to research intermolecular
interactions of organic nanostructures.

“We're in the process of doing a lot
more collaborative work with other
collaborators at other laboratories and
universities,” George said.

Mansoori stressed the importance
of researching  nanostructures.
*Organic nanostructures derived from
petroleum have applications in
nanotechnology,” he said. “If we
understand the structure, we can
understand the interactions.”
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In ceremony, Chancellor Thomas

However, before  Mansoori
continues future research, he shared
his presentation on other research |
involving nanotechnology in a
chemistry colloquium called “Organic
Nanostructures ~ Derived  from
Petroleum.”

Mansoori spoke to chemistry
professors and graduate students on
Monday, Jan. 31. The chemical
engineering professor took part in the

visiting speaker seminar series
sponsored by the chemistry and
biochemistry departments.

“T've collaborated with George,
and we have meetings. During one of
our meetings, he asked me to take part
in the seminar to tell the professors
what I learned,” he said.

Lawrence Barton, chemistry
professor at UM-St. Louis, invited
Mansoori after George suggested he

be a speaker.

see RESEARCHER, page 5

Kevin Ottley/ The Current
George cuts the ribbon and

officially opens the Barmnes Library new research commons. The -

event, held last Wednesday, was

relatively well-attended.
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Put it on the Board! Call 516-5174 for details or email current@jinx.umsl.edu

Mon. Feb. 7

Resumania Week
Through Feb. 11. Participants can

have their resumes professionally |

critiqued by e-mailing them to
resumemania@umsl.edu. Free, open
to UMSL students and alumni, and

sponsored by the Office of Career |
Services. Call 5111 for more informa- |

tion.

Mon. Feb. 7

Arianna String Quartet
at The Sheldon

The Arnianna String Quartet will per-
form "Russian Splendor” at

8 p.m. at the Sheldon Concert Hall,
3648 Washington Blvd. in

St. Louis. Tickets are $20 for adults,
$15 for seniors and free for UMSL
students, faculty and staff and chil-
dren 17 and under. Visit
www.ariannaquartet.com for more
information. Call 5818 for tickets.

Mon. Feb. 7

Homecoming Banner
War, Blood Drive

Held at the MSC. Banners will be
hung on the MSC rotunda and
bridge. The blood drive is11 am. to
5 p.m. in Century Rooms A and B at
the MSC. The first 50 donors will
receive free Homecoming T-shirts.
Call 5291 for more information.

Mon. Feb. 7

Lecture on PTSD, aicohol
David S. Riggs, assistant professor of
psychology at the Univ. of Penn.,

will discuss "Treating Comorbid Post |

Traumatic Stress Disorder and
Alcohol Dependence" at 4 p.m. in
R120 Research Building. Free.
Sponsored by the Psychology Dept.
Call 5391 for more information.

Mon. Feb. 7

Chemistry seminar

UMSL Professor James S. Chickos,
will discuss "Hypothetical
Thermodynamic Properties" at

4 p.m. in 451 Benton Hall. Coffee
will be served at 3:45 p.m. Free.

|

Sponsored by the Dept. of Chemistry |

and Biochemistry. Call 5311 for
more information.

Tues. Feb. 8

Homecoming Parade

At noon, the Homecoming 2005
Parade will go past Marillac Hall and
proceed to Natural Bridge and then
to just south of the MSC near the
new lakes where there will be
refreshments and a bonfire.
Participants are to assemble at 11:30
a.m. at parking lot U on South
Campus. Call 5291 for more info.

Tues. Feb. 8
Ebony editor speaks

Ebony Editor Lerone Bennett Jr.,
executive editor of Ebony magazine,
will discuss "Historical Insights into
Black America" at 7 p.m. at the J.C.
Penney Conference Center. Free.
Sponsored by the Multicultural
Relations and the Office of Equal
Opportunity. Call 6807 for more
information.

Tues. Feb. 8

Study abroad info

The Center for International

Studies is holding informational ses-
sion on study abroad and exchange
programs at 2 p.m. in 331 Social
Sciences & Business Building.

Study abroad application deadline for
Summer and Fall 2005 is Feb. 25.
For more info call 6497 or visit
www.umsl.eduw/studyabroad.

Tues. Feb. 8

Music Festival

The E. Desmond Lee High School
Music Festival will take place at 6:30
p.m. at the Touhill Performing Arts
Center. About 700 students from 14
school districts will participate. The
concert is free and open to the pub-
lic, and sponsared by the E.
Desmond Lee Fine Arts Education
Collaboration.

Wed. Feb. 9

Film series features
music by Harbach

A screening of short films directed
by Alice Guy Blaché will

begin at 3 p.m. in the auditorium in
Gallery 210 at the Telecommunity
Center. One film has an original
score written by Barbara Harbach,
professor of music, directed by
James Richards, professor of music.
Part of the “Women in Film’ series,
as part of the “Women in the Arts’
program. Free. Call 7776 or visit
http://www.ums].edw/~wia for more
information.

Wed. Feb. 9

American authority and
int’l law lecture

Wed. Feb. 9

NY Artist lecture

¢ New York artist Jim Hodges will

discuss his life and work during an
"Artist Talk" at 7 p.m. in the Lee

| Theater at the PAC. In 2006, he

| will create a site-specific piece for
! Laumeier Sculpture Park Free.

. Call 7194 for more information.

Wed. Feb. 9

Iinfo session on studying
in Spain, Mexico
Session will be held in Room 527,

. Clark Hall, 3 p.m. Information on
| program types, financial aid and

~ scholarships, earning academic

| credit and application procedures.

call 6497 for more information.

' Thurs- Feb- 10

| PPRC forum

Professor David Laslo, presents the

| forum "The Ins and Outs of St.
| Louis Population Migration: An

Update" at noon in 427 Social
Sciences & Business Building.

| Free.Reservations

required. Call 5273 to reserve a
spot. Visit http://pprc.umsl.edu for
info.

Thurs. Feb. 10

Dance workshop .

' Thurs. Feb. 10

Mercantile Library exhib-
it opens

"R.H. Dick: The Western Works"
opens today and runs until April 17
in the St. Louis Mercantile Library.
Free. Call 6740 for more info.

Thurs. Feb. 10

Psychology lecture
Matthew J. Taylor, professor at U-

Wisconsin, will discuss "Delinquent

Behavior and Sports

will discuss "The Hot Side of Cool
Stars” at 3 p.m. in 328 Benton Hall.
Coffee at 2:30 p.m. in 516 Benton
Hall. Free. Sponsored by the Dept. of

| Physics and Astronomy. Call 5030

{ Participation Among Rural Minority

| Adolescent

Girls:

Implications |

 for Community-Level Research" at |

| 3:30 p.m. in 101 Benton

Hall. !

| Free. Sponsored by the Dept. of |

| Visit www.umsl.edw/studyabroad or ' Prpeholog CllazR] Tarmiis i,

' Thurs. Feb. 10

Free study skills workshop

Counseling Services is holding a
workshop on leaming study and test-
ing habits, managing procrastination,
and improving your memory skills.
From 3 to 4:30 p.m. in 126 MSC,
Free. Registration requested. Call
5711 to register or for info.

Also, Stop by the Counseling
Services table today in the Nosh from
11-2 and place your nomination for
this slightly offbeat and fun contest!
Everyone who submits a pick-up line
will receive free chocolate and infor-

| mation on healthy relationship skills.

"Dance Improvisation: A Means for |

Invention," a dance workshop,
held at 7:30 p.m. in the Lee Theater
at the Touhill PAC. St. Louis free-
lance improvisation artist Dawn

| Karlovsky will perform an improvi-

sation piece with cellist Mitsu Saito

| and dancer Summer Beasly, and

then conduct a short workshop.

| Free. Sponsored by the Department

of Theatre, Dance and Media
Studies. Call 4852 for more infor-
mation.

Thurs. Feb. 10

' Homecoming events

| The Homecoming 2005 Powder

. Puff Games, Bonfire and Tailgating
| Party will be held at 1 p.m. at the

| Mark Twain Athletic & Fitness

Mark Stein, postdoctoral research |

fellow, will discuss

2 p.m. in 331 Social
& Business Building.
Sponsored by the Center
International

For info, call 6495.

Wed. Feb. 9

Ash Wednesday Mass

"American |
Hegemony and International Law" at | Call 5291 for more information.
Sciences |
Free. |

for |
Studies and the |
Lentz Peace Research Association. |

- F. Anderson and Peggy O'Brien will |
i give poetry readings at

Catholic Newman Center will cele- |

brate Ash Wednesday Mass at 12:15 |
p.m. in Century Room C at the MSC. ' Studies. Call 6495 for more infor-

Open to the public. Call 385-3455 for |

more information.

Center, The Bonfire and Tailgating
Party will begin at 4:30 p.m. Free.

Thurs. Feb. 10

Irish-American poets

12:30
p.m. in 331 SSB. Free. Sponsored

Professorship in

mation.

Thurs. Feb 10
Knitty-Gritty in the Nosh
Every Thursday in February the
Knitty Gritty knitting club will be

| meeting at the Nosh around 3:30 - 5

p.m. Novices or experts welcome,
with or without supplies.

Fri. Feb. 11

% Homecoming Dance

The Homecoming 2005 Dance,
"A Night on the Town," will
be held at 7 pm. at the St. Louis
Airport Marriott Hotel, 9801

| Natural Bridge Road. Tickets are $20

| for individuals, $30 per couple and

$150 for a table of 10. Call 5291 for
more info.

