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UM to award

scholarships
from tuition
settlement

BY PauL I-lAchm:rm
News Editor

The University of Missouri
began accepting applications on
Jan. 13 for scholarships from the
more than 104,000 eligible students
involved in the tuition class-action
lawsuit.

The UM system established a
$10 million scholarship fund after
three students filed a lawsuit against
the UM Board of Curators for “vio-
lating the provisions of Section
172.360, RSMo 1998, by charging
tuition to Missouri youth over the
age of sixteen years enrolled in
undergraduate classes at the [four
UM campuses].”

The three student plaintiffs,
Douglas Sharp, Sandra Lynn and
Frederick Eccher III, with the help
of St. Louis attprney Robert
Herman, reached a settlement in
April. The St. Louis County Circuit
Court approved the decision in
December.

The agreement created a $10
million scholarship for eligible stu-
dents who attended class at any of
the four UM campuses between the
winter semester of 1995 and the fall
semester of 2001. Entitled students
must have also been between the
ages of 16 and 22 during their
enrollment at the University.

Instead of each campus’s finan-
cial aid office handling applications,
the scholarship fund has been cen-
tralized in Columbia, Mo. The UM
system recently hired Carolyn
Allen, coordinator for the tuition
seftlement scholarship, to oversee
the application process.

“As of [Jan. 19], we have
received 483 online applications
and the information was released on
the previous Friday,” she said. Allen
said 4,770 scholarships of at least
$500 each will be available and
awarded starting in the fall semester
of 2006.

Not only are certain students eli-
gible, but if any funds are left over,
spouses and natural born or adopted
children of the students are also
entitled to part of the scholarship
money.

The terms of the settiement state,
“applications for such scholarships
would be made annually and are not
automatically renewable.”

The fund will remain in effect for
25 years. After which, Joe Moore,
director of media relations for the
UM system, explained any money
left over in the fund at that time will
be transferred to a general scholar-
ship fund.

After the settlement was
announced, the UM system was
unsure of where the funds would
come from. However, now, “the $10
million in scholarship funds will
come from the University reserves,”
Moore said. He explained the
reserves are used for three purposes:
to protect bond ratings, to take
advantage of unexpected opportuni-
ties and to use for unexpected costs.

see TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS, page &
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Student curator’s status in doubt

Gov. Blunt plans not to reappoint Maria Curtis

BY MELISsSA S. I-IAmzu
Staﬁ Writer

When Maria Curtis applied to be
student curator for the University of
Missouri system, she believed she
would fill the position for a two-year
term. However, a decision made by
Gov. Matt Blunt will cut her appoint-
ment short.

Spence Jackson, director of com-
munications for the office of Blunt,
said, “She [Curtis] will not be reap-
pointed. Her termexpu’ed on Dec. 31,
2005.”

Curtis was officially named stu-
dent curator July 22, 2005 by Blunt.
She has been representing the UM
system for approximately five

months.

Missouri Statute Section 172.035
states, “The term of the student repre-
sentative shall be two years, except
that the person first appointed shall
serve until January 1, 1986.”

“The statute says, ‘two years.” Can
that change at any time, like there was
no rule or law?” Curtis asked. “Are
we as a campus going to allow some-
one to ignore the statutes of
Missouri?” '

According to Jackson, it is a “two-
year term, not appointment.”

“Previous campuses were not
interpreting the Statute properly.
We're trying to bring that in compli-
ance with the law,” he said.

According to D’Andre Braddix,

Student Government Association
president, if Blunt sends the decision
of choosing the next student curator to
the Intercampus Student Council, it
plans to only send Curtis’ name back.

“There was a lot of confusion
(over Curtis’ position) and it has basi-
cally been a rumor mill,” he said.

Curtis said, “Tt is not fair that the
St. Louis campus only gets a short
representation. It's not equal, and
that’s not how it should be.”

She also said it is not in the
Board’s best interest to go from one
person to another person in such a
short time after all of the time already
invested in training her.

see MARIA cun'rls. pageS
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Maria Curtis, senior, English, talks with Lt. Gov. Peter Kinder at
a press conference in the Millennium Student Center on Jan. 1¢

Adam D. Wiseman/ The Curren!

Bruce Baker, project engineer for Kozeny Wagner, looks on as the new dorms are being built. The
warm weather has been helping the builders make progress. The construction company is still
expecting to finish on time in July 2006.

Construction of new
residential halls on
track to open in fall

BY SEaAN MICHAEL
Staff Writer

ing conditions.

“Fortunately, it's been kind of
mild winter, which has helped t
construction project,” Baker said.

The plan is for the students to
enthusiastic about their new housi
environment when the resident
hall opens in August. The dorms w
be closer to the students’ clas
rooms.

The new building was design
with a community theme in min
The students have the opportunity
congregate in the study and the coi
mon lounge in each community.
residential hall assistant on ea
floor will help the students acqui

* academic and social skills.

“These dorm rooms will be betl
than what were available 20 ve:
ago,” Baker said.

Although this new hall will n
significantly improve the parking
UM-St. Louis, the students will ha
an easier time getting to their cla
es from the new residential hal
The plan is for the residents to ha
the closest spaces to the buildi
once people have become used
the flow of traffic.

With most of the students cor
muting to UM-St. Louis, a gre
demand for campus housing do
not exist. Less than 10 percent
students live on campus, but tt
number is expected to grow in t
next few years,

With the project nearing comip
tion by July, students will need to
aware of the options they can affo
The hall has been built to fulfill t
students’ needs and make their liv
easier.

“Students interested in living
the new hall are encouraged to ¢
Residential Life,” Samples sa
Students can sign up to apply |
new dorm rooms by calling 51
68717.

Progress is being made on the
construction of the new residential
halls on South Campus, which
began a year ago and is scheduled
for completion in July 2006.

“The residential hall is 55 percent
complete,” said Bob Samples, direc-
tor of media, marketing and printing
services at UM-St. Louis.

The new dorms feature an elevat-
ed walkway that serves as a connec-
tor from the Residential Building to
the  Nursing  Administration
Building and Seton Hall. In addi-
tion, the dorms include five floors
with an elevator and a stairwell that
joins the different levels of the hall.

Plans call for 431 beds, a fitness
center, an outdoor patio with a pool,
on-site laundry facilities and a con-
venience store. Two community
study rooms in the north and south
wings of each floor are also being
built. The cost of the construction
project is slightly under $27 million,
Samples said.

Project Engineer Bruce Baker
feels confident about the project.

“We're a couple weeks behind
schedule, but we intend to make all
that up,” he said. So far no major
unforeseen problems have occurred,
Baker said. '

Construction is progressing at an
even pace and currently, focus on
inside work is underway. Baker
anticipates that retaining walls and
site work will be completed in the
spring. In addition, the five floors of
the building have all been framed.

The brick work is almost done on
the north wing, according to Baker.
The other areas of the building still
need a lot of brick work to be com-
pleted. The hall is secured for the
winter to prevent hazardous work-

Tsunami reconstruction project improving lives of Sri Lanka students

BY MeLissa S. HAYDEN
Staff Writer

. UM-St. Louis’ Tsunami
Reconstruction Campaign is taking
tiny steps to create huge improve-
ments in the lives of Sri Lanka stu-
dents.

Jody Miller, professor of criminol-
ogy, made a return five-week visit to
Sri Lanka during UM-St. Louis’ win-
ter break. The visit was another part
of her continuing efforts to monitor
the campaign.

Both schools, Andaragasyaya
Vidalia, [school] in Kirinda and
Thambiluvil Maha Vidalia, [sec-
ondary school] in Thirukkovil have
been rebuilt. The project funded the

purchase of furniture for both
schools. However, the fumiture for
Thambiluvil is in storage because of
what Premila Gamage, a member of
the Sri Lanka Library association,
described in an e-mail interview as
“unhealthy political situations.”

Miller got within 30 kilometers of
one of the schools before she felt she
should not continue in the rebel con-
trolled area. She said within the gov-
ernment controlled area, checkpoints
were placed every few kilometers
and military officers were every-
where.

“This trip [ was determined to go,
but now they’re using landmines, so I
decided I better not go,” she said.

The project gave the schools elec-
tricity for the first time, computers,

and other items
that many of the
children mnever
would have had
thé chance to see
or use. However,
Miller said the
most important
part of the pro-
ject is  that
money collected
goes beyond
rebuilding  the
schools. She said
the project is an
opportunity  to
improve the lives of the students over
there.

Gamage said, “This can be taken
as a model library. The activities that

Jody Miller

UMSL Criminology
Professor and
Tsunami Project
Coordinator

we are involved in, such as upgrading
education, will definitely help to
enhance the quality of lives in the
community.”

Miller, Gamage and Nilu
Abeyratne, assistant lecturer and
postgraduate of the Institute of
Archeology at the University of
Kelaniya, Sri Lanka, are the only
three coordinators on the project.
Abeyratne represents Miller when
she is away.

“With just the three of us working
on the project, there is far less
bureaucracy in getting things done. In
about two and a half months, the
schools were built,” Miller said.
“Also, we can tightly monitor the
money. Not a cent has gone away
from the project.”

With the cooperation of the prin
pals of the schools, they are trying
create programs for the studen
Miller was disappointed that p)
grams have not been implemented
Thambiluvil.