Fri. Feb. 11

Lecture on hackers
Tom Holt, doctoral candidate

in criminology at UMSL; will dis-
cuss "Being 1337: Examining the
Hacker Subculture with Multiple
Data Sources" at 11 a.m. in 401
Social Sciences & Business

{ Building, Free. Part of the College of

- ; . Business Administration’s Seminar
Irish-American Poets Natalie |

Series in Business and Economics.

! Call 6142 for more info.

' by the Smurfit-Stone Endowed Fﬂ- Feb- 11
II‘iSh Ast

. ; ronomy lecture
Studies and Center for International | Rachel Osten, Janl h fellow

at the National Radio Astronomy
Observatory in Charlottesville,Va.,

for more information.

Fri. Feb. 11

Scholar discusses
Byzantine women

Angeliki E. Laiou, professor
of history at Harvard University in
Cambridge, Mass., will discuss
"Women and Marrage in the
Byzantine Empire" at 7:30 p.m. in
Century Room C at the MSC. Call
6241 for more info.

Fri. Feb. 11

Workshop on Outlook 03

For

"Outlook 2003: Making it Work
You" a free, hands-on
workshop, will be held from 1 to2:30
pm. in 107 South Campus
Computer Building. Registration
is available at www.umsl.edu/training.
Call 6016 for more information,

Fri. Feb. 11

MyGateway6 workshop
"MyGateway 6: Users' Workshop," a
Technology Fridays workshop, from
10 to 11:15 a.m. in 003 Computer
Center Building. Open to faculty,
staff and graduate teaching assistants,
and sponsored by ITS. Call 6538

Sat. Feb. 12

Arianna String Quartet
Arianna String Quartet, performs
"Music Beyond Words" at 2 p.m. in

| the E. Desmond and Mary Ann Lee

|

Theater at the Touhill PAC.
Admission is $10 for adults, free for
UMSL students, faculty and staff
and children 17 and under. Call 4949,

Sun. Feb. 13

Senior theater show

Etc., the UMSL senior theater com-
pany, will present "Love Letters" at 2
p.m. in the J.C. Penney auditorium.
Free. Call 5974 for more info.

Sat. Feb. 12

Trojan war lecture

UMSL Professor of Anthropology
Michael Cosmopoulos talks on
"Searching for the Kings of the
Trojan War: Myths, Archaeology and
the UMSL Dig in Greece" at 3 p.m.
at the Missouri Historical Society,
Lindell Boulevard and DeBaliviere.
Free. Call 6241 for more info.

Mon. Feb. 14

Monday Noon Series

Barbara Kachur, associate professor
of English at UMSL, will introduce her
new book on Restoration dramatists,
"Etherege and Wycherley," at 12:15
pm. in 229 J.C. Penney. Free. Call
5699 or visit http://www.umsl.edu/~cth
for more information,

The following criminal incidents
were reported to the UM-St. Louis
Police Department between Jan. 29
and Feb. 3, 2005. If readers have
information that could assist the
police investigation, they are urged to
call 516-5155.

Campus police, as a public service
to promote awareness, provide this
information. Remember, crime pre-
vention is a community effort.

Jan. 29, 2005 - Assault 3rd
Degree. 12:45 p.m. University
Meadows. Victim was visiting a
University Meadows resident when
he was assaulted by two others per-
sons at the apartment. Suspects fled,
investigation to identify the suspects
is ongoing.

Feb. 1, 2005 — Stealing Under
$500. Occurred between Jan. 1, 2005
and Feb. 2, 2005 in the Social Science
and Business Building. Victim stated
that person(s) unknown took two
software CDs from a bookcase in his
office.

Feb. 1, 2005 — Destruction of
Property, Marillac Hall. Damage
was discovered to the office door.
The incident occurred between 3:30
p.m. on Jan. 31, 2005 and 8:50 am.,
Feb. 1, 2005.

Feb. 1, 2005 - Stealing Under
$500. The incident occurred
between] p.m. and 7 p.m. in the Plaza
Garage. Victim discovered parking
permit taken from vehicle.

Feb. 3, 2005 — Stealing Under
$500. Incident occurred between 8:30
am. and 3:30 p.m in the Plaza
Garage. Victim discovered parking
permit taken from vehicle.

Feb. 3, 2005 — Attempt Stealing
Under $500. Incident occurred on
Feb 2, 2005 at 5:45 p.m. in Woods
Hall. Victim discovered an unknown
suspect in his office who had
attempted to steal two checks
belonging to the victim. Suspect
fled, partial description was
obtained. Suspect has been seen on
campus in the past.

Police: 516-5155

vr CLASSES

7 STUDYING

We can't help you with classes or studying
but we CAN combine work and fun!
Everyday feels like Friday at TGl Friday's.
You can make money and have fun at this job. TGl Friday's offers Great
Pay, Flexible Schedules, Great Tasting Food at a Discount and a Fun
' Place to Meet Fun People. Smiling,
energetic people should apply in person any day
2:00-4:00 pm.

TGl Friday’s
529 CHESTNUT STREET
(314-241-8443)

w WORK
w FUN

Looking for a loan and tired of being
declined? Celebrate the New Yearina
new home, or open up your very own
small business. Trust our caring Financial
Specialists to find you that perfect
(Business, Mortgage, Debt. Consl. Etc.)
loan with low rates.

TOLL FREE: 1 (888) 270 - 2570
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Legislators credit Chisholm for start in politics

‘Statehouse Sisters’ gives
Senator, Representatives
chance to reflect on
legislative predecessor

BY PauL HACKBARTH
Co-News Editor

Four Missouri state legislators
believe they owe their start in politics

¥ to the late Shirley Chisholm, the first

black woman elected to Congress in
1968.

On Friday, Feb. 4, UM-St.- Louis
held a discussion panel in Century
Room C of the Millennium Student

Center to celebrate Chisholm, who
died this January. Chisholm served
seven terms in Congress and ran for
president in 1972, but failed to win the
nomination.

The panelists, Sen. Maida
Coleman, Rep. Juanita Head Walton,
Rep. Robin Wright-Jones and Rep.
Esther Haywood, took part in
“Statehouse Sisters,” a forum to dis-
cuss how they became involved in pol-
itics and how to continue welcoming
women into political offices.

Coleman became the first female
Democratic Minority Leader in the
Missouri Senate. While she talked
about changes in legislation, Coleman
also shared a memory of when she
interviewed Chisholm and President
Gerald Ford on the same day.

She said, “Chisholm’s only ambi-
tion in life was to bring her voice to
represent the women and the minori-
ties that were not being heard.”

Walton, who represents North St.
Louis County, got involved in politics
after working on different candidates’
campaigns. Her grandfather, who was
the first black mayor in Missour,
inspired her to run for office. Walton
said women must vote for other
women in offices, and women legisla-
tors should reach out and bring women
in to fill other positions in politics.

Wright-Jones is an example of this,
as she took the place of former Rep.
Coleman. Wright-Jones attended UM-
St. Louis and represents eastern St.
Louis City and downtown. She said,
“To have Shirley Chisholm do what

she did was just a phenomenal thing.”

Wright-Jones told audience mem-
bers, “Make your voice known. We go
to the Capitol to serve you, and you
can serve us by speaking up and call-
ing all of the representatives.”

Haywood represents the district
including UM-St. Louis. “Women are
tough,” she said. “Any woman can
accomplish anything.”

Haywood said if Coleman had lis-
tened to people who told her women
cannot, she would not be in the Senate
today.

Shirley Chisholm is an inspiration
to these current legislators. Chisholm
had once said, “You don’t make
progress by standing on the side-
lines...you make progress by implant-
ing ideas.”

"New SGA committee will examine student fees

W

BY MIKE SHERWIN

Staff Writer

A newly formed student govern-
ment committee is trying to get its
homework done early by getting a
head start on evaluating next year’s
student fee proposals.

A handful of students showed up
Thursday afternoon for the inaugural
meeting of the Student Fee Review
Committee. Co-chair David Dodd
said the group will serve primarily as
a research committee, preparing for
the discussion on whether to approve
or reject student fee proposals which
come  before the  Student
Government Association each fall.

“Administration and the faculty
always try to take into consideration
the student’s perspective, but it’s dif-
ficult because they’re not paying the

bills,” Dodd, junior, international
business, said. “We’re just trying to
make sure that the real students’ per-
spective gets through.”

SGA Chairman Brian Rails,
junior, marketing, said students are
concerned that
student fees are
not going where
they are supposed
to, particularly
with the infra-
structure, athlet-

ics and \
Performing Arts  payid Dodd
Center fees. :
: .. Co-Chair of Student
Rails also said Fee Review
that many stu- Committee

dents have a mis-

understanding about the importance
of certain student fees. “People are
asking what would happen if the

infrastructure fee just didn’t go
through. A lot of people would be
without transportation on this cam-
pus [without the fee].”

So far, four members have divid-
ed up to research each student fee
request. Dodd said each student will
look at the historical data of their
assigned fees, examining the ser-
vices offered to students, expendi-
tures, costs and the fee increases to
date.

Elizabeth Jones, junior, business
administration, was assigned to look
at the Performing Arts Center fee,
currently at $10 per student per
semester. Jones said Rails convinced
her to join the committee.

“He had a point,” Jones said.
“People always complain about stu-
dent fees, but nobody wants to do
anything about it. So I figured I

KeviN PowEeLL Discusses ‘THE STATE oF BLack MEeN’ from page 1

might as well.”

UM-St. Louis student fees are the
highest in the UM system. A UM-St.
Louis undergraduate taking 12 cred-
it hours currently pays $392.20 in
student fees. A comparable student at
Mizzou pays $169.79 in student
fees; at UM-Rolla, $357.40; and at
UM-Kansas City, $298.90.

Dodd said he hopes the commit-
tee will provide a more circumspect
background to voting on any future
student fee increases. “Often the
assembly will have a lot of questions
[during discussions of fee increases],
but if we don’t have the facts to back
it up, we're voting on more of an
instinct. This committee will give us
a more responsible direction.”

The committee’s next meeting is
Thursday, Feb. 17 at 1 p.m. in the
Student Life conference room.

Powell was open about his tumul-
tuous life. “If we’re going to talk about
black manhood, we’ve got tq be brutal-
ly honest about it,” he said.

Raised by a single mother, Powell
grew up in poverty and said that he did
not have a father figure to look up to.
He had run-ins with the police and was
expelled from college for pulling a
knife on a female,

Powell said that the reason many
other African-American men were not
involved in the lives of their children
was because they were not taught to be
responsible. “I was raised believing

black women were there to take care of
us black men,” he said.

Another reason Powell gave for the
problems in African-American com-
munities was what he called “institu-
tionalized racism.” He said that the
school system is unfair to African-
Americans and he challenged his audi-
ence to work together to change it.

“At a certain point, you got to take
control of your situation.”

Powell acknowledged that some
African-American men do not fit the
model he talked about, but he said, “We
got to struggle to find black men who

"

care,

The talk was aimed primarily at
African-American men, but women
and children made up a significant part
of the audience.

“I'm interested in learning more
about the struggles of black men and
African-American relationships
between black men and black women,”
Dadre Bolar, UM-St. Louis alumni,
[Powell’s] experience.”

“We need to know more about
what's troubling men so we can sin-
cerely, genuinely help them,” Rev.

Thomas Hood Jr, minister of
Friendship Baptist Church, said.

After speaking, Powell took ques-
tions from the audience, town-hall
meeting style. One of the event orga-
nizers, MK Stallings, graduate student,
sociology, moderated the discussion.
Powell signed copies of his latest book,
“Who's Gonna Take the Weight?” after
the discussion.

The Office of Student Life,
Associated Black Collegians, UPB and
First Civilizations sponsored the discus-
sion. It was part of the University’s
Black History Month events.

These four legislators continue to
implant ideas in younger women inter-
ested in joining local politics.

The Sue Shear Institute for Women
in Public Life reported that six of the
34 state senators and 36 of the 163
state representatives from Missouri are
women.

“We're excited to have role models
of wonderful work that can be done
and can help the public, and it’s being
done by some remarkable African-
American women,” Vivian Eveloff,
director and founder of the Sue Shear
Institute, said.

This forum was unique because it is
the only African American History
Month event involving blacks and
women.

“We’ve held this event for many

years, and we invite a different mix of
officer holders who are women each
year,” Eveloff said. “We run these pro-
grams to make them accessible to
recruit women to run for offices and
teach women the skills they need to
run in the legislation.”

Along with the Sue Shear Institute,
the Institute for Women'’s and Gender
Studies, Office of Multicultural
Relations, Office of Equal
Opportunity, the Evening College, the
African American Chapter of the UM-
St. Louis Alumni Association, Center
for Human Origin and Cultural
Diversity, Office of Student Life and
ASUM sponsored the discussion
forum.

INEWS BRIEFS

Construction on South
Campus will close
roads, parking lots

Starting Monday, Feb. 14, certain
roads and parking lots will be closed
to traffic on the South Campus for
construction of a new residential hall
next to Seton Hall and the Nursing
Administration Building,

East Drive will allow two-way
traffic instead of one-way from South
Drive to the Nursing Administration
Building. Parking on East Drive is
prohibited because construction
crews will use the road. South Drive
will also allow two-way traffic from
the Child Development Center to
East Drive.

Parking lots Z, ZZ, YY and MM
will close permanently. Students, fac-
ulty and staff are asked to park in
parking lots U, T and Y in front of
Marillac Hall. Lot XX will also be
temporarily closed due to road repair
and construction on the Villa
Building.

Individuals who normally park in
these lots will be notified when they
are allowed to park in them again.
Stops for the shuttle bus will also be
changed to pick up students, faculty
and staff who park in the new lots.
| The new residential halls are

scheduled to be completed in July
2006.

UMSL, local hospitals
get nursing education

grant

The College of Nursing at UM-St.
Louis, along with St. Louis area hos-
pitals and a health care company,
received a $259,486 grant to expand
professional nursing education. The
Missouri Hospital Association spon-
sored the two-year grant.

“The College of Nursing devel-
oped a collaborative education part-
nership with Barnes-Jewish Hospital,
St. Louis Children’s Hospital, St
Luke’s Hospital and SSM Health
Care which will allow the College to
increase enrollment by 75 percent,”
Teri Murray, director of the under-
graduate nursing program at UM-St.
Louis, said. '

MHA hopes to increase the num-
ber of registered nursing students
accepted into nursing education pro-
grams. Although the number of nurs-
ing students enrolling and graduating
from courses is increasing, there
remains a shortage of nurses in hos-
pitals and health care centers, and
potential registered nursing students
are being turned away, MHA report-
ed.

This grant allows the College of
Nursing to hire expert clinicians as
adjunct faculty and expand the
Nursing Arts Laboratory, which will
provide simulated patient modules
and better equipment and supplies.

CELEBRATE

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

WITH

VUSI MAHLASELA

“THE VOICE”

“He was the voice during the revolution, a voice of hope, sort of like a
Woody Guthrie or Bob Dylan of South Africa, and he still is.”

“Vusi Mahlasela sings as a songbird does; in total response to being
alive. Music was at the heart of the struggle for freedom; Vusi was
there. Music is at the heart of reconstruction; Vusi’s music is here to

stir and delight us. He is a national treasure.”

VUSI'Ss MUSIC SKIMS FOLK, ROCK, TRADITIONAL AFRICAN

AND EVEN A TOUCH OF REGGAE, OFFERING MASTERPIECES
FOR RECONCILIATION IN THE POST-APARTHEID ERA, AND
WELCOMING HOME THE PRISCNERS AND EXILES EAGERTO

Nadine Gordimer, 1991 Nobel Prize Winner

REMAKE THE WORLD.

16 FEBRUARY 2005 - 7:30 PM

LEE THEATRE - ONLY 350 SEATS!

BLANCHE M. TOUHILL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ST. LOUIS

TICKETS: $15 - GENERAL ADMISSION

BOX OFFICE: 314-516-4949 TOLL FREE: 866-516-4949

UMSL STUDENT DISCOUNT

PRESENTED BY: E. Desmond Lee Global Ethnic Collaborative, and E. Desmond Lee
Professorship in African/ African-American Studies of the Center for International
Studies, University of Missouri-St. Louis, with the support of The Regional Arts
Commission, St. Louis and St. Louis Center for International Relations.

$7.00

BLANCHE M. TOUHILL
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
AT THE CNIVERSTTY OF MISSOURIST. 10U1S

Dave Matthews
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Homecoming week: EsEnmm
quick, painless and
committment free

The population at UM-St. Louis
includes about 16,000 students. A
scant few thousand students are actu-
ally involved in student organizations
on campus, and that’s stretching the
numbers.

Student organizations provide a
way for students to become more
involved on campus and meet new
people, but many do not have time to
commit regularly. This week,
Homecoming will provide an easy
outlet for all students to get involved.

UM-St. Louis has been working on

Texas Hold ‘Em tournament and the
car parade that has been brought back
for a second consecutive year. Old
favorites, such as the Penny Wars, the
Big Man on Campus competition,
powder puff football and tailgating,
will still be a part of Homecoming.
Each event is a contest among stu-
dent organizations at UM-St. Louis.
Student Life is providing prizes as
incentives for organizations to get
involved. If you belong to an organi-
zation within the University, you can
earn points for your group and win

ways to increase and retain student life ~ prizes by participating.
on campus because currently, the cam- School spirit, though not high on
pus lacks activi- the  priority
ty. While we agenda for
have a Student Y'see, thisis exactly whal  many students
Life office, it hoppens when you don't here, is one
often feels like reason to get
our school lacks prepare for homecomigg! involved in
actual  student Homecoming.
life, By enrolling at
Homecoming UM-St. Louis,
can change that we  connect
with  different = ourselves to
events offered all » several enor-
week long. With 2 mous commu-
several reason- nities. We
ably short establish ties
events, the “spir- with  fellow
it week” is a 2o adults seeking
chance for those " knowledge. We
with busy sched- join the ranks
ules to get a taste of educated
of campus life individuals. We
without months make up both
of committment. athletic  and
This year, the academic
Homecoming A teams that
committee  is compete in dif-

bringing back old favorites in terms of
activities, adding some new ones, and
is centered around the theme, “A
Night on the Town.”

During spring semester of last year,
the Student Government Association
voted to move Homecoming from the
spring semester in February to the fall
semester during October. This year,
students will get a chance to go to two
Homecomings. Student Life has
booked the Airport Marriot to host
Homecoming in October, also. .

Homecoming is not just one of
those one-night events where every-
one gets gussied up, nor is it just your
average rival basketball game between
UM-St. Louis and SIUE. It is a week-
long event that caters to the schedules
and interests of a larger population.
Plenty of activities exist for students,
and everyone should take part, even if
it is as simple as casting a vote for
Homecoming king and queen or toss-
ing some pennies into the Penny War
jars.

New activities this year include the

How do you feel about the
topics we've covered?

ferent arenas with other local and dis-
tant schools. All of these connections
should conjure some sense of pride
and belonging, and Homecoming is
the time to celebrate.