One project that has already tak
place at Andaragasyaya is an activ
in which the students painted mur
to decorate the library.

“I was going to send down
artist but decided to let the kids pa
the murals, so the library has a me:
ing to them,” Miller said.

“I bought chocolates bars, cook
and other equivalents to junk food
the children during the mural pai

see JODY MILLER VISIT, pagej
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Monday, Jan. 23

Arianna String Quartet performs |

The Arianna String Quartet,
the quartet-in-residence at
UM-St. Louis, will perform at
7:30 p.m. at The Sheldon
Concert Hall, 3648 Washington |
Blvd. in St. Louis.Tickets are
free for students, faculty and
staff; $23 for adults, $18 for
students and seniors. Visit
http://www.premiereperfor-
mances.org for more informa-
tion. Call 5818 for tickets.

Elehant art exhibit

i women's basketball teams will

- doubleheader today. Half time |
i entertainment for the games

" The Interfaith Expo will be

Basketball doubleheader
The UM-St. Louis men's and

host a non-conference

will feature the contestants of |

' the "The Next Campus Idol"

contest. UM-St. Louis students |

- are admitted free of charge
| with identification. Call 5661
for more information.

Tuesday, Jan.24

Interfaith expo

. held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in

Antonio Polo will visit UM-St.
Louis to discuss mental healh |
needs of linguistic minority
youth in a lecture titled,

"Attending the Mental Health |
Needs of Latino and Linguistic |
Minority Youth” in 101 '
Benton Hall from 2 to 3:15
p.m. Call 5393 for more info. |

| by Interfaith Campus

| Ministries. Call (314) 385-3455
information.

' Wednesday,Jan.24

i The Catholic Newman Center

. the second floor rotunda at

the MSC.The Expo is sponsored

For more information.
Free dinner

is sponsoring a free dinner

- for more information.

| A 3-on-3 basketball tourna-
i Recreation, will be held from
. Mark Twain gym. Men's and

. women's divisions will be
| offered. The tournament is

- Recreation Office, 203 Mark

. starting at 6 p.m. The event is |
open to new students, transfer
| students and current students.
Advance registration is

requested. Call (314)385-3455

Tuesday, Jan.24

3-on-3 basketball

ment, sponsored by Campus

6:30 to 9 p.m. Jan. 25 in the

free and open to students,
faculty and staff. Registration
will be at the Campus

twain. Call 5326 for more

Women in the Supreme Court

' Thursday, Jan.25

' study abroad information

| for more information.

" Irish-American music to be
- lecture topic in the next
. installment in the Irish Music

Board s @
persity
Fents
Il
o i
emai
MO s 516 prefixe
AN

Experts to discuss 'Women and
the Supreme Court' at 3:30 |
p.m. in Gallery 210. The lec- \
ture is free and open to the |
public. Call 4727 for more [

information. |

Study abroad

The Center for International
Studies will hold the first

session of the semester at 10

a.m. in the University Advising
Center in the MSC. Call 6497

Irish-American music lecture

Today series. The seminar
will focus on popular

Irish-American song. It will be |
 held at 12:30 p.m. in 205 '

women's basketball teams will
I host Drury University today.

i Call 5661 for more info.

Music Building. Call 5753 for
more information

Friday, Jan. 26

New art exhibit in Gallery 210

"Drawn," an exhibit drawings
by St. Louis-based artist James
Michael Smith, opens today
and runs through March 11 in
Exhibition Room B of Gallery
210. The exhibit is free and
gallery hours are 11 a.m. to

5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday. Call 5976 for more
information.

Saturday, Jan. 27

Basketball doubleheader

UM-St. Louis men's and

Halftime entertainment will
feature the third annual
"Mascot Day." All home games
are played at the Mark Twain.

. Fuse, Bronwen Voss, Erin Boyle, Sean Michael,

i
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Research Study for Adults
with Amblyopic Vision

You are invited to participate in a research study conducted
by Dr. Erwin Wong of the University of Missouri-St. Louis,
Callege of Optometry. In the study, you will be asked to look
at a series of patterns on a computer monitor and make

simple perceptual judgments.

If you are 18-60 years of age, have amblyopia (lazy eye), and
are interested in participating in the study, please contact:
Dr. Erwin Wong (Principal Investigator) at 314-516-8516 or

wonge @umsl.edu.

If selected for the study you will receive $10.00 per hour of
participation. Experiment sessions last 1-2 hours and about
20 hours are needed to complete the

study. All sessions will take place in

450 Marillac Hall.
Days and times are flexible. ,

¢ B college of

A Cptometry

ResumeMania Week

On-Campus Interviews

UMSL Teacher Job Fair
Friday, February 17, 2006
9am.-1pm.

'UMSL Spring Job Fair
Friday, March 10, 2006

9am. -1 pm.

Etiquette Banquet
Wednesday, April 12, 2006

12:30p.m.

UM-ST. LOUIS CAREER SERVICES

Mark Your Calendar!
Spring 2006

Monday, January 30, 2006 - February 3, 2006 FOR EDUCATION MAJORS

Monday, February 20, 2006 - Friday, February 24, 2006 FOR ALL OTHER MAJORS
Career Services invites you to submit your resume on line at resumema-
nia@umsl.edu so that one.of our Career Specialists can critique it. Your
resume will be critiqued and emailed to you within 24 hours!

February 27, 2006 to April 21, 2006

All interviews will take place in Career Services, 278 Millennium Student Center.
Companies will schedule dates throughout the semester. You must be regis-
tered with Career Services and have your resume in our Candidate Database
to participate in these interviews. Visit our web page for a list of companies
scheduled to interview on campus.

Mark Twain Building, UM-St. Louis campus.
Meet and be interviewed by many school districts in one location. Admission
is free only for pre-registered current UMSL students and UMSL alumni - you
must present your admission ticket at the door. Pre-registration deadline is
2/10/06. Admission for non-UMSL job seekers and for UMSL
students/alumni who do not pre-register is $5.00 at the door.

Mark Twain Building, UM-St. Louis campus.
Discuss internship & employment opportunities with employer representa-
tives. Admission is free only for pre-registered current UMSL students and
UMSL alumni - you must present your admission ticket at the door. Pre-regis-
tration deadline is 3/3/06. Admission for non-UMSL job seekers and for
UMSL students/alumni who do not pre-register is $5.00 at the door.

Century Rooms, Millennium Student Center, UM-St. Louis campus.
When dining with employers or business associates, our manners convey our
professionalism. Polish your etiquette skills - this lunch session includes guid-
ance from a professional etiquette consultant. Tickets may be purchased in
Career Services. Admission is $10 for Career Services registrants and $20 for .
all other students. Space is limited!

Please contact Career Services for more information on any of these events:

278 MSC * 314-516-5111
career_services@umsledu
www.umsl.edu/career

The Current

Now hiring:

- Sports
Writers

- Feature
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+ Photo-
graphers

516-5174
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UMSL STAFF ASSOCIATION & STUDENT LIFE

When

Saturday, February 11th

7:00 PM

Where

Wild Acres Park, Overland
10400 Midland Blvd.

How Much

$12 per person in advance

J - $15 at the door

$6 if current UMSL student
Teams

91 | 8 people per team

For additional information, contact
Laura Hofer (516-6013) or Don Lewis (516-6002).
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Back to buying books ...

Adam D, Wiseman/ The Current

- CCJ professor leaves UMSL
~ for Arizona

| Scott Decker, department chair
- and curators professor for the crimi-
' nology and criminal justice depart-
. ment at UM-St. Louis, has accepted
- an offer to become the chair of the
| CCJ program at Arizona State
i University. Decker will leave UM-
! St. Louis and start his new position at
. Arizona on July 1, 2006. Decker has
! worked at the University for almost
¢ 30 years and served as the depart-
. ment chair for 15 years.
“T would say that the recruitment
. and development of a world-class
. faculty, initiation of the [master’s]
" and [doctorate] programs and the
. recent U.S. News and World ranking
. of our [doctorate program] as 4th in
. the discipline are things I have been
i proud to have been associated with in
i the University,” he said. “Aside from
the Cardinals, these are the things I
will miss most about St. Louis.”
. Decker’s jobs outside of UM-St.
. Louis included serving as co-princi-
- pal investigator of projects involving
. youth violence, director of the St.
. Louis Homicide Project and partner
¢ with the St. Louis city police depart-

William Craig, junior, finance, takes on the daunting task of looking for his books Friday
afternoon in the UM-St. Louis bookstore.

News Briefs

ment on a panel to recommend
changes in procedures instructing
how crimes are reported. “The
chance to have an impact on policy,
the way that the criminal and juve-
nile justice systems operate, has been
the highlight of my time in St.
Louis,” he said. Decker said the CCJ
department will name a replacement
for him in February.

Phi Kappa Phi offers new
scholarship '

Phi Kappa Phi, an honor society
at UM-St. Louis, offered a new
scholarship to its members this
semester. The scholarship for $1,000
honors John Anderson, retired pro-
fessor from the College of Business
Administration. “This is the first time
that the UMSL chapter of Phi Kappa
Phi has offered a scholarship of its
own,” Chapter President Jeanne
Zarucchi said. A recent growth in
membership helped the society spon-
sor its own annual scholarship, she
explained. Phi Kappa Phi member
Eric Tyhurst, senior, math and educa-
tion, was the first recipient of the
award. Each applicant wrote an essay
for the chance to win the scholarship.

“All of the applicants had outstand-
ing academic records, but the selec-
tion committee found Mr. Tyhurst's
essay to be of exceptional quality,”
Zarucchi said. Tyhurst wrote in an e-
mail interview, ‘“Needless to say, [
was very happy upon learning that I
was awarded the scholarship.”
Tyhurst will be honored at Phi Kappa
Phi’s initiation in April.

Sue Shear offers “Pipeline to
Local Office”

The Sue Shear Institute for
Women in Public Life at UM-St.
Louis will hold a workshop for
women interested in running for
municipal or political offices or
working with campaigns on Jan. 30
and 31 from 6 to 9 p.m. each day.
The workshop called “Pipeline to
Local Office” costs $45 and will take
place in Century Room C of the
Millennium Student Center. Women
working in local political offices will
help instruct the workshop, where

participants can learn how to budget |

a campaign, target voters and raise
money. Call 516-4727 for more
information.

Maria CuRrTis, from page 1

After she heard “a lot of rumors,”
Curtis was under the impression that
she was going to be reappointed.

According to Jackson, she will
continue to serve as student curator
until Blunt appoints a new candi-
date. Despite her disappointment,
she is ready and willing to serve as
curator until the governor appoints a
new one.

“I still support the governor. He’s
got a tough job. I hope that this can
be figured out,” Curtis said.

- The next student representative
will come from UM-Columbia fol-
lowing the rotation as stated in
Missouri Statute Section 172.035.
The order of rotation is as follows:
UM-Columbia, UM-Rolla, UM-
Kansas City and UM-St. Louis.

According to Curtis, the gover-
nor will be releasing a memo
regarding her appointment soon.
This memo should include informa-
tion discussing the future curator
and when he or she might be

appointed.

“Whatever happens, I will be
fine,” she said. “I just feel bad for
the campus only getting a [five-
month] representation.”

She said, “I have been over-
whelmed with how many people
really care about this and are being
so supportive. I am really lucky to
be working with people like that.”

Braddix said, “We will do every-
thing we can reaffirm our faith in
Maria.”

Gateway Medical Research, Inc.

Clinic Office located at

400 Fountain Lakes Blvd. * St. Charles, MO 63301

Healthy Adult Men and Women
Looking for Tuition Assistance?
Would You Like to Study
and Get Paid for it?

Earn 5400 - $2500

You May Qualify if:

* You are a healthy adult, male or female (18 or older)

e Take no medications on a regular basis

» Have no current health problems
» Available for 24 - 48 hour stays at our facility

You can earn hundreds of dollars and help generic drugs obtain FDA
- approval. Gateway Medical Research, Inc. has been conducting
; research for pharmaceutical companies for years and thousands of people
have participated. Find out how easy it can be to earn $$$, call our
recruiters at (636) 946-2110, or visit our
website at www.gatewaymedical.com

Optometry professor named Fulbright Scholar

8y Javi NADAL
Staff Writer

Timothy Wingert, associate pro-
fessor of optometry at UM-St.
Louis, has been named a J. William
Fulbright Scholar and will spend the
spring 2006 semester at Poznan
University of Medical Science in
Poland.

The Fulbright scholarship allows
the professor recipients to be in
direct contact with many universi-
ties around the world as well as meet
people from other countries and gain
research and teaching insights.

“Poznan University of Medical
Sciences is a large institution with
optometry, medicine, and dentistry
as well as other programs,” Wingert
said. “There will be an opportunity
to observe how those programs are
structured and run in a country with
a different health care system.”

_ The possibility of research and
teaching abroad helps students and
professors acquire different points
of view about their fields of study.

Joby MILLER VisiTs SRI LANKA, from page 1

“There are many different ways
of doing things,” Wingert said. “The
more different ways you become
familiar with, [the more it] allows
you to use different approaches and
approach issues with potentially
new solutions.”

Not only will Wingert research at
Poznan University, but he will also
teach courses and deliver a series of
lectures with the help of a translator
and handouts. He said this will allow
him to share those experiences with
his students and other colleagues.

Wingert graduated from I[llinois
College of Optometry in 1979.
Since then, he developed his interest
in access to optometric care. In
1988, he became a professor at UM-
St. Louis and since then, he has
worked to enhance the College of
Optometry and the University
through many committees, panels
and councils.

Wingert's research and interests
over the years have focused on vari-
ous issues, including the validity of
clinical testing procedures, such as
vision screening tests on school chil-

dren; access to services; and how
optometric services are delivered to
different populations including nurs-
ing home residents.

"A lot of the stuff I've done here
has been related to public health,"
Wingert said. “At Poznan
University, I plan to work with my
hosts regarding vision conditions

" that affect children.” Wingert was

asked to lecture on clinical refrac-
tion, low vision and other topics.

Larry Davis, dean of the College
of Optometry at UM-St. Louis, said
being named a Fulbright Scholar is a
great distinction.

“Dr. Wingert will no doubt make
a positive influence on the delivery
of eye and vision care in Poland,”
Davis said.

The Fulbright program began in
1946 and was created by the former
U.S. Senator J. William Fulbright.
Since then thousands of select
American scholars and professionals
have lectured and conducted
research abroad while others have
had the same experience in the
United States.

The principal of Andaragasyaya,
Kitsiri Jayaratne, is combining his
efforts with Miller, Gamage and
Abeyratne to concoct program
ideas. According to Miller, he
would like to see a program for the
parents of the children to show them
the importance of their children’s
education and another that allows
all of the students to go on a field
trip to Colombo.

Miller said, “He [Jayaratne] has a
vision for the school of trying to
provide the kids with opportunities
their parents didn’t have.”

Projects Miller has slated for this
year include campus organizations
sponsoring the students, which
should cost $20 per student, and
selling greeting cards with prints of
four of the murals the children
painted. She is also working with
Joel Glassman, director of the
Center for International Studies, to
get UM-St. Louis students to visit
Sri Lanka to help the children
hands-on.

“It [would be best for] students
to come and help with this project as
volunteers,” Gamage said.

Photo courtesy Jody Miller

Criminology professor Jody Miller made a five-week return visit to
Sri Lanka over the winter break. Miller is coordinating tsunami
relief efforts through UM-St. Louis for the reconstruction of two
schools in Sri Lanka.

Lunch with a Legislator
and UMSL Welcomes

Rep. Jeff Roorda
District 102

; Century RoomC
Thursday January 26th
__xPM - Free Lunch
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into six months? No, this is not a test
question from a new abstract math
course at UM-St. Louis, but rather
this is the question that Gov. Matt
Blunt has yet to explain in his deci-
sion to not reappoint Maria Curtis as
student curator.

The student curator is a presti-
gious position to have. The student
curator serves as the voice of the
entire University of Missouri sys-
tem on the Board of Curators. This
representative is chosen from one of
the four campuses rotating every
two years.

When it came time for UM-St.
Louis to have its turn, Curtis
stepped up to the plate, applied for
the position, was interrogated dur-
ing three sets of interviews (by the
Student Government Association at
UM-St. Louis, the Intercampus
Student Council and a representa-
tive from Blunt’s office) and was
then handpicked by Blunt himself.

Curtis began her term on Aug. 1,
2005, but her appointment abruptly
ended on Dec. 31, 2005, by far shy
fromthe two-year term that she was
supposed to serve. So why has Blunt
chosen not to reappoint her? More

of Missouri chosen to ignore a
Missouri statute?

The student curator position is
outlined in Missouri Revised Statute
Section 172.035. According to the
statute, “The term of the student
representative shall be two years,
except that the person first appoint-
ed shall serve until January 1,
1986.”

If a loophole exists, it is not very
clear. In fact, a loophole like this
that takes away Curtis’ representa-
tion of the student voice should not
even be a loophole that exists.

Since Jan. 1, Curtis has been left
in the dark about whether or not she
will be reappointed. As of now,
Curtis is still the student curator
until another student is appointed,
according to Spence Jackson,
spokesman for Blunt.

Blunt’s office responded to the
uncertainty by saying that previous
student curators’ appointments did
not follow the correct procedures of
being reappointed. The decision not
to reappoint Curtis is meant to help
correct the issue. But why wait until
the middle of the student curator’s
term? Would it not make more sense

Stajff Viewpoint

dure after Curtis’ term is up?

It is unfair to continue keeping
Curtis uncertain about the future of
her own position. While the gover-
nor may have other duties keeping
him from quickly responding to this
issue, it still needs to be resolved.

Appointing another student cura-
tor in Curtis’ place would not bene-
fit the students of the UM system.
The student curator would need to
be trained and training takes time.
The University needs Curtis to
remain as its representative because
she knows the ropes.

The SGA of UM-St. Louis and
the ISC plan to show their opposi-
tion to Blunt’s decision this week.
The other organizations and groups
of faculty, staff and students of the
University should show their sup-
port, as well, for our student curator
to keep her so she can continue rep-
resenting our campus and the entire
UM system. Curtis has not let us

~down yet.

We at The Current believe Blunt
should reappoint her to the position
to serve the full two years that were
promised to her under the Missouri
Statute.

Patriot Act hits close to home

The FBI used to tap my phone. So
when I heard that President Bush ran
an illegal program to eavesdrop on
international phone calls, it meant
something to me.