Involvement never hurts on a
résumé. Scholarship and job applica-
tions ask you to list the organizations
and activities with which you are or
have been involved. Homecoming can
serve as a springboard for student
involvement. Try it out, and if you do
not like it, there is no pressure to con-
tinue.

We pay close to $400 in student
fees, and some of that money goes to
Homecoming. Demand a tangible rea-
son for the cost: participate in this
week's events.

Some people would rather stay at
home or go out elsewhere next Friday.
Consider going to the dance, but if you
really do not enjoy that sort of event,
don’t go. But consider spending a little
bit of time at one of the other events
this week, and pay tribute to your con-
nection to this University.

Students at UM-St.
Louis are not
normally enthused
by the thought of
gathering together
and celebmting.
Homecoming is a
chance for

everyone to pay
tribute to the con-
nections we hold at* |

the Um‘versity,‘ o

Y L T ~  Europe. On Jan. 31, 2004, people expe-
Participate in one

or all of the
Home'_c;arning
events. It doesn’t

matter if you tms_ B

a few pennies iﬁi@r B

a Penny War jar or
buy an entire table
at the dance, just
break the |
apathetic mold.

Tell us what you think! Drop
s aline at the office, 388
MSC, or online at our website
.- ‘;- .-. 7 ..I._ . .. b | e g

¢ Homecoming: quick,- easy, fun
e Celebrate the Iraq election
e Internships help job hunt

You can make your voice
heard in a variety of ways!

e Submit a letter to the editor
e Write a guest commentary
¢ Visit the online forums at

TheCurrentOnline.com

. ‘write on my cover let-

Elections in Iraq

Cause for celebration

Dear Naysayer,

You voted against George W. Bush
in the 2004 election, and I am com-
pletely fine with that. I will not disclose
for whom I cast my ballot, but suffice it
to say that I agreed and disagreed with
points made by both candidates and my
choice was not automatic. My reaction
to the final vote count was mixed.

Naysayer,  please
understand that I com-
pletely support every
angle of your first
amendment rights. In
fact, I encourage you to
voice your opinion,
peaceably  assemble,
protest when you feel the
urge, utilize printed word
and enjoy all the free-
doms available to you
here in America.

I would like to ask
you a favor, though: -
please stop whining all
the time about how much our President
sucks. By all means, voice your opin-
ion, but would you mind giving some
recognition when something good hap-
pens as a direct or indirect result of his
actions?

For the first time in decades, the
people of Trag had the chance to cast a
real democratic ballot. Regardless of
who made it possible for them to do so,
the ability to exercise freedom is an
event to marvel. Some compared last
Sunday to Nov. 9, 1989, the day the
Berlin Wall fell, symbolizing the fall of
dictatorial control and oppression in

renced freedom. So why do you have
to trivialize this monumental occasion
by calling it something unimportant
that will have no effect on Iraq or its
people?

Did you watch television that day?
Did you surf the Internet or look at a

KATE DROLET
Editor-in-Chief

newspaper? Did you miss the tears of
joy pictured as men and
women broke free from the hand that
squeezed the life out their nation?
Thousands of people proudly displayed
blue-inked fingers, defying the dictator-
ship that imprisoned them for so long.

Naysayer, you disagree with the war
in Iraq and many of Bush’s other for-
eign policy decisions. I dis-
agree with some of them
too, but if nothing else, the
entire situation has been
lined with the silver of a
long-suffering people now
justified.

My dad met an Iraqgi
man last week that voted
freely for the first time.
Under Saddam Hussein,
the man said, ballots read

‘yes’ and ‘no.’ If a person
voted ‘no,’ as the man did,

“poll officials arrested him.
~ This disgusting election
system enslaved a country under the
dictatorship of a man who raped, tor-
tured and murdered his people. _

Don't stop exercising your free-
doms, Naysayer, but give credit where
it's due. Situations improve when free-
dom exists. I am not denying the fact
that terrorism is still rife in the Middle
East, but now citizens can fight it by
electing their own officials.

Our country helped do that. The
United States takes the blame for every-
thing that goes wrong over there, so
shouldn’t we celebrate when our com-
bined efforts lead to success?

Whether or not America should
have gone to Iraq is one issue, and the
importance of the recent Middle
Eastern election is another. I encourage
you to hate on the President all you
want. Just stop insulting the people of
Iraq by insisting their freedom is worth
nothing.

Internships boost your resume

One of the most stressful times of an
academic career is the job application
process. Perfecting your resume, writ-
ing the best cover letter and preparing
writing clips or other things the compa-
ny asks for can be a long, stressful and
difficult project. Even looking for the
right intemship can be hard.

Once again, [ resorted to the internet
to find tips on what the best clips are,
how I can make my resume stand out
and what exactly to

ter. Many good sites
exist out there that pro-
vide this information
for you; just put a few
words into a.search
engine and you are
bound to get a few use-
ful sites. Also, a class
that I took last semester
provided me with help-
ful information on
applying for jobs.

I do not think the
professor would mind
being mentioned, but I
am just going to refer to
him as a professor. He
was very knowledgeable about the
application process because it was his
job for a number of years. He hired
interns, so his advice to the class was
retained with no hesitation. One of the
suggestions he made that stood out to
me was to list three strengths at the top
of your resume instead of having an
objective. Your cover letter should
address your objectives.

One problem many of us may
encounter is the issue of salary in an
internship. The pay for this educational
requirement is usually zero. Very sel-
dom do students find an internship that
pays; after all, I guess it is all about the
experience. Internships can help you
decide whether or not you like the path
you have chosen. One benefit of many
internships is getting in with the com-
pany. Make yourself stand out so the
company remembers you when you go
back to apply for a full-time job.

A speaker that came into one of my
classes said the biggest mistake interns

Becky ROSNER
Managing Editor

make is simply going to the internship
and doing their job. You have to express
interest in what you do and let the boss-
es know you are interested in being
there. Make yourself stand out by doing
things above and beyond your duties,
and make yourself available for other
tasks besides your normal duties. You
never know when they may need some-
one and end up considering you for the
position or duty. >

Another benefit of an
internship is meeting peo-
ple. You may meet some-
one who has connections
at a company where you
are most interested in
working, A good deal of
people in a particular
industry know others all
over the board.. If you get
in good with them, they
may be willing to help
you out when you decide
to look for a full-time job.

Looking for that job or
internship can be chal-
lenging. Today, many
~ companies allow you to

apply online. Some even
let you search for job openings through
the company website. The process may
be much different for internships,
though. I have noticed that most do not
post internships online.

The best advice [ would give anyone
is to take advantage of the resources
you have on campus. Career Services
offers many beneficial services. This
week they are sponsoring Resume
Mania, where you are able to email
your resume to Career Services and
someone will critique it and send it
back to you. They also offer an e-
recruiting service. Contact themn at 516-
5111 for more information on this and
other services available to students. The
internet also provides some good search
sites. For example, on monster.com,
you are able to post your resume and
then employers are able to view it and
contact you for a job. Overall, it is not
an easy process, but be excited about it;
you do have the resources to help you
along the way.

Cecilia Lucido
Freshman

Business
(1

1 don't think there will be any positive
short-term effects. Democracy will
everttually work but we'll have to
oversee its operation for awhile.

»

1 don't know much about it
really, but | think it's good that
the people get to choose the

Katie Jones Dale Chambers
Junior Graduate Student
Marketing Masters in Public Administration
[ €&
| haven't been following it since Saturday

government now.

»

(Jan 29) but | don’t think it will accomplish
what the Bush Administration thinks it will. |
do hope that the iraqi people get what they
want, but then again, in our elections some

people didn't get what they wanted.
»

(13
1 believe the impact of the elections

encourage terrorism through people

Jodi Kriebaum

Senior

will be minimal. In fact, it may

believing that their government is
America-appointed.

»
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Science finds vision

can improve with age

BY CATHERINE MARQUIS-
HOMEYER

Everyone knows that vision declines
as we age. Yet some scientists have
recently found an exception to this rule.
For one kind of vision, the old see better
than the young,

T'am not talking about a philosophical
kind of vision but the ordinary old eye-
ball kind. Last year, I wrote a column in
which I described how most of our
vision is really in our brains and has less
to do with the eye and retina than people
assume. The new study’s discovery con-
cemed a part of the brain that processes
visual input. Older adults are better at
detecting some movement in a large
field than young adults.

According a Canadian study, sub-
jects 60 years old and over have neuro-
logical changes to the areas involved
with vision that allow them to better spot
small motions in a larger high contrast
field.

After age 40, most people have some
decline in vision. Visual sharpness
declines as the eyeball loses flexibility.

Focusing on near objects becomes more
difficult. There is also a decrease in the
ability to detect differences in shades of
color because the lens of the eye yellows
and makes it harder to detect light at the
blue end of the spectrum. Aging eyes
also require more light, as the eye is not
as able to take in light and glare also
becomes a problem. Because of the
many problems with vision in aging, the
researchers expected to find that the
older subject performed worst than the
young adults in the study that measured
the speed at which subjects could detect
motion in a large repetitive fields.

What the researchers found was the
opposite of their expectation.

Motion vision is a complex thing,
depending on the brain’s processing of
the visual signals. Part of this process
depends on the brains’ ability to decide
what part of the visual field to ignore and
what parts are significant. As the brain
decides what is i t in a visual
field, there is a complex interaction in
which some neural cells suppress the
signal of other cells, filtering out unim-
portant details to better focus on the sig-
nificant parts of the picture. Hence some
neural cells are stimulated while others
are inhibited.

Researchers at McMaster University
in Ontario tested two groups of subjects,
one 18 to 31 years of age and the other
60 years and older. The subjects were
shown computer screens with vertical,
moving black and white lines. The sub-
jects’ ability to detect which direction the
lines were moving in was measured as
the number of lines was increased.

Previous studies indicated that people
were better at detecting direction of
movement if the lines were low-contrast
grey lines, but if the lines were high con-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

trast black and white, they had increasing
difficulty as the number of lines
increased. Researchers hypothesized that
the contrast plays a role in triggering the

|
|

signal suppression involved in motion |

detection,

Previous studies had also shown that
for young adults, increasing the number |

of lines decreased the speed at which the

person could detect motion. When the |
researchers included older test subjects, |
they expected their performance to be
even slower. Instead, they found that |
when most of the screen was covered by |
the moving lines, older subjects” ability
to detect the direction of movement lev- |

eled off at 70 milliseconds, whereas 18

to 31 year-olds took 100 milliseconds, or
even longer if the movements wereina

small area.
Patrick Benneft of
University speculated that this improve-

McMaster |

ment with age in this kind of visual task |
might allow older people to sce the big |
picture better. They could perhaps better |
follow a big field of motion and detect |
small changes in that field sooner
because their brains might not be filter- |
ing out as much information. Scientists |
thought that perhaps the inhibition of |
some neurons declined with age, letting |
the older subjects see changes that the |

younger ones rmissed.

The study results also raise questions |
about whether older people share this |

advantage with the very young, whose

still-developing brains may not be as |
good at filtering out signals as the young |

adult brains.

The results of this study indicate that

this signal suppression may decline with

age, but that allows the older people to |

detect small movements more quickly in
a complex field.

L
Student angered by police treatment

As a UM-St. Louis student of five
years, | have become well acquainted
with the “parking situation" of our cam-
pus. I too grumbled at the maore-than-
half-my-rent costs associated with that
new sticker every four months.

However, after a thousand dollars or
so I caved into the idea that perhaps the
check-writers of the University did need
the revenue generated from student park-
ing fees in order to provide an expanding
learning environment, and that by under-
mining this source of income I would
only be hurting myself and fellow colle-
gians.

I simply could not afford a sticker this
semester. | have slowly paid the price
with a couple of $25 and $50 tickets so
far this semester. However, since the tick-
ets have all promptly been paid and none
are outstanding, I was rather surprised to
find my car booted Tuesday night.

I immediately called the Cashier's
Office to be reassured that [ carmed a $0
balance, then proceeded to call the police
station. The man answering the phone
informed me that the policy for booting
cars was to "identify repeat offenders."
To clarify, I was told that "repeat offend-
er" describes one who has multiple
unpaid tickets. Once a student receives
$240 in unpaid tickets, the car is booted
in order to charge and receive a $25 fee.
seems counter-intuitive to obtaining
money from people who already aren't
paying and does not go toward any out-
standing balance, the fact remains that I
had neither a single unpaid ticket nor hit
the $240 cap.

L, however, remained calm in feeling
that this was just a misunderstanding that

RETENTION, from page I

Other suggestions he had were
“telling students who their advisor of
record is, improving the accuracy of
information and getting with major or
departmental advisor at appropriate
Not all students complained, howev-
er. Several said the advising helped them
with education and career choices, in
addition to picking classes. “They really
take the time to sit down and talk to you,”

would soon be cleared. The man who
answered the phone, after listening to my
story, seemed relaxed and invited me to
talk to an officer to figure things out.
After receiving a hitch from a friend and
upon entering the police station I began to
feel somewhat edgy as I listened to the
dispatcher's mude and condenscending
tone to the various callers needing assis-
tance.

I had a seat as directed and was soon
"greeted" by an officer who asked if I was
ready to get my car. Assuming my story
had been explained, | was surprsed to
hear him ask me for $25. I again
explained my predicament and was
immediately cut off with "Td like to give
you your vehicle back, but I can't unless
you pay the fine."

Thinking he did not understand me, 1
tried again to explain that there shouid
have never been a boot or fee. His tone
tumed from cordial to downright snotty
as he refused to offer any other explana-
tion other than to pay the fine and take it
up with someone else later.

His only other response was that it
wasn't his problem and that he didn't have
access to information concemning
whether [ had paid the tickets or not.
Before the police department decides (o
do something as drastic as hostaging your
car, doesn't it seems prudent to be sure the
action is warranted?

I asked if T was expected to walk
home and he told me yes, I would not get
my car back until I paid the fine. I was
informed that it was after 4:30 p.m. and
everyone had gone home. I asked for the
supervisor's name and number (since he
was not "qualified” to take any action),
which he at first refused to give to me

because he didn't want me to "call her at
home."

‘Bikifay fénd not Been kind enbugh
to stay there with me and lend me money,
I would have been swanded 45 miles
from home.

This does not seem legal or ethical to

me. To be honest this is not about $25 for
me; it is more about the complete discon-
nection our UM-St. Louis police depart-
ment seems to have from both University
adminstration and its students.

This officer had the audacity to bla-
tantly inspect my money for counterfeit
solely for the purpose of flaunting the
upperhand he had in this situation and
further frustrate me. His entire demeanor
was rude and patronizing.

1 was never spoken to as condescend-
ingly as that as a child: I refuse to be treat-
ed like that as an educated adult. 1 sin-
cerely hope that this old man's bullying
aftitude made him sleep better that night.
This professional campus security officer
went as far to purposefully frustrate me
by making me pick up the money from
directly in front of him and hand it 1o him
for payment.

This 20-minute experience has forev-

er ruined my opinion of the UM-St. Lous |
police department and tarnished my

feeleings for this school in general. 1 feel

that [ was bullied and extorted. I left there |

feeling swindled. T can't help but feel that
the banner in the MSC that has so proud-
ly boasted "UMSL Cares About Its
Students..." should end in .. Money."

Nicole Dumonceaux
Ph.D Student, Psychology

Alex Kerford, senior, engineering, said.

“T think there is a mixed reaction to
the advising and students’ experience
with it,”" Crockett said. “We’ll get a better
overall perception of that once all the
information is in.”

Tanzeena Hosin, junior, psychology,
attended the event so that she could have
a say in how to improve the University.

“T was going to transfer [from UM-
St. Louis] but ended up staying,” Hosin

said.

Noel-Levitz is a consulting firm that

works exclusively with colleges and uni-
vesrsities on enrollment management
issues. It is the largest firm in the nation
to focus on the topic and has offices
around the country, though none are in
St. Louis. The company will provide a
written report to the university contain-
ing their observations and recommenda-
tions.

New CompPUTER LaB AT WARD E. BARNES LIBRARY, ﬁ'om_page 1

“We finally decided that, in part-
nership with ITS, we would open a
library research commons over here,”
Cann said. “Tt had worked so well at
Thomas Jefferson that it was just a
good thing to do for our students. I

must say that all of our students have

been extremely happy with it.”

One of the project managers from
the library, Ted Ficklen, explained the
timeline of construction.

“The planning for [the research
commons] started Christmas 2003.

We had our first meeting then,”
Ficklen said. “Then construction took
place summer of 2004. We had pre-
liminary opening fall semester 2004
but there have been details we have
been ironing out.”

Cann said the opening had been
postponed until winter semester 2005
for minor reasons. “We actually had
it ready and open first day of fall
semester but there were little things
here and there. The lounge fumiture
hadn’t arrived yet and it just wasn’t

ready.”

The library funded the furniture in
the commons while ITS funded the
computers. One estimate was that
each work station cost more than
$2000.

“It’s your student compulting fees
at work.” Ficklen said. “A big impe-

tus for computing is making sure stu- |
dent computing fees are spent |
responsibly and yel conspicuously.
It’s nice to have something big and |

new on the south campus.”

Gary moves to Queens,

meets Killer and Coolio

GARY SoHN
New York Correspondent

Author John A. Shedd once said, "A
ship in harbor is safe, but that is not
what ships are built for."

Moving across the Queensboro
Bridge into Manhattan, I told the taxi
driver to drop me off at the Manhattan
Comfort Inn, which is located on West
35th Street and 5th Avenue. It was the
cheapest place in New York that I could
find in my large stack of brochures from
the airport. For $99 a night [ was in the
heart of New York City. Around the
comer from my hotel stood the Empire
State Building, and Time Square was
only a few blocks away.

The taxi dropped me off at the hotel,
and I checked in at around 11:30 p.m. I
wanted to check out the city but it was
too cold and windy to walk anywhere.
I decided to stay inside for the night.
After going through my room, check-
ing out the bathroom and seeing how
many channels my television had (only
six). I started going through a newspa-
per that T had bought earlier; Looking
for affordable places to rent nearby.

Before getting to the real estate sec-
tion, I began to have doubts about
moving to New York City.

As I flipped through the newspaper
[ read headlines that said, “Family of
four slaughtered,” “Dead newbomn at
Bx. church™ and *Man shot sis and pal
in W'Chester.”

Continuing through the pages, I
found some more disturhing things. 1
read briefly about some people being
shot by random gunfire, a group of gang
members going around hitting people
with bats and stealing their money, a
story about the police catching the
“Sunday School Slasher.” The slasher,
for fun, was going around slashing peo-
ple with a blade (Boy am I glad they
caught this creep before I got here).

“This is just great,” I thought. “T am
going to die. [ just survived a possible
plane crash ~caused by turbulence- just
so that I can land on the ground and get
either stabbed, shof or beaten to death.
Wouldn't that be *ironic.”

Just then, sirens stared blaring and
homs were beeping. I looked out the
window and saw cop cars. ambulances
and fire trucks speeding down the street.
My face shined bright blue and red from
the lights coming off the emergency
vehicles as they passed by.