The FBI believed I was a threat to
our security. In my reckless youth, I
spent three months as a member of
the Weathermen, an offshoot of the
Students for a Democratic Society. In
the 1960s, SDS was the leading pre-
dominantly white student group
involved in the civil rights and anti-
war movement.

Weathermen renounced non-vio-
lence and eventually became an
underground group. Its most notori-
ous act was to place a bomb in the
U.S. Capitol that almost destroyed a
women’s rest room. I left before
Weathermen went underground.

Anyway, as a result of my ties to
Weathermen, the FBI tapped my
phone and wasted a lot of time moni-
toring my behavior. My fellow radi-
cals and I expected that our phones
were tapped and tried to never say
anything on the phone that would
interest the FBIL.

One time, I needed to meet with
someone about something I wouldn’t
talk about on the phone and told him
to meet me “where all good guerillas
meet.”

When we showed up at the gorilla
cage at the Zoo, two members of the
police intelligence squad were stand-
ing nearby. I made a face at them.
They glared at me.

In those days, I received a threat-
ening letter in the mail on the same

EENJAMIN ISRAEL
Columnist

day each week. (Thursday, I think.)
For example, I opened an evelope one
day to find a picture of me taken at a
demonstration with the words neatly
pnnted in pencil on the back, “Bang,
bang.”

The worst letter | got came on the
stationery of the local civil rights
group ACTION. It was ungrammati-
cal, in a phony African-American
idiom and anti-Semitic. The “broth-
ers” threatened to beat me up.

I called a friend in ACTION and
asked her what was going on. She

* told me the ACTION office had been

broken into and stationery was stolen.
“Probably some right-wing nuts,” she
said.

In 1976, a Congressional commit-
tee investigated abuses by the FBI,
and I found out those right-wing nuts
were, in fact, the FBI,

Most of those threats did not both-
er me much.

The first time I ever received a
threat like that, it did, however. I was
alone staffing an office called The
Peace Information Center in the

Delmar Loop when the phone rang,
The man calling told me that if I did-
n't leave right away, he and others
would come there and beat me up.

I was shaking as I quickly closed
up the center. As I locked the door,
another Center volunteer walked up
and asked me what I was doing.
When I told him of the threat, he
smiled and said, “Don’t worry. We
get calls like that all the time.”

However, it did bother my parents
when their phone rang with threats to
blow up their house or kill their son.
It turned out that was the FBI as well.

My father was dying of congestive
heart failure, and I'm sure the FBI did
not make his last years any easier.

There is a reason our founding
fathers passed the Fourth Amendment
to the Constitution.

It says, “ The right of the people to
be secure in their persons, houses,

papers, and effects, against unreason-

able searches and seizures, shall not
be violated, and no Warrants shall
issue, but upon probable cause, sup-
ported by Oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be
searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.”

The amendment lists no excep-
tions. Legally, a wiretap is a search.

There is a reason Congress passed
the Foreign Intelligence Security Act,
that requires the executive branch to
get a warrant from a special court to
tap phone calls. Without oversight,
the President, and those acting on his

behalf, can, and often will, abuse -

power.

Erica Walshhauser

those people who in the
past has vowed to make
changes in my life and
who has made resolu-
tions to live a healthier
and better lifestyle; however, in past
years [ have found myself simply giv-
ing up on my resolutions.

Last year, I promised to exercise
more and to lose weight. At the time,
my resolution seemed like it was off to
a good start. For two months, I made
frequent trips to a fitness club and sac-
rificed junk food and carbs completely.
I managed to lose 10 pounds, but as
soon as March rolled around, I became
busier as a student and was less inter-
ested in running on a treadmill.

I am sure that everyone has found
themselves in the same situation as me.
Sure, it is easy to make a resolution, but
it is also easy to break it.

This year, I told myself that 1 am no
longer going to be a victim to nicotine
and I am going to save my lungs by
giving up my bad habit of smoking.
Some might say that quitting smoking
is easy, but those who have lived their
lives around cigarettes know this is not
necessarily true.

If quitting was easy, cigarette com-
panies would not post labels such as,
“Caution, smoking could increase the
chances of becoming addicted” on
packs. There would also be no such
thing as Nicotrol patches, Nicorette
gum and pills like Zyban to help people
break away from this habit. Recently,
there have even been people who have
gone and seen hypnotists or who have
had electric shocks to prevent their
cravings.

This is not my first attempt to quit.
I once tried the patch, but became so
desperate and edgy that I wanted to rip

MEeLissa McCRARY
Features Editor

[ was investing more
. money on it than when I
. purchased smokes.
I have realized that
my addiction to nicotine
has entirely ruled and controlled my
life. In the moming, a cup of coffee
seemed to taste so much better with a
cigarette. To relieve stress in between
classes and my part-time job, I would
spend my 15 minute break smoking.
Nothing sounded more appropriate
than ending a hard day with a cigarette
before bed.

This time around, I am taking the
“cold turkey” approach. It has been 11
days since the last time I litup. Sure, I
have had cravings and have thought
“one last cigarette won’t hurt,” but
every time these thoughts enter my
mind, I grab a piece of bubblegum, a
gummy worm or a piece of hard candy
for a quick fix.

Over and over teachers have told
me about the dangers of smoking, but
never really paid attention or simply
thought “that can’t possibly happen to
me.” What [ now know is that every-
thing that they had said is true.

According to the National Cancer
Institute at www.cancer.gov, cigarette
smoking is the most preventable cause
of death in the U.S.: smoking causes 30
percent of cancer deaths each year and
87 percent of smokers are diagnosed
with lung cancer.

Besides the never-ending list of
health problems that smoking can lead
to, smoking also ages one's appearance
by causing fine lines and wrinkles,
stains peopleis teeth and gums and
leaves a strong odor.

Is putting tar, nicotine and carbon
monoxide in your body worth it? As
for the “new”’ me, I think not.

Bin Laden vs. America

Here's Osama!
After over a year
Osama Bin Laden has
come out of his cave
and he has brought a
message. His message
is to try and strike fear
across the globe, and
especially right here in
America. _

He has apparently
been keeping up with
our public opinion
polls, because he cited
the fact that the majori-
ty of Americans want to
pull troops out of Iraq. He told us that
George W. Bush is a liar for reasons
concerning our security,. He made it
clear that if the US didn’t negotiate
with him that he would attack ‘““The
Heart of your land.” He could be
speaking figuratively, but maybe he
means to attack the Heartland of
America. Either way, I am not sure I
can just blow his comments to the
wind, and forget them.

Once again the Bush administra-
tion took its stance of, we don’t nego-
tiate with terrorists. An easy way to
say that they don’t have any answers
for why Bin Laden is still out there.

Maybe I am a pessimist, or a real-
ist, but I am not convinced we are safe.
Who should I believe? Should I
believe the US government? Or
should I believe Bin Laden?

Let’s compare the two:

Personnel

USA- Government full of corrupt
politicians who steal money, lie under
oath, and are impaired by monetary
judgements (halliburton, oil, Saudi

Junior, Business Senior, Political Science
« 13 ' (13
To run a marathon, and yes, |
Togetgoodgmdes,lansutof ’ ’ Mine is to start exercising, yes |
King to it. have stuck to my daily regi- have stuck with it so far.

Abpam WISEMAN
Photo Director

friends)

OBL - Corrupt
extremist who has lots
of money and has killed
a lot of people (9/11,
planes, Saudi friends)

Objectives:

USA- To destroy
people (terrorists) that
might do harm to them,
maybe. To free the peo-
ple of Iraq and to place
a government of their
choosing.  (Paranoia,
preemptive, guns)

OBL - To destroy
people (infidels) that might do harm to
them, maybe. To free the people of
Iraq and to place a government of his
choosing. (Paranoia, preemptive,
RPGs)

Religion
USA - Evangelical Christianity.
Close relations with Judaism.

Although denying religion plays a
part, and they try not to sound like
fanatics, they are. (In God we trust)

OBL - Fanatical Islam. Not deny-
ing that religion has a part, in fact, reli-
gion is a big reason for his hatred. (In
Allah we trust, not afraid to admit reli-
gious background).

After some analysis, I have come to
realize it does not matter who I think is
lying, or whom I should believe. Just
like the civilians in London, Madrid,
New York, Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel,
Palestine, and plenty of others, we are
all victims of the same war. Let us not
also forget the soldiers who fight and
die on both sides of the lines. Osama
Bin Laden is alive, and he is planning.
Do you believe him?

Junior, Criminology
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Science Column

WashU study finds fat
overload kills cells

In January, people
ften think about losing
veight and getting in
hape. Fat seems to be on
veryone's minds. Now a
1ew study from
Vashington ~ University
ives us another reason to
ear fat besides how we
night look in tight clothes.

When fats accumulate
n cells other than adipose
fat) cells, then cell death
r dysfunction occurs, according to Dr.
ean Schaffer, the senior author of the
tudy and associate professor of medi-
ine at Washington University.

The new study will be published in
he February 2006 issue of the science
ournal Molecular Biology of the Cell.

The Washington  University
esearchers found a protein, EF1A-1,
vhich caused cell death in mammalian
ells that have too much saturated fat.
t is the internal skeleton of cells, the
ytoskeleton, which is affected by
igh concentrations of these lipids.
Vhen production of the protein was
locked, the cells survived.