I quickly went to my door and
placed the “do not disturb™ sign on the
outside knob. Then I dashed to the cur-
tains, closed them and turned out all the
lights except the lamp by the bed. After
securing the fort, I laid on the bed and
went back to apartment hunting. I final-
ly reached the real estate section. No
deaths on this page (some good news
for a change) and circled a couple of
places to call in the morning.

As the sirens continued screaming
outside, I put the paper away and tumed
out the light. I pulled the cover over my
head and prayed that I would live to see

my second day in New York.

The next day, I woke up early and
began searching for an apartment. After
calling several different places, I finally
found a room to rent. Room Finders, a
company who specializes in finding
cheap rooms to rent for people on a lim-
ited budget, said that they had a room
within my price range.

I traveled to their office in Jamaica
Queens, filled out an application form
and paid the $85 service fee.

Janet, an elderly lady in her fifties
with a huge cast on her left arm, handled
my account. She treated me like one of
her grandsons. She told me which buses
I needed to take in order to reach my
new room on Maspeth Avenue in
Queens. I thanked her and went to shake
her hand. [ suddenly felt embarrassed,
realizing that I reached for the broken
hand.

She looked at me and said, “Good
luck. You're going to need it,” as I gen-
tly released my grip from the thick plas-
tered hand.

Before catching a bus to Queens, I
called my new landlord Frank and told
him [ was coming over.

I reached the house, knocked on the
door and heard a voice say, “Enter.” As
I opened the door, a giant German
Shepard jumped up and hit me in the
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My face shined
bright blue and red
from the lights...l
quickly went to my
door and placed the
‘do not disturb’ sign
on the outside knob.
Then | dashed to the
curtains, closed
them and turned out
all of the lights...

35

crotch. A man at the table said, “Killer,
down.”

I pushed Killer away from my mid-
section and said, as calmly as I could
while “Killer” was lounging at my gen-
italia, “Whoooa, Dowwwwn boy.”

“Killer is a she,” Frank told me.

Oops. Sarry about that.

“Killer gets excited when she meets
new people. Don't worry though, she is
Just doing her job. She's a drug sniffing
dog. She's my partner,” he said. “Are
you Gary?’

The fact that Frank is a DEA.
(Drug Enforcement Agent) made me
feel better knowing that there would be
police protection in the house.

He told me to follow him upstairs to
my new room. Entering through a door
upstairs and walking down a hallway [
took notice of my new habitat. We
passed by a poster in the hall picturing
Al Pacino in the movie “Scarface.” A
line below the picture of him read, “Say
hello to my little friend.” We passed the
bathroom to the kitchen where several
empty Corona and Heineken beer bot-
tles stood. Eventually we reached my
room. It is about the same size as two
normal size dorm rooms combined. The
floor is hard wood and the walls are
plain white. My new home has asmall
closet for clothes and a bare window
without a curtain or blinds.

He told me that the room came
unfumnished, and [ told him that would
do for now.

RESEARCHER, from page 1

“Traditionally, the research
department brings in researchers to
talk about their research, including
post-doctoral candidates. graduate
students and researchers from the
community,” Barton said.

“Undergraduates and graduate
students attend the seminar class
twice a week, once at the colloquium
and once to the professor to talk
about their own research,” he said.

Students and faculty learned
about Mansoori’s work through the
seminar. Mansoori has worked with
petroleum companies since 1983 but
is now working with them looking
from a different perspective.

“The reason I started working on
this subject is because I've had a
long career of working on the pro-
duction side of petroleum before I
started working on nanotechnology,”
Mansoori said. “T'd solve their
everyday technical problems and
[get] interested on the heavy ends of
petroleum and found out those same
things are useful for nanotechnolo-

g’y".

In his discussion, Mansoori

talked about asphaltines and dia-

mondoids, nanostructures found in
petroleum. Asphaltines, he said, can
cause problems in petroleum pro-
duction when they clog pipelines.
His research showed that resins,
another nanostructure, prevent the
asphaltine from sticking to the walls
of pipes.

He also found that asphaltine
when mixed with aromatics, prod-
ucts in petroleum, produces micelles,
which are important because they
demonstrate the ability of self-
assembly, a major principle of nan-
otechnology. Mansoori said if scien-
tists can control the self-assembly of
micelles into bigger structures, the
future holds promising applications.

When discussing diamondoids,
the other structure he focused on,
Mansoori quoted Eric Drexler, a pio-
neer who coined the term ‘nanotech-
nology.” Drexler claimed diamon-
doids were the “building blocks for

nanotechnology.”
Mansoori said the company
ChevronTexaco invested funds

towards diamondoid manufacturing.

I paid Frank $200 (first and last
weeks' deposit) and he left. T took off
my coat and laid it on the floor. I had
been running around all day looking for
an apartment and decided to take a nap
before checking out of the hotel.

I slowly drifted to sleep.

A couple of hours into my slumber I
was awoken by gun fire and bombs
exploding.

I heard “Da-Da-Da-Da-Da” as bul-
lets shot through the next

room. Then the sound of fire fol-
lowed. “Whoooosh.”

“Oh no,” I thought, “not again. I
don't want to die.”

A wild and crazy scream followed
the destructive chaos.

“Ha-Heeeceeeeeeeeeeeee.”

“Da-Da-Da.” Another explosion.

“Woooohoooo!” Another scream.

I heard some footsteps in the
kitchen, along with the sound of glass
bottles clanking together. I cracked open
the door and saw a man with a dark tan
and long brown hair opening up a
Corona bottle. He took a big gulp from
his drink and yelled, “Ha-Heeeee!”

T opened the door some more, and he
tumed around as it began to creak open.

He stared at me from his beet red
eyes. Large crow's-feet ran down from
his eyes and to his cheek bones. With a

Latin accent, he asked without hesita-
tion, “Hello, How are you?”

“Fine,” I replied, “and yourself?”

‘Tm doing good. My name is
Coolio. I live here.”

“Me too. My name is Gary. 'm
your new roommate.”

1 did not wake you with sound
from TV?” he asked.

“No,” I lied.

Coolio and I sat down in the
kitchen table and had a couple of
Coronas together. We talked about
where we were from and what we
thought of New York City. He had
moved to New York five years ago
from Argentina.

I explained that [ was new here
and that I didn’t know where all the
cool places were.

"Nephew (he called me), not to
worry. | know places you can go and
have fun...and be safe," Coolio said.

After polishing off my beer bottle I
went down to catch the bus that went
back to Manhattan. I would move into
my stuff from the hotel tomorrow after
my first day at NBC. Coolio told me
about some bars that I will probably
check out tomorrow. I think things will
turn out alright.

Just before my hands began to turn
numb from the extremely cold temper-
atures, the bus finally pulled up and
stopped in front of me. As the bus doors
opened up, something strange hap-
pened. People started pouring out of it
coughing and chokin. Some had their
hands and scarves covering their faces.
I stood watching on the sidewalk until
an aggravated voice called, “Are you
getting on or what?”’

It was the bus driver who had yelled
at me. He did not look happy either. He
had one of his gloves off of his hands
and was using it to cover his nose and
mouth.

I entered the bus and swiped my bus
card. Just then something hit me in the
face.

Stay tuned next week when Gary
meets celebrities, meets his new bosses,
one who tums out to be a “Cheese
Stick,” and goes on a wild night with
Coolio.

“ChevronTexaco recognized the
importance of these, and there is no
question about other companies
doing the same. If they see an oppor-
tunity, they will go for it,” Mansoori
said.

Mansoori listed applications of
diamondoids such as uses in antiviral
drugs, drug targeting and delivery
and designing artificial red blood
cells called respirocytes. He also
named nanobots, molecular
machines, molecular probes and
nanomodules as uses for diamon-
doids.

“Nanotechnology has been called
the next industrial revolution,”
Mansoori said. _

He compared his research to
inventing the wheel. “Nobody knew
we would make cars after inventing
the wheel. In this research, we're
building elements to put together to
make different things. It’s just the

beginning of the field.”
Mansoori recently wrote a book
called “Principles of

Nanotechnology,” which will be
released in Spring or Summer 2005.
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Getting the
most out of
grad school
with GSA

BY MELissa McCRraRy
Features Editor

UM-St. Louis Criminology
Graduate Students participate in
hands-on experience and leamn pro-
fessional and social development
within their field by getting involved
with the Criminal Justice Graduate
Student Association,

The Graduate Student
Association is a University organi-
zation run by graduate students
within the department.

Students at UM-St. Louis can
earn minors, bachelor's, master's and
doctoral degrees in criminal justice.

GSA helps to foster the studies of
graduate students and continues to
improve the reputation of the
department.

Regan Gustafson, President of
GSA, described some of the activi-
ties and events that the Association
participates in.

“We bring in several guest
speakers and researchers within the
field, help to coordinate brown bag
lunch series and attend two main
conferences within the discipline,”
Gustafason said.

see QSA, page 7

Crimes close to home: Victims Often knoW attackers

Awareness is key in rape prevention

BY KATE DROLET
Editor-in-Chief

Several weeks ago, a student report-
ed to campus police that she had been
raped. The incident, still under invest-
gation, was allegedly perpetrated by an
acquaintance.

UM-St. Louis has programs in place
that deal with prevention and post-inci-
dent action, but student awareness plays
a part in deterring violent sexual crime.

John Klein, director of Residential
Life at the University, said that students
can increase their overall safety by
maintaining communication among
members of their personal communi-
tes.

“Let your friends know what you're
doing, who you're going with,” he said.
“You may feel like you're sharing your
personal [life], but you're really helping

them help protect you, because at least
if something happens someone knows
where you're going and where you've
been.”

According to the Rape, Abuse and
Incest National Network, someone is
sexually assaulted every two minutes.
The 2003 UM-St. Louis crime report
showed that two forcible rapes were
reported in 2001, and one was reported
in 2002. Rape happens.

Popular rape myths diminish the
dangerous odds of sexually violent
crimes. Victims, perpetrators and soci-
ety may think that previous intimacy
between two people negates the possi-
bility of rape. If one person denies sex-
ual intimacy, the is legally required to
heed their demand. :

A common misconception is that the
crime only occurs when provocatively
dressed women put themselves in dan-
gerous situations, like dark alleys or

Thailand study trip seeks
a few adventurous souls

BY MEeLissa McCRARY
Features Editor

The UM-St. Louis Center for
International Studies is giving stu-
dents and people within the commu-
nity a chance to participate in the
Thailand Study Tour 2005 which
will begin May 11 and end May 31.

The Thailand Study Tour is in

conjunction with the BA 3198: Thai

Business and Society course and
counts for three UM-St. Louis cred-
it hours. This class can be used to
fulfill the Global Awareness require-
ment or can be used as an elective
course for International Business
students. All students and non-stu-
dents are welcomed to

par;i;ipate. e Thailand the Japan Study Tour and

e cost of this pro- St is planning to go on this

: udy Tour 'S planning fo 8

gram is $2,000 and dy year’s Thailand Study
includes round-trip air- May 11-31  Tour.

fare, lodging, all in-coun- o “lT love to see other
try program related travel Registration parts of the world and it is
and program materials. A deadline: Feb. 25  great learning about other |

class tuition fee of $657 is

required for those who want credits
towards their degree. People who do
not seek the extra credits can pay a
non-credit fee of $300..

The trip to Thailand will serve to
help people become familiar with
other traditional and modern cul-
tures while they learn about world
economics and international busi-
ness trade. Some trip activities
include lectures and language stud-
ies, company and government visits,
daily cultural experiences and trips
to historical sites.

Participants will stay for 10 days
in Bangkok, where they will visit
Grand Palace, Wat Po, Wat Arun,
Chatuchak Market and undergo a
Klong Tour. After Bangkok, they
will spend five days in Chiang Mai
and participate in Hill Tribe visits,
elephant trekking, visit a night mar-
ket and explore some craft factories.
The last four days of the Tour will
be spent in Krabi and entertainment
will include scuba diving, snorkel-
ing and aquatic activities.

Allan Bird, professor of Japanese

Studies, said that the group has also
decided to go and visit the coast
where the tsunami hit and do volun-
teer relief.

Elizabeth Eckelkamp, Foreign
Languages and Literature lecturer,
said that they decided to have this
trip because last May she and Bird
took a group of 24 students on a suc-
cessful Japan Study Tour.

During the Japan Study Tour
2004, students received a briefing
from the United States Embassy,
learned about Japanese culture
through lectures, visited Tokyo and
historical sites and went on factory
tours of major manufacturers like
Canon, Sony and Nissan.

Nick Henke. senior, accounting,
now a student at University of San

Francisco, participated in

cultures and their differ-
ences,” Henke said. “Tt is also a very
beneficial and rewarding experience
that looks good on resumes.”

Eckelkamp said that these tours
student study abroad trips.

*The tours last about three weeks
and give students who are unable,
for a variety of reasons, to do a full
semester or year abroad, to have the
study abroad experience and to
expand their horizons,” he said.

Bird said that another reason that
they are going is because they
believe people need to have interna-
tional experiences within a global
community and that the tour will
primarily be geared towards busi-
ness students, but others can partici-
pate.

The trip is limited to only 33 stu-
dents, so early applicants have the
best chance. The original registra-
tion and application deadline was
set for Feb. 7, but they have extend-
ed the deadline until Feb. 25. Those
who are interested can receive
applications by calling Eckelkamp
at 516-6517 or Bird at 516-6286.

Facts about ri

* 98 percent of victims are
female.

* 75 percent of men and 55
percent of women in rape
situations are under the
influence of alcohal.

* 84 percent of rape victims
know their attackers.

unlit areas at night. In fact, according to
Lori Tagger, psychologist for

University Counseling Services, 84
percent of rapes are attempted or com-
pleted by people that victims know per-
sonally.

Tagger said that women, who con-
stitute 98 percent of victims in rape
cases, can protect themselves by taking

Cuel

- about what to do,
~in St. Louis ?

i BY MAEGHAN BROWN

Staff Writer

ment.

little more competitive.

| Hot Shots is just one of the numerous bars that
| attracts dozens of college students looking to have a
good time. Besides drinking and getting to know peo-
ple around the bar, playing pool can serve as an ice-
breaker. Hot Shots has many different locations to tai-
lor to the needs of their customers.

| Ryan Johnson, a Webster Groves resident, said, “I
am just starting to get into playing pool. I like to come
to Hot Shots because there are a lot of tables, though
I also like to go to the Pink Galleon too.”

The Pink Galleon is known for their pink felted
pool tables. With four locations in South County,
Creve Coeur, Crestwood and Hazelwood, this estab-
lishment is convenient to the community. While Hot
Shots has darts and pool tables, the Pink Galleon has
several kinds of entertainment. Their web site,
www.pinkgalleon.com, shows what the tables look
like and also other games that they offer.

Action Cafe and Billiards, located in Hazelwood

* Check out a local pool ball

i While some students stick to the tried
and true St. Louis nightlife districts like the
Landing, the Loop, the Central West End, vir-
tually every neighborhood has a local bar with
good old-fashioned, green felt-covered entertain-

Pool tables are an invititation to people who want
to just play a game or for those who want to make it a

precautions and watching out for “the
little things.”

“Pay attention to the character of a
man,” she said. “[Potential rapists may
display] little signs you can notice.”

She named belittling or controlling
behavior as a warning sign, as well as
physical boundary violations.

“He might be in your space a little
more than you're comfortable with; he
might be a little too affectionate,” she
said.

Rapists are not always identifiable
under normal circumstances. However,
according to “Sexual Violence,” a pam-
phlet provided by Horizons peer educa-
tors, many potential rapists do not
respect women, view women as sex
objects, touch women despite protests,
consider violent behavior *“normal,”
drink, do drugs and encourage female
companions to drink or use drugs.

‘Women can also protect themselves

on
Lindbergh,

a.1m.

by limiting the amount of personal
information they share during an
acquaintance period. Tagger advised
only giving out a first name and provid-
ing a cell phone number instead of a
home number.

“Let someone know where you're
going [on a date] and when you're com-
ing back, and let the man know that
your friend is waiting,” she said. “If a
man doesn’t respect your desires to be
careful, that's a red flag...if they don’t
respect you, turn and run.”

According to Tagger, three-quarters
of men and slightly more than half of
women involved in rape situations were
under the influence of alcohol. Limiting
consumption and using a buddy situa-
tion in, for example, party situations,
can reduce the chance of acquaintance
rape.

see RAPE AWARENESS, page 9

Fortel's Pizza
Den and
Teachers Pool
Hall share a
J| large space
together in
St. Peters.
Teachers
offers
| billiards,
darts and
Texas Hold
‘Em
Tournaments
every Sunday.

has a fully stocked bar, kitchen, big
screen televisions and is open on weekends until 3 4

Teachers Billiards and Sports in St. Peters is anoth-
er well-known pool hall because of its 30 tables and
weekly leagues and tournaments.

Due to the ever increasing popularity of this sport,
UMS-St. Louis also installed some pool tables in the
Nosh for students seeking enjoyment between classes.

Susan Saders, senior, anthropology said, “T used to
play when I was younger, at Tropicana Lanes on
Clayton Road, but now I just play down in the Nosh
now and again.”

Some other locations that pool lovers might want
to try are Ride the Rail (Telegraph Road), Shoot A
Rack (South Big Bend), The Sports Center (Gravois
Road), Planet 8 Ball (N. Outer Road by Mid Rivers
Mall), Billiards on Broadway (N. Broadway), Airport
Billiards (Woodson Road), Affton Sports Center
(Gravois Road), Cue and Cushio (Woodson Road) and
Chesterfield Billiards (Clarkson Road).

African captives buried below Manhattan tell fascinating tale

Black History Month
lecture recounts
discovery of National
Historic Landmark

BY CHRYsTAL HOLMES
Staff Writer

On a wet dreary day engulfed with
grey skies, pallbearers both young
and old draped in brilliant white flow-
ing garments and head wraps carry
the remains of African slaves to their
resting place in hand-carved
Ghanaian coffins.

The bones rest inside of the kente
cloth lined coffins in anatomical posi-
tion facing toward home-Africa. The
tagged coffins are arranged into
crypts. From far away, the tastefully
designed wooden coffins, each with

their own unique symbols, look like
assorted chocolates in a box.

One of the coffins has a symbol
meticulously made out of brass nails
that forms a shape that resembles a
heart; It is the Ashanti symbol
“sankofa” that represents the impor-
tance of returning to the past to build
the future.

Keisha M. Hurst, a physical
anthropologist in the U.S, Army Corp.
of Engineers, and Branch Chief Chris
Pulliam work with the Mandatory
Center of Expertise for the Curation
and Management Center of
Archaeological Collections to bring
the essence of sankofa to life. Hurst
and Pulliam do so through their
efforts with The New York African
Burial Ground Project.

During a lecture held at the
Missouri History Museum on Feb.1,
Pulliam outlined the historical data of
this project.