The researchers also pointed to pre-
iminary studies that suggest that the
levelopment of diabetes is linked to
he accumulation of fat in the pancreas
ind to insulin resistance in muscle
ells. Cardiology studies have also
inked heart problems to cell dysfunc-
ion and death associated with fats.

The researchers looked at the
ffects of palmitate, a saturated fat
ommonly found in American diets,
n mammalian cells grown in culture,

The Rogue Liberrian

BY CATE MaRQuis
Science Colummnist

Cells have several mech-
anisms to store or use fat
in cells but saturated fats
like palmitate are poorly
stored by the usual meth-
ods. Palmitate in the cells
led to a rapid increase in
levels of the protein
EF1A-1, which led to
rapid cell death. EF1A-1
is a common cellular
protein with several
functions including pro-
duction of proteins and maintenance
of the cell’s cytoskeleton. Blocking the
production of EF1A-1 in cells with
high levels of palmitate protected the
cells from cell death. Furthermore, the
researchers also found that removal of
the EF1A-1 protein allowed cells to
withstand normally damaging levels
of highly reactive oxygen. The results
suggested that cell death came from

changes associated with abnormal lev-
els of EF1A-1. Future studies will

attempt to define the exact mecha-

nisms and changes. The study also

uncovered other proteins involved in |

'UMSL needs a more visible mascot

the negative impact of fat in cells.
Saturated fats like palmitate have
long been the focus of concern for a
healthy diet. But this is not taking sides
in the low fat - low carb diet wars. It is
not just the consumption of fats that is

the problem. Excess consumption of |

carbohydrates converts those calories
to fats to be stored in the body. Too
many calories, too much food, too lit-

tle exercise are the main culprits. But

you might want to skip that palm oil.

Crime and punishment

RALEIGH Muns
UM-St. Louis Reference Librarian

On Saturday moming, Aug, 26, 1
urived at the TJ. Library for a regularly
cheduled weekend shift only to find the
ntrance swarming with campus police.

It turns out that a nefarious (and not
0o bright, as you shall read) thief had
otten into the library somehow in order
0 knock off our safe and retire in great
vealth. Not exactly "The Italian Job," as
~ question the sanity of anyone who
hinks knocking off a library safe would
e very lucrative.

Apparently, our cretinous crook spent
nost of the night prying, gouging, twist-
ng, penetrating, and peeling the safe's
netal facade to his reward of "less than
5250" as reported in The Current.

We take our come seriously in
_ibrary Land, and I can vouch that our
ibraries are the safest I've ever encoun-
ered. We employ professional security
who are on hand during all open Library
10U,

Don't take my compliments about
safety as an invitation to leave your purs-
>s, backpacks, or laptop computers lay-
ng around unaftended, as there is no
1eed to invite the occasional opportunist
o take your goods. But UM-St. Louis is
egularly documented as one of the most
-rime-free campuses in the state.

The honesty of our student body, or
any group of people, isn't universal, but
sur campus’ is pretty high in my opinion.

I can recall two times since I've been
with the libraries where someone found

money (a $5 bill once, and a $20 on
another occasion) and tumed them in at
the Reference Desk as lost and found
items, '

It was at this moment that [ realized
the Midwest was a totally different crea-
ture than my previous Left Coast habitat
of Los Angeles.

Atthe time I left the UCLA Libraries,
they were being harassed by "The Mad
Defecator" and stolen backpacks were a
daily occurence (note: in defense,
UCLA's library system was MUCH
larger than UMSL's, so it wasn't as if
theft was happening before one's eyes,
minute to minute).

One of my favorite local reads, in
fact, are the crime reports in The Current.

I recall a few years ago a rash of
thefts of Plymouth Neons in the parking
structures (Plymouth Neons?); then
there was the faculty member reporting a
large can of peanuts lifted from her office
which I found particularly intriguing.

My favorite bit of UM-St. Louis lar-
ceny might have been last year's great
frozen chicken heist at the Millenium
Student Center (it was an inside job).

Stealing frozen chicken is a classic. I
pictured the crooks in trench coats whis-
pering "Hey, buddy. Ya wanna buy some
hot cold chicken?" Followed by a dis-
play of drumsticks flashed from inside
their floor length coat.

Oh. When these people are caught?

They DO go to jail, so don't get any |

ideas. And tumn your books in on time
while you're at it.

Letters From London

Learning in London doesn’t end when we leave the classroom

This study abroad went wonderful-
ly until classes had to start and ruin my
vacation. Classes started last Monday
morning, That’s right, no Martin
Luther King Jr. day for me.

My British Life and Culture (BLC)
course, required for all Missouri
London participants, is quickly
becoming my favorite class. Tuesday
nights, we have a lecture by a visiting

professor and Wednesdays are
reserved for field trips. _
This week, Dr. Wendy Stokes from

London Metropolitan University
explained ‘Modern England.’ She
explained that England is the country
we're visiting. Britain consists of
England and Wales; Great Britain is
England, Wales, and Scotland. The
United Kingdom is all of those with
Northemn Ireland.

Wednesday, our BLC fieldtrip
included a journey to the Museum of
London. Of course, I understand that
many people are bored to tears at the
very mention of a museum, but as an
avid museum junkie, I loved the fact
that the Museum of London is chrono-

i logical. Artifacts from London’s earli-
oxidative stress and cytoskeletal |

est Neanderthal cousins
surround visitors, and by
the time a person leaves,
she has reached the midst
of the early twentieth
century.

As much as the class-
es here are incorporating
London as a classroom, it
is still essential to spend
some nights in the flat
reading “Vindication of
thé Rights of Women” or
whatever else we've
been assigned. Homework is cross-
cultural.

For those not involved in an intern-
ship, Fridays are free for us to do as we
please. So I used my Friday to travel to
the famous Portobello Road
Marketplace. Normally, the market
reaches the height of business on
Saturdays, so it wasn’t crowded as [
wandered the streets.

Little stands crowded the side-
walks, reminiscent of rock concert
souvenir shops. Even on a Friday
afternoon, I could find clothes, gifts,
chocolates, sandwiches, purses, suit-

Have you noticed our mascot the
Riverman around? I have done some
research during the semester break to
find out who our mascot was. I found
out that, according to the UM-St.
Louis search, from 1999-2004 the
mascot was the Riverpup.

I've noticed by looking at other
colleges my friends attend, that we
have no actual mascot that I can see.

Let’s quickly take a look at other
Universities around the state. UM-
Columbia has Truman the tiger.
Truman the tiger is everywhere.

Truman is highlyvisible. Missouri
State Univerisity has the Bear.

A huge statue on campus and the
bear plasters all of their T-shirts and
sports memorabilia and other items.
Truman State has the bulldog, which

has a rich history at the school, and
the school dedicates a website to the
bulldog alone.

Southeast Missouri State has just
undergone a mascot switch to the
Red hawks and it's all over thier web-
site. On a recent trip down there, I
saw a sign just turning onto their cam-
pus.

UM-Rolla has Joe the Miner who
is seen on the home page. UM-
Kansas City has Kasey the Kangeroo
which they switched to recently and
are proud of.

Saint Louis University has the
infamous billiken which is plastered
all over everything.

Okay, my point is this we have an
absent mascot.

I believe it's time to dedicate some

LAURA AYERS
London Correspondent

Letters fo the Editor

cases, antiques, jewelry,
and anything else you
can imagine.

Many of the shops
reminded me of those
on the Delmar Loop.
Smelling strongly of
incense, they sell tat-
toos, Indian jewelry
and clothing, Bob
Marley paraphernalia,
and of course, buttons
proclaiming the need
for marijuana legaliza-
tion.

Having only been here a few days
and to only four pubs (or public hous-
es. as they’re called) [ cannot claim to
be a pub expert, yet.

The drinking age here is 18, and as
[ will turn 21 in February, it was my
first taste of legal alcohol, as well for
many others in the group.

Some were afraid when we first
arrived that they would be forced to
drink room-temperature beer that
resembled motor oil. Fortunately, this
has turned out to be an incorrect

stereotype.

While ale is still available, we ha
several other alcoholic options. On
that we’ve all found quite fascinatin
is the Fruli, a strawberry flavored bee:
While I'm told that it can also be foun
in cities like New York and Lo
Angeles, it was news to my taste buds

Really, a pub is no different fron
your local neighborhood bar. The bar
tenders know the regulars, and severz
friends can meet up after work fo
some fun. On a slow night, the atmos
phere is almost cozy.

But on a weekend, you are unlikel
to find a cozy pub anywhere i
London. That also applies to footbal
nights (that’s soccer to us). On night
like that, if I'm lucky, I can squeeze i
at a table with several friends to watcl
the game at a safe distance. One foot
ball night in particular, I stood presset
up against complete strangers. I clung
to my Fruli and cheered every timu
Manchester United scored a goal
After snagging a seat, I sat back
closed my eyes, and considered my
London experience so far.

Different, I thought. But not a bac
different.

University spirit and call out our mas-
cot to be seen.

QOur university is growing; we are
becoming more traditional with the
future opening of the new dorm.

Also, they are serving meals on
south campus. All are great improve-
ments. I still think we need a longer
time to cross natural Bridge to go
from north to south, but I arn focusing
on our mascot.

I am not ashamed to do funny
dances, have my picture taken or
hang out with our mascot. Why
should we not do those things and
more? Why should we not see our
mascot or wear a logo of the
Riverman proudly?