This lecture was part of the guest
speaker series during Black History
Month and was co-sponsored by the

UM-St. Louis
Anthropology.

Pulliam said that in May 1991
human remains of seventeenth and
eighteenth century African captives
were found 30-feet deep in Lower
Manhattary during the construction of
the Foley Square Project federal
building.

In September 1991, full scale
excavations began. By October 1992,
390 remains had been recovered. The
earliest burial is said to have occurred
in 1712 and the last dates back to
1794, There are an estimated 20,000
burials in this particular area of Lower
Manhattan; however, only 408 were
salvageable for reburial of which 49
to 50 percent were children.

Hurst, who has been active in the
project since its beginning stages at
Howard University, a historically
black university, has been heavily
involved in the project’s research
which focuses on the social and eco-
nomic background of the remains.

Cleaning, reconstruction and

Department  of

inventory of the remnants was per-
formed to gain a better understanding
of the skeletal measurements and ele-
ments.

Hurst’s lecture included an analy-
sis of age determination of the
remains.

“Age is determined through the
sequence of tooth eruption, which
enables the composite age at the time
of death to be determined,” Hurst
said.

Hurst said that in younger remains,
age can be determined by observing
bone fusion, which occurs in both
males and females. For older remains,
degenerative changes in bones in the
pelvic area and suture closures in the
cranium help to determine age at
death.

“In the beginning stages of the pro-
ject,” Hurst said, “the gender ratio
was unclear and as a result of the
labor demanded by slavery, many
women developed a male-like, mus-
culoskeletal structure and were
thought to be males at the time the

remains were recovered.”

Hurst said that analysis of the
pelvis was used during research as the
determinant of gender with females
having broader hips than males.

Following the research was a
process of reconciliation which took
place at Howard University. Hurst
explained that the purpose of the rec-
onciliation was to resolve any differ-
ences between Howard University’s
research and what was present during
July of 2003 when the reconciliation
took place. The site is now a national
historic landmark open to the public.

Hurst said that the last days of the
reburial were very emotional for her.

“Seeing the crypts lowered into the
ground symbolized closure,” Hurst
said.

The ceremonies have ceased, but
the soul of sankofa lives on. The
mahogany wooden door deeply
engraved with adinkra symbols has
sealed the crypts that now preserve
three centuries of African-American
history.
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Professor separates fact and
fiction surrounding Trojan War

Troy, UMSL course in
Greece are focus of
Cosmopoulos lecture

BY Monica MAa'rm
Staff Writer

By now, a relatively large part of
the population has heard of the movie
“Troy” with Brad Pitt, but did Troy,
and all of the personalities involved,
actually exist?

UM-St. Louis Professor Michael
Cosmopoulos discussed this issue in
“Searching for the Kings of Trojan
War,” a lecture held on Saturday at the

St.  Louis  County  Library
Headquarters.

Cosmopoulos  is  Hellenic
Government-Karakas Family
Foundation Professor in Greek

Studies and  Professor  of
Anthropology at the University.

The lecture was accompanied by
slides, opening with the movie poster
for “Troy” featuring Brad Pitt.

Cosmopoulos began with a joke
for the audience, saying "Helen of
Troy is the reason for Brad Pitt."

Cosmopoulos moved on to the
archaeology of the Trojan War. He
mentioned Heinrich Schliemann, giv-
ing the crowd a bref bio of the
“Father of Bronze Age Archaeology.”
There was also mention of St.
Louisian George E. Mylonas, a pro-
fessor at Washington University , who
excavated the ancient Greek city of
Mycenae for years.

In getting into details of Greek
mythology, Cosmopoulos started with
Troy. He said that Troy was actually a
very small city, and that the story of
the famous Trojan Horse was actually
a myth. He said that Troy was proba-
bly destroyéd by an earthquake.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Blood Drive

MSC Third Fioor from
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48]

BMOI'" Penny Wars
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Airport Marriott at 7 pm

Alumni Family Day

*

Poseidon, god of earthquakes, was
symbolized by the horse, leading to
the connection of the Trojan Horse.

The city of Mycenae was men-
tioned as the city that produced most
of the Greek myths and heroes.
Cosmopoulous brought up the idea
that the mask of Agamemnon was

actually the mask of Perseus, who

slayed Medusa.

After thirty-five minutes of lec-
ture, Cosmopoulos spoke about the
UM-St. Louis summer course on
archaeology in Greece, which can be
taken for academic credit. During past
trips, 45,000 artifacts have been
uncovered. Cosmopoulos said the trip
is not just hands-on field work, as it
also involves working in museums
and attending lectures on Greek art,
archaeology, literature, culture and
history.

Information can be
www.greekstudies.org,
www.iklaina.org.

found at
or at

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
$20 single, $30 couple, $150 table of 10

Purchase tickets in Student Life, 366 MSC

For information about joining, contact
admissions counselor Maureen Callahan at
314-516-7769 or callahanmau@umsl.edu

Rep. Parker reveals legislative agenda

BY DanNn BaUER
Staff Writer

Rep. Sherman Parker visited
UM-St. Louis on Thursday, Feb, 3
to shed light on the changes in the
legislative process this year.

The St. Charles Representative
explained some of the legislative
priorities that he is working on this
session. He explained that this
year, the Missouri House has
changed its rules to become more
regimented. In other words, a
member has to have a co-signature
on a bill to be heard on the floor.

Parker is sponsoring several
programs this session. The first
involves domestic violence laws.
He explained that these laws, in
their current state, are providing for
continued dangerous conditions in
family situations.

For example, police are often
not allowed to confiscate weapons
during domestic violence calls. If
an arrest does not take place, these
weapons can be used for violence
against domestic partners later in
time. This uew legislation would
make it so individuals convicted of
domestic violence would not be
able to own guns.

Parker is also sponsoring a com-
mission on urban conservation this
year. The state of Missouri and the

GSA, from page 6

St. Louis area, in particular, have a
large amount of blighted land that
could be reinvigorated. The com-
mission will decide on problem
areas that lack funding for demol-
ishing old worn down structures.

Parker wants to restore these
lands so the state can utilize more
of its workforce. Part of this over-
all idea also
involves mak-
ing sure that
Brownfield
credits are
used efficient-
ly.

Parker tried
to convince
rural  House
members
about the
importance of
St. Louis
urban areas.

“Without St. Louis and Kansas
City, we would be Arkansas,”
Parker said, jokingly.

Parker also stated that he was
against the budget cuts to
Medicaid. This is an issue that
affects urban residents.

“I don’t want to balance the
budget on the backs of the dis-
abled, elderly and kids,” he said.

Another idea for revitalizing St.
Louis City is to invest in more
funding for MetroLink. Parker is
on the Transportation Committee

Rep. Sherman
Parker

for Economic Development and is
interested in trying to acquire more
funding for city transportation.

Another major issue this legisla-
tive session is tort reform. Tort
reform involves changes in the
legal system that puts a cap on
damages awarded by juries. Parker
said he is opposed to the House tort
reform legislation in its current
form because it sets awards too low
and is an ideologically driven piece
of legislation.

Parker believes that tort reform
is largely being pushed through
Congress to punish Democrats and
the trial lawyers that support them.
He pointed out that under the bill,
if someone were to become dis-
abled and not be able to work, their
damages would be capped at two
hundred thousand dollars, in cer-
tain instances, for the remainder of
their lives. Parker pointed out that
unless insiirance companies are
given the same kind of scrutiny, he
will not support tort reform this
year.

Parker attended the University
of Vermont where he received a
bachelor’s degree in political sci-
ence. He also attended the John E
Kennedy School of Government.
He has worked for Senator Kit
Bond and Senator Jim Talent.

The Associated Student of the
University of Missouri sponsored
the Luncheon with a Legislator.

Each year, GSA members select
a faculty member that they are
interested in learning about and
invite that person to answer ques-
tions.

Some of the conferences that
students have gone on include the
Academy of Criminology Sciences
in March and the annual American
Society of Criminology Meetings.
Students are also able to go on tours

of major criminal justice agencies.
Students who go to these confer-
ences must present research pro-
jects to a set panel and other crimi-
nologists in their field. With hard
work and dedicated research, stu-
dents also have the opportunity for
possible journal publication,
Gustafason said that becoming
involved or by being an active
member allows students the chance

to receive exposure in this field and
meet other top professionals.

Whether they hope to work wit
with federal and local law enforce-
ment agencies, investigation, cor-
rections and the criminal justice
administration, those interested in
criminology and criminal justice
can visit the department office,
located in 324 Lucas Hall or call
516-5031.

canm@lin. mnsl ew

follow-up practice.

structure.

Would you like to

v’ Save time writing papers

v Improve your grades

BROWN-BAG GRAMMAR

v Impress your friends and coworkers

v" Further your career

How?

Attend Monday Mechanics!

All in just 30 minutes a month! And for FREE!

We are offering free writing workshops held at noon every first and third Monday
across from the Writing Lab in 448 SSB. Lessons include simple explanations and

February 7 & 21— Be a Comma Queen/King. Everyone has questions about
comma usage. We will offer easy explanations of comma rules and sentence

March 7 & 14 - That Darned S! Plurals, possessives, subject-verb agreement and
contractions - it’s all so confusing until you review these basics. Lesson includes
explanations of embarrassing errors in its, it's, and their, theirs, they re!

April 4 & 18 — Slammin’ sentences. Simple, compound and complex. Varying
your sentence structure will make your writing much more interesting and formal.
End those humiliating run-ons and fragments! As we transition to summer, make
your writing formal and easy to understand with a variety of transitions. No more
beginning every sentence wit<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>