Brian Skubic, senior, education
and history

Librarian’s response has faulty logic, reader says

Raleigh Muns, a UM-St. Louis
Reference Librarian, took the time to
comment on my letter to the editor [in
The Current, Nov. 28] regarding the
dismal food and library service hours
on campus.

I would like the time to point out
some misqualifications put forth by
Raleigh directed towards my analysis.
So that the background is understood,
the original letter under contention
compared the library hours at UM-St.
Louis to those the Universities of North
Dakota, Maine and Georgia.

I found, on average, each of those
schools' libraries has approximately 10
more hours of library time per week
than our own. I concluded my letter
with the suggestion that UM-St. Louis
should lengthen its library hours to on
par with other state-funded universities.
Muns sees our relatively small number
of library hours as an outcome of enroll-
ment numbers (and its impact on
funds), and attempts to disqualify my
comparative approach on the premise
that a school with more money will
inevitably provide better services (e.g.,
more library hours) and, thus, any com-

parison between schools with different
i vertical statuses is
. unfounded/unfair/irrelevant.

ORTHO EVRA

legal claim.

Call the Law Firm of

Roger C. Denton

Gall:;
(314) 621-6115

or

1-(800) 873-5297

BIRTH CONTROL PATCH

The FDA has recently warned of increased risk of
blood clots, heart attack and strokes.

If you used the patch and then had a
heart attack or stroke. you may have a

SCHLICHTER, BOGARD & DENTON

for a free legal consultation

Voted by peers in the publication
“Best Lawyers in America - 2005”

This is a paid legal advertisement '
Attorneys are licensed in Illinois and Missouri

blood clot

Muns writes in the Dec. 5 issue of
The Current, "I have to point out that
[Scott's] comparison of UM-St. Louis
with the University of Georgia [UGA]
must be discarded since that institution
has about 40,000 full-time students.
UM-St. Louis' revenue's would easily
be doubled with enrollment of that size,
allowing for the option of paying for
longer hours. This underscores the
problems of comparing any university
with another."

First, let's assume that Raleigh is
correct in his assertion that UGA has
40,000 students (even though the UGA
website claims to have less than 32,000
students, which seems more in line with
what I remember — I recently got my
B.S. and AB. from there) and this
explains why it has longer library hours.

The question is, how can Muns’
(un)insightful note on the causal effect
of wealth on treatment explain universi-
ties with similar enrollments as our own
having the same (or longer) hours as
UGA, an unlikely event according to
the (above) theorizing of Muns?

He condemns comparative research,
and yet if he had employed this method,
in his rebuttal to my editorial, he would
have realized there are pertinent expla-
nations of empirical reality that go

beyond monetary considerations.
Muns’ excuse for our relatively poor
facilities is undeniably flawed accord-
ing to the following facts: the
University of North Dakota. according
to its Web site, has an enrollment of
10,725 — the largest it has been in over
a decade; furthermore. the University of

Maine, according to
collegeprofiles.com. has less than
10,000 undergraduates.

Although those schools have small-
er enrollment numbers than UM-St
Louis (and half that of UGA). they pro-
vide 10 more hours of available library
time per week than UM-St. Louis. I
don't know why exactly it is that UM-
St. Louis has so fewer hours, but there's
likely more to the answer than what's
considered by Muns.

‘When “discarding” the legitimacy
of someone's analysis, please cover
your bases and miake sure your expla-
nation actually fits the data being con-
sidered (i.e.. don't simply omit data
because it refutes your opinion). (On an
ending note. I'd like to mention that I
believe those working at the library to
be, for the most part, very helpful and I
greatly appreciate their assistance.)

Scott Jacques, Ph.D student,
criminology and criminal justice

Awareness
of crime on :
campus can’
help police

I would like to commend 7hq
Current for its article and editorial aboul
the recent carjacking. As the editoria|
emphasized, it is important that mem
bers of the campus community know
when there are special threats that may
exist so we can take extra precautions.

There is another, possibly morg
important, reason to notify the campu
community of such events as soon a
possible. When a crime is commitied i
is important to identify and debrie
potential witnesses as soon as possible

Frequently people who do not ever
know a crime has been committed may
have important information about thq
crime or perpetrator. J

For example, in this case peopl
may have seen the perpetrator beforg
the crime elsewhere on campus ang
noticed identifying characteristics o
behaviors that could provide eviden
(e.g.. expectorating on the groun
which could provide DNA), bu
because they did not know there was
crime they would have no reason t
share this information with the pol
and, as time passes, it becomes harder t
remember details and evidence can by
contaminated.

With such a transient environmen
police cannot just “check with th
neighbors” to see if they noticed anyond
suspicious: we all are the neighbors, an
we can only be identified and inte
viewed if we know about the crime and
make our information available to th
police.

So simply for the sake of bette
crime solving, I would encourage
police to notify the campus communit)
as soon as possible when these event
occur, unless there is some compelling
reason not to.

Joseph Martinich, professo

College of Business Administration
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full throttie computing. W re
“love it, your first visit is on us

Iintroducing our Loop location with 30 blazing fast
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FREE & |
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Wwww.screenz.com

TO EXISTING MEMBERS
|$©Q95 All Day Pass
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computing stations.

Check it out for yourself at our Screenz Computing Center location

i
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in the Loop of St. Louis. Get through your day with lightning fast internet,
the latest software and all the print shop services you'll ever need. Plus
one-on-one personal training, and network gaming. Everything you
need to keep your digital life firing on all cylinders.

SCreenz

COMPUTING CENTER
where technotogy cticks,

6680 Delmar Blvd

(314) 721-9988
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Who knew a guy in a dress could
: 50 tough?

The current production at the
2pertory Theater of St. Louis, “T Am
y Own Wife,” tells the story of a real
rson, a German transvestite who
rvived both the Nazis and the
pression  of Soviet-era East
ermany. The play not only tells the
ory of one person but one person is
e whole show. Literally.

Actor Arnie Burton delivers a pow-
house performance as cross-dress-
g Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, and 33
her characters, in this award-win-
ng one-man play. “T Am My Own
ife” won the 2004 Tony for Best
ay and the Pultizer for Drama. The
ay runs nightly, except Mondays,
th weekend matinees through Feb.
on the main stage of the Repertory
ieater of St. Louis, Loretto-Hilton
nter for Performing Arts on the

WANTED:
BABYSITTER

For 2 well-behaved children.
Good pay.
KILLER Location.

Call

877-467-7674
(TOLL FREE)

WHEN A STRANGER CALLS

IN THEATERS FEBRUARY 3*®

I Am My Own Wife

Webster University campus, 130
Edgar Rd., Webster Groves, MO.

While the Jewish people took the
biggest blow from Nazi hatred, Nazi
and Soviet persecution was not limit-
ed to them alone. Other ethnic groups
and gays were also targeted by both
Nazis and East German Communists.
That a man in a dress should escape
the Nazi onslaught, and then the
oppressive East German secret police,
the Stasi, may seem farfetched but
Charlotte von Mahlsdorf was a real
person.

Borm Lothar Berfelde, he adopted
the name Charlotte von Mahldorf for
the name of the town where he estab-
lished a small museum under the East
German regime, devoted to objects
and furniture of the 1890s. Charlotte
was a life-long collectar of antique
furniture and bric-a-brac of her
favorite historic period. While others
are fascinated by the artistic flourish-
ing of Germany in the pre-Nazi
Weimar Republic, made so memo-
rable in “Cabaret,” Charlotte von

Mahlsdorf remained fascinated by the
sturdy, bourgeoisie Grunderzeit or
Gay 90s.

As a transvestite, this remarkable
person survived two of the twentieth
century’s most repressive regimes.
Charlotte was a curious character on
many levels. Ironically, the fact that
Berfelde was the teenaged son of an
abusive Nazi, whose estranged wife
fled their Berlin home with their chil-
dren for a country estate during the
war, may have helped him survive the
close scrutiny of the authorities. The
country estate was the home of his
cross-dressing aunt, who introduced
the teenaged Lothar to the world of
transvestites and encouraged him to
embrace his inner impulses, don a
dress and become Charlotte.

While this unique character is the
center of “I Am My Own Wife,”
another of the characters in this fasci-
nating play is the playwright himself,
Doug Wright. Wright learned about
real-life survivor Charlotte von
Mahlsdorf after the fall of the Berlin
Wall. The person the playwright meets
is a true eccentric, a little old man in a
dress. Without makeup, Charlotte’s
mannish features and large hands con-
trast with the white bobbed hair, prim
dark dress, string of pearls, and the

LiTMAG, from page 6

Theater Review

thick hose and orthopedic shoes. The
image Charlotte presents is a proper
and charming hausfrau. Despite a
prim and proper manner, Charlotte
had an inner steeliness that allowed
him to circumvent or stand up to bul-
lying from his father, the Nazis and
the East Germans.

During the two plus hours on stage,
Amie Burton portrays Charlotte, the
playwright Doug Wright, Doug’s
friend John, Charlotte’s lover and fel-
low collector Alfred. Charlotte’s
father and aunt - in all, thirty-four
characters. With only one change of
costume, Burton clearly creates each
well-defined and fully recognizable
character through changes in posture,
voice or manner. Except for the begin-
ning of the second act, Burton appears
dressed as Charlotte von Mahlsdorf, in
plain black dress, single strand of
pearls, dark stockings and orthopedic
shoes. Rather than Charlotte’s white
wig, Burton wears a dark headscarf
that gives him the look of a nun, while
the lack of feminine make-up and his
bare, masculine arms and hands let us
clearly see this is a man. Despite the
absence of props and costumes
changes, the audience is never uncer-
tain which character is speaking, even
when Burton holds a three-way con-

versation. The performance can only
be described as an amazing tour-de-
force, and a major accomplishment.

Thinking he has found a real gay
hero and the perfect subject for a play,
Wright throws himself into a series of
interviews and research. What he
found was a flawed but far more com-
plex person that anyone could have
imagined.

Beneath Charlotte’s prim appear-
ance was a charming master of self-
promotion, publishing a memoir and
engineering a biographical documen-
tary movie as well. Charlotte von
Mahisdorf’s interest in late nineteenth
century antiques began in childhood.

The play lures us, charmingly, into
Charlotte’s world, terrifies us with the
images of Nazi hatred and gives us the
confusion of the playwright when he
finds flaws in Charlotte’s version of
events. Charlotte fills the young
American playwright’s ears with har-
rowing tales. With theatric flare,
Charlotte recounts her passion for
antiques, disgust at the Nazi's treat-
ment of the Jews, and of confronting
East German skinheads who invaded
her museum.

But eventually disturbing facts
come out about Charlotte’s conduct
under the long East German rule.

In the past, much of Lit Mag's
funding went towards the launch
ceremony and the celebration lunch,
but this year we want to put more
funding in the production of the
actual magazine."

McCloskey said that students can
pick up a copy of submission guide-
lines and drop off their submissions
in the green box, marked Lit Mag,
outside of the English Department
on the fourth floor of Lucas Hall, or
students can email their works to her

at psm2m5@umsl.edu. The dead-
line for submissions is Wednesday,
Feb. 15.

The editing Lit Mag course will
start the editing process throughout
the next month, while works are
being submitted. After students edit
every piece of work, they will then
select which pieces will be in the
final copy. Every author will be con-
tacted ‘and informed whether or not
their works will be in the publica-
tion. The objectives for the last part

proofreading and submitting the

final copy to the press journal. The |
final magazine is expected to come |
out on April 17, and will be inserted |
in The Current as an additional liter- |

ary supplement.

McCloskey said that Lit Mag is a
great opportunity for students to get |
involved in and to show off all of |

their hard work.

www.thecurrentonline.com

is unique tale of survival in Germany

Clearly, Charlotte is a survivor but as
fascinating as her tales are, the contra-
dictions that emerge are troubling.
What was really true and ‘what was
theatrical embellishment may never
been known.

The play’s set is up to the Rep’s
usual high standard of eye-popping
beauty, multifunctional use and sym-
bolic depth. The stage is dominated by
the massive door and one big room,
with a few furnishings. that stand-in
for Charlotte’s mansion. But behind
this functional set is a backdrop of
floor-to-ceiling cubicles, filled with
the antique objects and bric-a-brac
that represent Charlotte’s passion for
collecting and hovering over all.

“I Am My Own Wife” is a fasci-
nating work about an enigmatic, elu-
sive person who survived the savagery
of the Nazis and the repressive regime
that followed. Beyond that, it is an
amazing, impressive performance by
a single actor who creates an entire
cast of clearly drawn characters with-
out the aid of props or costume
change. At the play’s end, the audi-
ence leaped to their feet in wild
applause, a well-deserved ovation for
a masterful performance and fascinat-
ing, moving evening of theatrical
artistry.

 TUITION
. SCHOLARSHIPS,

from page 1

of the class include editing a.nd
meeting with each author, copy and |

Online applications will be
accepted through Feb. 17. Anthony
Georges, director of Student
Financial Aid at UM-St. Louis, said
that after students fill out an appli-
cation, “‘students will get one of
three responses back. One, they
need to provide more information.
Two, they received the scholarship.
Three, they did not get it.”

Recipients of the scholarships of
each campus will be notified on

| April 1, and students have until

April 30 to appeal their award let-

. ters.

To apply for a scholarship

' online, visit: http://www.umsystem.
- edu/ums/departments/fa/tuition/.

Now you don’t have to make a choice.
Have fun at work when you join

the TGI FRIDAY’S TEAM! Our downtown
location has the perfect job for you!

Work or fun??

Fall 2005

The UM-St. Louis

Panhellenic
Associlation Awards

The UM-St. Louis Panhellenic Association would like to congratulate the

*Flexible Schedules
*Great Pay _
*Benefits for 29-34 hours
*Great tasting food at discount
*Fun Environment
Back to school doesn’t have to be
all work and no play.
Apply in person any day
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
TGI FRIDAY'S

(314) 241-8443
529 Chestnut Street - St. Louis, MO 63101
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SCREEN GEMS.

O 008 SCAEEN NS, N AL PIGHTS AESEYELL

INVITE YOU TO STOP BY
Tue GURRENT’S TABLE ON THE
MILLENNIUM GENTER BRIDGE
oN THursoay, Januany 2B
AT 12:00 pu
10 PICK UP A PASS TO SEE

( Current

R

Passes are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Mo purchase necessary.
While supplies last. Employess of all prometional partners and
their agencies are not eligible. One pass per person.
This film is rated PG-13 for intense termror,
viclence and some language.

ERS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD

Fall 2005 semester:

Rebekah Kersey

semester:
Emily Brown
Erica (Lynn) Brown
Katie Dalton

Mandy Deidrick-Young
Christine Eccleston
Courtney Gibson
Angie Gleason
Rachel Greb
Angella Grizzle
Nikki Harrison
Brooke Hess
Kristin Howard
Diana Hsu
Jamie Kinkerk

following women for their outstanding academic achievement during the -

Nicola Bell Megan Labbe
Monica Cervellione Kristen Meyer
Rachel Clark Whitney Novack
Martha Gamble Lindsay Sutherland
Brandee Georgevitch Rebekah Talbert
Alicia Higginbotham Ashley Tite
Sarah Hollenberg Alicia Triplett
Adriana Hughey Rosalie Ungria
Lindsay Jakul Brandy Waters
Nickie Kaufman Andrea Wolf

The Panhellenic Association would also like to extend a special congrat-
ulations to those women achieving a 3.5 or above for the Fall 2005

Kristin Kreitler
Emily Lauer
Lindsay Lusk

Kerri McKinney
Maribeth Oldelehr

Mallorie Patton

Aubrey Price
Stephanie Rawlings
Amanda Reinert
Victoria Schrage
Rachel Smith
Christina Stephan
JoAnne Tinsley
Jamie VanWinkle




The Current

January 23, 200¢

What's WlTh DVD's 1hese days?
It's like every movie that comes

Whatever happened to a
little cinema integrity?

Lout needs to have an "Unrated Version.')

| Blg talk comin' from o quy that
buys any movie with
! ‘ninja’ in the title...-

the word

W% ol
Hatt & Hali Cicatmen

"The Dukes a? /

Hazard: Unrated..."

Woah..."Baby Geniuse.s 2:
Unrated." You have a point,
this is geting really out of- |

Hahia GeliE
ST Hali & Half?

OHMIGOSHI! THEY HAVE
' AMERICAN NINJA 411"

0% off *
A Haltd Hall Creamies

Well, | ought
- Twas Ay

by E. Gearhart

HELL JusT

WHEN HE'S 60,
YOUEL ALL THE TIRE!

50 WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS
FOR RETIREMENT, BOND7

HOCOOOO

RATES

ATTENTION!

Students, Faculty and Staff at UMSL

You can place classified advertisements in The Current FOR FREE!
Just send us your ad (40 words or less) along with your name and

student/employee number to current@jinx.umsl.edu or call us at 516-5316.
All others see adjacent rates.

(40 words are free for students,
staff, and faculty.)
Otherwise, ad rates are:

1 ad or issue - $15

2 ads or issues - $25
3 ads or issues - $35
4+ - $10 per ad/issue
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LIBRA (September 23 to October 22)
Don't ignore that uneasy feeling about making 23 24 > e ——
a commitment. It could be a case of under- =7 55125 % o
standably cold feet, or a waming that sorne-
thing isn't as right as it should be. 32 33 35 |28 7
SCORPIO (October 23 to Noverber 21) [ - L
A colleague could be more supporting of one )
of your efforts. But it's up to you to make the & 4 45 45 |47 (a8
case for it, and that could mean opening up a P - = 21 =
secret or two, which might be a problem for
; 5= 55 |57 8 58
) SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to S0 T =
December 21) Expect some good news about
a relative you've been worried about. But don't 4 85 67 Is8
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19) Despite some anxious mornents, you could
have good reason to be pleased with how [ s BY 20
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AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) i
A long-overdue expression of appreciation  [i01 102 108 104 |105 [106
could be offered soon. But admit it: You never
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PISCES (February 19 to March 20) It's a 179 S~ = =
good time to dive right into a new challenge,

b

whether iU's learning a computer program or
how to drive a stick shift, or making a new
friend. Whatever it is, good luck.

BORN THIS WEEK: You see the wisdom
in honesty, and you help others appreciate your
vision.

P T L . TP T e

€X2008 by King Feakures Syndicate, Inc. Wodd rights resarved.

Flexible. Part-time days. Experienced person to call
local businesses at our office near Westport Plaza
and set sales leads. Hourly base plus bonuses. Email
to gina®thekeypeopleinc.com or call (314) 731-
0071.

EGG DONORS NEEDED!
Ages 19-30. PAYS $5,000. (877) EGG DONOR / (877)
344-3666. www.spcL.org

Engineering Opportunities

If you're looking for world-class engineering research
opportunities and a Ph.0. program with depth,
breadth, and agility, start your search by exploring
the Vanderbilt School of Engineering. www.engineer-
ing.vanderbilt.edu

Attention College Students

Part-time work. $12 base/appt. flex. Schedules.
Customer sales/service. Scholarship opportunities.
No experience necessary. 314-997-7873.

Start @ $70 for a S5-hour event!

Promote brands by distributing samples/brochures
and/or demonstrating products to consumers.
Premier in-store Promotions Company and autho-
rized agency of Mass Connections, Inc., has great
opportunities in Various Mo. cities. Positions avail-
able are part-time, mostly weekends, and typically
5 hours. For more information and to apply online,
visit www.eventsandpromotions.com.

SPRING BREAK 2006
PANAMA CITY BEACH, FLORIDA

5, 6, 7 Night Packages
www.pcb.com

s 1. B =
'.'_._ 1!1?."::? LA &
Split Firewood

Local, Reasonable. Cash and Carry. (314) 524-4337.

Car for sale

1996 Honda Civic, Hatchback, red color, new CD
stereo. Good Condition. $1900. Call for any info
(314) 601-5984,

Moving Sale Entire Contents of House
Kitchen items, Microwave, Table and chairs, Swivel
rocker, TV, Microsuede loveseat. Brass/Glass Tables,
26 Gallon Aquanium, 8Ft fireplace mantel,
Transylvania folding bookcase, Office supplies, Cd,
DVD, Much more... 664-2548

For Sale

Enjoy the convenience of doing laundry at home!

Apartment-sized fully automatic clothes washing

machine for sale. Works in any apartment, easily

connects to kitchen / bathroom sink. Asking 5110.
Email: anosh@mail.com

ENGAGEMENT RING

1/2 Carat Princess Cut, White Gold

$500 (Negotiable Price)

In perfect Condition

Call Courtney at 516-7033 or email clhqmb@umsl edu

E 1

Aad

Female roomate needed to share a spacious 2 bed-
room with study room, fully furnished appartment. 5
min from umsl, $270/month. Can move in any time.
call (314) 601-5984,

2, e

UmsL AR‘I‘!S‘I‘ NEEDS VOLUNTEER MODELS
for headshots. Please email Sara at
smae99@studentmail .umsl.edu, Thanks!

FLYERS DON’T
CUT IT.

Advertise your event
in The Current
Classifieds.

516-5316.

Interested In Rugby

Competative / Social 5tl rughy team seeking new
players of all skill and experience levels come out
a practice or a game to see what its all about.
Contact: Brian (314) 443-4345,
briantoedebusch@hotmail.com, www.hornetsrc.com

Attitudes: Food, Body and Seli

If you ever struggle to change your body, control
food, or feel good about yourself-you might to try
something different. You might want to try the
“Attitudes” group sponsored by University Health,
Wellness and Counseling Services. Contact Lori
®516-5711 or Michelle @ 516-5414

Would you like to quit smoking?
Contact the Wellness Resource Center at 516-5380
for free, on-campus smoking cessation resources.

Join PRIZM

PRIZM is UMSL's GLBT & Ally Student Organization
committed to defeating negative Gay Lesbian
Bisexual and Transgendered sterectypes through
education and social events. To join, call 516-5013
or E-mail prizm@umsl.edu

Military Entrance Consulting

Considering the military? To learn more, discuss you
future with a G-RAP Independent Contractor. For
free information without any ebligation call Jason
(573) 760-3950 or John (314) 575-7136.

- = '.'.'_- I
AEROBICS, AIKIDO, TAI CHI, SPINNING
Check the UMSL Campus Recreation website for
class schedules, fees, and more information-
www.umsl.edu/services/recsport

FREE TRIVIA NIGHT!

Campus Rec's Trivia Night will be held Thurs, Feb, 2.
7:30-10 p.m. at the Provincial House, Max. 10 tdam
members. Free snacks/drinks & | f prizes!
Register at the Campus Rec Office, 20IMT, 516-5326
by Tues, Jan. 31,

BOWLING ANYONE?

Join UMSL's BOWLING Doubles League.
Thursday 3:30-5 p.m. (Feb. 2 - Marc!
North Oaks Bowl. Only 52/week fc
team. Register in the Rec Office,
Jan. 26.

CAMPUS RECREATION!
COME PLAY WITH US! UMSL Intra
3-0n-3 BB, ARENA FOOTBALL, Lu
VOLLEYBALL. T play,
Office, 203 MT. Deadline is We

23) at nearby
games. 1 per
203 Mark Tweain by

il BASKETBALL
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THERE'S NO GREATER ADVENTURE THAN TRUE LOVE,
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ONLY THE BEST SURVIVE.

JORDANA BREWSTER
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Ve Current

Rivermen, Riverwomen fall in
away games at SIUE; Quincy

BY JameEs DAUGHERTY
Staff Writer

The men’s and women’s basketball
eams have been unable to find much
success on the road. That trend has con-
inued over the last week.

The Rivermen are almost perfect at
ome, posting a 9-1 record with a 4-1
onference record; however they are (-5

conference games on the road.

On Jan. 19, the Rivermen lost a heart-
eaker against STU-Edwardsville 85-72,
ind then on Jan. 21, Quincy dominated
he Rivermen in a 98-74 beating. The
Riverwomen have not had much more
uccess on the road, losing recently to
sIU-Edwardsville 6940 and to Quincy
71-51.

Against SIU-Edwardsville, the
Aivermen were competitive until the

al four minutes.

The game had eight ties and six lead
hanges, and the Rivermen were actually
p by four, 37-33, at the end of the first
alf. Although they dominated the
voards, posting a +17 edge, their

ounding success was offset by their

over deficit. They committed 28
rnovers to SIU-Edwardsville’s 7. Those
28 tumovers became 22 extra points for
he Cougars.

In the second half, the Rivermen man-
ged to get within four, 71-67 with 5:22
ft in the game, but then the Cougars
ent on an 8-0 nun to all but put the
Rivermen away. Jonathan Griffin led the
ivermen with 22 points, seven
ebounds, and five assists.

Quincy was close until 3:45 in the first
alf. The Rivermen were able to stay
vith the Hawks trading baskets until the

awks went on an 18-2 run over the final
our minutes of the half to go up 47-31.

The Rivermen trailed by double digits
e entire second half, cutting the lead to
6 with 10:26 left to play behind the

ide play of David Ward and Derrell

inner. It was as close as the Rivermen
rould get, as Quincy would go on to lead
y as much as 28 before coming away
vith the 24 point victory.

The Rivermen were hurt most by the
awks’ Paul Walker, who scored 34
oints including 8-11 on three pointers,

d their own poor shooting, going 37
ercent on the night. Ward led the
divermen with 17 points and six
ebounds. The Rivermen are now 10-6

Mike Sherwin/ The Current

Jonathan Griffin drives past Bellarmine players on Jan. 14. Griffin
led the Rivermen against SIU-E with 22 points.

on the season and 4-5 in conference.

The Riverwomen lost in a blowout to
the Cougars, 60-49. The team managed
to cut the lead to two, 12-10, with 11 min-
utes left in the first half. However, the
Cougars went on a 14-0 nm over the next
six minutes. By the end of the first half,
the lead was extended to 22, 36-14.

The second half fared little better for
the Riverwomen, as they would not get
closer than 19 and the Cougars would
push their lead up to 31 before it was
over.

The Riverwomen allowed the
Cougars to shoot S0 percent on the game,
while only converting 25.9 percent of
their own shots. Taylor Gagliano led the
Riverwomen with 11 points.

Against Quincy, the Riverwomen
went back and forth and had several lead
changes during the first half. The team
went up by two, 21-19, with five minutes
left in the first half, but then the Hawks
went on a 19-2 run to finish the half up
38-23.

The Riverwomen got as close as 151in
the second half, but the Hawks pushed
the lead back up 28 before finally win-
ning 71-51. Courtney Watts led the team
with 16 points and four assists. The
Riverwomen are now 9-6 on the season
and 3-5 in conference.

The teams will next be in action
against Oakland City Jan. 23. The
Riverwomen will play at 5:30 p.m. and
the Rivermen will follow at 7:30 p.m.

January 23, 2006

From the MSC to the Capitol,
getting involved has never
' been so easy.
Board Seats, Paid Work,
Internships, and more.

510-5835
38: MSC

JAN 27-28

Program includes:
MOZART Piano Concerto No. 24 in C minor
MOZART Symphony No. 41, “Jupiter”

FEB:S-5

Program includes:
MOZART Requiem

FEB 10-11

Program includes:
MOZART Symphony No. 39
MOZART Symphony No.40

SAINT LOUIS StudentTickets $10, subject to availability,
=1, AP Call now for tickets: 314-534-17
(Y 7rptec o

2 or purchase online at www.slso.org

ORC H EST RA Pownll Symphony Hall is located at 718 N. Grand Bivd
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